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Good morning. Happy 4th of July! We are so glad that you are here to worship with 
us at First Baptist Church. If you are here in person or worshiping online, we are 
thankful that you have come to lift high the name of Jesus Christ and seek Him as a 
church family. 
 
I have a couple of announcements that I would like to share, and our service will 
begin in just a few minutes. The first is to let you know that we have a Community 
Care ministry that has an incredible impact on the lives of people in this church 
family and in this community. Once a month we like to remind you about that 
ministry. If you would like to give to our Community Care ministry, you can give by 
writing in the memo line of your check “community care” or you can give online if 
you go to our website, click on the GIVE tab, then from the dropdown menu you 
will find “community care.” I want to thank you for your generosity. It is amazing 
to see all that your love and support, your prayers, your generosity has on the lives 
of other people. So, thank you for giving to Community Care. 
 
Ladies, we have a wonderful gathering for you this Wednesday! It is going to be 
outside, weather permitting. We would love to have you join us on the south lawn 
for worship, games, a lot of good food, and incredible opportunities to get to know 
one another, encourage each other, build old friendships, engage in new 
friendships. We would love to have you from 4pm – 7pm on Wednesday, JUL 7. Do 
not miss it! Come and join us for that. 
 
We also want to remind you that Community Groups are coming this fall, primarily 
on Sunday mornings, to begin. We are excited to be launching at least two. We are 
working on a third and a fourth. Generations will be kicking off this fall, and the 
new community Group is called The Walk. That group is hosting a lunch that 
everyone is welcome to attend next Sunday immediately following the 
Contemporary service. We would love to have you join us. If you are going to come 



and join us – and again, even if you are someone who says, “Well, I am going to be 
a part of the Generations community group.” you are still more than welcome to 
come to the lunch next Sunday. We would just like to know from you so that we 
can make sure we have enough food prepared. There was an email that went out 
this week where you can register. Or you can simply contact the church office and 
we can get you registered that way. 
 
We also want to remind you that GriefShare will begin next Monday, JUL 12.  
Steve and Judy Tunell are going to be giving leadership to GriefShare. It is a 
wonderful and powerful ministry to help all of us who are walking through the 
grief of the loss of a loved one. Maybe that loss happened over the course of the 
last year and a half here. Maybe it was from years and years ago, but you sense 
God wanting to do another work of healing, of comfort, of strengthening you. We 
would be delighted if you would join us for GriefShare starting on Monday nights, 
6:30pm – 8:30pm, here at First Baptist. 
 
Again, in this season, if you would like to give and you come in person, we have 
giving boxes that you can place your offering in. If you are worshiping online, you 
can give through the website firstbaptistcambridge.org and click on the GIVE tab. 
 
Finally, if you are a guest with us, we thank you for worshiping with us on this 4th 
of July. We love it when we have guests. And we love it even more when they feel 
that they are part of the family from early on in their time with us. So, if you are 
here in person, we would love to connect with you at the Welcome Center 
following this service. If you are worshiping online, on the homepage of our 
website you will find an online Connection Card. You can fill that out and let us 
know that you joined us for worship. That will give us a chance to reach out to you, 
encourage you, pray for you, and help you grow in your relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity once again to gather and 
worship you, to declare our love for you, and to magnify your name, Jesus. 
We pray, Lord, that you would be glorified in us. We thank you for this 
special day in the life of our nation and we pray that you would help us – 
your people, your Church – to be part of bringing your will, your goodness, 



your peace, and your love to bear on the lives of everyone in this nation. We 
pray, God, that you would be honored and glorified as we turn our hearts, 
minds, eyes toward you. And we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

For those of you who are worshiping here with us, as you walked in this morning 
you noticed three flags from different periods of the history of our nation. Dan 
Johnson has a collection of flags and he offered on this Sunday that is July 4th – not 
typically is July 4th on a Sunday – to bring in some of those flags and display them 
to remind us of the history of our nation and when states were added. 
Interestingly enough (I had this fact shared with me this week) that when a state is 
added to the Union, the flag does not change until July 4th of that year. So, no 
matter when a state becomes a member of the Union, that is when that additional 
star goes on the flag. That might be something you are not aware of. In a sense, it 
is symbolic of the nation’s birthday and giving birth to a new state almost. You 
know, that is when we are going to add a new star to the flag. 
 
On this special July 4th Sunday, we are having a stand-alone message where we are 
going to talk about how God wants to work in and through His people to see His 
healing, His power, His love, His peace, His prosperity poured out on our nation. 
So, if you keep track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition to any name of God, 
you can add to that the word “nation” because that is going to be our primary 
focus looking at Scripture, looking to our Lord, what does He desire to do in our 
nation, and how can we be part of His work. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this nation that we live in. Every single 
one of us is blessed and privileged in countless ways because you brought us 
into this world in this nation. We thank you for all of the opportunities we 
have had over the course of our lifetime to receive blessing from you through 
the fact that we are United States citizens, or we have immigrated to this 
country, or our grandparents or great-grandparents came into this country. 
Certainly, there are so many freedoms and privileges and blessings that come 
along with living in this nation.  
 

And, Lord, our hearts are broken over so many of the things we see going on 
in our nation. We desire to see your Kingdom come your will be done in this 
nation as it is in heaven. And as we look at the world around us, as we look at 



the culture in the nation around us, we see that there are so many ways that 
your will is not being done. So many evils, wickedness, so much strife, anger, 
and hatred. God, we want to see your Kingdom come you will be done.  
 

We know that so often over the course of human history you bring your 
Kingdom in power, and you accomplish your will through your people. You 
are the sovereign God over all. So, we can trust in you and know that you are 
at work, you are bringing your will, your plans, and your purposes to fruition.  
 

We pray, Lord, as we turn to you now in your Word, and Holy Spirit, as we 
give ourselves to you and give this time to you, that you would teach us in 
the ways that you want to teach us. We pray this in the holy name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

As I briefly prayed in my prayer there, I think the vast majority of us would say, 
“We are blessed! We are privileged to have been born into this nation! To have all 
of the rights and privileges, opportunities, freedoms that come with being citizens 
of the United States of America!” And probably again, the vast majority of us 
would say, “We are concerned about what we see happening in our nation. We 
are concerned about what we see going on in the media, in politics, in education, 
in all kinds of different aspects of the life of our nation.” So, what are we to do? 
What are we to do as followers of Jesus Christ? We are thankful for and blessed by 
and praise the Lord for the opportunity to live in this nation over the course of our 
lives, while also being burdened and concerned, and sometimes overwhelmed by 
what we see going on in the world around us. 
 
Well, the good news is that Scripture is chock full of ways that God wants to work 
in and through His people in whatever nation He has planted them in. This is true 
of all people on the face of the earth who profess the name of Jesus Christ no 
matter what nation they live in. So, let us look to the Word. Let us look to the Lord. 
Let us look to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to teach us, to form us, to help us, to 
remind us of how we can be part of His will being done, His Kingdom coming, His 
peace, His prosperity, His healing being part of our nation. 
 
First, we must be reminded of our identity in Jesus Christ personally and 
collectively. There are many different passages in Scripture that we could look to 
for that, but there is a few here that I want to focus in on because I think it helps 
clarify for us and maybe define for us where the emphasis should be placed when 



it comes to our identity. So, looking at Hebrews 11, verses 13-16. Again, this is the 
“Hall of Faith.” This is the passage where the author of Hebrews is talking about all 
kinds of people and the faith that they had in God from the beginning of time 
through the time of Jesus Christ. Listen to what he says here. 
 

Hebrews 11:13-16 
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not 
receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 
from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 
earth.  
 

In the Old Testament – these godly men and women – they recognized that they 
were foreigners and strangers on earth. That they ultimately had a place with God 
in heaven that was their true home.  

 

People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of 
their own. If they had been thinking of the country that they had left, 
they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing 
for a better country – a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  

 

The people of God have a place that God has been preparing for us since before 
time began. In 1 Peter, we read this from the apostle Peter: 
 

1 Peter 2:9-12 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as 
foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war 
against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

We are a holy nation as the people of God, and as such, and because our home is 
in heaven with the Lord, we are always foreigners and exiles on this earth. Always. 
No matter what nation you are born into, you – as a follower of Jesus Christ, as a 
people of God – are a foreigner and in exile during our days here on this earth. 



Then Paul writes this in Philippians: 
 

Philippians 3:17-21 
Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as 
you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 
For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with 
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. 
Their mind is set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

 

Paul is a great example for us. Paul was a Roman citizen. Right? And he used his 
Roman citizenship to his advantage when he could do that to advance the 
Kingdom of God. So, these passages are not saying that we need to have any 
shame in being United States citizens or that we cannot claim the rights, privileges, 
and freedoms that come with being United States citizens. But it is so important 
that we remember that our true citizenship is in the Kingdom of God. That our true 
citizenship is with God in heaven. That we belong to Him. That we as a people 
across the face of this planet form a holy nation, a special people belonging to 
God. That is where our primary identity must be found in. 
 
I think sometimes as American Christians we can get the two flipped around where 
we place more emphasis, or we are more in passion about, or we are more 
concerned with the citizenship that we have in this nation rather than our 
citizenship in heaven. Rather than being Kingdom-minded people – the Kingdom of 
God, the Kingdom of heaven-minded people – we can begin to be the kingdom of 
the United States of America people first and foremost. And that Kingdom of God 
becomes a secondary issue. Maybe something that is not as significant in our 
hearts, minds, lives, the way that we think, the way that we pray, the way that we 
act as the Kingdom of God. I think Scripture tells us over and over again, 
“Remember who you are.” Remember who you belong to. Remember where your 
rights and privileges and freedoms truly flow from. They are from the Lord God, 
the maker of heaven and earth. Remember who are you. 
 



The reality is this, if we are Kingdom-minded people – always, all times, all places – 
our nation will be blessed! Our nation will be blessed if we are living as the 
servants of the One true King. The church of Jesus Christ over 2000 years all across 
this world as seen the rise and fall of thousands, probably tens of thousands of 
leaders, of governments, regime changes, wars, nations being formed, nations 
being consumed by other nations. The church of Jesus Christ has endured and 
survived through all of that because we recognize that our identity is found in 
Jesus Christ. That our identity is rooted in the Kingdom of God. That we are 
Kingdom people first and foremost.  
 
And we can be thankful for, blessed by, and excited about the opportunity to be 
citizens of the United States as well. And to work for the good of God’s blessing, 
His peace, His prosperity on our nation. But we must remember what our true 
identity is. 
 
Now, that should lead us to what our mission is in this world. If everyone who 
places their faith in Jesus Christ is a foreigner and exile in this land, but God has us 
here for a purpose, what is our mission? Well, Matthew 28 is, again, one of those 
critical summary passages of Jesus giving this mission to His people. 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”  

 

We are to remember that Jesus is the One who reigns supreme. That all authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. And He sends us out into whatever 
nation He has planted us in. He sends us out in His name carrying his Good News 
with the intention of us being part of making more disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Teaching them to obey and living lives of obedience. Teaching them to obey 
everything that He has commanded us. And helping them as they walk with Jesus, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 



And we are to remember that Jesus is always with us. We never do that on our 
own. No matter how dark and bleak it seems to be in the world around us, the 
culture around us, the Light of heaven and earth is here with us. We can always 
have peace, confidence, and joy knowing that Jesus is with us as we carry out this 
mission that He has entrusted to us. 
 
The mission of First Baptist Church, the way that we capture that in our own 
language, is that we are here to help people know, love, and become like Jesus. On 
our own personally, with our spouse, with our family, with our friends at First 
Baptist, with the church as a whole, we are here helping people know, love, and 
become like Jesus. And if we are actively a part of that work in this world, God will 
be glorified. People around us will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and 
grow as disciples of Him. And the community around us will be impacted and 
transformed. If the people of God in this nation are committed to this work (again, 
their church might capture it in a little different way), but if we are committed to 
fulfilling the mission that Jesus has given us, our nation will be transformed. It will! 
It will be transformed if we are committed to this work. 
 
Now let us look at our mission field. For this I want to turn to Matthew 9:35-38. 
Turn to your bibles there. This passage is speaking about Jesus’ ministry on earth 
as he went town to town, village to village. 
 

Matthew 9:35-38 
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

 

When you survey the landscape around us, whether you are out in this community 
and you are mingling with people in one of our shopping areas or a restaurant, or 
you are at the city park, or wherever it might be, what are your thoughts about 
those people? Maybe more importantly or more pointedly, when you are 
surveying the landscape of what is going on in our nation as a whole, when you 
consider the people who are lining up in all different kinds of areas that we know 



do not align with the teaching of Scripture with the desires of our God, with the 
will that He has that He wants to bring to bear on the lives of every single person 
on this planet, what are your thoughts towards those people?  
 
Maybe they have a very different ideological bent than you. Maybe they have a 
different political persuasion than you? Maybe they have chosen a different 
lifestyle than you would ever choose or believe Scripture teaches about. Perhaps 
they are people who have a different orientation, a different sexuality, a different 
way of approaching life than you would ever even consider for yourself. What are 
your thoughts towards those people? What do you feel towards them? What do 
you believe about them? 
 
You see, in these towns and villages that Jesus went through, every sin known to 
man was present in these crowds. Everything that we see going on in our culture 
today was present in these crowds, these towns, these villages that Jesus 
ministered to. And Jesus had compassion on them.  
 
When we see people in our community, when we see people through media or 
social media or wherever it might be that we are in interaction with people outside 
of this community, do we have compassion on them? Do we recognize that the 
people in this nation who are so very different from us, that we would disagree 
very strongly with in any number of areas, do we see them with compassion 
because they are harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd? Do we 
recognize them as people who are lost and hurting and dying without our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ? Are we compassionate towards them? Are we driven to our 
knees in prayer for them? Are we driven to take the responsibility of carrying the 
name and Good News of Jesus Christ everywhere we go and boldly proclaim that 
God loves them and desires to save them, redeem them, forgive them, walk with 
them, and bring them into His eternal family? Does the harassing, helpless nature 
of the community and nation around us help us to be more like Jesus in the way 
that we approach them? 
 
We have a mission. We have a mission field. And we have an enemy who is set 
against the people of God, the church of God. Has no desire to see us fulfill the 
mission that God has given to us. Let us look at just a couple of passages. 
 



1 Peter 5:8-9 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in 
the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the 
world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

 

We need to recognize that we have an enemy. It is not just satan. Although satan 
is kind of the king of that empire, that kingdom of evil and darkness. Paul expands 
on this in Ephesians 6. 
 

Ephesians 6: 10-12 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

Then he goes on to talk about the armor of God that we are to wear and the 
importance of prayer in engaging in this spiritual battle. And I put these two side-
by-side, this idea of our mission field and our enemy, because sometimes we get 
them confused.  
 
Sometimes we see the people us that we do not agree with, who are declaring 
things or living in ways that we know go against the clear teaching of Scripture, 
and we see them as the enemy. They are not the enemy! No matter what they say, 
no matter how they live, they are our mission field. They are people that God loves 
perfectly. They are people that Jesus gave his life for. They are people who are 
worthy of the blood of the Lamb being spilt on their behalf. They are in need of the 
love of Jesus Christ, the truth of Jesus Christ, the forgiveness and salvation of Jesus 
Christ. They are not the enemy. Satan and the kingdom of darkness is the enemy. 
 

1. We need to be engaging (like I said earlier), in seeing the harassed and 
helpless around us as our mission field, loving them in the name of Jesus 
Christ, showing for them that there is a better way to live. There is a better 
way to live with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as your personal friend, your 
guide, your helper, your strength, your Master, your Redeemer – all of those 
things that are true of Jesus. We need to show them that this is the best way 
to live. 
 



2. We engage daily in the spiritual battle that is going on around us by wearing 
the armor of God. By engaging in prayer. By spending time in God’s Word. By 
submitting ourselves to Him, humbling ourselves before Him, allowing Him to 
do His work in us and through us so that we can see the kingdom of darkness 
pushed back by the Kingdom of Light and see many who are caught in the 
traps of the enemy, who are living in darkness and sin, come into God’s 
Kingdom, into His eternal family. 

 

Again, the Bible is chock full of all kinds of passages about what it means to live as 
the people of God in any nation on the face of this earth. Surely, within the United 
States as well. And we are going to look at some of those passages now from the 
Old Testament and the New Testament because this will give us encouragement 
and important reminders and set us out on a path of living in such a way that 
God’s Kingdom would come, His will would be done, His peace, prosperity, and 
healing would come to our nation. 
 

2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (The Lord said this to Solomon.) 
“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my 
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

 

If we want to see the healing of God fall upon our nation, it must start within the 
Church. It must start within the Church. We must humble ourselves before God. 
We must ask for forgiveness for the sin that we are so easily entangled in. Listen. 
Let us do a little thought exercise. If you go back 20-30 years ago (you do not have 
to go that far back), and even further from there this is even more true, but 20-30 
years ago approximately 85% of people in our nation claimed to be Christians. 
 
If our nation is in a state of ruin and chaos, and destruction and decay, whose fault 
is that? At least part of the blame falls on our shoulders. Does it not? The kingdom 
of darkness – satan, our enemy, all of the spiritual forces of evil – have no power 
over people who are surrendered to Jesus Christ and walking with Him! So, if the 
vast majority of our nation placed their faith and were genuinely walking in Jesus 
Christ, we would see the Kingdom of God coming in more and more power, and 
more and more truth, and more and more clarity into the lives of more and more 
people.  



And yet we as God’s people have been guilty of all kinds of sin. There is pride that 
we are guilty of. Personally. Corporately, as the big “C” Church in this nation. There 
is pride that we need to repent of, confess that sin, and walk away from that 
towards Jesus. 
 
Do you know that in the 1960’s the very first self-storage unit was built in Texas? 
Today there is 1.9 billion square feet of self-storage space in our nation! Perhaps 
the people of God have gotten caught up in this lie that the more stuff you have, 
the better life is. The average home size in the 1950’s was 900+ odd square feet. 
The average home size today is over 2200 square feet. And the number of people 
living in each home has declined in that period. Perhaps the people of God have 
some repentance when it comes to placing our value and placing our priorities on 
treasures on earth rather than treasures in heaven. 
 
I could go on and on. And I do not know what each of your individual struggles or 
issues are. I know what mine are and I am bringing those before the Lord. I am 
seeking to walk in repentance. I am seeking to receive His forgiveness. But if we 
want to see healing come from our God in our land, we need to be the people who 
humble ourselves and pray. We need to be the people who are committed to 
seeking the Lord in prayer individually and corporately. We provide at least three 
opportunities every single week to gather corporately to pray at First Baptist 
Church. And the numbers who join us at any one of those three corporate prayer 
gatherings is rather small. Perhaps we are not as committed as seeing God’s 
healing in our nation as we would like to think we are. 
I just want to put out some really good, hard questions in front of us, and then 
allow the Holy Spirit to bring encouragement where we are worthy of 
encouragement, and conviction where we need to be convicted. Because I think 
we would all say that we want to see the Kingdom come in power in our nation. 
We want to see people walking by the morality that we see given by Jesus all 
throughout Scripture. We want to see the effectiveness of the work of the Church 
in this nation increase. And I think we need to start here. Humble ourselves. Pray. 
Seek God’s face. Turn from our wicked ways. Believing that God will then do His 
work in forgiving our sins and healing our land. 
 
In Jeremiah 29, this was written to God’s people when they were in exile in 
Babylon. 



Jeremiah 29:4-7 
This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons 
and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in 
number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper. 

 

How are you actively praying for our community and our nation? How are you 
actively engaged in seeking the peace and prosperity of our community and our 
nation? Do you believe God that he will work in these ways if we follow His 
example, His teaching, if we live out His love in this community? 
 

Matthew 22:36-40 
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus 
replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

 

You can fulfill all of the Law of God and abide by the teachings of the prophets by 
fulfilling these two commands: to love the Lord your God will all your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength; and to love your neighbor as yourself. Are we actively engaged 
in this by the leading, filling, and empowering of the Holy Spirit each and every day 
seeking to love God with all that we are, and love people as our neighbors; to love 
them in the way that Jesus loves us? Because this will bring transformation into 
the lives of people in this community and around our nation if the people of God 
will obey these two commands and follow Jesus’ example in doing so. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though 
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 



reconciling the world to himself in Christ not counting people’s sins 
against them. 

 

We have been given a ministry of reconciliation. How many of us count people’s 
sins against them when our heavenly Father is not counting those same people’s 
sins against them? You see, forgiveness and salvation is offered to everyone. And 
every sin that has ever been committed by any person, living or dead, every sin 
was taken to the cross by Jesus Christ, and it died there. So, Jesus holds out, and 
the Father holds out, and the Spirit holds out this open invitation: “Believe in Jesus 
and repent of your sins, and you will be saved.” That is why Jesus had compassion 
on the crowd because He knew they were harassed and helpless. They were in 
need of a Savior and Jesus said, “I will save you! I will forgive you. I will take your 
sins and pay the penalty of your sins to the cross with me.” Yet I think sometimes 
as a Church we can be often times judgmental, and we can be often times critical, 
and we condemn other people. 
 

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
 

Let us carry that message. Let us implore people on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God! How many people in our community and across this nation need to be 
reconciled to God? Are we imploring them to be reconciled to God? Are we 
bringing that Good News and that message everywhere we go? 
 
 

Paul, in Galatians 5:6 wrote this: 
 

Galatians 5:6b 
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

 

And the apostle John in one of his letters wrote this: 
 

1 John 4:13-17 
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we know and 



rely on the love that God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In 
this world we are like Jesus. 

 

We are the people who have received the spirit of the living God. We are the 
people who rest in the eternal, perfect love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We 
are the people who believe in the sovereignty of our God. And if those things are 
true, if we have received the Holy Spirit, if we have received forgiveness and 
salvation, if we live out of the eternal love of our God, if we are people who are 
filled by the Spirit and sent out to do His work, if we are people who live in love for 
God and for others, we have nothing to fear! We have nothing to fear. 
 
We can rest in God’s sovereignty. We can be part of His work. And no matter what 
direction this nation ultimately goes (and I believe, again, so much of that is apart 
of what we do as the people of God, submitting and surrendering to Jesus Christ 
and being part of His work in this world by loving others and bringing his Good 
News, bringing His name, His presence, His salvation to the people around us), I 
believe that God can heal this land. And that He will heal this land if we do that 
work as His people. But even if that does not happen, we have nothing to fear. We 
can rest in God’s sovereignty. We can rest in His love. We can be thankful that our 
citizenship is in heaven. We can have peace all the way through. We can know that 
God will bring us home to be with Him – the place we were made for – and we will 
live with Him forever and ever and ever. Between this day and that day, may we 
be the faithful, spirit-filled, spirit-led, spirit-empowered, forgiven and redeemed, 
loved and loving people of God in this nation so that in our lifetime we will see the 
peace, prosperity, and healing that God desires to bring in this community and all 
throughout this nation.  
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, we need you for this work. We cannot do any of this on our own. We 
are so desperately dependent on you. Father, we pray that you would give us 
a sense of your peace and your love, your hope, and your joy in the midst of 
some dark and seemingly bleak days in the life of our nation. We pray, Lord, 
that you would help us to be those people who humble ourselves and pray 
and seek your face, who turn from our wicked ways. And in doing so, Lord, 



see you pouring out your Spirit, your healing, your forgiveness, and freedom 
on this nation. We desire, Lord, to live in such a way that your Kingdom 
would come, and your will be done in greater measure in Cambridge, Isanti, 
Braham, Princeton, and North Branch as it is in heaven. To see that happen in 
our nation as it is in heaven. We desire to see you do your work and we want 
to be faithful in our role, in our part of doing your work. We thank you. We 
praise you. We love you. We pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

God is faithful to do His work and He delights in doing His work through His 
people. There is great hope for our nation because we worship the Almighty God 
who is able to do all things! He is not overwhelmed, or scared, or threatened by 
what He sees going on in our nation or in any corner of this world. He is able. He is 
sovereign. He is powerful. And He desires to bring His Kingdom, His goodness, His 
life to bear on all nations. 
 
As you gather with family, with friends – whomever you will be with over the 
course of this day – as you give thanks to God for the nation that He has placed 
each one of us in, may we be a people who pray for our nation and who recommit 
ourselves to being part of God’s work in this community and in this nation so that 
His Kingdom will come and His will be done. 
 

Lord, help us to do that. We thank you for the gift of this nation to each one 
of us. And we thank you for the opportunity that we have as ambassadors of 
your Kingdom, as dual citizens to live in this nation, to represent the one true 
King, and to be part of bringing your love, your Good News, your forgiveness, 
and salvation to bear on the hearts and lives of the people in this community 
and throughout every corner of this nation. We thank you, Lord, that you are 
sovereign over all. That we can rest in your love and rest in your peace and 
cry out to you in these ways. Help us, Lord, to live for You and You alone. We 
pray this in your matchless name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed 4th of July! 


