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Good morning! Welcome to the First Baptist Church Traditional worship service. 
We are so glad that you are here to worship with us. And, if you are still getting 
coffee or getting settled, do not worry. The service is not officially starting now. 
That will be in a few moments. But we want to share a few announcements with 
you as we get prepared to worship our Lord on this first Sunday of Advent. 
 
Many of you are probably wondering when you will receive more information 
about our Christmas Eve service plans. We will be sharing those with you next 
Sunday. We wanted to buy ourselves as much time as possible to determine 
whether the COVID situation in our area would allow us to offer an in-person 
service option. So, next Sunday and in the weeks ahead we will be sharing with 
you if we will be able to do services in person in addition to online, or whether 
they will be totally online. So, keep tuned in for that. 
 
Also, beginning this morning we would love to have you join us in this Advent 
Reading Plan. It was sent out last week in an email and sent via the Post Office to 
those who do not have email. I will send it out again this morning in case you 
missed that email. It is also on our website. So, if you are not on our email list, you 
can go to firstbaptistcambridge.org and find the link on our Home page. Please add 
this reading to our Bible Reading and Prayer Plan. So, you will continue to read 
through Psalms, and you can add this Advent reading to prepare our hearts and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
We also want to let you know that Angel Tree is a ministry that we take part in 
every single year. It is an opportunity for us to care for and show the love of Jesus 
to families who have one or both parents who are in jail or in prison. We purchase 



gifts that go to the kids of those families. This year it will be done completely 
online. So, we are not purchasing physical gifts to pack up and ship this year. We 
will be buying gift cards which will go to those families. There will be an email that 
will come out tomorrow with all of the information about how to do that. How to 
buy those gift cards and pay online. If you need a little bit of help, please let us 
know and we will be happy to help you with that. 
 
Beginning this Sunday, we are also offering a phone streaming service. That would 
be something very helpful for those who do not have high-speed internet and/or 
the technology to access this live stream. So, if you are watching this and you 
know someone who might not have the ability to join us in our streams that are on 
video on Facebook, YouTube, and on our website, please let them know that we 
have a phone streaming service where they can sign up to receive an automated 
phone call when our Traditional worship service or our Contemporary worship 
service begins. They can listen on the phone to the entire service and worship with 
us in that way. Obviously, the speaker phone option would be a great one for 
those who are able to do that. You can contact the church office if you have any 
questions about that. 
 
Finally, I want to welcome all of our guests who are worshiping with us this 
morning. If you are new to First Baptist Church and joining us online for the first 
time, or the third time, or the fifth time, and you haven’t yet let us know that you 
have been joining us, we would love to be able to connect with you. If you go to 
our website firstbaptistcambridge.org you will find a Connection card on that main 
page. We would love it if you would fill it out and submit that to us. It will give us a 
chance to welcome you, answer any questions that you might have, and help you 
understand how you and other members of your family can get connected to First 
Baptist and grow in your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. So, welcome 
guests! We hope that you feel like you are part of the family. 
 
Now, here is your official welcome to the start of the Traditional worship service 
here at First Baptist Church. If you are catching us now, you are right on time. Let 
us all join together in worship as we sing “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
 



What a wonderful way to begin our season of Advent together. I know that for me 
in this year of prolonged difficulty, challenge, and trial, it is so good to sing 
Christmas songs and to be reminded that Jesus has come. That he is living here 
with us. That he is caring for us in these difficult days. We are entering an Advent 
series called REdiscovering Christmas. Through this series we will have the 
opportunity to look at all of the things that are true of us because we are loved by 
a God who has come to visit us. Who was born 2000 years ago. We are going to 
celebrate that all month long. This morning we are going to be talking about Hope 
in our uncertainties. Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Father God, we do thank you for the gift of this time together. We thank you 
for the gift of this season. You sent your one and only Son and that is the 
greatest gift that any of us have ever received. Jesus, we thank you that you 
did come. That you took on flesh. That you were born to a poor young 
mother and father. You came into this world in no way that we would have 
expected. And you came to bring us life. Life abundantly, even in the midst of 
the trials and challenges. You came that we might live through you. 
 
We thank you for the hope that we have in this world and in these difficulties 
because you are Lord. Because you are King. Because you rule and reign over 
all. So, we give you thanks and praise on this first Sunday of Advent. Teach us 
now by your Word and by your Holy Spirit. Form us. Shape us. Mold us. Help 
us to become more like you, Jesus Christ. Help us to receive the hope that is 
ours in you. We pray this in your Holy name. Amen. 

 
The reality is every generation has a moment or two that they remember for the 
rest of their lives. So, we are going to play a little game this morning. I am going to 
ask you, “Where were you when…?” and then you are going to see a list of a whole 
bunch of world or national events. Take a moment and think about some of these 
that you lived through and try to remember where you were, or what you were 
doing, or who you were with when you first heard of these events. Where were 
you when some of these really key moments in the nation’s history, or the world’s 
history took place? 
 
 



Where were you when…? 

• Bombing of Pearl Harbor, D-Day, V-E Day… 

• JFK and MLK Jr. were assassinated 

• Neil Armstrong landed on the moon 

• Berlin Wall torn down 

• Shootings at Columbine High School 

• Y2K 

• Attacks on 9/11 

• Great Recession/Financial Crisis 
 
Now, I was not alive for those first three groupings of events. And my sons are 
looking at the list and thinking, “We were not alive for most of those events.” Yet, 
some of us have lived through one or 2, and some of us have lived through all of 
those events. Let me tell you, years from now, decades from now, generations 
from now, people will be talking about 2020! This will be one of those moments 
that shapes our culture and shapes our world and changes life for time to come. 
 
Think about 2020. We have had a global pandemic. An economic recession – not 
only here, but around the world. Mass unemployment. A racial reckoning that is 
still unfolding around us. Political division. Cultural upheaval. Record wildfires 
which have included fire tornados. Record hurricanes which have included massive 
flooding. And that is not a complete list! What else would you add to that list? The 
reality is, I have not yet talked about murder hornets or flying snakes!!! Or some of 
the other things that we have discovered or learned about in 2020. It has been a 
really, really long year. A really difficult year. A trying and challenging year. 
 
In the midst of this kind of year, we need hope! We need hope. We always need 
hope. There is never a day that goes by where you or I do not need hope to face 
the challenges, the trials, the opportunities of that day. Yet in days like these, we 
really, really need hope. And Jesus Christ, of course, is the one who offers us sure 
hope. If there has ever been a year where we need the hope of Christmas, surely 
2020 is that year. And if there has ever been a year where the world would finally 
recognize our desperation for the hope that we have in Jesus Christ, this should be 
that year. 2020 should be the year where people fall on their knees and cry out to 
Jesus Christ – the only One that can save in the midst of these difficult days. That is 



one of the reasons why over the course of the spring and summer, as the Vision 
team was meeting, praying, and seeking the Lord’s wisdom and guidance and 
direction for where He is leading our church in this next year and in future years, 
we felt strongly that what God wanted us to focus on was Uniting as Family to 
Enjoy and Unleash God’s Mercy and Hope. Because we all need more and more of 
God’s mercy and hope in our lives. AND God wants to unleash his mercy and his 
hope through each one of you, through us as a church family in this year, in this 
season of ongoing trials in the lives of everyone around us.  
 
This hope piece is so important that we are actually going to begin the first Sunday 
in January a 12-week series on Unshakeable Hope. It is a book that was written by 
Max Lucado. There is a lot of great resources for children, youth, and adults that 
we will be using. In our Sunday morning series, we will be focusing on 
understanding the promises of God because as we stand on those promises, we 
have unshakable hope. Our God is so good to us and He has promised us so much! 
So, we are going to continue to grow in our understanding of how to live out of 
that hope that we receive from Jesus Christ. 
 
As we move into Advent, we are first going to begin by focusing on hope. Now, 
here is a crash course on Advent. I do this every year at the beginning of the 
Advent season because some of us did not grow up with Advent. But Advent 
simply means, “coming” or “arrival.” In Advent, we celebrate that Jesus has come. 
We prepare for the celebration of His birth. It is a season of expectation, of 
waiting, anticipation, and longing. And we long not simply because the people of 
old longed for Jesus to be born. That longing has been fulfilled. But we long for the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. This is a season that links past, present, and future. 
So, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in a few short weeks. We give 
thanks that Jesus is Emmanuel – God with us. He is with us right here, right now in 
this place, in every home. He is with us. And we long for the second coming. The 
return of Jesus Christ. 
 
Each Sunday through Advent we are going to focus on a Bible character or two 
who is part of the Christmas story. This morning we are going to look at Simeon 
and Anna. These are two characters that sometimes do not get mentioned over 
the course of a Christmas season or an Advent season because they come into the 



picture right after Jesus was born. So, we are actually going to pick up the story 
after the birth of Jesus Christ because these two characters give us a beautiful 
picture of what it can look like to keep hope alive in the midst of very trying and 
difficult circumstances.  
 
The reality is that 2020 has been terrible by many measures! I do not know that 
anyone of us, if we had the opportunity, would go back and re-live 2020. We 
would just rather put all of this behind us. I hear so many people in person and 
online saying, “I cannot wait for New Year’s Eve to celebrate the end of 2020 and 
the beginning of a new year!” But I have got news for you. 2021 could be worse! 
We do not know! We are hoping, praying, and trusting that 2021 will be better. 
And yet we hope in God no matter what the circumstances of each year brings. 
 
Even though our 2020 has been hard, difficult, and trying, the reality is that life in 
the first century for God’s people was very dark and trying as well. The Jewish 
people and so many other people groups of the world at that time lived under the 
heal of the Roman Empire and they suffered in their day-to-day lives. And there 
was in their day famine. There was in their day disease. There was in their day 
hardships. There was persecution. There were trials of all different kinds. I think 
for some of us at least, and I will put myself in this boat, 2020 has been so hard 
because prior to 2020 life for most of us was really good. And in many ways, it is so 
much easier than 99 percent of people in this world for all of history have lived. 
We have life in this nation, by God’s grace, by his blessing, so good. So, when a 
year comes long like this, it kind of knocks us and we lose our balance. We are off-
kilter, and we are not sure how to respond.  
 
Yet people in this day were used to trials and challenge on a daily basis. So, we cry 
out with our first century brothers and sisters, “How long, God? How long will we 
continue suffering? How long until the Messiah comes to save us, to deliver us, to 
redeem us?” And God’s answer is, “I am coming soon!” 
 
Let us turn to Luke 2:22-38. When we are in person, I always invite people to stand 
for the main text of the morning. I know when you are at home, that might feel a 
little awkward, so if you would prefer to stay seated, that is okay. 
 



Luke 2:22-38 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons.” 
 

Isn’t it interesting that the Lord was brought before and consecrated to the 
Lord? 

 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This 
child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting 
and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 



thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 
So, Anna and Simeon are for us incredible examples of how to receive and live out 
of the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ even in the midst of difficult and trying days. 
Anna and Simeon were torches of hope in Israel. They fully expected God to come 
through and do what he had promised to do for his people. They believed God and 
were waiting to be revealed what God was going to do in their midst. 
 
Anna and Simeon were elders who had lived long lives. For those of you who do 
not have a close relationship with an elder in your life, I would encourage you get a 
close relationship, a friendship with someone who is a generation or two ahead of 
you because they have lived through a lot and God has carried them through a lot. 
And God has formed them through those trials and challenges. They can be a great 
source of hope, encouragement, and strength in these trying times. 
 
Anna and Simeon had seen and experienced many things. Both hardship of their 
people and pain in their own lives. Think of Anna. Now in the culture at this time, 
women were typically married in their mid-teen years. We learn that she was 
married for about 7 years. So, it was probably in her early to mid-20s was when 
her husband had died. And in this time, widows were some of the overlooked 
people of society. Some who had to fend for themselves. Some who had to turn to 
begging or other things to try and get food to eat and make ends meet. So, Anna 
had likely lived for at least 60 years after the death of her husband. She had 
experienced deep pain and yet she held onto hope. The hope that was hers in the 
living God. 
 
Because they had hope in the one true living God, Simeon and Anna saw beyond 
the difficult circumstances that marked their lives. Neither Simeon nor Anna 
seemed the least bit surprised or uncertain about the fact that this baby Jesus is 
the long-promised Messiah. Think about it. Most of the characters in this Biblical 
account in this story of Jesus being born get visited by angels. And often times, 
those who are visited by angels have a hard time believing that what the angel 
says is true and will come to pass. Yet, Anna and Simeon are two heroes of the 
faith who in a moment recognized that Jesus was the promised Messiah. They 



were tuned in. They were ready, waiting, watching, listening, expecting. They were 
filled with hope and that made them ready for the miracle that God delivered to 
them and delivered to the whole world. 
 

1. Hope sees beyond 
You see, hope sees beyond. Hope sees beyond the present circumstances. 
Whether those circumstances be good or bad. No matter how bad your year 
has been, no matter what kind of problems or trials or struggles you are 
facing right now, no matter what kind of season of darkness and pain you are 
in, let me encourage you to never abandon hope! Never give up hope. Hope 
is still alive even in our deepest pain. Even in our most hopeless 
circumstances. Hope chases away the darkness and uncertainty. Hope is alive 
because God is with us! God is with us.  
 
That is something that Anna and Simeon knew beyond a shadow of a doubt. 
That God was with them and that he would care for them and deliver them. 

 
 In Romans 8:24-26, Paul says this: 
 

24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope 
at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope 
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the 
same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. 

 
The reality is that what is going on in your life, what is going on in our world, 
the things that are weighing you down right now, there will come an end to 
those things. God will carry you through. There are brighter days ahead. We 
can hope in God that this season will not last forever. AND, even if things get 
worse, even if in your life, in this community, in this nation, in the world, 
even if things take a turn for the worse, we have hope in God because we see 
beyond this life to the life that is to come when we will be with God for all of 
eternity. We will experience the beauty, the wonder of being in his glorious 
presence forevermore, where there will be no more sickness, sadness, or 



pain. There will be no more loss. There will only be completion and union 
and love and joy. So, we hope in our God. We seek beyond. 

 
2. God is with us – here, now, and always 

In the second part of that passage, Paul says, “In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weaknesses.” We are able to see beyond because God is with 
us here, now, and always. If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Spirit of the living God is always with you! The Holy Spirit fills us and lives in 
us. Anna and Simeon knew that they worshiped a God who had promised to 
be with his people over and over and over again. All throughout the Old 
Testament, when Jesus comes, and all throughout the New Testament we 
see that we worship a God that promises to be with and care for his people. 
They knew that Messiah would one day come. And we know that Jesus will 
return to bring us home to be with him. 
 
Think of these passages of Scripture (and there is so many more that we 
could look at).  
 

Isaiah 41:10 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand. 
 

Isaiah 43:1-2 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” 

 



This was written to the people of God living in exile! Living in very difficult, 
trying circumstances. And God is saying to them, “I am with you. I have plans 
for you. I will give you a hope and a future.” 
 
Or think of the words of Jesus, in Matthew 28:20, “And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
God is with us always, to the end of the age, and that gives us great hope in 
the midst of our uncertainties. 
 

3. Hope in God inspires us to carry on 
Think of these two saints Simeon and Anna. Think of the long lives that they 
had lived of obedience to God, worshiping God, waiting on God. And it was 
not until very late in their lives, in fact, right before the end of their earthly 
lives, where they finally saw the promises of God revealed and fulfilled to 
them. Yet they hoped in God, so they carried on in their worship of the one 
true God. They carried on in their service of the one true God. 
 
The apostle Paul describes in Romans 5:1-5 the cycle of hope like this: 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have 
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And 
we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 
So, we hope in God. We hope in His glory. And as trials come (and they will 
come) even though 2020 will come to a close and at some point in time the 
COVID-19 pandemic will come to an end, and the economy will be rebuilt, 
jobs will be restored, hopefully racial reconciliation will flow throughout our 
nation, and all of those things will hopefully be in the rearview mirror at 
some point in time, guess what? There are more trials coming. There is more 
trouble coming. There are more challenges coming. And yet because we 



hope in the glory of God as those trials come and we endure, God uses that 
to help us become more like Jesus Christ.  
 
And as we become more like Jesus Christ, we have even more hope to face 
the trials that are still to come. And we are not put to shame in that hope 
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us. What an amazing gift that God has given us 
himself. 
 
You know, this empowering of hope reminds me of a great story from this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Do you remember hearing about Captain Tom? I do not 
know if any of you have heard about this several months ago. In all the doom 
and gloom of the pandemic Captain Tom rose as a hero, and a very unlikely 
hero at that. Tom Moore, now Captain Sir Tom Moore since he was knighted 
by the Queen of England, was a 100-year old man who single-handedly raised 
$40 million dollars for the health care system in Britain walking 100 laps 
around his garden. That is right; 100 laps for 100 years. This started as a 
challenge from his son-in-law. His son-in-law said, “I will donate $1 for every 
lap, dad, that you make around your garden. Given that you are 100 years 
old, we will set a goal at 100.” That donation and this idea went viral when 
his daughter posted it on a charity website. The news spread quickly and 
suddenly this World War II veteran, gripping his walker, and wearing a navy-
blue blazer decorated with his military medals, walked around his garden, 
and became a national hero. Captain Tom was an inspiration. What an 
amazing story! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now he has said since then that he is hopeful that once the pandemic 
subsides, he wants to travel the world. I hope I am as spry as Captain Tom if I 
ever make it to a point of 100 years old. There is a great lesson about hope in 
this story. Listen to what Captain Tom told reporters. “The first step was the 
hardest. After that, I got into the swing of it and kept on going.” The first step 
was the hardest. Isn’t that so true for so many of us? Isn’t that so true in this 
journey of trusting in and clinging to hope?  
 
It can be so hard to lift our downcast, tear-filled eyes, to look for that tiny 
spark of hope when we feel completely swallowed by our pain. It can be so 
difficult to look beyond our troubles and grasp our Lord’s out-stretched 
hand. It can feel so impossible to take that first step toward hope when we 
are weighed down by our burdens. But when we receive the promise of hope 
in God’s Word, when we find him, cling to him, cry out to him, and reach for 
him, we find new strength. When we accept the power of hope granted to us 
in God’s Spirit, we find new inspiration to take another step. When we focus 
on the power of hope embodied in the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ - in his life, his death, his resurrection, in the return and the eternal 
nature of our God – we discover new strength to take that first step and keep 
on stepping. Keep on walking. Get into the swing of it. Maybe even some day 
we will run, one step at a time. 
 
You see, hope inspires us. Hope emboldens us. Hoping in God allows hope to 
build on hope and keeps us going no matter what. So often we as humans 
want to see and know what is going to happen tomorrow. I remember back 
when this pandemic started. We were trying to decide how we were going to 
respond to the congregation. We were hopeful very early on that it would 
maybe be 2-3-4 weeks where we would not have services in the building. 
Well, that turned into several months. Then we had services here for a while. 
And then as we listened to our local health officials and doctors who are part 
of this church family, and the reality that our hospital was at capacity and 
over capacity in light of COVID right now, we had to take another step back. 
We would have never imagined back in March and April that this is where we 
would be today. And yet God has been with us all the way through.  
 



God has been providing us with hope. He has been carrying us on. You see, 
unfortunately, our lives do not work in terms of us knowing what tomorrow 
or next week or next month or next year will bring. It is not a privilege that 
we have been granted. But in Christ, we have been given the end to the 
ultimate story. In Christ, we have been given true life that transcends the 
pain of earth, the brokenness of our present world.  
 
In this Advent season, we can find hope in the arrival of Jesus Christ. We can 
draw our hope from God’s faithfulness in fulfilling his long-awaited promises 
of the Messiah. We can take great encouragement from Anna and Simeon 
and recognize that even if it takes a lifetime to see God’s promises fulfilled, 
our God is a God who keeps his promises. We can focus on the hope of God’s 
continued work in and all around us that will one day take away even the 
need for hope when we realize the reality of God’s full restoration. And in 
the midst of whatever life is throwing at us, we can experience the hope of 
God’s Spirit within us, carrying us, strengthening us, emboldening us, and 
giving us the strength to take the next step before us. 
 
So, two questions for you: 
 

1. What is your next step of hope today? 
Wherever you are at in your relationship with God, wherever you are 
at in your trials, difficulties, and pain, wherever you are at in terms of 
what has happened in the days and weeks preceding this one, what 
is your next step of hope today? 
 

2. What is your next step of hope in this Advent season? 
 
Again, we would encourage you to get one of the Advent Reading Plans to 
immerse yourself in the Scriptures, to continue reading through the Psalms and 
allow God through those personal times of pursuing him, praying to him, and 
reading his Scriptures, to be strengthened in hope. But maybe there is something 
else. Maybe there is another next step that God has for you to take. Brothers and 
sisters, hope has a name – Jesus Christ.  
 



I pray that this season of Advent, this Christmas celebration would be the best one 
yet for each and every one of you. And the reality that our God came and was born 
and placed in a manger so that he would become the Savior of the world, that that 
reality would land in your heart and mind in a way that it never has before. The 
reality of God being Emmanuel, Jesus being Emmanuel – God with us, would mean 
more to you this year than it ever has before. Christ has come. Christ is with us. 
Christ will return. Let us welcome him into our hearts and lives in this season and 
every day of our lives. This is a season of expectation and it is a season of hope. 
May you receive the hope that is yours in Jesus Christ. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Father, you know that it has been a hard year. There have been so many 
good things that have happened in this year and we give you thanks and 
praise for each good thing that we have received as a gift from you, heavenly 
Father. We know that every good and perfect gift comes down from heaven 
by your hand to bless and encourage your children. So, we thank you for 
those good gifts. Yet you know, Father, full well that this has been a hard 
year and we need hope. We need hope to endure the ongoing trials that 
surround us.  

 
We thank you, Jesus, that you are Emmanuel – God with us. That we have 
hope in you. That you fulfilled the hopes of Simeon and Anna and the whole 
world of creation that was groaning for Messiah to come. And that you are 
Messiah. You are the Savior. You are the Redeemer. You are the One who 
has come to set things right. Yet we live in this in between time between 
your first coming and your second coming where there is so much goodness 
because of the work that you are doing in this world. There is so much 
goodness because of the love that you are pouring out through your 
children. Yet there is so much sin, and darkness, and despair. There are so 
many trials and challenges. So, in this season we worship you because you 
are with us. And we thank you for the hope that we have in you and through 
you, Jesus Christ, to endure. I pray for each brother and each sister that you 
would meet them in their place of need. That you would lavish your love, 
your mercy, and your hope upon them. That you would draw near to them as 
you promise to do as we draw near to you, Lord, in this season. May we be 



filled with hope. A hope that causes people around us and the world around 
us to wonder about you and our relationship with you. May we have hope in 
our uncertainties because you have come and are coming again. We pray this 
in your matchless name, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
We are so excited to continue in this Advent season with you and we hope that 
you will join us each and every week as we discover and re-discover what 
Christmas is all about. 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

Lord God bless your children as we walk with you and receive all that you 
have for us in this season of expectation, of longing, of hope, of joy, and of 
peace. We have all of that because of who you are Lord God because of the 
promises you made to us. We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 

Have a blessed day! 


