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Anyone out there need a little hope right now? In these days especially, we need 
to be reminded of the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ. The good news is that we 
are going to spend a good chunk of this year focusing in on the hope that is ours in 
Jesus Christ, the mercy that God extends to us, how to receive and enjoy and soak 
and live in that hope and mercy, and how to be channels that God’s hope and 
mercy, His love and grace, His kindness can flow through into the lives of other 
people. That is what these “Fourth Focus” cards are about. You can take these and 
stick them in your wallet or purse. You can put them on your refrigerator at home 
or your bathroom mirror. Somewhere that you will see this card on a frequent 
basis. We are going to unpack that a little bit more this morning and, in the weeks 
ahead. What does it mean for us to unite as family to enjoy and unleash God’s 
mercy and hope? I am so excited about what God has instore for us in this year 
ahead. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we thank you that you do keep hope alive. You are our living hope, 
Jesus. You are our living hope. And our world needs hope right now. We 
need hope right now. Our world needs the mercy of God to fall upon it. We 
need mercy, Lord. 
 
We are so thankful for these two incredible gifts that you have lavished on 
your children and that you extend to all people. Through your great mercy 
you have offered us all an opportunity to have a living hope in a living God 
who is able to save. So, we cry out to you to do that work in us and through 
us in this year ahead. 
 



We thank you for the ways you have been leading us faithfully year by year 
through this vision journey that you have us on. We pray that this year would 
be a significant year of life transformation in our lives, in this church family, 
in the community around us, and to the ends of the earth through our 
brothers and sisters who serve you on the mission field. 
 
And we pray, Lord, that you would be glorified in all ways as we offer 
ourselves to you. And we pray these things in Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 

 
Paul writes in various places in his letters (and we are going to look at two of them 
to begin our study together this morning) about what we are experiencing in these 
days. And, really, what has been the human experience for all of history, but we 
feel it more acutely right now in light of what is going on around us. 
 
The first passage comes from 2 Timothy 3:1-4. 
 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God— 

 
And likewise, in Romans 1 where Paul, obviously, is writing about the human 
experience in light of sin in this world and in light of life apart from God. But this so 
adequately describes our days as well. Beginning in verse 28: 
 

Romans 1:28-32 
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that 
they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with 
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, 
God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing 
evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no 
fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous 



decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only 
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice 
them. 

 
Now, we need to be very cautious! As we read passages like this, it is very easy for 
those who have been part of the family of God, who have received his forgiveness 
and salvation, and have walked with Jesus for 3, 5, 10, 20, 30, 50 years and think 
about, “Oh yeah, I know those people. I know those who are so wicked, living 
these ways, and doing these awful things.” We need to first recognize that we are 
guilty of many of these exact same sins. And even if some of these sins God has 
protected us and shielded us from, or maybe some of these sins were things God 
has helped us to grow from and heal from and move beyond, maybe these are sins 
of our past, it is really important that we remain humble before our God and 
repentant before our God. Otherwise we will sit in the judgement seat which only 
Jesus Christ is allowed to sit in, and we will look down upon and cast judgement 
upon the people around us who are living in darkness and sin. 
 
That is not the purpose of what Paul is writing here. However, he is drawing 
attention to the human condition apart from Jesus Christ. Apart from Jesus Christ, 
we are all like this all of the time. Again, it might not be every single one of these 
sins that you would live in or struggle in if you were apart from Jesus Christ, yet we 
are all prone to wandering in these ways and sinning in these ways. Really what 
Paul is pointing out is the state of our world. The state of our world apart from 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Let us think about the state of our world today. Let us think about what is going on 
around us in the world right now. 
 

• Worldwide Pandemic 
Hundreds of thousands of people in this nation, tens of millions around the 
world. So many have died. So many have gotten ill. So many have endured 
suffering as a result of this pandemic. We have church family members who 
have gotten sick with COVID-19. We have church family members who have 
lost loved ones to this terrible illness. 
 



• Global Financial Crisis 
This is really a result of this worldwide pandemic and global lockdowns that 
have taken place. 
 

• Natural Disasters 
Natural disasters are raging in this nation and around the world. The 
wildfires. The hurricanes. Global starvation that has become more epidemic 
in this crisis. 
 

• Protests, Rioting, and Unrest 
 

• Treating One Another as Enemies 
There is this whole concept, in this nation at least, that we have begun to not 
treat one another as fellow citizens who are worthy of our understanding, 
our compassion and our love. But, no, you are an enemy of mine or you are 
friend of mine that there is nothing in between that. And I need to know 
more about you so that I can determine whether you belong in that enemy 
camp or whether you are an ally of mine. A friend of mine. 
 

• Deception, “Spin”, and Politicizing Everything 
There is so much deception, “spin” and politicizing of everything! That is one 
of the things that just breaks my heart. How we have been so easily led down 
this path where every single thing you have to choose a side on. And 
depending on what side you are on, half of the people in this nation are 
against you and are your enemies. 

 
There is a sickness that has gripped our nation. And this sickness is sin! Yet there 
are all kinds of new ways that people are inventing to engage in sin. And there are 
all kinds of ways that our enemy is using to pull us into sin. This is the state of our 
world right now. This is the state of people right now. 
 
I got this email from a good friend of mine, Tom, who used to be part of this 
church family before he left: 
 

“Friends, I am sure this will shock you, but thought I would let you all 
know that today I volunteered for the vaccine trials for COVID-19. The 
vaccine is one that was created in Russia. I received my first shot at 



9:00am, and I wanted to let you all know that it’s completely safe, with 
no side effects whatsoever, and that I feel….” (The remainder of the 
email is in Russian.)  

 
Now only those of you who are fluent in reading Russian will be able to read the 
end of that email. Bringing a little humor into the reality that even vaccines are 
being politicized in this nation! How ridiculous is that? Yet, that is what our enemy 
wants to do – to divide, create camps, and to have us judge and condemn and be 
angry with one another. 
 
This situation in our world creates these kinds of conditions in people around us. 
Loneliness is running rampant. It is an epidemic in our nation. That was true 
before lockdowns kept us separated from one another for months on end. There is 
so much confusion in people’s hearts and minds. There is division aplenty. So 
many are deceived. So many in the church are deceived. We are so deceived by 
things that we hear that we take as “gospel” truth without running it through the 
filter of what the Word of God says and having it be our source of truth and 
wisdom and understanding. Instead, taking the wisdom of man. There are many 
who are angry. Many who are anxious. Many who are desperate in these days. 
 
When I look at the church in this country right now, I see many of these exact 
same things. I see complacency. Now, I want to be very careful when I say this 
because there are many people in our church family…. In fact, last Sunday was the 
first Sunday where Mandy came with our boys to one of our services here at 
church. They came and sat in the Sanctuary during the Contemporary service so 
that they could be a little more isolated and a little more protected. For Mandy, 
given her health conditions, this whole COVID thing is a very dangerous thing. So, 
we are trying to be careful.  
 
I want to affirm any of you who are continuing to worship with us online that that 
is okay, and please continue to do that as long as you need to in light of what is 
going on in our community and our world. Please, we want you to know that you 
are just as much a part of this family as anyone who is here in person.  
 



Having said that, I believe that six months from now, a year from now, many 
churches will be half the size they were pre-pandemic. Because you know what 
happens? You start worshipping online and you are doing that regularly and 
engaged in that. But pretty soon you begin to drift. A Sunday goes by, or a couple 
weeks go by, or a month goes by, and you get out of that habit of worshipping 
with your brothers and sisters and engaging in real relationship with then. And it is 
so easy to see your faith begin to slip and slide. We cannot afford to let that 
happen! We need Jesus and we need one another. 
 
And we cannot receive the fullness of what God desires to offer to us and do in us 
if we are not worshipping with our brothers and sisters on a regular basis. If we are 
not serving one another. If we are not praying for each other. If we are not 
encouraging one another. If we are not giving to the Lord generously. If we are not 
doing that on a regular basis, we will suffer and the church will suffer, and the 
whole world will suffer when the people of God are not gathering to glorify His 
name and be part of the work that he wants to do in this world. 
 
There is so much confusion in the church. There is so much division in the church. 
There are people who are leaving the church because, “Well, my church is not 
taking this COVID situation seriously enough.” And there are people who are 
leaving the church because, “My church is taking this way too seriously and this 
mask thing is ridiculous!” And there are people who are in camps within the 
church who have all kinds of different perspectives and they are being divided by 
the enemy. 
 
There is sadness in the church. Anger, anxiety, and desperation. Now, if that 
desperation leads us to cry out to Jesus and to trust and hope in Him, to cling to 
Him in a way that we have never clung to Him before, that desperation is a good 
thing. But when it is a desperation of, “I am not sure God can get us through this.” 
or “I feel hopeless in the midst of these trials.” then it is a damaging thing. It is not 
a good thing. 
 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14: 
 

13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be 
strong. 14 Do everything in love. 



 
Be on your guard; stand firm in your faith; be courageous; be strong. Do 
everything in love. What a word for today! What a word for today. We need to live 
these out. These are imperatives. These are commands. This is not like, “If you feel 
like it.” No, this is what the Lord wants to do in you and do through you in these 
days. That is why God’s desires for our church family looks so different from what 
we see going on in our world, and so different from what we see going on in much 
of the church.  
 
God’s Desires for First Baptist 

• God desires for our church family to be United 
Now, if Larry Head were up here with me, we would readily say to all of you 
that we do not claim that every decision that we have made is this journey is 
perfect. We do not claim that we had 100% clarity from God for every single 
decision we made. And the staff would say that we are doing our best. We 
are doing our best. We are so thankful for your love and your prayers and 
your wisdom. The ways that so many of you have reached out to us to share 
your thoughts, your questions, your concerns. But we need to be united in 
the name of Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. That is the only 
way! Jesus said himself, “It is the unity of my people that will convince the 
world that I am the Messiah sent by my Father.” If we are not united, the 
Gospel will not go forward! It is so important that we are united as the 
church.  

 

• He wants us to be On Mission 
As we were talking as a Vision team and praying over, and seeking God over, 
and pouring over what this Fourth Focus should be about all the way back to 
December of this last year, guess what? The world changed a fair amount 
between December and today. We have had to go back and say, “Okay, Lord, 
here is where we were sensing you were leading us, and now this pandemic 
has hit and all these things are going on, what is it that you want First Baptist 
Church to be about for the next 12, 18, 24 months?” And in the midst of that, 
we have been so blessed that God has said, “Your mission matters now as 
much as, if not more than it has ever been before! People need Jesus. Join in 
the fight for this community.” Join in the fight for the hearts and lives of your 



neighbors in this nation. We all have to be engaged. We all have to be part of 
this mission. 

 

• We need to be truth Seekers and Truth Tellers 
Again, I know I say this on occasion and I do not want to become a broken 
record, but are you filling your heart and mind with as much time in the 
Word and in the presence of the Spirit of God, inviting the Spirit to speak to 
you through the Word of God, as you are allowing your heart and mind to be 
filled with information from cable news stations or online sources? There is a 
battle being raged for your heart and your mind. Are you giving God the 
upper hand? Are you allowing Him to speak to you first in the morning? Are 
you allowing Him to speak to you before you lay your head down at night? 
Are you giving Him the same time that you are giving so many other people, 
so many other talking heads, so many other sources? Are you allowing the 
Word of God to be the thing that feeds you and nourishes you and 
transforms you? 
 

• We are called to be Peacemakers 
Does this world, does our culture need the church to be peacemakers right 
now? Yes! Yes, they desperately need us to do that.  
 

• We are called to be More Than Conquerors 
You and I, brothers and sisters, are called MORE than conquerors. I was 
having a conversation with Jason Philips this past week. (Pray for Jason. He 
has done an amazing job stepping into a role doing some ministry with and 
visitation with some of our senior adults in a very challenging season to do 
that. And thank you for your encouragement of him and your prayers for 
him. Continue to do that.) But he was talking about how when the Bible says 
that we are more than conquerors, the picture that people who heard that 
phrase in their day would have understood it to mean this is like an Emperor. 
Think of the great ones. Think of Alexander the Great. When Alexander the 
Great had conquered masses of territory, who really controlled most of the 
known world at that time, when he came riding back into town being 
victorious, having completely obliterated his enemy, what Paul is saying is 
that we are MORE than that picture! We are MORE than conquerors. We are 
greater than the greatest emperors riding back into town. The greatest kings 



riding back into town having defeated every enemy around them. We are 
more than that. Are you living as more than a conqueror in these days? 
 

• God wants us to be a people who bring the Love, Mercy, Hope and Good 
News of Jesus everywhere He leads us! 
 

Now, I want to simply that, and really there could be so many more things that I 
share, but I want to break it down and simplify it because that can feel 
overwhelming. So, as a church, we have a mission. The mission of First Baptist 
Church is helping people know, love, and become like Jesus. That is what we are 
about as a congregation. That is what we seek to do on a day-to-day basis. That is 
what we are inviting you into as members of this church, as people who call First 
Baptist Church your church family, is to be part of that mission daily. To say to the 
Lord, “How can I today, Lord, help someone know love, and/or become like 
Jesus?” What a joyous mission that God has given us. 
 
And in this season of life and ministry over the past 3 ½ years, and as we look 
forward to another 4 ½ years, God has called us to fulfill that mission in a unique 
way. He has given us unique calling. He has given us a vision of what He wants to 
do in this church and what He wants to do through this church – all kinds of results 
of us living in this vision that He wants to accomplish in this community around us 
and that vision is summarized in this statement: 
 
2025 Vision 
As we seek God, He will form us to become increasingly Christ-like and to be family 
to everyone who needs family. That is the summary of a much broader, bigger 
vision that God has given us. 
 
So, the question is how do we as a church family seek to accomplish our mission so 
that God’s vision in these next 4 ½ years can be realized? How can we seek to be 
faithful in this and see God’s work done in us in these ways? Well, first of all for 
you individually, it is for you to be committed to continually growing in Christ’s 
likeness. Hopefully, that is a commitment. If you have placed your faith in Jesus 
Christ, hopefully that is a commitment that you are willing to make. That you want 
to daily grow in Christ-likeness.  



Here at First Baptist, we talk about that primarily happening in three ways. These 
are catalysts in our growing in Christ’s likeness: 
 

1. We are continually being more faith filled. 
 

2. We are continually growing in our love for others. We are living a loving 
lifestyle that is becoming more and more a natural part of who we are. That 
does not happen on its own, it happens through the grace of God and the 
power of the Holy Spirit through our lives. And, 
 

3. We are continually growing in being a winsome witness for Jesus Christ in 
this world. 

 
So, as you grow in your faith, love, and witness you become more like Jesus. And 
that is the most important way that we are going to accomplish this mission and 
see God’s vision become a reality in our midst over these next 5 years together. 
 
Here are ways that we as a church – now you can grow in faith, love, and witness 
in all kinds of different ways, and in your personal life God wants to grow you in all 
kinds of different ways – but here are things that we offer as a church and invite 
you into and we ask you to engage in these ways of growing in Christ-likeness: 
 

1. Daily Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
Again, you might have a separate daily Bible reading and prayer plan. 
Blessings in that. You do not have to be going through the Psalms with us 
right now. But we offer that as a resource for you if you do not have your 
own plan. That will grow your faith in Jesus. 
 

2. Participate in Worship services 
We also ask you to fully participate in worship services on a weekly basis. 
Now, full participation is not simply putting your seat in a pew. Or your seat 
in a chair. Full participation is coming and offering your full self to God. 
Singing songs. And I know some of us sing those more inwardly than 
outwardly. As long as that what God desires of you, that is okay. And some of 
us sing them with our hands in our pockets while others sing them with our 
arms raised. (And some who sing with their hands in their pockets wonder if 
those who have their arms raised are maybe getting over that line where we 



cannot really call them Baptists anymore.) But as long as you are fully 
engaging in worship in whatever way God has led you to and wired you to, 
that is good.  
 

Fully engaging in worship by being a good student of the Word of God. Bring 
your Bibles. There was one church family member who was very concerned 
that in this season we took the Bibles out of the pews. Do not worry; they 
will come back. But bring your own Bible! Or many of you have cell phones 
now that can have Bibles on them. Have the Word of God with you at all 
times! And engage in worship by being good students of the Word of God. 
 

Engage fully, participate fully in worship by giving generously to the Lord. 
Give generously to Him. Give out of your first fruits as Scripture teaches us. 
Give joyfully. Give sacrificially. Give in such a way that people (if they saw 
what you give, but you give in secret) would think, “Wow! That is crazy! That 
is amazing! That is incredible!” Give to the Lord. So, participate in worship. 
That will grow you in your faith. 
 

3. Engage in the Word with others 
We also invite you and encourage you to engage with others in smaller 
groups. We offer a Sunday school class. We offer LIFEgroups. We offer online 
opportunities. We offer ways for you to engage in a deeper relationship with 
the Lord as you study the Word of God with a handful of people – 10, 20, 30, 
50 people – men’s Bible studies, women’s Bible studies, all kinds of 
opportunities for you to engage in the Word with others. And that will grow 
you in your love for those brothers and sisters that you are studying the 
Word with as the Spirit comes in and the Word comes in to correct us and 
encourage us and help us grow. 
 

4. Pursue Local and Global Impact 
We as a church are heavily involved in ministry in this community. There are 
all kinds of ministries like Celebrate Recovery, Community Care, and New 
Pathways. There are different ways that you can be involved in those 
ministries and have a tremendous impact in this community for the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

And you can have global impact by going on a short-term mission trip. By 
spending time with one of our supported missionaries, encouraging them in 



the field as they serve the Lord. By going and visiting our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine. By praying for and financially supporting our missionaries. These 
are all ways to have local and global impact. And that will grow you as a 
winsome witness for the Lord.  
 

And the last thing that we invite everyone to do each year: 
 

5. Engage in the Yearly Focus. 
Sometimes that is a little more faith focused. Sometimes it is a little more 
loving lifestyle focused. Sometimes it is a little more winsome witness 
focused. But most of them have some component of all three of those. 

 
So, this is what we are asking everyone who calls First Baptist Church home to do. 
Read your Bible and pray. Participate in worship with your church family. Engage in 
the Word with others in smaller groups. Pursue local and global impact. And be 
part of the yearly focus that God has given us. Pretty simple. 
 
Now many of us might be doing one or two of these things and later on I am going 
to give you an invitation to consider adding one more to what you are doing to 
grow in Christ-likeness. There is one other way that we corporately as a church 
family seek to accomplish the mission God has given us so that God’s vision will be 
realized – by taking one obedient, courageous and faith-filled step at a time as a 
church family and that is what our yearly focus is. The idea is that each year builds 
on the previous year leading us up to 2025. Where, Lord willing, in the next 4 ½ 
years we will have seen significant growth and development in the life of the 
church. AND incredible impact in the community around us because we are seeing 
God’s vision become reality. 
 
So, this will be a little review, a little reminder to many of you who have been a 
part of our church family for a long time. If you are newer to First Baptist, this will 
help get you caught up.  
 
Our First Focus was: Fill Up to Flow Out. Through understanding God’s story, His 
mission, and what it means to be part of His family, we will actively work toward 
being one in heart, mind, and love. In other words, that first year was about 
seeking God whole-heartedly together through in-depth study of His Word. 



Our Second Focus was: Pray for Three. Everyone will pray daily and expectantly 
for three non-believers to come to “Know, Love, and Become Like Jesus.” It has 
been so fun and so exciting to hear stories from many of you about those initial 
three and some of them have become followers of Jesus Christ. And some of them 
have become much more open to the Gospel. And some of you have added more 
people to your list. We would encourage you and invite you to continue to pray for 
three or more as we go forward in this vision. 
 
Our Third Focus (this past 12 months) was: Love in Action. Courageously invite 
people into our lives as the Holy Spirit leads. The reality is, we had no idea that a 
global pandemic was coming that would keep most of us in our homes for an 
extended period of time. But God knew that! This is not a surprise to Him. He 
spoke to us and lead us to this, and we are going to continue to courageously 
invite people into our lives as the Holy Spirit leads us. 
 
I am going to ask you to open your Bibles to 1 Peter. This is one of the passages 
that this focus, this next big step that God is asking us to take together as a church 
family flows out of. I read this at the tail end of my message last Sunday, but this is 
one of the primary passages that we will be studying in the weeks ahead together. 
This is the Word of the Lord: 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 



glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 

Look at the Fourth Focus card. Out of this text and so many texts like it that we will 
be looking at in the months ahead, we are being called by God in this next season 
of life to unite as family. To unite as a church family. To enjoy and unleash God’s 
mercy and hope. God is inviting you, personally. He is inviting me, personally. He 
has invited our church family to be united by the Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that we can enjoy God’s hope and mercy. You need more hope and 
mercy in your life. I need more hope and mercy in my life. We need to enjoy this. 
This is a gift. Listen to some of the words in this passage. We are called to rejoice 
even in the midst of the trials and the grief and the suffering. We need to enjoy 
God’s mercy and hope. And He has invited us to be part of unleashing His mercy 
and hope in this world. Uniting as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and 
hope. Our world is desperate for mercy! Our world is desperate for hope! And God 
has called us as His children, as His family, to be part that. 
 
Over the next four weeks together, we are going to spend a little time unpacking 
each one of these. Next Sunday, we are going to talk about what it means to be 
united as family. What does that look like? How can be grow in unity in a season 
where Satan is working overtime to divide us along dozens and dozens of different 
lines? And where our culture is all too happy to be a tool in the enemy’s hands to 
seek to divide us along all kinds of different lines. How can we truly be united? And 
in being united, see the Gospel go forward? 
 
We are going to unite as family to enjoy God’s mercy and hope. What would it 
look like for you today to leave from this place and commit yourself for the rest of 
this day to enjoy God’s mercy and hope? What could that look like in your life in 
this day to enjoy Him? To enjoy His mercy? To enjoy the living hope that He has 
lavished on us AND uniting as family to then unleash God’s mercy and hope? 
 
In light of what is going on in the world around us, I believe the fields are white 
unto harvest. There are so many people God is preparing to respond to the Good 
News that God is merciful, that there is a living hope, that through Jesus Christ, 
people can be saved and redeemed and rebuilt and receive all of the love of our 



God in their lives. So, what does it look like for us to be united and unleashing 
God’s mercy and hope? 
 
A few next steps. Actually, two next steps for you this morning. As we seek to 
accomplish the mission to realize the results of the vision that God has given us:  
 

1. Add a way of growing in Christ-likeness 
 

o Daily Bible Reading and Prayer 
o Participating in Worship Services 
o Studying the Word with Others 
o Pursue Local and Global Impact 

 

So, maybe you are pretty faithful in your daily Bible reading and prayer. And 
maybe you come and worship with us on a regular basis, fully participating in 
what worship means. But maybe right now you are not studying the Word 
with others in a smaller group. You have not been in one of our LIFEgroups, 
or Men’s or Women’s studies, or one of our Sunday school classes. Maybe 
that would be a place to add to the ways that you are growing in Christ-
likeness.  
 

Or maybe you are doing that, but not yet personally involved in local and 
global impact efforts through the church here and around the world. Maybe 
for you a next step is: What would it look like for me to get involved in 
Celebrate Recovery? What would it look like for me to be someone who is 
serving within our Community Care ministry? What would it look like for me 
to be someone who is helping when New Pathways’ families are here in our 
building? How can I be part of local impact and how can be I part of praying 
for and supporting the missionaries who are serving the Lord? 
 

I do not know where you are at right now. And some of you are already doing 
all four. If you are, you do not need to add a thing! Some of you may need to 
drop some things so that you can more fully enjoy God’s mercy and hope. 
But if you are not engaging in those four ways, we would invite you to 
prayerfully say to the Lord, “What is one thing you want me to step into in 
this year ahead so that I can enjoy your mercy and hope, I can grow in Christ-
likeness, I can be a vessel for your mercy and hope?” 



2. Engage in the Fourth Focus 
To engage in this year ahead. To commit to unity with your church family. To 
enjoy God’s mercy and hope with your brothers and sisters in Christ. To be 
trained in providing Christian care.  
 

I think that is one of the things I am most excited about in this year ahead – 
to have 400-500 people be trained in how better to love and care for 
someone who is suffering in some way. We are going to offer on Sunday 
mornings and through a special training/class opportunity, maybe a seminar 
– we are not exactly sure what shape this will take yet – to train you in how 
to love and care for someone with the primary focus being this: 
 

o How to listen really well, 
o How to then pray for that person – bring them before the throne of 

God, and 
o How to be sensitive to the Spirit if there is some other way God wants 

you to act in that person’s life.  
 

For all of us to be trained in providing Christian care to others is so exciting! 
That will be a really key part in us unleashing God’s mercy and hope in the 
world around us. 

 
Brothers and sisters, now is the time to step up to the plate and say to our God, 
“We are yours and we are available for you to work in any and every way you 
desire to.” There is no more time to be casual Christians! There is no more time to 
just be comfortable and go through the motions! There is no more time to let 
other people do the work! That season is over. We all need to engage to see God 
glorified in the ways that He wants to be glorified in our midst. We all need to 
engage in order to see the Gospel go forward in the ways God wants it to go 
forward. We all need to engage in order to see His Kingdom come, His will be done 
on earth, in Cambridge, Isanti, Braham, East Central Minnesota, and to the ends of 
the earth as it is in heaven. Now is the time! Will you join us? 
 
I know so many of you are already fully engaged. Thank you! Thank you! I am 
praying for you. And I am right there working alongside you to see God glorified 
and His Gospel go forward. And then others of you, come join us! There is nothing 
better and nothing more important than serving our God in these ways. Let us 



seek Him, love Him, serve Him, and see His Kingdom expand. See His church built. 
See lives saved by the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
Let us pray together. 

 

Lord, I am so thankful for your grace and mercy and love and patience. You 
know better than anyone in this room; you know better than I do, Lord, the 
ways that I fall short, of the ways that I fail, the ways that I get distracted, the 
ways that I am deceived. You are so merciful, God. Your grace is so needed in 
my life and in the lives of my brothers and sisters. Help us be tender, Holy 
Spirit, to your nudges and promptings, to your conviction and correction. 
Help us to routinely walk in repentance so that our sins would be washed 
away. So that we would walk in perfect fellowship with You. So that we 
would become better vessels for your love and grace and mercy to flow 
through. 
 

Help us to be on mission, Jesus. Help us, individually and corporately, know 
how to help people know, love, and become like You. Help us, individually 
and corporately, to be committed to seeking You, growing in Christ-likeness, 
and becoming family to people who are desperate for someone to say, “I 
love you and I am for you, and you can count on me.” Help us in these ways, 
Lord, to see your Kingdom come and your will be done. Help us in these 
ways, Lord, to see your church built. Help us in these ways to see people 
come to faith and salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

We thank you that you are always faithful. And in a moment, we are going to 
sing of your great faithfulness. Help us, Lord, to be faithful to you and to 
what you have called us to. We pray this in your holy and precious name. 
Amen. 
 

Is our God faithful? You had better believe He is! Our God is so faithful. May we as 
His people grow in our faithfulness to Him in this year ahead. I am so excited that 
you are going to be on this journey with us, of discovering what is means to be 
united as family, to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope. And thank you! So 
many of you have been a vessel of God’s mercy and hope in my life over these last 
17+ years. You have been a vessel of God’s mercy and hope in the lives of my wife 
and my children. You have blessed us tremendously and we have grown as 



disciples of Jesus because of your love for the Lord and your love for us. Let us do 
that to everyone in this room. Let us do that for those out in our community. Let 
us love people with the love of Jesus Christ and unleash His mercy and hope. 
 

God, I thank you for these sisters and brothers of mine. Bless them, Lord. 
Bless them. Help them to receive more fully and live more fully in your mercy 
and hope. And help them, Lord; help me, Lord, to be vessels, to be channels 
of your mercy and hope flowing in the lives of other people. Do this work in 
us for your honor and glory, and for your Kingdom to be built. We pray this in 
your matchless name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed week!  


