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Good morning! Welcome to First Baptist Church. Merry Christmas! My name is 
Scott Peterson, one of the pastors here at First Baptist, and in a moment, I will 
have the privilege of sharing with you, “Rediscovering Love.”  
 
This Thursday is Christmas Eve. Our services are all online this year. At 1pm and 
4pm we will have our Contemporary Worship services and at 2:30pm we will have 
our Traditional worship service.  
 
This afternoon between 4pm – 5:30pm you can pick up candles at church outside 
under the carport for your family to light or turn on during the Christmas Eve 
online services. The candle bin will be left under the carport where candles can be 
returned after Christmas. 
 
Our Unshakable Hope series will begin on Sunday, JAN 3. Adults will use the 
resources from this series and have the opportunity to participate in Thursday 
evening Zoom classes for 12 weeks, or a Sunday Zoom class which will later 
transition to an in-person class at church when we eventually return to the 
building on Sundays. (More information on that in just a moment!) 
 
If you are in a small group ministry such as a LIFEgroup, your group may choose to 
use these resources as well. I would just like to take a moment now to encourage 
participation in the smaller groups where we do seek to engage in the Word with 
others. It is impossible to live out the “one anothers” of Scripture if we are not in 
relationships. So, I would like to encourage you to connect in these smaller 
communities and let me know if I can be of help. 
 



Regarding meeting in the building which I just referred to, the following is from 
Larry Head, the Board Moderator for First Baptist, from a Friday email that was 
sent out to the congregation. He writes, 
 

“The board met again on December 15 and after prayerful review and 
consideration of the current situation, made the decision that baring any 
unexpected major increase in the infection rates, First Baptist will resume in-
person worship and Sunday School for adults, Jr. High and Sr. High starting on 
January 17. Children’s Church will also resume on the 17th during the 10:45am 
service. Early Childhood Ministries will become available according to our 
ability to recruit and schedule the necessary volunteers.” 

 

We so look forward to getting together again on January 17! Now we continue to 
worship the Lord through our giving. In this season, our offering can be given 
online, dropped off here at the church building, or mailed as again, we worship the 
Lord through our tithes and offerings as we are but stewards of all that God has 
given us. 
 
Finally, a special welcome to all of our guests. On our website you can fill out the 
Connection card. And thank you to all those who have done that! It has been great 
to talk and pray with you.  
 
Let us pray. 
 

We thank you, God, that you gathered us together here online. We thank 
you that we can be together, and we pray, Lord, that you will be glorified. We 
pray now that we worship you in spirit and in truth. We pray all these things 
in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
I would like to invite Scott and Barb Iverson to come and read this morning’s 
Advent reading and light our candle for us. 
 

Advent Reading 
The fourth Sunday of Advent signifies love and reminds us that Jesus was 
sent to us because of God’s great love for us. Let this reality be your focus 
this week. No matter what else you are going through, Jesus is God’s love 
embodied in our world and infused into our lives to heal us and draw us 
together. Experience the depth of His love and allow that love to overflow to 



others in grace and unity. Let love fill your days and nights as Christmas 
draws close. 
 

Luke 2:16-20 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave is one and only Son that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 

Ephesians 3:17-19 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. 

 
Sermon 



 

As we continue our Christmas Advent service of rediscovering, we want to 
acknowledge the challenges, frustrations, and sense of loss that many people are 
feeling at this time. Yet we continue as we rediscover hope, joy, and peace. And 
we pray today that God would meet us as we rediscover His love as we look at the 
birth of Christ through the Gospel of John. Open your Bibles to John 1 and we will 
let the apostle share with us as he wrote God’s Word. 
 

John 1:1-4, 14, 17 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. … 
 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. …  
 

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 
 

John 3:16-17 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. 

 

Heavenly Father, we come before you now in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Word became Flesh! You sent your Son to be born as we 
celebrate here at this Christmastime. He lived, he died, he rose again for the 
forgiveness of our sins, and He lives eternally. Lord, we so look forward to 
your second coming. We pray now, God, that you help us to get to know you 
better today and the meaning of your coming for us.  
 
Lord, whatever is shared from me today, blow it away as chaff. Whatever is 
from you, Lord, let it sink deep into our hearts. And Lord, may the words of 



my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O Lord my 
God, my Rock, and my Redeemer. And God’s people said, “Amen.” 

 
The Word: Jesus. All things were made through him, and without him nothing was 
made that has been made. There is God, and then everything else. The Word 
became flesh at Christmas! The most concise statement of the incarnation in 
Scripture. The Word: Jesus. He is the ultimate knowledge. That word “logos” 
(ultimate knowledge) has many meanings. Here, it is the ultimate knowledge to 
become personal and relational, divine reason, cause, plan. The plan of all that is. 
And it is truth. Jesus said of himself that he is truth. The way, the truth, and the 
life. 
 
“In the beginning was the Word.” Now John intends the whole of his Gospel to be 
read in light of verse 1. Jesus did not come into existence; he always did exist. 
Jesus did not become deity; he always was and is deity. Jesus is the source of life 
so that he can impart life. Everything owes its life to the creator. But he did not 
just appear to be a man; he became one. He took on humanity. He made his 
dwelling among us. And he will be coming back one day to do the same – to make 
his dwelling among us.  
 
But why did he come? We see that in John 3:16. God loved. God gave. It tells the 
why. He did not come to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
Now notice how Scripture does not say this: “Because people were so good, God 
so loved that world that he gave his one and only Son.” It does not say that. This is 
foundational as we delve into today’s message. Really, the whole of John 3 alludes 
to the death and resurrection of the Messiah. The reason that he came. Because 
without Easter, we do not celebrate Christmas. Yet, we do celebrate Christmas. 
The Word became flesh. God sent his Son.  
 
You know, we all have many memories of Christmas. One of my favorite memories 
of Christmas growing up in Austin was the Christmas Eve midnight candlelight 
services. They were so beautiful. We would go late at night. It would start at 11pm 
and be filled with singing songs. The sanctuary would be filled. I can remember 
that we would always end with the lights down, singing “Silent Night” with candles 
glowing in the building. It was beautiful! Then we would walk out into the clear, 
crisp, cold air. And as we walked on the snow, the snow would crunch giving that 



good, crunchy snow feeling as we would have the warm sense of God’s presence 
in our hearts. We would be going home getting into the car knowing that mom 
would have the midnight hot chocolate ready for us with the fancy dishes that only 
came out once a year. So many wonderful, fond memories of Christmas. And no 
one can take those memories away. But that was not my favorite Christmas. 
 
My favorite Christmas – that I had never before and never since – was at the 
Federal Correctional Institute of Terminal Island in San Pedro, California. I had 
been doing prison ministry for a few years and I had the opportunity to do a 
Christmas Eve service there. Sang beautiful songs with the inmates, making a 
joyful noise unto the Lord! And it was noise, but it was beautiful because it was 
from the heart. It was 25 convicted drug offenders and me in that building on 
Christmas Eve. As I look back on it, it was my most favorite Christmas Eve as I was 
escorted out of the room that we were in, going through the prison yard, and just 
sensing God’s beautiful presence even in that prison yard. No one can take away 
God’s presence. 
 
At this time of celebrating Christmas 2020, we want to acknowledge the sense of 
loss and challenges that many of us are facing. Yet we can still be creative in how 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We do not want to let the circumstances of 
the day define our Christmas or define who we are. That sense of loss is living in 
victimhood and living with circumstances dictating our well-being. That is not how 
God intended it. As a child of God your identity is in Christ. And that joy, that hope, 
that peace, and God’s love will never leave you. It is there always. 
 

 
We will pick up the rest of this story at the end of today’s message. 
  



There are just some things that I cannot understand, and I never will. I cannot 
understand how a GPS works. I cannot understand how Wi-Fi works or how a 
computer works. And I will never understand how people love coconut! I just do 
not grasp that. Putting coconut in a cookie, or sprinkling coconut on a cookie, just 
ruins that cookie to me! And I love me some cookies! But having coconut on 
cookies or having coconut in cookies is just like, why do that to a perfectly good 
cookie? 
 
As we continue with the birth of Christ and rediscovering love, let us look at this 
word, love. The definition of love has many entries in the Miriam Webster 
Dictionary. Love is mentioned six times for the verb form of the word. Thirteen 
times for the noun form as we look at parts of speech here. The most frequent 
being the object of attachment, devotion, admiration, and fondness. I have a 
fondness for cookies, but not coconut cookies. For me, I love the Minnesota 
Vikings! I have a strong attachment to this team. Since even my first memories are 
with the Minnesota Vikings and wanting to see them win. But sometimes, they just 
make me sick! Sick to my stomach and frustrated.  
 
Is that the way we think God views us at times when we hear, “God loves you” or 
John 3:16? Is his love conditional based on circumstances if we are doing well in 
our Christian walk or not? Is his love for us like the love for things? Like love for the 
Vikings or love for something else? Maybe like a sweater, but when it gets old and 
dingy, I am going to toss it away and do not love it anymore. I am not fond of it 
anymore. Do we assume that since this is how we may love that this is how God 
loves? When we project our human characteristics and attributes on God, we are 
in deep error friends. Just because we act a certain way does not mean that is the 
way God acts. Scripture says in Numbers 20:3, “God is not human, that he should 
lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then 
not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” 
 
From “The Five Love Languages” book by Gary Chapman that came out and he has 
been sharing for many years, I will share four of them: Acts of Service, Quality 
Time, Physical Touch, and Gifts. You know, Christ came and incorporated them 
into his life when he came the first time. And through the Holy Spirit he continues 
to come to us today. We think of these gifts: the gift of the Holy Spirit, the gift of 
Salvation, his presence, and his love that is so very evident. 



I want to read from Romans where Paul writes: 
 

Romans 5:5,8 
“And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 
to us…. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 
Here the Scripture says that God has love, and that love is shown to us. He shares 
it. It is active. Now when we look at love in nouns and verbs (and that has just 
been where I have been getting into my study of Scripture, getting into more of 
the parts of speech and what these words really mean) we can see how the writer 
in Romans here (Paul) defines love. Not describing its characteristics like he did in 
1 Corinthians 13 where love is patient, love is kind, but here he describes it as 
action. In Romans 5:8, “…But God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” He demonstrated that love. Really, a case 
study on love is found on how God loves. Again, he has love. He shares love. His 
love is active.  
 
Now let us continue to build on this idea of love. As we continue with the birth of 
Christ and rediscovering love, let us again look at the words of John. As we read 
the Scripture here in 1 John, let us see what John continues to add about the love 
of God as he did in John 1 and John 3. The passage in 1 John 4:9-11 is surrounded 
by verse 8 and verse 16 where it does not describe that God has love (which he 
does), but that God is love. Love is one of the attributes of God. It is who he is.  
 

1 John 4:9-11 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 

 
We saw in Romans 5 the word love is used as a noun. (A noun is a person, place, 
thing, or idea. A verb is an action word.) In 1 John 4:9, it is being used as a noun 
where he talks about this is how God showed his love. Remember, God has love 
and God is love. Then in verse 10, three times the word love is being used. “This is 



love.” (Now when you see those words, “this is love” you want to pay close 
attention to that as the writer gives a great definition of love.) “This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins.” That forgiveness leading into reconciliation with God as we repent of our 
sins and place our faith in him. Where Jesus Christ came and bore the full penalty 
of our sins and all of God’s wrath as our sins were poured out on Christ. He took it 
all! He loves. Not that we love God, but that he loved us. You see, love loves! 
There it is seen as a verb. God loved us. We also ought to love one another. That 
love should be a defining characteristic of us as Christians.  
 
We see it as a verb form in John 3:16 also. “For God so loved the world….” Love 
loves. Now God could not love if he did not have love. Again, verse 8 and 16 
surround this passage where we see that God is love. And with God, we see in       
1 John 4:9-11 that God’s doing flows from his being. The verb comes from the 
noun. So, his love is authentic. God is simply living in character when he loves in 
accordance with who he is. It is not fake. He is not fickle. And he will always act 
consistently with who he is.  
 
This love here is the word “agape.” It is not fickle. It is not just fondness. It takes 
love to a whole new level. It is the fatherly concern of God for humankind. 
Concern for the good of another. It is unselfish, loyal, benevolent. This position to 
do good, the good will toward humanity. Here we see this agape love is seeking 
the betterment of another person and expecting nothing else in return. Because 
God’s actions flow out of who he is, and not dependent upon the person who will 
receive the action, then it naturally flows out that my actions do not determine if 
God loves me or not. He loves me. That is because of who he is. He loves you 
because that is who he is. He loves.  
 
I do not have to earn his love. He is not waiting for me to act a certain way to get it 
all together, and then he will love me. His love for you and me is not 
circumstantial. No, his love flows naturally from who he is. And God’s love for you, 
God’s love for me, is not based on some legalistic formula or based on human 
standards. There is nothing you can do to make God love you any more. There is 
nothing you can do to make God love you any less. Friend, he died for you! God 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for your sins and mine. God demonstrated 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us and he 



rose again. Defeating death. Defeating sin. Defeating the devil. And as a child of 
the living God, by his grace through faith, his love – this same love – is in you! 
Remember what we read in Romans 5:5 that God’s love has been poured in to our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us. God’s love, that same love, is in 
you and in me. So, please, do not say that you cannot love someone.  
 
There is someone listening right now who, I believe, really needs to hear that. So, 
let me say it again. Do not say that you cannot love someone. You may have pain 
that you are still processing through, yet this love is also spelled “forgiveness.” 
Who might you need to forgive this Christmas? Who might you need to reconcile 
with this Christmas season? May this Christmas be the best Christmas that you 
have ever had as you restore these relationships by the power of God. 
 
There is one more love language. We talked about Gifts, Acts of Service, Physical 
Touch, and Quality Time. Yet there are also words of affirmation. In Galatians 2:20 
(one of my favorite verses) it says, 
 

Galatians 2:20 
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live; but Christ lives in 
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” 

 
That is personal, people! That is real, authentic, true love. 
 



Now, I started this sermon with the words, “Once upon a time….” Those words 
typically start fairytales, they start make-believe stories. But I know that this 
story I have shared with you about the young boy is true. I know it to be true 
because it is my story. And this story of God’s love is your story for all who 
believe. My friend, live in this love of God. This same love is there for you. 
Rediscover God’s love today. 
 
As we close, I think the words of Phillip Brooks in “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
are very meaningful. He wrote, 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts, the blessings of his heaven. 
 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We thank you for your love. Your love is unfathomable. You love us 
authentically, truly, sincerely, because that is who you are. Lord, hear the 
silent prayers of your people now as we meditate on your love. 
 

Lord, as we live in this beautiful Christmas season this year, may you 
envelope us in your hope, your joy, your peace, and your agape love. For we 
pray these things in the name of the Lord and Savior, Jesus, who is the Christ. 
Amen. 

 
So, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Seek God. Be family. We will see you online on 
Christmas Eve. Merry Christmas! 


