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Good morning! Welcome to First Baptist Church. Whether you are worshiping with 
us in the room or online, it is a joy to have you worshiping with us this morning. 
My name is Dan DeRushia. I am one of the pastors here at First Baptist and it is so 
good to be gathered together to lift up the name of Jesus and to hear from His 
Word. 
 
Our service is going to begin in a few minutes. But before we begin, I have a few 
announcements that I would like to share with you about some exciting things that 
are coming up.  
 
First, I want to remind you that beginning in two weeks – on SEP 12 – we have a 
new Sunday morning schedule. The changes that are present are: this service (the 
Traditional Worship service) will begin at 8:30am and it will happen here in the 
Sanctuary. At 9:40am, we will have a Community Group hour. The Community 
Group hour is something we are particularly excited about because it is an 
opportunity for all of us of all ages to participate in Community Groups. We have 
three for adults, and we also have groups for kids and for students. So, we would 
encourage you to plan on making your Sunday mornings a 2-hour time slot so that 
you can participate in those Community Groups. It will be a fantastic time! So, we 
would love for you to start meeting in those groups on SEP 12. Then, we have our 
Contemporary Worship service in the Multipurpose room across the hall at 
10:45am. 
 
All throughout the day Friday and overnight into Saturday we had roughly 60 
students here for the various different Student Ministries kick-off events! We are 
very excited! The Jr. Highers went to ValleyFair. May Jr. Higher loved it! I actually 
never heard her so excited about participating in something as she was sharing 
about what she did at ValleyFair. So, it was a joy for them to be able to participate 
in that fun event going to ValleyFair throughout the day on Friday. 
 



Then overnight Friday night into Saturday, there was a Sr. High lock-in event which 
was phenomenal! So, big praise for those events and the fun that the kids had. It is 
going to be a phenomenal fall and we are very excited about Student Ministries 
kicking off this year. As well as all of the other ministries that are going to be 
kicking off on the 8th – the Wednesday Night ministries. 
 
We are also excited to have Tim and Amy Moline here with us. They are 
missionaries and will be sharing during a lunch immediately following the 
Contemporary Worship service. If you have not planned on attending, that is okay. 
Please plan on joining us after the 2nd service. Tim and Amy, would you stand? We 
would love to welcome you and we would love to hear more from you later. 
(applause) It is always fun to welcome our missionaries and to hear from them. 
This is a phenomenal way to hear what they are up to, to hear what God is doing in 
them and through them, and to support them and encourage them with your time 
and your prayers. So, plan to be at the luncheon today after the 10:45am service 
for a pizza lunch down in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
If you came planning on giving an offering today, we would love to encourage you 
to give your offering in one of the giving boxes located throughout the lobby. They 
are clearly marked. If you prefer to give online, you can do that anytime through 
the Give tab on our website. 
 
If you are a guest with us this morning, we are so glad that you are here; and we 
want to do our best to help you feel like you are part of the family as quickly as 
possible. In order to help us do that, we would love for you to stop by the 
Welcome Center. That is where you can let us know that you are here. 
 
I invite you to pray with me, and then we are going to begin our time of worship 
this morning. Let us pray together. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for every opportunity that we have to gather and to 
lift your name high. That is what we are looking forward to doing today. So, 
we pray, Lord, that you would be honored, that you would be glorified by our 
offering of worship this morning, that you would draw us into your presence, 
that you would help us to hear clearly from your Word, and that more than 
anything, Lord, you would be honored by our offering of worship to You. It is 



a privilege to give that offering, Lord. You deserve that, and so much more! 
So, may we give you our best and may You be glorified by it. We pray this in 
your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Worship 
 
Now I would love to invite Joel Reiter to share one more time this Sunday to share 
with us. Thanks, Joel. 
 
What a great bunch of songs for morning worship! Wasn’t that like the best ever?! 
It was like being here on Easter Sunday morning. 
 
Good morning! My name is Joel Reiter. I am not one of the pastors here. They 
dragged me in from “Schmedlyfarquardt’s Bottom of the Barrel Preachers” and 
this is my second Sunday. Actually, that is not strictly true. If you are watching 
online, I want you to know that I have been a member here for 28 years and I co-
teach the Generations Community Group that meets downstairs which will be 
starting in two weeks. Shameless plug – please come! And once in a while I get to 
be here. 
 
By the way, for those of you who endured last week and this week, next week the 
real preacher will be back. So, do not skip just because it is Labor Day weekend. 
 
I want to talk about remodeling your life – about finding the things that need fixing 
and making it everything that it could be. I never wanted to leave our house in 
Cambridge. I loved our house. I wanted to die there. I wanted to be carried out 
feet first. I never wanted to move again. I loved everything about the house. 
And…when it became clear that we would be selling, I moped and sulked and 
whined and dragged my feet as long as I possibly could to basically goof up the 
whole process because I did not want to have the house that my wife wanted 
which was the house that she went to High School in. The house that her parents 
owned. The house that was now vacated because her mother died. The house that 
I have had to shovel the stinking ice dams off the roof for the last 20 years. 
 
 
 



Here is the house that I miss.  

 
 
 
 
And here is the house that I am 
ending up with. 
 
I cut down that stinking cedar tree 
and I tore out that stump by the 
roots. 
 
Donna always wanted this house and she wanted it because she wanted to rescue 
it from half a century of neglect. Her parents just did not see what they had. When 
we closed on the house and when I moved in, Donna went out to New Hampshire 
to be with our son and daughter-in-law there. So, here I was in this house that I did 
not want for almost three weeks all by myself. I sulked; but then I began to think, 
“You know, I have some capital here, I should probably invest it. I should probably 
think about what I can do – what I can get away with – now that Donna knows I 
am not very happy with this. So, who knows what she will let me do?” Ah, wait and 
see! 
 
Our passage this morning is in Philippians 4. 
 

Philippians 4:4-9 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  



Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 
things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or 
seen in me – put into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 
Twice in this passage Paul talks about what we would do to experience peace. And 
the kind of peace that he is talking about when he says, “the peace of God and the 
God of peace” is wholeness. It is being all together. It is being complete. It is being 
unbroken. It is being fulfilled. It is being restored – like that house needs to be. 
 
The point I want to make today is “Remodel Your Life.” I am going to give three 
ways to do that. If you want to experience wholeness, if you want to be restored, 
you want to remodel your life, let us talk about three ways that you can do that. 
 

1. Count on God 
Count on God, not yourself. 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

In other words, give it to God. Let God take care of it. God is wise. He 
knows what He is doing. 
 

Isaiah 28:29 
All this also comes from the Lord Almighty, whose plan is wonderful, 
whose wisdom is magnificent. 

 

You may not know what is going on, but God does! 
 

Romans 11:33 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 

 

You know, God transcends time and space. We are limited to that. We 
always think of everything in terms of before and after, and here and 



not there. But God is not here and not there. He is here everywhere 
because He can be everywhere at the same time. And He is not before 
and after, He is both. If this is 1,000 years ago, God is here. And if this is 
a million years from now, God is here. And He is all of those places at 
the same time which is why He can spend eternity just dealing with one 
second while things are happening all around the world. He is 
incomprehensibly beyond our limitations. So, when we get concerned 
about things as Christians, we often are like little children who do not 
have any perspective and who cannot see the big picture. 
 
When I was nine years old, we went over to visit my aunt who had 
married well and lived in this fancy home with a pool. I had never seen 
a home with a pool before. So, it was a fantastic week to be able to 
spend there and to be able to play in that swimming pool. Then my 
mother said, “You cannot swim again until you dive off the diving 
board.” I was afraid to dive off a diving board. I was afraid to jump off a 
diving board. I was afraid of the diving board. I do not know what would 
happen! I could jump off the side of the pool, but I could not go off the 
diving board. I thought maybe I would go right down the drain or 
something. It was a completely irrational thing. So, I spent two days in 
the hot sun sitting on the side of the pool trying to get up the nerve to 
go off the diving board. I finally did. 
 
I think back on it now and think how silly. But that is how we look to 
God, I think. Many of the concerns that we have make no sense at all. 
But God is wise, so trust Him. 
 

a. God is Powerful 
 

Ephesians 3:20 
[God] is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine. 
 

Romans 8:28 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

 



He can do anything! He knows what He is doing AND there is no 
limit to what He can do. So, why would we not trust Him? 

• Do you need a job? God can give you a job. 

• Do you need money? God can supply. 

• Do you need a motorcycle? Probably not. 
 

b. God is loving 
 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 

 

What more could anyone do to express love? 
 

Ephesians 3:18 
…how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. 

 

God is not only wise and powerful, He loves us beyond our 
comprehension. Just because we do not know what will happen 
next is no reason to worry. Count on God. 

 

1 Peter 5:7 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 

Count on God. 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
2. Concentrate on the Good 

We are easily thrown off. We are easily upset. We are pretty fragile, aren’t 
we? We have trouble sometimes. Here is someone who was even thrown off 
by trying to eat their vegetables. 
 



You think this is funny, but I do not 
think this is so different from the 
reality of us. We are pretty easily 
upset. 
 
Philippians 4:8 
Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable – if anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy – think about such 
things. 
 

And stop saying, “He’s looking at me!” like that is the end of the world. 
 
Look around and look at 10 people closest to you. If you could get those 10 
people to tell you the worst thing that has ever happened to them, you 
would have more than 10 stories of tragedy. You would hear horror in many 
forms. You would hear stories of disease, death, betrayal, financial loss, 
failure, and suffering because in our fallen world every life has tragedy. And 
God does not promise us that we will be spared from that. He promises that 
He will carry us through. 
 
And it is a crucial error to spend the rest of your life wishing for a different 
past. Look forward. 
 

Hebrews 12:11 
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by it. 

 

What did we read? We read that God uses all circumstances for the good of 
those who love him. And that includes the pain. We sang, “Day By Day” and 
we talked about, “In My Trial and Tribulation Help Me Lord.” Because God 
uses those things to make us, to prepare us, to help us to be all that He 
wants us to be. 



One of the movies that Donna and I have watched multiple times (because 
we have now remodeled two houses and built one) is “The Money Pit.” 
 

 
 
I understand that some of you have watched it. Tom Hanks and Shelly Long 
as a young couple buys a beautiful house for an impossibly low price. And 
immediately – immediately! – the plumbing fails, the wiring burns up, the 
stairs collapse, the bathtub falls through the second floor and crashes all the 
way to the basement, and they have this incredibly difficult job trying to find 
a plumber or a carpenter. They cannot get anyone to work on it. Finally, after 
this horrible ordeal, they finally get someone to work on the house. 
 
So, the owner comes home on the very first day and this is what he sees: 
 

 



Well, if you need to make improvements, sometimes you need to make a 
little bit of a mess along the way. That was true in our house, too.  

 
 
One of the things that I decided needed to 
happen was to take out the fireplace because 
the fireplace has not been used in 50 years, it 
was leaking, and the inspection showed that 
it was coming apart. So, I said, “Alright, let’s 
get rid of the fireplace.”  
 
The fireplace is gone. 
 
 

Then I wanted to open up and take out some walls. I had four carpenters and 
a structural engineer. One carpenter said that he was too expensive and that 
I could not afford him. Two of them said, “Yeah, I think you can do that.” and 
then they never called me back.  
 

Finally, on Easter 
Sunday morning I 
was in church, and 
I found Keith 
Peterson. And I 
said, “Keith, can 
you come help me? 
I just need some 
advice.” Keith took 
one look at it and 
said, “I can do that. 

When do you want me to start?” 
 
You know, we can be overwhelmed sometimes by the problems that other 
people have. C.S. Lewis said and interesting thing. He was writing a letter to a 
friend, and he said: 
 



• “It is one of the evils of rapid diffusion of news that the sorrows of all 
the world come to us every morning.” 
 

• “A great many people do now seem to think that the mere state of 
being worried is itself meritorious. I don’t think it is. We must, if it so 
happens, give our lives for others; but even while we’re doing it, I think 
we’re meant to enjoy our Lord and, in him, or friends, our food, our 
sleep, your jokes, and the bird’s songs and the frosty sunrise.” 
 

      C.S. Lewis, letter to friend, 1946 
 

In other words, do not let the whole world and all of its troubles beat you 
down. Pay attention to what you are responsible to deal with and let some of 
it filter out. Concentrate on the good. 
 
Philippians 4:8 is a passage that could make two sermons. So, let me just call 
this one thing out. He says,  
 

Philippians 4:8 
Whatever is true, … think about such things. 

 

We seldom know what is true. And for some reason, that does not stop us 
from talking about it. We went through a horrible thing almost 30 years ago 
now in our church which is one of the reasons why I am no longer in the 
ministry. And, like all church disagreements, it came down to there were two 
ways to do things and somebody did not get their way. But once people start 
choosing sides, then they want to make their case because we are motivated 
by feelings, not by facts. And we want what we feel to be true. So, we believe 
what we want to believe instead of what we research and know. 
 
So, you hear things about the President and if you like him, you do not 
believe those bad things; and if you do not like him, you do believe those bad 
things. And there is no regard for what is true. 
 
Well, in this particular case, things got ugly enough until to where somebody 
made a petition where Joel should not be the pastor anymore and they had a 
meeting that was overseen by the District Executive. The whole church was 
there, and they had everyone come up one at a time and share why they 



thought I should be there or why they thought I should not be there. And I 
recommend that you do not have that experience.  
 
But after we left, after Donna and I were gone, a woman got up and she 
claimed that Donna had called her and sworn at her using one particular 
four-letter word, and then called her a word that rhymes with “witch.” 
People, I have been married to Donna for 40 years. No one has ever been 
able to make Donna as angry as I have. If there was anyone in the world who 
could make Donna swear, it would be me! And I have never been able to do 
that. So, I know that that woman was lying. 
 
The caution that I want to make for you is that whatever it is that is 
circulating around, be careful! You do not know what the truth is. And since 
you do not know what the truth is, you probably do not have any business 
speculating and sharing and trying to root it out. 
 
Whatever is true, think about such things. 
 

Isaiah 26:3 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because 
they trust in you. 

 

The Christian faith is a thinking faith.  
 

Romans 8:6 
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the 
Spirit is life and peace. 
 

Romans 12:2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. 

 

And as we said last week when we were talking about finishing the race, fix 
your thoughts on Jesus. 
 

Hebrews 3:1 
Fix your thoughts on Jesus. 

 



Concentrate on the good. There are many good things to be thinking about. 
If you want to be whole, be blessed, have peace, your mind is a crucial 
element. Concentrate on the good. 
 

3. Cultivate Godliness 
 

Philippians 4:9 
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me – 
put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 
How about a little before and after on this remodeling?  
 
 
 
 
 
Here is what the kitchen 
used to look like: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now we do not have any 
kitchen at all. 
 
And the way things are 
going with the appliance 
order and Crystal cabinets, 
we may not have one by 
Christmas. 
 
But at least it is nice and 
open, huh?  
 



 
 
Or what about here? 
Here is a Christmas long ago. 
There is the fireplace taking 
up all that space that it does 
not need to take. 
 
 
 
 
And voila! No fireplace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Or here is one looking 
back where we are all 
gathered at Christmas 
and everyone is 
around the piano, 
which it now in the 
living room where it 
belongs. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
And poof! 
All different. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, this is a work in progress. Just like you and me to God. He wants us to be 
all that we can be. And one of the ways that we are to become all that there 
is to be is to cultivate Godliness. To do what God wants us to do. He says, 
 

John 14:15 
If you love me, keep my commands. 
 

1 John 2:6 
Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

 

We are called to be like Jesus. What Paul was saying was, “You know what? 
You have seen me. You have not seen Jesus. So, if you imitate me, that will 
help you get there.” He was giving them a shortcut. 
 

Matthew 7:24 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

 

Jesus’ call to obedience is based on helping us find the path to life. The pearl 
of great price, the light of the world, the life to the full – those are all of the 
things that He promised us. And what he says is if you want that, then do it 
the way I say because that will make you whole. 
 

Matthew 6:33 
Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 



Psalm 37:4 
Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

It is a satanic lie that joy comes from sin. Joy comes from doing things God’s 
way. He created us. He knows what makes us tick. He knows what will 
destroy us and what will make us happy. He gives us instructions and he says, 
“Follow these and you will have life to the full.” 
 

So, count on God, concentrate on good, and cultivate Godliness. Let us pray. 
 

Precious heavenly Father, thank you for dying for us to redeem us, to renew 
us, to restore us, to make us all that you want us to be. Lord, please help us 
to be participants in that process. Help us to follow your Word. Help us to 
follow these instructions in Philippians to count on You, to depend on You, to 
trust You. To concentrate on good and not on all of the ugly things around 
us. And to cultivate Godliness. Lord, help us with that. We ask in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

Please stand for the benediction. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 
way. The Lord be with all of you. 

 
 


