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Over the course of this past year we have been studying through the Gospel of 
John. We did a little bit of jumping around over the last few weeks as we went 
back to the triumphal entry and then went forward to Jesus’ resurrection. Then 
have gone back to some of the things that Jesus has been teaching his disciples, 
and that farewell discourse in the upper room, and as they make their way to 
where Jesus is ultimately arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. And now we have 
come to John 17 – one of my favorite chapters in the whole Bible. I am sure for 
many of you, that is true as well. A powerful, poignant moment where we get to 
see the interaction between Father and Son in a very unique way. I hope you will 
be encouraged and blessed, that you will be challenged, that we will all be 
transformed by the Word of God, by the Spirit of God, as we seek Him in this time 
of worship together. Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Jesus, we again come before you as disciples who are so grateful that we 
have a Messiah, a Lord, a Savior, a Rabbi, a Teacher who has given your life 
for us. And through that sacrifice, through your resurrection, has given us the 
opportunity to know you, love you, worship you, walk with you each day.  
 
Jesus, we want to be just like you. As we open your Word now and read of 
this intimate connection you had with the Father in these beautiful words 
that you prayed to your Father (and so many of your prayers and concerns 
were for us as your disciples), we pray that we would be encouraged, we 
would be built up, that we would be strengthened. I pray that we would be 
convicted where we need conviction. I pray that we would be spurred on 
toward love and good deeds in carrying out your mission where we need to 
be spurred on. We give our ourselves to you, we give this time to you and we 
pray that you would be pleased in us now, that you would be working in us 
now as we seek you in your Word. And we pray all of this in your name, 
Jesus. Amen. 



I am going to invite you to stand and open your Bibles as I read from John 17. I am 
going to read the entire chapter, this entire prayer. If that is a little bit too long for 
you to stand, that’s okay. You can remain seated. But we stand at First Baptist for 
the main text of the morning as a sign of honor and respect and joy that the Lord 
has spoken to us through his Word. 

 

Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 
17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have 
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began. 
6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray 
for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 
they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has 
come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they 
are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of[b] your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be 
one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them 
safe by[c] that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 
doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, 
so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given 
them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world 
any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your word is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26766a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26772c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777d


truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For 
them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
Jesus Prays for All Believers 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave 
me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so 
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that 
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to 
see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you[e] known to them, and 
will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may 
be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 
 

You may be seated. 
 
The reality is that prayer, and this kind of prayer if you have had time of deep and 
intimate and personal prayer with another person or a group of believers, it is 
always a special thing. It is a unique thing. It is a beautiful thing. It is a wonderful 
thing. I think this kind of prayer and times of prayer like this give us a glimpse, a 
window into the lives of people that we are praying with. What matters to them, 
what their hopes are, what their fears are. It brings to mind and reveals their 
relationship with the Lord. What they think of God. What they think of His love for 
them, His concern for them, His power, His ability to do things that we hope and 
pray that He can do.  
 
And this is certainly no exception – this recorded prayer of Jesus. This is the 
longest prayer of Jesus that we have in the entire Gospels. We know that Jesus 
was a man of prayer. Many of the Gospels repeatedly say that Jesus would often 
get up early, while is was still dark, and he would go away and pray. Or he would 
leave a crowd or leave the disciples in the evening or at night and go away and 
pray. Sometimes spending an entire night away in prayer with his Father. So we 
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know that Jesus was a man of great prayer, a man of lots of prayer, and here we 
have the longest recorded prayer in Scripture. 
 
When I was about to become the Lead Pastor here at First Baptist Church there 
were several praying women from our church who asked if they could come over 
to our house and pray over our family. Pray over our home. And pray that God’s 
will would be done in and through my leadership and my ministry, in and through 
the ministry of our family at First Baptist Church, for however long He would have 
me serve in this capacity. And I remember gathering as a family and these women 
praying in such a way that our hearts, our minds, our spirits were lifted so 
powerfully. Praying Scripture, the truths of Scripture, the promises of Scripture to 
the Lord on our behalf. I remember as that time ended – it was probably about an 
hour or so of prayer together – it was beautiful, it was powerful – and as the 
women left I remember (I think it was Micah, I’m not 100% sure) but I remember 
one of my sons saying, “Wow! Those women really know how to pray!”  
 
And the reality is that there is no one better to learn how to pray from than Jesus 
Christ. There is so much that we can learn from this text. Both in terms of how 
Jesus prayed, and what he prayed about, his relationship with the Father, and to 
take to heart and mind what it is He is praying for – specifically for you and me as 
disciples of His – the work that He wants to do in us and through us in this world. 
So let’s just pause for a moment and think about Jesus and this prayer, and what 
we learn about Him, what we learn about His relationship with his Father. And, I 
can’t do any one of these justice in one message, so I am going to briefly mention 
a number of different things here. But, hopefully, you have time to go back to read 
through this passage again. To reflect on this and look up other Scripture passages 
that speak into these things as well. 
 
This first thing that we get a glimpse at is the window into Jesus’ relationship with 
his Father. Jesus throughout this prayer repeatedly speaks to his Father and calls 
him “Father” by name. We see that Jesus calls him the Holy Father, the Righteous 
Father. But over and over again he says Father, Abba Father, Daddy. We get a 
glimpse of this intimate relationship that he has with his Father. And, we 
understand through this text Jesus is declaring and reminding his Father that he is 
dependent upon his Father. And so, if Jesus, our Lord and our Savior, in this text is 
both by naming and crying out to his Abba, to his Daddy, to his Father and by 



saying that he is dependent upon his Father, is asking his Father to glorify him so 
that he might glorify his Father, how much more do we get to enjoy and 
appreciate and experience both the intimacy that God offers to us in being our 
Abba, our Daddy, our Father? And how much more should we declare joyfully our 
total dependence on our Father, on his Son, Jesus, on the Holy Spirit? 
 
We also get a window into the heart of Jesus, the soul of Jesus, the priorities of 
Jesus. We get a window into who Jesus is inwardly as we read the words of this 
prayer. And we get a window into his desires for his disciples, his desires for the 
world, the work that he wanted to do in and through his disciples in the world that 
he loved so much. Remember John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world that he 
sent his one and only Son. That whoever believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.” So, we see what Jesus wants to do through his 
disciples as he gets prepared to depart from them. 
 
And right at the beginning here, these first five verses (really four and a half 
verses) where Jesus is talking with his Father and he is asking his Father to glorify 
him so that he might glorify the Father, you know in some ways, that might come 
across a little selfish, a little unusual to hear Jesus asking the Father to glorify him. 
But Jesus is simply asking that so that the Father might be glorified through him. 
Jesus and the Father are one. And so, if Jesus is glorified, the Father is glorified. 
They glorify one another and the glory builds because these two perfect beings 
who are part of the same triune God are glorifying one another. And we know that 
is true. (The Holy Spirit as well.) And so, lots of beautiful things.  
 
And, again, we could spend hours talking about just those pieces. The window into 
the relationship between Jesus and his Father. The window into his heart, his mind 
in these moments right before he is about to be arrested, persecuted, and put to 
death. The window into his desires for his disciples in his Word. But we are not 
going to focus primarily on that. What we are going to focus primarily on instead is 
what Jesus is specifically praying for followers of his, and for gathered body of 
believers – for the church. What Jesus’ desires are for you and for me. And, of 
course, this text is rightfully read in context of the preceding chapters of his 
farewell discourse. We need to keep in mind as we come to John 17 what Jesus 
has already said to his disciples in John 13 and 14 and 15 and 16. This is not meant 



to be read in isolation as we are reading it this morning. But with all of those other 
teachings of Jesus, with the priorities of Jesus, with the work of Jesus clearly in 
mind, and the fullness of Scripture. Again, to tie this Scripture back to what God 
has done throughout thousands of years of human history is really important as 
well. 
 
So what is Jesus emphasizing? What is Jesus highlighting? What is critical for 
followers of Jesus individually and corporately from this prayer of his? This 
beautiful and powerful transforming prayer? 
 

1. Jesus is drawing out the significance of and the importance of you and I 
having a supernatural life with God. Individually and corporately. Us walking 
out, living out a supernatural life with God. There ought to be something that 
is so different about you and so different about me as followers of Jesus 
Christ. Something that the world cannot look at and explain in human terms.  
 
The reality is there are some moral people in this world. There are some 
people who live morally like followers of Jesus Christ do. There are some 
generous people in the world who do not know Christ and yet they give 
generously to help other people and support good causes. There are people 
who are kind at times. There are people who seek the good of the 
community around them. There are people who do not know Jesus who do 
all of those things. And yet, one of the things that ought to separate us from 
them is that we have this supernatural relationship with the living God. The 
living God lives in you, lives in me, lives in us, and we live in the living God! 
There is something supernatural about that.  
 
And Jesus in this prayer highlights a number of ways that we are to live this 
supernatural relationship with God, and some of the key characteristics of 
such a relationship.  
 

• So number one, again, Jesus draws out this intimacy piece – that we 
live in God and he lives in us, that God wants to be one with us, Jesus 
wants to be one with us. We want to be walking in intimacy, walking in 
love, deepening in that love relationship every single day as followers of 
Jesus Christ. That is a critical component. Maybe, the most critical 



component of our relationship with God is that we would grow in love 
and intimacy with Him. Your Abba, your Daddy deeply desires to hold 
you in his loving arms and to experience tender moments where you 
listen to his heartbeat as He listens to you and cares for you and loves 
you and embraces you. Do you know that kind of intimacy? Are you 
pursuing that kind of intimacy with Jesus Christ? With the Father? With 
the Holy Spirit? 

 

• Jesus also points out that this supernatural life with God brings 
protection from God. We live in a broken and fallen world. We live in a 
world where those who profess the name of Jesus Christ do experience 
suffering and difficulty and persecution. Now, we are very blessed here 
in the United States that we don’t face much persecution, if at all. And 
yet we know of brothers and sisters around the world who right now, 
today, are putting their lives on the line simply by professing the name 
of Jesus Christ. Simply by gathering with their family or with a handful 
of other believers and worshipping on this Sunday morning, there are 
people who desperately depend on God’s protection in that moment. 
Depend on God to care for them and help them endure the persecution 
that has come into their lives, and the risk to them each and every day. 
Now, the vast majority of them, I think, if they were here on this video 
with me would say, “We’re willing to give our lives for Jesus Christ. We 
are willing lay down our lives because our God has given His life for us. 
He has given us forgiveness and eternal life and salvation. So, we gladly 
endure the persecution that comes our way.” And yet, Jesus prays for 
protection. 

 

• Another piece of this supernatural life of God that Jesus prays is that his 
disciples would have the full measure of his joy! The full measure of the 
joy of Jesus Christ! Now, in case you are not aware, all joy in the entire 
universe flows from God. That means that there are people who don’t 
profess the name of Jesus who still are able to experience joy and have 
moments of joy because they are made in the image of a joyful God. 
And Jesus is saying here that for his disciples, for his followers, for you 
and I as believers in Jesus Christ, we have the incredible opportunity to 
have the fullness of the joy of Jesus filling our hearts and our minds, 



and flowing out of our lives on the people around us. And I don’t know 
about you, but that is a supernatural thing because day by day, 
moment by moment, there are a whole lot of things that are not very 
joyful. Especially in this season of coronavirus, of Covid-19. There are so 
many things to be weighed down by, so many things to try to steal or 
zap our joy. And yet, we can have the full measure of the joy of Jesus in 
us because of this supernatural relationship that we have with him, 
because Jesus lives in us by the power of his Holy Spirit. We can have 
joy in every moment if we will receive that.  

 

• This supernatural life also produces obedience. And, again, this is 
something that requires a supernatural connection with God. The Holy 
Spirit living in us is the only way we can walk in obedience moment by 
moment, day by day with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. You can’t 
try hard enough. I mean, you can get through a few moments. You can 
maybe get through a day or two and walk in obedience on your own by 
trying really hard. But I guarantee you that you cannot go much longer 
than that. If we are going to live lives of obedience to Jesus Christ as he 
called his disciples to throughout his teaching in the New Testament 
and as he, in this prayer, prays that we would walk in obedience, it 
requires supernatural intervention by God, supernatural power from 
God. It requires us being dependent on the Holy Spirit moment by 
moment, day by day, asking him to live through us in obedience to our 
Father, in obedience to Jesus Christ.  

 

• Jesus also talks about a biproduct of this supernatural life with God 
being sanctification. God wants to sanctify you and me. Now that is a 
big church word. And, first there’s justification where when we place 
our faith in Jesus Christ. God, supernaturally as he calls us unto himself, 
as he leads us to that point of crying out to him, as he leads us to that 
point of confessing our need for a savior, of repenting of our sins, 
declaring the name of Jesus that he is our Lord, as God does that work 
in us, we are justified. We are declared righteous. We are declared holy 
because we have been united with Christ. As we read in the chapters a 
couple of weeks ago from Jesus’ death and resurrection, it is that 



unification with Jesus, in his death, in his resurrection that we receive 
eternal life. That we are justified before God. And now God does this 
process of having already been declared righteous and holy because of 
who Jesus is and what he has done, and now God by his Spirit, and by 
his Word seeks to make us holy. Seeks to make us more and more and 
more like Jesus Christ in our day to day lives. So we are justified. Our 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. And then every day from 
that point forward until we are reunited with our Father, with Jesus, 
with the Holy Spirit in heaven someday – that’s where we will be 
glorified – but until that day, God is working to sanctify us. To help us 
become more like Jesus. 

 

• Finally, another aspect, another gift, another blessing of this 
supernatural life with God is God’s glory is bestowed upon you and me. 
You are glorious if you are a follower of Jesus Christ. Now we are being 
perfected in that glory, and one day when Jesus calls us home or when 
He comes back to get all of us, we will be glorified perfectly in His 
presence for the rest of eternity, and yet God lavishes His glory on you 
and me because He wants to be glorified by image bearers, by disciples 
of Jesus Christ who live in such ways that bring the Father honor and 
glory. So the first thing we need to do individually as followers of Jesus 
Christ, and corporately, is to recognize that Jesus is praying that we 
would experience and live out of this supernatural life with God that is 
offered to you and to me through Him and through the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. A second thing that we see in this text is this emphasis being placed on you 
and I learning, and as we learn teaching, and most importantly living by the 
truth. Part of this sanctification process is becoming more and more like 
Jesus Christ. In verse 17 Jesus prays, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth.” We as individuals must be students of the Word of God. And as we 
invite the Holy Spirit to reveal to us the truths of Scripture, to impress them 
deep in our hearts and minds, to transform us by these truths, we become 
more like Christ. And as a church, we are committed to being a people who 
are grounded in the Word of God. We offer lots and lots of opportunities for 
children, youth and adults to consistently seek God in His Word. To seek God 
and ask the Holy Spirit to transform us through the truth of this Word. To 



sanctify us to become more like Jesus Christ. So I hope that you in your life 
have made a commitment to learning the truth, to learning about Jesus, to 
learning the truth from the Word of God, and to living by the truth. And as 
you are sanctified, as you live by the truth of God, to teach that truth to 
others.  
 
I believe that is the responsibility of every believer of Jesus Christ, not just 
pastors or missionaries or other really smart people who know the Word of 
God inside and out. No, it’s your responsibility. God has given you a sphere of 
influence. He has given you people who need to learn and understand what 
you have learned and understand of the truth of God’s Word. So may you be 
committed, may we be committed to learning the truth, living by the truth, 
and then teaching the truth – passing that along to other people. I think that 
is a critical piece that Jesus is praying for you and for me. 
 

3. We get to experience a supernatural life with one another. Jesus is praying 
that you and I would have a supernatural relationship. That we would 
experience a depth of love and intimacy that goes far beyond any 
relationships that we see in the world around us. That we would experience 
community. True, deep, meaningful, lasting community. That you and I 
would experience unity as part of the body of Christ. Jesus prays that you and 
I would be one as the Father and the Son are one.  
 
Think about that! That ought to blow our minds! Jesus is praying that we 
would have the same oneness. You and I, two very different people who 
maybe share some things in common, but two very distinct, unique people 
with unique backgrounds, unique preferences, unique priorities, unique 
experiences, unique work – all those kinds of things. Jesus is praying that you 
and I would be one in the same way that God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit have been one for all of eternity. That is a supernatural 
work! Right? We have a hard enough time, if you are married, with our 
spouses. We have a hard enough time experiencing that kind of oneness with 
our parents, or with our children. We have a whole lot of difficulty 
experiencing oneness in the most central relationships. The people we are 
supposed to love and serve the most, we have difficulty experiencing 



oneness. And yet, Jesus is praying that all of his believers, that the church 
would be one.  
 
In fact, we are told in verses 20 and 21. Jesus says, “My prayer is not for 
them alone.” meaning his original disciples, “I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them will be one, Father, just 
as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.” This oneness that we experience 
because we are in the Father and in the Son, because the Father and the Son 
through the Holy Spirit are in us, this oneness that we experience with God, 
this oneness that we experience with one another, that is to be the proof to 
the world around us that Jesus is the Messiah. That He is the living God sent 
by our loving heavenly Father. That is what will drive the world to believe in 
Him, to place their faith in Him. This love that we are to have for one 
another, this community, this unity, this oneness is not possible apart from 
the Holy Spirit at work in your life, in my life, and in our life corporately. So, 
we yield to Him, we submit to Him, we surrender to Him, and we experience 
supernatural life with one another. 
 

4. And Finally, Jesus is clearly calling his disciples to live on his mission. To be 
part of his ongoing work in the world. Drawing the nations unto himself. 
Bringing his Good News, his love, his joy, his peace, his forgiveness and 
salvation to the far corners of the earth including Cambridge and Isanti, 
Minnesota. Again, listen from verse 18 what Jesus prays here, “As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” The Father loved the 
world enough to send his one and only Son, Jesus Christ, knowing full well 
that Jesus just moments after having prayed this prayer, would be arrested, 
falsely convicted, persecuted, beat, whipped, mocked, spat upon, ridiculed 
and then be nailed to a cross. Dying the most brutal, awful death anyone has 
ever experienced. God the Father was willing to allow his Son to suffer in that 
way because of His love for the world. He sent his Son to redeem the world, 
to save the world through Him. And now Jesus is sending us out in His name 
to carry out that Good News. To make sure that the people next door to us, 
the people that we work with, the people that we do a lot of different things 
with in our life, to make sure that they know there is a God in heaven who 
loved them enough, and loves them enough that He send his one and only 



Son to die in their place, to rise again, to offer them forgiveness and freedom 
and everlasting life if they would profess His name, repent of their ways, and 
embrace Jesus Christ. What great news to bring to the people around us who 
are so lost and hurting and lonely, who are hungry and dying. We get to be 
on mission with Jesus and bring His Good News everywhere we go.  
 

These prayers of Jesus are so powerful. They are so meaningful. I hope that you 
read through this text this week. And maybe this is the kind of text where you read 
through on a regular basis. Maybe read through it every week. Maybe read 
through it every month. I can guarantee you if you read through this text, if you 
think on this text, if you meditate on this text, maybe you put some of this prayer 
to memory, I can guarantee you that if you will allow this prayer of Jesus to sink 
deep in your heart and your mind, you will be transformed by Jesus’ prayer for 
you. And He is still praying for you. He is still right now, today, at the right hand of 
the Father interceding on your behalf and on mine because of His great love for us. 
What joy, what peace that thought brings that as Jesus prayed here, He continues 
to pray for you and me even to this day.  
 
Let’s pray together. 
 

Jesus, these truths are almost too wonderful to take in. This was such a 
beautiful prayer in such a poignant moment between you and your Father. 
And we are overwhelmed with joy that you allowed your disciples to hear 
this prayer and record this prayer so that we could be encouraged through it. 
So that we could be built up in faith. So that we could become the kind of 
disciples and the kind of church you desire us to be.  
 
We are overwhelmed by your love for us, Jesus. That moments before you 
would be arrested, and tried, and convicted, and beaten, and hung on a 
cross, you thought of us! You prayed for us. You lifted us up before your 
Father. We are so thankful that you do that right now, today. In the midst of 
these trials that we are enduring, in the midst of this worldwide pandemic, 
you are at the right hand of the Father interceding on our behalf. That kind of 
love is overwhelming. And so, we thank you for loving your Father like you 
did. We thank you for loving us like you do.  
 



We thank you that you invite us into a supernatural life with you and with 
other believers. That you invite us to learn and to live by, and to teach the 
truth to others. You invite us to live on mission with you, Jesus. To carry the 
Good News that you love all people and desire to save all people everywhere 
we go. Help us to be faithful disciples of yours. Help us to be children who 
glorify our Father and glorify our Messiah. Help us to be people who rest in 
the love of our Abba Father. Who rest in the love of our Lord and Savior – 
you, Jesus Christ. Who give thanks that the Holy Spirit lives in us and that you 
never leave us and never forsake us. We pray these things in your powerful 
name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
I want to close by praying Jesus words over you as a blessing and as fuel for your 
life. I’m just going to begin in verse 20, but I invite you to just receive these prayers 
from your Messiah, your Savior, your Lord, your best friend.  
 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one – I in them and you in me – so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved. Me. Father, I want those you have 
given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have 
given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. Righteous 
Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to 
make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and 
that I myself may be in them.” Amen. 


