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I have been looking forward to singing “Christ Arose” with my brothers and sisters 
in Christ! That is one of the songs that I like to belt out at home, acapella (and my 
voice is not very good), but the boys get into it. The chorus of that song is so 
powerful. It is so good to just declare at the top of our lungs that Jesus Christ 
arose! That He is alive! That is what we are here to celebrate. Not only this 
Sunday, but every Sunday.  
 
Sunday by Sunday we come to learn from God and celebrate Him in a lot of 
different ways, but the primary reason we gather every week is to celebrate that 
Jesus Christ is the living God. That He died and rose again. That through Him we 
can have eternal life. That is why we are here. If Jesus were not alive, we would 
not be here. The church would not exist. So, every Sunday we have an opportunity 
to worship the risen Savior and we are excited about this special opportunity as we 
begin our fall ministry year together. 
 
I do want to make you aware of two things: 
 

1) Thank you for making our stage a beautiful place this morning. Many of you 
last spring, in anticipation of Easter and the Easter Garden that we have both 
in honor of people and in memory of people, purchased flowers for the 
garden. That did not happen, so we held on to those gifts and these flowers 
today – if you purchased one of them – after the service we welcome you to 
come forward and claim any one of them. They are not labeled this time 
because they are all very similar so feel free to take one that looks good to 
you. You can bring it home and enjoy it as a reminder that we worship the 
living God. 
 

2) Our sister church, Spring of Life, in Ukraine this morning is celebrating 25 
years of life and ministry in Kremenchug and beyond. We are celebrating 
with them. A number of you made little video clips that we put together in a 



larger video that Tanya Siedlecki sent to them. So, they got to hear from us in 
their celebration. And next fall, marks 25 years of our sister church 
relationship. Please continue to pray for Spring of Life. Pray for the seminary 
over there. Pray that God’s will will continue to be done through them. That 
they will continue to have a reach in that part of the world. The reach of that 
local church extends all throughout that region as they plant churches and 
raise up new leaders in the church and send out church planters. It is an 
amazing thing that God has done in the 25 years of their life and ministry. So, 
we are celebrating with them. 

 
Will you join me in prayer? 

 

Jesus, you are the living God and we are here to worship you. We are gathered 
in your name. We are gathered because you are alive and have given us new 
life. You have given us an opportunity to know our Heavenly Father, to know 
the Holy Spirit, and to know you, Jesus, intimately, deeply, personally. You have 
given us an everlasting-kind of life where we can walk in intimacy with you 
today and for all eternity. We thank you for the opportunity to worship you and 
celebrate you as the risen Lord this morning. We pray these things in your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
A little word association for you to do as we start to get your mind working on this. 
What thoughts, ideas, pictures, or other words come to mind when you hear or 
think of the word “Resurrection”? No wrong answers. If you are a little 
extroverted, shout out some of your thoughts - Life renewed, Light, Empty tomb, 
Hope. 
 
I’m sure many of us, if we have spent any length of time in the church – even if you 
have only been part of a church for a few years – this has been one of the primary 
things that you have been learning about. The resurrection of Jesus Christ and all 
that it means for Him as being the living God. It was the resurrection of Jesus that 
confirmed His identity. All of those things that He claimed about himself – that He 
was the Son of God, that He was one with the Father, that He was the 
representative of His Father and His Kingdom. All of those things were confirmed 
when God raised Jesus from the dead. All that it means for us as the church. All 



that means for your life as an individual follower of Jesus Christ. The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ changed the world! 
 
Typically, when we are at Easter I am reading through and we are studying one of 
the gospel accounts of the resurrection of Jesus. One of the fun things about doing 
a Resurrection Sunday in the fall is this morning, we are going to look at a different 
passage that speaks to the resurrection of Jesus and what it means for you, for me, 
for the entire world. What it means for life with a living God. 
 
Open your Bible to Romans 6:1-14. The reason why I chose this text is that it 
points to some profound truths about the fact that Jesus is alive and what that 
means for us. And it brings the concept of baptism and what that is all about and 
why we are going to do that this afternoon as a church family. 
 

Romans 6:1-14 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life. 
 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 
sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death 
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that 
you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an 
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those 



who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of 
yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no 
longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under 
grace. 

 
There is so much truth in there. I mean, every one of those verses could be its own 
stand-alone sermon. So, let us break it down a little bit to understand what God is 
saying to us and what God has done through His Son, Jesus Christ. Going back to 
verses 1-2. 
 

Romans 6:1-2 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer? 

 
From reading that first verse you gather the idea that Paul is connecting an earlier 
idea from chapter 5 with what is going on here in chapter 6. Just to bring you up-
to-speed, at the end of chapter 5 he is really pointing out the fact that sin, death, 
condemnation, and judgement entered the human race through one man, Adam. 
And just like that one man’s sin brought condemnation, judgement, and death 
upon all of us, it is through the one man, Jesus Christ – it is through His 
righteousness, holiness, sacrifice, and resurrection – that we have grace and 
mercy. Those of us who place our faith in Him have received a gift that is far 
greater than the curse that was received through the one man. 
 
There are two kinds of sin problems. How many of you are a glass half empty kind 
of person? Okay, none of you want to admit it. None of you are raising your hands. 
How many of you are a glass half full kind of person? Okay, the optimists. They are 
willing to raise their hands. We tend to be a little more of a glass half empty or a 
little more or a glass half full. Well, there are two kinds of sins. Two kinds of ways 
of thinking about this. The first kind of sin problem is this (all of us have a sin 
problem whether you realize it or not): If you have not placed your faith in Jesus 
Christ, you are dead in your trespasses and sins. You are headed for destruction. 
Your life has no eternal meaning apart from life-giving, life-saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  



As Christians, sometimes we try to sugarcoat that, or make it a little more 
palatable for people’s ears. And I am here to plead with you and say if you have 
not placed your faith in Jesus Christ, whether you are hear in person or joining 
online, may today be the day that you repent of your sins and receive life through 
Jesus Christ. May today be the day that you recognize that all of the stuff you have 
been doing, all of the things you have been pursuing, all of the ways that you have 
been led astray will not lead to life, will not lead to meaning, will not lead to 
purpose. Only Jesus Christ can come in and rescue you, redeem you, give your life 
eternal meaning and purpose and value. Only Jesus Christ can save you and give 
you life everlasting. So, that is the first sin issue that we all need remedied because 
we were born into the human race and Adam sinned, and we have all sinned. By 
our sin we earn death! By our sin we earn eternal separation from God. And yet, 
Jesus has come! And Jesus has lived a perfect life. And Jesus has died to take the 
penalty for your sin. (We will see more of that later.) And Jesus has risen again so 
that you and I can be forgiven and redeemed. 
 
But there is another sin issue. The longer you are in the church (this is not true of 
everyone), the more and more of us tend to think of a sin issue as being something 
that is happening out in the fallen world, out in the lives of people who do not 
know Jesus, who are not walking with Jesus and there are some good reasons for 
that. But the reality is that every single one of us in the church have a sin issue. Or, 
if you want to look at it more from the optimistic side, we have a holiness issue. All 
of us are prone, even after having received the gift of God’s mercy and grace and 
salvation, to be dead or deadened, to turn a blind eye to, to be unaware of sin 
issues that are going on in our life. Now if you became a follower of Jesus at a later 
point in life and you had experienced some of the hardship that comes with living 
a life of sin, you probably – at least initially – were overwhelmed with joy that you 
had been forgiven, freed, and redeemed. And yet, the longer you walk with Jesus, 
the easier it is to become numb to or blind to sin issues in your life. 
 
I want you to, out of love, turn to the person seated next to you and say, “You 
have a sin issue.” That is a loving thing to say to a brother or sister in Christ 
because we ought to desire everyone of us that we walk with in this Christian 
journey to become more holy. Now, the reality is this. Every single one of you have 
no sin issue because your sin died with Jesus on the cross. If you have faith in Jesus 



Christ, you have no sin issue, but it is the holiness piece. We are not walking in the 
holiness, the obedience, the righteousness that has been given to us by our God. 
And most of what we read in the Scriptures (listen to this) is written either to 
people who are already part of the family of God or written about people who are 
part of the family of God.  
 
So, in the Old Testament when you read about sin being called out, it is almost 
always within the Israelites that sin is being called out. In the New Testament, like 
in Romans here, Paul was writing to other believers saying, “Listen. We need to get 
this right. We cannot dally and dabble and mess around with this sin thing. We do 
not do more sin so that God’s grace does even greater.” No! We need to live a life 
of holiness to our God. We need to walk in obedience to Him. 
 

Romans 6:3-4 
3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 
So, baptism is symbolic (and this is one of the reasons why we do baptism by 
immersion) of being buried under the water just as Jesus’ body was laid in the 
tomb being buried, and then rising again to the new life that is yours through Jesus 
Christ. Now in this day, Paul did not have two audiences: people who were 
believers who had not been baptized yet, and people who were believers who had 
been baptized. Guess what? In the early church, when you placed your faith in 
Jesus Christ, you were baptized.  
 
We have kind of separated those things out where you might have placed your 
faith in Jesus at one point in time and be baptized weeks or months or even years 
or decades later. But in the early church you see over and over again that they 
believed and were baptized. They believed and were baptized. If you have placed 
your faith in Jesus Christ, and you have not yet been baptized, what are you 
waiting for? Be baptized today! Be baptized to declare to the world your love for 
Jesus. Be baptized to identify with Him in His death and resurrection. Be baptized 



so that the Lord can declare to others that you are His. Be baptized so that you 
identify with the body of believers in a deep and profound way. Be baptized today. 
In that baptism we rise again to the new life that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 6:5-7 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 
sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

 
Think about what it says in that verse. We have, by God’s grace and mercy, been 
united with Jesus Christ in His death. Meaning all that He suffered we do not have 
to physically suffer. Because His death counts for us who place our faith in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
So, we have been united with Him in his death and we get to be united with Him in 
his resurrection. You have already received new life in Jesus Christ and someday 
you will be welcomed into His eternal Kingdom where there will be no more tears, 
there will be no more sickness, there will be no more pain. You will spend eternity 
in the glory of God because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul goes on to 
reinforce this idea that we should not be slaves to sin any longer because Jesus has 
set us free. We have risen to new life and we have resurrection power by the Holy 
Spirit living in us to live obedient lives.  
 
One of the things my boys and I talk about constantly (and I am so thankful that I 
have the opportunity with them to talk about this because it is such an important 
reminder for me) is this: Do not ever give the enemy the final word! Do not ever 
give the enemy the victory! There are some things that God has been working on 
in my life and working on in my boys’ lives. At times I see this in my boys. And at 
times I feel this in myself that I want to give up. Or they want to give up because it 
seems too hard to overcome – that sin issue or that temptation or challenge, that 
trial in my life. But do not ever give up! Do not allow the enemy to have the 
victory. Allow Jesus who rules and reigns over all to be victorious in you. You 
cannot do it on your own. That is often one thing I say to the boys (and a good 



reminder for me) that “Boys, you cannot do this on your own. I cannot do this on 
my own.” It is ONLY by Jesus that it is possible to live in obedience, to live in the 
holiness and righteousness that are ours through Him with the gifts that He 
bestows on us. 
 

Romans 6:8-11 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death 
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
We are dead to sin but alive to God. Alive to God! Now, I want you to take a 
moment and again think about what it means to be alive to God. What does that 
phrase mean to you, or what could that mean to you in your life if you understood 
that or lived that more fully? Let me tell you that it means more than you or I 
could ever know this side of heaven. God is the source of all good in this world and 
in this universe. God is the true source of all light. God is the true source of all love. 
God is the true source of all joy. God is the true source of everything that our 
hearts, our minds, our spirits, our bodies long for. God is the source of all of that. 
And we, through Jesus Christ, become alive to God. Again, that is what eternal life 
is. Eternal life is not merely about existence for all of eternity in a good place. That 
is a side effect. That is a benefit of being alive to God. Eternal life is about knowing 
God and receiving all that He is, and living in that moment by moment, day by day. 
I promise you that if you make one goal this year – to become more alive to God 
on a day by day, moment by moment basis – your life will be radically changed. If 
you wake up every morning and say, “Heavenly Father, help me to be more alive 
to you.” your life will be transformed. As you become more alive to God through 
Jesus Christ it changes everything. It changes everything! 
 
Finally, the last three verses of this passage: 
 

Romans 6:12-14 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its 
evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument 



of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him 
as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your 
master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. 

 
I love that imagery of offering yourself and offering every part of yourself to the 
Master. We were all blessed and encouraged and (at least in some ways for me) 
amazed by what these ladies can do on the organ and the piano, and what the 
worship team can do with their voices. I have almost zero musical ability. So, 
anyone who has talents like that amazes me and inspires me. It draws me closer to 
my heavenly Father because He is the giver of those gifts. But think about your life 
being a piano or an organ or a finely tuned vocal chord in the hands of the Master. 
The one who made all music. The one who is supremely creative. The one who has 
heard the songs of angels for thousands and thousands of years. Think about your 
life – every part of your life – being in the hands of the Master who wants to make 
music through you. That is a beautiful thing! That is a wonderful thing. 
 
Although I have no musical ability, I want my life to be a beautiful song offered to 
the Lord not because of anything good I have done, but because of the good that 
He can do through me. That is an amazing opportunity for you and for me to walk 
in His ways. To do the good things as we talked last Sunday. To do the good things 
that He has prepared in advance for each and every one of us to do. And that will 
only happen as we offer every part of ourselves to Him. This is a resurrection life 
that goes so far above and beyond what anyone could experience apart from Jesus 
Christ AND there is a resurrection life available to you. There is a resurrection life 
available to you that goes above and beyond what you have already experienced 
because there is ALWAYS more of God. There is always more of His love. There is 
always more of His goodness. And He offers Himself freely, completely, totally to 
you. So it is up to us. Will we embrace Him? Will we respond to the resurrection in 
the ways that God desires us to? 
 
These were all apparent as we walked through this passage verse by verse, but just 
as a reminder that here is how God wants us to respond to the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ: 
 



1) Repent of your sin 
That is not just for people who have never done that. I hope that if you have 
never repented of your sin, that today would be the day that you would do 
that. But we all have sin to repent of. Maybe it is a little thing. Maybe it is 
something that you are not even aware of but invite the Holy Spirit to reveal 
that to you and walk in repentance each and every day. 
 

2) Believe in Jesus Christ 
Again, that it not just for those who have never believed in Jesus Christ. That 
is for all of us because believing in Jesus is something that we can do more 
and more of each and every day. 
 

3) Be baptized 
If you have not been baptized, consider being baptized this afternoon. Pastor 
Scott would love to talk with you after the service. It is a powerful way to 
declare your love for the Lord, your desire to walk in obedience to Him, 
whose you are, who you belong to, and your connection with the body of 
believers. 
 

4) Live in the new, holy, resurrection life that God has graciously given you 
Learn each day how to walk in obedience. 
 

5) Love God and others as you offer every part of yourself to God each day 
That is what God wants to do through you. To grow you in your love for Him. 
To grow you in your love for other people. That is what it means to be an 
instrument in the hands of the Master – for Him to love through you. 
 

6) Bear witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
You do that through your baptism. You do that through sharing your 
testimony. You do that through coming alongside someone that you just 
recently met and saying, “You know what, as we begin to build this 
friendship, there is something that I want you to know. I love Jesus and He is 
the most important thing in my life. I would love at some point in time if you 
are open to that, if you are comfortable with that, I would love to tell you 
more about the difference that God has made in my life. The difference that 
Jesus Christ has made in my life.” There are all kinds of ways in words and in 
actions to bear witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 



I am going to close by reading these words from Peter in 1 Peter 1. This will be the 
primary focus of our sermon next Sunday so I will wet your whistle. But he also 
speaks into some of these truths in a beautiful and powerful way. 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
God, we thank you for that incredible, indescribable gift through your mercy 
and grace – the greatest gift that the world has ever received – You sending 
your one and only Son to live and die and rise again so that we could be 
forgiven and redeemed. Through those gifts, Lord, we are your children. We 
are your people. You love us! You name us. You call us your own. You carry 
us through this life, through the trials and challenges that come our way. You 
build in us a greater love for You and for others. You do things through our 
lives to impact the people around us, the community around us for good for 
all of eternity. And we thank you for those incredible gifts.  
 

Help us, Jesus, to live a resurrection life. Help us to live for You and You 
alone. Help us to live each day in your grace and mercy. May that be the fuel 
for our life of obedience, joy, surrender, and love to You. We pray, God, that 
You be glorified in us as we continue in our worship. As we go from this 
place, we have an opportunity to worship You every moment of every day. 



May we surrender to You and love You every moment of every day. It is the 
only thing that makes any sense in light of You being the risen Lord who gave 
His life for each and every one of us. We love you, Jesus. We pray this in Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
If you are someone today who senses the Holy Spirit doing something inside of you 
– maybe you have not placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you have not trusted and 
believed in Him – may today be that day. And we would love to help you in that. 
There are many people who are here this morning (if you are in person). If you are 
online with us, please contact us. We would love to help you take that step of 
faith. To cry out to Jesus – the only one who can save you.  
 
And if you sense the Spirit working inside you, and you have placed your faith in 
Jesus at some point in the past but you are sensing there is something you need to 
repent of, or there is something about God that you need to embrace more fully, 
or you just want to declare your love for Him, your commitment to Him, share that 
with someone today. Let them pray with you to encourage you. Again, this is a 
great place to do that with people who are here. If you are online, we hope you 
have someone in your life and if not, reach out to us. We would love to connect 
with you and encourage you.  
 
Because He lives, we can face tomorrow. Because He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know He holds the future. Life is worth living just because Jesus lives! 
 

Lord, we thank you that you live. That you are alive. That you have risen from 
the dead. We have declared your praises and now, Lord, we want to walk it 
out. We want to go from this place living your resurrection life each and 
every day declaring your greatness in word and in action as we carry your 
Good News everywhere we go. Because You live, we live. We thank you that 
that gift of life lasts through all eternity. We look forward to being with you 
one day, Jesus. We pray, Lord Jesus, come quickly. We ask and pray all these 
things in your powerful, beautiful, holy, and matchless name, Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
Seek God and be family. Have a blessed week! 


