
 

 

May 24, 2020 
Dear First Baptist Brothers and Sisters, 
 
The following policies and procedures are in effect for groups that desire to meet 
in our church building during Phases I & II (effective June 1, 2020). Thank you for 
loving and serving the Lord and caring for and protecting your brothers and sisters 
in Christ through reading, understanding and carefully following the policies and 
procedures outlined below! 
 
First Baptist Building Usage and In-person Ministry/Meetings 
- As a reminder, all groups are encouraged to continue meeting online if possible.  
- Other preferable options for meeting would be to meet outside in a social  
  distancing fashion (our church parking lots and yard/grassy area can be great  
  places to do this) or to meet on someone’s deck, yard, or home if it is large  
  enough to facilitate social distancing by the group. 
- BEGINNING JUNE 1 – Groups of 10 or less may begin to utilize the church  
  building if that is truly the best option for the meeting. All group members are  
  expected to read and abide by the “Personal Responsibility and In-Person  
  Ministry – Covid-19” letter as well as the following policies and procedures: 

• Unless you have been cleared through testing, by a doctor, or through 4 or 
more days without any symptoms or medication, no one who has tested 
positive for Covid-19, been exposed to someone who has tested positive, or 
is sick with a fever (99.1 or above), cough, sore throat, and/or shortness of 
breath should attend a meeting at church or in any other location. *See 
“Personal Responsibility and In-Person Ministry – Covid-19” letter  

• Everyone must practice good hygiene when they are coming to and in the 
church building – frequent hand washing, covering mouth and nose with a 
sleeve or tissue during a sneeze or cough, avoid touching your face 
(especially mouth, nose, and eyes). 



 

 

• A group must schedule their meeting through Cheryl Morin (call the main 
office number 689-1173 and dial extension 111) at least 2 business days in 
advance of the meeting. 

• A group must have a leader with a FOB to access the building. If a leader of   
a group does not have a FOB, please contact Becky Frank to get one. 

• With over 200 church family members age 70+, and many more with 
underlying health conditions, all group members are strongly recommended 
to wear masks while in the building. If you have a medical condition that 
prevents you from being able to wear a mask, you are free to go without 
one. Since masks are more about protecting other people, this is a powerful 
way for us to have the ‘same mindset as Christ Jesus’ and value others above 
ourselves by placing their interests above our own (Phil 2:3-11). This is not 
about infringing on anyone’s personal rights; instead, this is about loving, 
serving, and protecting the most vulnerable among us in a way that honors 
God and one another. This recommendation aligns with the most recent 
update to the “Stay Safe MN” order as well as the latest guidelines from the 
CDC (5/23) for houses of worship. Masks will be available for those who need 
them. 

• Groups are encouraged to wait outside the building until all participants have 
arrived and then proceed into the church with social distancing between 
members and the leader holding the outside door open while standing 
behind the door (instructional video will be provided). Because the doors will 
remain locked, this enables the door to be unlocked once and held open by 
the leader instead of unlocked and touched/opened over and over again by 
numerous people. 

• As the group enters the building, members are asked to use the hand 
sanitizer station near the front doors to clean their hands. 

• At this time, we will only be opening up the upstairs education wing 
classrooms near the main office (Fireside, 201, 202) and we ask that no one 
enter other parts of the building unless special permission has been granted. 

• Rooms will be set up for you with chairs set in a social distancing manner of 
at least 6’ spacing in all directions. Please do not rearrange the chairs for 
your meeting. 

• Rooms will be equipped with hand sanitizer, cleansing wipes, and clear 
instructions for how to disinfect the room at the close of the meeting 



 

 

• At the end, the group is responsible for following the instructions provided 
for sanitizing the room. The meeting, including sanitizing of the room and all 
touched surfaces in traffic areas, must end at the time arranged during 
scheduling to allow adequate time for the group to exit the room and 
building before another group would arrive. 

• As groups leave, they should once again maintain social distancing.  

• More than one group could be in the building at a time utilizing separate 
rooms but are asked not to enter the other group’s room or ‘mingle’ before 
or after meetings. 

• We encourage you not to use the restroom at church unless it is absolutely 
necessary. If it becomes necessary, all touched surfaces must be sanitized by 
the individual. 

• Drinking fountains, coffee, and food are not permitted during this phase. 
Given this reality, the Fireside kitchen should not be used at this time. 

• The rooms in use, high touch surfaces in traffic areas (light switches and 
handrails), and restrooms on that wing will be deep cleaned and sanitized by 
Scott Iverson or a member of his staff at the end of each business day or the 
start of the next one. 

 
Thank you for your understanding, flexibility, commitment, and love for your 
church family! God is honored when we put the needs of others above our own, 
care for the vulnerable, and serve one another in these ways. We are eager to 
offer greater in-person ministry and worship opportunities in the weeks and 
months ahead and will notify you when we are ready to move forward with the 
next phase of reopening our church building. 
 
With Love, 
Pastor Jared on behalf of the First Baptist Church Board and Staff  


