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Week one, Lesson one 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.… Galatians 
4:4-5 
 
We know from Genesis 12:3 that God’s plan to bless the world through his Son was in motion 
by the time of Abraham. So why did God wait 2000 years to send Jesus? 
 
By any definition, I have now fully achieved the status of senior citizen. The time for me to 
retire is approaching. But wow, are there ever a lot of factors to consider! Social security all by 
itself is more complicated than any math class I ever took, and Medicare might be even worse. 
401(k) investing is a whole world of its own, not to mention decisions about when to downsize 
and what will come next. Despite all the baffling uncertainty, one thing I know for sure is that I 
would be a lot more ready if I had started planning sooner. If only I had paid some attention to 
the wise advice I received as a college student when I was making Teamster’s wages and had 
the opportunity to buy company stock at discount. I did not. Consequently, I will be 70 when I 
retire. 
 
Fortunately for us, God is perfect in planning and preparation. From Titus 1:2-3 we learn that 
God promised eternal life before the beginning of time. And He knew the time had fully come 
when every part of his plan was fulfilled. He called Abraham and sent him to a far-off land. He 
blessed his descendants. He protected them from famine. He built them into a multitude in the 
spiritual quarantine of slavery in Egypt, and then delivered them in such miraculous fashion 
that Jews still celebrate it today. He gave them a land of their own and chastened them to keep 
them holy. 
 
And then he sent Jesus, into the world he had prepared. A world where Greek was the universal 
language, and the Scripture that he breathed out was available in that language. It was a world 
with cities linked by roads built by Rome, which enforced a peace that made it possible to travel 
extensively. The persecution of the Jewish people caused them to spread everywhere, 
establishing synagogues in every town. And the disgusting and unsatisfying religion of the 
Greek and Roman world left many hungry for true worship. 
 
It was into that time, the time that God prepared from before the beginning of time, that he 
sent his Son. The time had fully come, when Jesus of Nazareth built a following that fulfilled 
God’s promise to Abraham that all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. That is the 
setting of the Gospels that we will be studying this summer. 
 



Week one, Lesson two 
But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and 
he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. Matthew 2:22-23 
 
Many of us are familiar with the Biblical account of how the cruel and paranoid Herod 
attempted to have Jesus killed. After murdering members of his own family, including wives 
and sons, he would certainly not permit a child born “King of the Jews” to live during his reign. 
But how many of us remember the name Archelaus as part of those events? 
 
When Herod died, his will stipulated that his rule would be divided between his three surviving 
sons. Archelaus was granted rule of Judea. He was incompetent as well as cruel. He 
immediately lost control of a situation in Jerusalem and ended up murdering 3000 worshippers 
at the temple. After a delegation of Jews travelled to Rome to plead for a different ruler, 
Archelaus tracked down the participants and had them murdered, along with their families. 
 
So when Matthew records that Joseph “heard that Archelaus was reigning” it certainly isn’t 
surprising that he was afraid to go to Judea. News of Archelaus’ treachery would have spread 
quickly among the Jews. And if that wasn’t enough, an angel warned Joseph in a dream. So 
instead of possibly settling in Bethlehem, the young family returned to Nazareth in Galilee. 
 
Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament, not mentioned in the Talmud, and not 
mentioned by the historian Josephus. It was so insignificant that Nathanael asked out loud if 
anything good could come from there. Recent archeological digs by the Israel Antiquities 
Authority identified Nazareth as a patch of approximately 50 houses on about four acres, 
occupied by Jews of modest means.  
 
When Matthew recorded his gospel, he didn’t have to include facts of secular authorities and 
events. And if he was inventing a story, he certainly wouldn’t have chosen Nazareth as a place 
for the hero’s childhood. These details, continually being confirmed by both historical and 
archeological research, are part of a mountain of evidence that Jesus was a real historical figure 
and that our Gospel accounts are true. 
 
Week one, Lesson three 
“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock.” Matthew 7:24-25 
 
The home I grew up in was a converted bunkhouse. When my poor dad wasn’t out in the fields 
or doing the milking or working his job in town, he was trying to make that structure into a 
decent place to live. But it was hopeless. The kitchen was over a crawl space and almost every 
winter the pipes froze. The electricity was unreliable, and when it failed it meant no furnace, no 



water, and no toilet. A new patio ended up funneling water down the outside of the chimney 
and onto the floor of the bedroom I shared with my brother. 
 
My brother is so sentimental that he still has his high school letter jacket. It grieves him nearly 
to tears to sell a vehicle. But even he knew that house couldn’t be saved. When he inherited it, 
he had it removed and built a new one in its place, with a generator backup and water entering 
below the frost line and good drainage all around. 
 
Jesus says our lives are like houses, built on foundations of our choosing. And the right 
foundation is hearing the words of the Lord and putting them into practice. For example, Jesus 
taught us to pray “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” (Matthew 6:12) 
He said, “if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly father will also 
forgive you.” (v. 14) 
 
Jesus is trying to get through to us what an incredible, incomprehensible gift of grace God has 
offered us, and that all the horrible things we think others have said and done to us are nothing 
compared to what God has already forgiven for us. Consequently, we have no right to hold 
grudges against others, and the bitterness we find so difficult to reject is a major cause of our 
own unhappiness. Forgive, and build your house on the rock! 
 
The same is true of Jesus other teachings. He calls us to sexual purity, to care for the needs of 
others, to a passion for seeking God. Jesus is the bread of life, the light of the world, who came 
to give us life to the full. 
 
When the rains come down and the streams rise and the winds beat against your house, will it 
stand? It will if you build it on the rock. Hear the words of the Lord and put them into practice.  


