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Welcome to First Baptist Church. You are joining us for the Traditional worship 
service, and we are delighted that you are here with us this morning online. Our 
service will begin in a few minutes, but I do have some important announcements 
for everyone to be aware of. 
 
First of all, if you go to our website at firstbaptistcambridge.org, on that homepage 
you will find a link to our “What’s Happening” booklet. That gives you a guide for 
what is going to be going on over the next few months of life and ministry at First 
Baptist Church, how you can be involved, and how you can grow in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. So, read that, pay attention to that, and get involved 
in what God is doing here. 
 
Second, next Sunday we start our Unshakable Hope churchwide campaign. This is 
an opportunity for us to grow over the next 12 weeks in understanding what it 
means to live on the promises of God, the promises found all throughout 
Scripture. It is going to be a wonderful, amazing journey and we hope that you 
plan to join us. We do have some special things for children, youth, and adults. For 
the kids, there is a devotional booklet with a devotional plan for their families. If 
you have not yet received one of those, you can contact Pastor Ashley. We would 
love to get you those resources so that you can be doing your devotions as a 
family through the Unshakable Hope kid’s book. For youth there will be Youth 
Sunday school classes that are using a book that is, again, based on the 
Unshakable Hope series. Those classes will be available online through Zoom; then 
on JAN 17, the classes will be in person. 
 
Our AdultED class is going to be offered starting online next Sunday from 9:50am – 
10:40am through Zoom until JAN 17, then it will be in person in. On Thursday 
nights, there will be a Zoom class as well. You can contact Pastor Scott if you would 



like to get signed up. Great opportunities, great ways to go deeper in this 
Unshakable Hope campaign. And we do have supplemental books. These are not 
necessary for anyone to go through this series. But there is a book on Praying the 
Promises of God that we have some extra copies of here at the church. We will 
give them away on a first come, first served basis. Then there are some little 7-day 
small booklets that would be great tools to give to neighbors, friends, people that 
you want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with. Those are also available 
here in the church office. So, you can come in during office hours if you would like 
to get one or more of those books. 
 
Third, we will (as I have been alluding to) resume in-person worship services and 
some of those other Sunday morning ministries. Our Children’s Church will 
resume. Our Jr. High, Sr. High, and Adult Sunday school classes will resume on JAN 
17. We are going to keep the same schedule. And, of course, our online services 
will continue. But just to let you know that the option will be made available to 
you on JAN 17 (baring some unforeseen spike again in cases in our area), and we 
are very excited to be able to let people back to worship here in the church 
building. 
 
Fourth, our new Bible Reading and Prayer Plan begins next Sunday. It is already 
posted on our website and we are going to be reading through, praying through, 
studying through the New Testament this year. There are about 260 chapters in 
the New Testament so over the course of 52 weeks, it is about 5 chapters a week. 
We hope you will join us. There are also monthly memory verses in there and a 
prayer guide. We would love to have you join us in that.  
 
Next Sunday also starts off prayer week where we will invite you, through that 
Bible Reading and Prayer Plan, through a Wednesday night Prayer Gathering, to 
join us in seeking the Lord in prayer as we begin this new year together. 
 
Fifth, we have a big “Thank You” to Bekah Huff who has been serving as our Early 
Childhood Assistant. She has done an amazing job! Thank you, Bekah, for loving 
and caring for our youngest children and their families. She is done at the end of 
this month, but Sabrina Willette is going to be stepping into that role. It will be 
added to her responsibilities as our Jr. High Director and she is going to do an 
amazing job that will not interfere at all with her responsibilities that she has in 



Junior High. So, we are very thankful for her willingness to pick up that piece that 
Bekah Huff had been carrying so well. If you see Bekah, or if you see Sabrina, be 
sure to thank them for serving the Lord and serving our families as well. 
 
We have guests who join us each week and we love it when we have guests joining 
us online. On our website homepage at firstbaptistcambridge.org there is an 
online Connection card. We would love it if you would fill out as much of that as 
you feel comfortable, submit that to us, and that will give us a chance to welcome 
you, thank you for worshiping with us, to get some good information into your 
hands, and also to see if there are ways that we can bless and encourage you and 
help you grow in your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Well, our service is about to begin, and we have a very special video from our 
sister church in Kremenchug, Ukraine. The name of the church is Spring of Life and 
we have been in a sister church relationship with them for almost 25 years. They 
sent a Christmas greeting video to us earlier this week that we are delighted to 
share with you now. 
 
I do have a couple of notes about this service and the end of the year here before 
we dive into the message. We will be taking communion towards the end of this 
service. So, if at some point you need to get something to drink and a little cracker 
or piece of bread to take communion with us, you are free to do that whenever 
you are needing to do so. 
 
During this service I am going to give you some time during the message in a few 
different places to do some writing of questions or thoughts or responses to 
questions. So, if you would like to have something to write with and write on, you 
can certainly grab that. 
 
Also, this is the last Sunday of 2020 and I want to extend a special thank you to all 
of those who have given so generously. Many of you have given additional special 
gifts at the end of the year here. You can still do that. And if you forgot that we are 
coming to the end of the year and you wanted to give an extra gift, you can 
certainly still do so. Gifts can be brought into the church office all this week. Or 
you can mail them in. We are just blessed that you partner with us in carrying out 



the mission that God has given us of helping people know, love, and become like 
Jesus through your generous giving. Thank you. 
 
On a sadder note, most of you have probably heard by now that Larry Seiffert 
went home to be with Jesus last Sunday evening. We are rejoicing that he is in the 
presence of the Lord. That is what Larry wanted. That is what he looked forward 
to. But, obviously, for his family, for his friends, for Mariette (his wife), these are 
sad days. These are hard days. So, they appreciate your prayers. They are planning 
a private family service sometime later on in the future. Thank you for praying for 
them and encouraging them in these hard days. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are the giver of life – life everlasting. And 
that Jesus, through your death and resurrection, you paid for the 
consequences of our sins and you defeated sin and death giving us a way to 
experience eternal life. A life of love with our Father, with you, Jesus, and 
with the Holy Spirit. A life of love with one another. A life that begins now 
and continues on throughout all eternity. We thank you that Pastor Larry is in 
your presence and that the impact that he has left on this world will continue 
to carry on for generations. Many in our church family who had Larry as their 
pastor at some point in time. He encouraged and blessed and helped so 
many grow in their relationship with the Lord and begin a new relationship 
with Jesus Christ. So, we thank you for him. And we pray, Lord, that you draw 
near to Mariette, to the children, the grandchildren, the great-grandchildren 
as they mourn and grieve this great loss in their lives. We thank you that we 
will all be reunited one day with those who have loved you and professed 
your name, Jesus. We thank you that we will be in your presence for all of 
eternity. Where sin and death and pain will be no more. And we look forward 
to that day. We long for that day, Jesus. We pray that as we take this 
opportunity at the end of this year to do some reflection of the year behind 
us, and look forward to the year ahead, we pray that you would be glorified 
and that you would teach us through your Word and through your Spirit. We 
ask these things now in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
This is a unique Sunday. We finished our Advent series on Christmas Eve, and we 
hope that you joined us for each of those worship services. Powerful opportunities 



to be reminded of all that is ours because Jesus came, because Christmas is reality, 
and we are so thankful for those opportunities to celebrate. What a gift that those 
services are now online. Mandy and I talked about maybe needing to go back and 
re-listen and watch those services and engage in that worship again. You can 
certainly feel free to do that. 
 
Next Sunday we are starting our Unshakable Hope campaign and we are very 
excited about the next 12 weeks where we will all be learning and growing and 
exploring together as we learn to stand upon the promises of God’s Word. We 
need a firm foundation in these days, and we are so thankful that God has given us 
a firm foundation. 
 
So, today we are going to take some time to Reflect, Rejoice, Repent, Recommit, 
and Rest in God’s perfect love for us. If you like to keep track of the Words of the 
Day, you can add any of those words to any of the names of God that I use. 
 
Open your Bibles to Psalm 71. We are going to read this and read through a bunch 
of different Psalms. Over the course of the past four months, we have been 
reading and praying and studying over the Psalms. These serve as an incredible 
guide for us as we come to the end of this year of how we can do these things for 
God’s honor and glory. 
 

Psalm 71 
In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame. 2 In 
your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me; turn your ear to me and 
save me. 3 Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the 
command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 4 Deliver 
me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of those who 
are evil and cruel. 5 For you have been my hope, Sovereign LORD, my 
confidence since my youth. 6 From birth I have relied on you; you 
brought me forth from my mother’s womb. I will ever praise you. 
7 I have become a sign to many; you are my strong refuge. 8 My mouth 
is filled with your praise, declaring your splendor all day long. 9 Do not 
cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is 
gone. 10 For my enemies speak against me; those who wait to kill me 
conspire together. 11 They say, “God has forsaken him; pursue him and 



seize him, for no one will rescue him.” 12 Do not be far from me, my 
God; come quickly, God, to help me. 13 May my accusers perish in 
shame; may those who want to harm me be covered with scorn and 
disgrace. 14 As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more 
and more. 15 My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your saving 
acts all day long—though I know not how to relate them all. 16 I will 
come and proclaim your mighty acts, Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim 
your righteous deeds, yours alone. 17 Since my youth, God, you have 
taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 18 Even 
when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till I declare your 
power to the next generation, your mighty acts to all who are to come. 
19 Your righteousness, God, reaches to the heavens, you who have done 
great things. Who is like you, God? 20 Though you have made me see 
troubles, many and bitter, you will restore my life again; from the 
depths of the earth you will again bring me up. 21 You will increase my 
honor and comfort me once more. 22 I will praise you with the harp for 
your faithfulness, my God; I will sing praise to you with the lyre, Holy 
One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you—I 
whom you have delivered. 24 My tongue will tell of your righteous acts 
all day long, for those who wanted to harm me have been put to shame 
and confusion. 

 
That text is such a beautiful passage, such a beautiful Psalm, which really could 
have been written in light of 2020. Right? Trials. Challenges. We have seen 
troubles many and bitter. Yet God is good. He has been with us. He is faithful. He is 
powerful. He sustains us and so we praise him. We worship him. So, we are going 
to use this Psalm as our guide, and a few other Psalms to do some reflection right 
now. 
 
I have some questions for you. As we end each year, I take some time to reflect on 
the year that was behind. Here are some questions (you might have other 
questions that you use), that I want you to think about. You can jot these down so 
that you can come back to them later on. But these are some good questions that I 
really want you to think about: 
 



1) What have you learned about God in this past year? As you look back on 
2020, what have you learned about God over the course of this past year? 
 

2) What attributes of God have been most meaningful to you? As I have 
shared before, 2020 has been a challenging year for our family especially in 
light of some of my wife’s other health conditions and difficult situations that 
that brings to our life. Yet, I have been so thankful for God’s provision in our 
lives. For his faithfulness to us. For his love that has carried us through. 
 

3) What have you learned about yourself? I think in a year of trial and 
challenge and struggle, we probably have learned a lot about ourselves. 
Some of them good things that God has done is us – ways that he has helped 
us mature and grow and become more like Christ. And probably some of 
them not so good. Right? Like in times of high stress, in times of great trial, in 
times of great challenge, that often times brings to the surface some of those 
things that still need to be refined by God’s love, by his power, by his Holy 
Spirit. 
 

4) What has God taught you about life? Hopefully, this has been a year where 
we have been reminded of what truly matters in life. The things that are 
really important. A lot of things have been stripped away from us. A lot of 
things we are missing and mourning and grieving, and yet, hopefully, we 
have been reminded that some of those things are not as important as we 
made them out to be. And some of those things can be re-understood by our 
minds, reimagined by their importance in our life going forward. While other 
things that might have been taken away from us, we recognize how valuable 
and important those things are and we can bring them before God and place 
them in their position of proper importance below God in our lives, but still 
very important things. 
 

Here is another fun one. We do this all the time as a family. We do not do five 
every night, but often times around the dinner table at least a few times a week 
we ask, “What are your highs and lows from today?” or “What are your highs and 
lows from this past week?” 

 



5) What are five highs and five lows from the past year for you? It is really 
good, it is really important, to take times to reflect because it reminds us 
who our God is and reminds us to worship him and thank him as we see in 
the Psalm. It also reminds us to seek him. It reminds us of our dependence 
on him. It reminds us that we need to continue to give ourselves completely 
to him and trust him in all ways. 

 
As we reflect, hopefully that leads us to rejoice! Listen to some of the rejoicing 
that occurs in this Psalm. 
 

My mouth is filled with your praise declaring your splendor all day 
long... As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and 
more... My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your saving acts 
all day long… My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you – I 
whom you have delivered… My tongue will tell of your righteous acts all 
day long… 

 
Now, if you have someone young in your house worshiping with you right now, or 
someone who is young at heart, I invite you right now (I am not going to do it on 
the microphone because I do not want to blow out the speakers) but I would invite 
you right now to shout for joy in the Lord! Go ahead, do that right now. (My wife 
will be thanking me for that moment when they worship during the Contemporary 
service in another hour.) Let us follow in the example of this Psalm, even in the 
midst of the difficulties, even in the midst of the troubles that we experience, to 
rejoice in the Lord. So, here are some great ways for us to be rejoicing. 
 
An assignment for you: list 12 things that you thank and praise God for from the 
past year. I picked 12 because that would be one per month, not that you have to 
pick one for each month. Maybe that is what God has been to you in this past year. 
Maybe that is an attribute of God. Maybe it is blessings or people that he has 
brought into your life. If you are healthy right now, that is an incredible blessing. 
So many have gotten sick. So many have lost their lives over this past year. What 
are 12 things that you thank and praise God for from the past year? 
 
Who has been a blessing or encouragement to you? Pat has been a blessing and an 
encouragement to our family for many years and she did it again this year. She 
takes some of the apples that comes from their crop every year and makes us 



gallon pails of applesauce. She makes us enough that we get to freeze some and 
we experience that blessing all throughout the year. I pray and trust that you have 
people who have been a blessing to you this year. 
 
Here is a really good question (And it might be too early to answer this question. 
Maybe you will not be able to answer this question for months or maybe years 
down the road.) How has God brought good out of the trials of this year? How has 
God, as he promises, worked all things together for the good of those who love 
him; those who are called according to his purposes? It does not mean that only 
good things happen to us. But even in the trials, the troubles, the challenges that 
do come, God is able to bring about good from those things in our lives. We have 
looked at a lot of passages of Scripture over the last several months about the 
ways that he is using those things to help us grow and become more like Christ. To 
develop perseverance, endurance, and character through them. So, what are some 
of the good things that God has brought out of the trials this past year? Rejoice in 
those. Thank God for them. 
 
It is always really good at this time of year as well to spend some time in 
repentance. Psalm 26:2 says this, 
 

“Test me, Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind.” 
 
The reality is that none of us are a finished product. None of us have made it. 
None of us have arrived. None of us are perfect. We are perfect as a gift from God, 
we have been clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, so we stand before God 
blameless, spotless, holy. You can embrace that as your identity. And yet, in our 
day-to-day words, thoughts, attitudes, actions, we still fall short. We still hurt 
other people. We disappoint God. We choose our own way. So, it is good to have 
an opportunity to take some time to think about and reflect on things that we 
need to repent of. Ways that we need God to examine us and reveal to us those 
areas where we still fall short. 
 
Here are some good questions for you along those lines: Have you consistently 
pursued Jesus and grown in your love for him this year? That is the truest path to 
walking in holiness, to walking in obedience – pursuing Jesus Christ. To love him 
with your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Have you been consistent in that or 
have other things crowded that out and distracted you from pursuing Jesus and 



growing in your love for him? Again, God wants you to grow in your love for Jesus 
so you can ask God for help in that pursuit, in that growth. 
 
One of our boys just recently started setting his alarm to get up early to read 
Scripture. About 3, 4, 5 days into it, somewhere along those lines, this son said to 
me, “Dad, have you noticed a change in my attitude? Have you noticed a change in 
my behavior? Have you noticed a change in the way that I am treating my 
brothers?” And I was joyfully able to say, “Yes! I have noticed a difference.” 
Because spending time pursuing Jesus, spending time in God’s Word will always 
bear fruit in your life. If you come to the Word and you desire to love Jesus more, 
God will help you grow in your love for him. 
 
Another good question: Are you walking in obedience to the Holy Spirit and to the 
Word of God? Again, it tends to be something that we feel as a weight or a 
burden, but this ought to be freeing to you – to walk in obedience to God. To walk 
in obedience to the teachings of Scripture. It is so freeing! It is the way you were 
designed and created to live. It is the way we were meant to live. So, are you 
growing in obedience? If not, where are you not doing that? Bring those things 
before the Lord. Repent of them. 
 
Here is a really important and good question: Have you loved others well this 
year? Have you loved others in the way that Jesus desires you to love others? The 
reality is that over the course of this last year, in light of the pandemic, in light of 
some of the racial tensions and issues, in light of the election and all that brought 
about, I have seen and heard some really nasty things that believers are saying or 
doing to other believers. This cannot be. We ought to love one another as Christ 
has loved us. We ought to be full of grace and mercy and patience. Even when two 
believers see things differently, when we stand on opposite sides of a particular 
issue, there ought to be true genuine love for one another. And we work through 
those differences. We might not come to the end in complete agreement on how 
to approach or address some certain issue, but there ought to be love. In fact, a 
love so profound, so true, that the world around us would know that we are 
followers of Jesus Christ because of the way that we love one another.  
 
What are you posting online? What kind of emails are you forwarding to other 
people? How are you being critical and judgmental and harsh toward other 



believers? And I am not even speaking about the ways that we treat those outside 
of the faith. Even there, we are to love everyone as Jesus has loved the world. 
Even there, we are to love our enemies. Yet maybe the first step is to get our 
house in order when it comes to loving other brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 
I think we have some repentance to do in that arena. Maybe not every single one 
of you. If you have walked in love for other people, praise God! That is a gift of 
God. That is the work of the Holy Spirit. But may the rest of us repent and learn to 
love others better. 
 
I love David’s psalm of repentance, Psalm 51. You can hear the depth of his 
anguish over his sin and may we be anguished over the sin in our lives and cry out 
to our merciful, loving, forgiving God. 
 

Psalm 51:1-17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according 
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all 
my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and 
justified when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the 
time my mother conceived me. 6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in 
the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 7 Cleanse me 
with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than 
snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 
rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from 
me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing 
spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so 
that sinners will turn back to you. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of 
bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing 
of your righteousness. 15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare 
your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do 
not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 

 



I am so thankful for these profound beautiful words from David. And this can be a 
beautiful prayer that you can pray. A prayer that you can offer to the Lord as you 
recognize your own sinfulness. Your own brokenness. And I hope and trust that 
you are walking in repentance each and every day. 
 
Now we have come to recommit. In light of those areas where we are still falling 
short, those areas where we are struggling, those areas where we do not measure 
up to God’s glorious perfect standard, number one again, we can rejoice and give 
thanks that Jesus has met that perfect standard and we are given the gift of his 
righteousness, his holiness, his blamelessness, and yet we also desire to learn and 
grow, and become more like him in our words, thoughts, attitudes, and actions. In 
Psalm 37:5-6 it says this, 
 

“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will 
make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like 
the noonday sun.” 

 
Some really good questions for you: 
 

1) In what ways or areas of life does Jesus want you to commit or re-commit 
to him?  
Maybe you are someone who has never committed your life to Jesus Christ. 
You have never repented of your sin and placed your faith in Jesus and began 
walking with him. Maybe today is the day that you commit your life to him, 
that you receive all of the amazing gifts that are yours in Jesus Christ if you 
say ‘Yes’ to him as your Lord and Savior. I think for most of us, there are 
probably one or more areas of our life that we need to re-commit to him. Or 
maybe we have given him our lives to him at some point in time, but there 
are still some areas of life that we have been holding on to that we do not 
want to release to him. Where does God want you to give Jesus control? 
 

2) What intentional steps will you take this year to know, love, and become 
like Jesus?  
Lots of things that you can be very intentional about that would help you 
grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ, that would help you become 
more like him, that would help you to love other people in the way that God 
desires you to love other people. Now you can think of some of the classic 



spiritual disciplines like reading your Bible, meditating on it, memorizing it, 
praying through it. You can think of gathering and praying with other 
believers. Worshiping with other believers. Fellowshipping with other 
believers. All of those are so good and so important. And we provide lots of 
opportunities for those things to happen here are First Baptist because of 
how critical they are. 
 
Disciplines like giving generously what God has entrusted to you to build his 
kingdom, to bless and love and serve other people. Serving within the 
church. Serving within the community. Lots and lots of ways that you can 
grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ. And maybe God will give you 
something particular. Something unique and special. A way that he wants 
you to be intentional about knowing, loving, and becoming like Jesus this 
year. 
 

3) How will you commit to growing and being Faith-Filled, having a Loving 
Lifestyle, and being a Winsome Witness?  
Those are the three core areas of life and ministry here at First Baptist 
Church. We are all seeking to be more and more faith-filled. We are all 
seeking to have a loving lifestyle that is expressed to God and to everyone 
around us. We are all seeking to be a winsome witness to the people around 
us, bringing the presence of God and the Good News of Jesus Christ, sharing 
that in word and in action every time we have an opportunity to do so. Again, 
we offer lots of ministries, lots of classes, lots of ways for you to grow in 
these areas. What is God calling you to this year as you recommit yourself to 
him? 
 

As I shared a few moments ago at the beginning of the service, we do begin this 
churchwide campaign on Unshakable Hope. I am so excited for the ways that God 
will use this to help us grow and become more like Jesus Christ. To grow in our 
faith, love, and witness. This is going to be a fantastic examination and growth in 
understanding God’s promises, how to stand on them, and live them out on a day-
by-day basis in our lives. So may be recommit to him. 

 
Finally, may we rest in God. Psalm 62:5-8 says this: 
 



Psalm 62:5-8 
Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 6 Truly he is my 
rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 7 My 
salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my 
refuge. 8 Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to 
him, for God is our refuge. 

 
A fantastic goal for you and for me this year would be to learn how to rest in the 
love of God more faithfully and consistently. If you set that as your one goal for 
2021 – to grow in your understanding of and ability to rest in God, to rest in his 
love, to trust in him – you will have an amazing year ahead of you! That does not 
mean that there will not be trials, challenges, or other struggles that come your 
way, or that there will not be temptations that come your way. All of that will 
happen. And yet if you are trusting in and resting in God and his love, he will surely 
carry you through it all and you will find peace and joy. You will have compassion 
for other people. You will have strength to endure. Your character will become 
more and more like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. What a goal for all of us as we 
look to the year ahead – to learn to rest in God. 
 
Will you pray with me? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this word. We thank you for the Psalms 
and for the ways they have encouraged us and blessed us over the last 
several months as we have been reading them together as a church family. 
We thank you for the example that they set for us in each of these areas. We 
thank you for the invitation to reflect on who you are and what you have 
done over this last year. To be people who are rejoicing in all that you have 
done for us, and the ways that you have loved us and blessed us and cared 
for us in the midst of trials and difficulties. To be people who walk in 
repentance because we worship a God who loves to forgive and embrace his 
children. What a joy! What a gift.  
 
We thank you that we can recommit in those areas of our life where we 
consistently fall short and ask you to have your way in us, to form us and 
mold us in to the image of Jesus Christ. And we thank you for the invitation 
to rest in you. I pray that we would rest deeply in you and in your love in the 



year ahead. We thank you for hearing these prayers and for teaching us. And 
we pray this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 

 
At this time, if you do not have your drink or your cracker or piece of bread ready, 
please do get that. We are going to be taking the Lord’s Supper together. 
 
And when Paul gives some instructions about the Lord’s Supper, he actually speaks 
to some of these very issues that we have been talking about. I want to read to 
you from 1 Corinthians 11:23-29: 
 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 
in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and 
blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before 
they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For those who eat and 
drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 
themselves. 

 
So, as we turn to the bread and the cup and we take them together in a moment, I 
just want to begin by giving you an opportunity to spend some time in quiet before 
the Lord to allow the Holy Spirit to examine you. And if there is anything in your 
heart, anything in your mind, anything in your body, your life, that you need to 
repent of, you can do that now. 
 

Lord, we come before you. We thank you for the opportunity to reflect on 
your great love on display as you gave of your body and blood. As you gave 
your very life for us so that we could be forgiven and redeemed. And as we 
come before you now, we pray that you would meet us right here, that you 
would reveal to us if there is anything that we need to repent of, and that 
you would cleanse us once again so that we can take these in purity. Thank 



you, Jesus, for hearing our prayer and washing us whiter than snow. We pray 
this in your name. Amen. 

 
You can grab your bread or cracker.  
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, he broke it and said, “This is 
my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Let us eat together. 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup saying, “This cup represents the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this whenever you drink of it in remembrance of me.” 

 

Let us drink together. 
 
Praise God! Praise God. May that be a wonderful beginning to this season, this 
short season of reflecting, of recommitting, of repenting, of resting, and of 
rejoicing in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We so look forward to JAN 17 where 
we will be able to have those who are able to come to worship with us in person. 
We will still have masks and social distancing for the time being when we do 
resume in-person worship. But we are so excited to offer that again. In the 
meantime, have a blessed New Year’s as you spend time with people that you 
love. We look forward to worshiping with you again next Sunday when we begin a 
brand-new series: Unshakable Hope. 
 

God bless our children. Bless your church. Help us to move forward into this 
new year with joy, with courage, and with the power of your Holy Spirit 
leading and guiding us each and every day so that we can fulfill the mission 
that you have given us of Helping people to Know, Love, and Become like 
Jesus. We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 

 


