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Hello, brothers and sisters in Christ. It is a joy to greet you once again. What a 

privilege and joy it was for us to have had two amazing weeks of worship! 

Worshiping Jesus Christ as we, a couple of weeks ago on Palm Sunday, went back 

to John 12 and looked at the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. And then all 

through last week to have very powerful, very moving services for Maundy 

Thursday, for Good Friday, and then a powerful time to worship the risen Lord on 

Easter Sunday. We hope that you were able to join us for those services. If you 

haven’t had a chance yet, you can still go back onto our YouTube channel or 

through our Facebook page and join in the worship in those services, but it’s a joy 

to continue in our worship now.  

 

We are going to once again jump back. Last Sunday we were in John 20 for 

Resurrection Day and now we are going back to the very end of John 15 into John 

16. We are going to focus on John 17 next Sunday, then we will go back to the end 

of John’s Gospel to finish out our study of the Gospel of John. This study of the 

Way of Jesus, seeking to live in His way – the only way to live, the only way to 

experience eternal life – and we’re glad that you are on this journey with us. Will 

you join me in prayer as we begin our time of study and seeking and worshiping 

the Lord together. 

 

Father God, we thank you that you are with us, we thank you that you love 

us, and we thank you for the privilege of having worshiped you, worshiped 

Jesus, worshiped the Holy Spirit over these last several weeks. We thank you 

for the gift of technology that allows us to do this. Even though we are not 

able to be together, we know that you are present with us, and you have 

been moving in us and speaking to us in a powerful way in the time that we 



have been apart. We pray, God, that you continue to do great things in us 

and through us – specifically through your Holy Spirit. Jesus, we thank you for 

this teaching on the Holy Spirit, and we want to be a people who are filled 

with and empowered by, comforted and encouraged by, transformed by, 

challenged by, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. We want that to be true of 

our lives individually, and of our life corporately as your body. We pray that 

you do great things in this time and, Holy Spirit, that you would teach us 

now. As disciples of Jesus, we seek to be like Him and that can only happen 

as you work in us, changing and transforming our heart, mind, and life to 

better reflect His love, His glory, His power and His goodness. So, we give 

ourselves in this time to you now and we pray these things in your name. 

Amen. 

 

So, an important question for you as we dive into this passage where Jesus talks 

about the Holy Spirit. When you think about the Holy Spirit, or when you hear 

someone else speaking about the Holy Spirit, what are the thoughts, ideas, images, 

questions and/or concerns that come to your mind? What sort of thoughts do you 

have? What sort of questions, ideas, concerns – what things come rushing into 

your heart and mind when you hear about the Holy Spirit? When you think about 

the Holy Spirit? When you hear people talking about the Holy Spirit?  

 

I am going to give you 30 seconds to do that. I would say, “press pause” and then 

come back, but I know most of you won’t pause the video, so I am going to be 

quiet for a few moments so that you have an opportunity to think about that.  

 

What thoughts, ideas, questions, concerns, and images flood your mind when you 

hear about or think about the Holy Spirit? I think the reality is we have a wide 

range of thoughts, feelings, questions, and concerns that come rushing in when we 

begin to think about the Holy Spirit or other people do. Some of those are very 

good things, wonderful things. Things that we’ve learned about the Holy Spirit 

from Scripture, or from our own personal experience. And some of those are 



concerns. Some of those are questions. There’s a bit of mystery. There’s some 

uncertainty. There seems to be, at least in the lives of other people or in other 

churches, abuses of the Holy Spirit in the ways that we talk about and supposedly 

respond to the Holy Spirit. I think that the Holy Spirit is a person and one of those 

topics that we have a wide range of thoughts, concerns, ideas, and images that 

come into our hearts and minds. Hopefully this morning Jesus will bring some 

great clarity to us as we see what He says about the Holy Spirit.  

 

Here’s a very important question for you, and this is from the book, “Jesus, 

Continued…” on the Holy Spirit from J.D. Greear that I mentioned a few weeks 

ago. It’s a very important question for all of us to think about very carefully. Is 

Christianity for you more a set of beliefs to which you adhere and a lifestyle to 

which you conform? Or is it a dynamic relationship in which you walk with the 

Spirit and move in His power? 

 

Ultimately, Christianity ought to be a set of beliefs to which we adhere – doctrines, 

core teachings of the faith that we agree with, and we own, and we believe    

whole-heartedly in. It ought to be a lifestyle which we lead. Again, this way of 

Jesus impacts every dimension of our lives. It impacts everything that we do. 

Everything that we think. Every relationship that we have. What we do with our 

resources. And yet, I believe at its core, this walking with Jesus is to be about a 

dynamic relationship in which we walk with the Spirit. And in doing so, walk with 

Jesus because Jesus is present in us through the presence of the Holy Spirit, and 

move in the power of God. Respond to what Jesus and the Spirit are saying to us. 

The nudges and promptings that God wants us to do, and that’s what this text is 

about. 

 

Remember that all throughout John 14-16, these are the last moments that Jesus 

has with his disciples before he is about to go to the cross. These are the moments 

between the last supper and Jesus being arrested in the Garden. And as you can 

imagine, these must be some of the very most important things that Jesus wanted 



his disciples to understand and live out of if He’s teaching them these things in 

those last tender, intimate, and precious moments with them.  

 

And in light of His impending death, resurrection, and ascension, FIVE times in 

these three short chapters Jesus promises the Holy Spirit and teaches the disciples 

what the Holy Spirit will do and what the Holy Spirit is all about. Why they can look 

forward to and count on the Holy Spirit – to the point where again, in this text, 

Jesus says it’s better that I leave you because if I go, then the Holy Spirit will come. 

And so, if Jesus takes five different opportunities to speak to his disciples about 

the Holy Spirit in His last moments with them before He went to the cross, we’d 

better listen up and tune in as well. 

 

I invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 15. I am going to be reading from John 15 

beginning in verse 26 through chapter 16, verse 15. This is our main text for the 

morning, so I invite you to stand as I read wherever you are, if are able, and then 

at the end you can be seated when I am done reading.  

 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the 

Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And 

you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 

16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you 

out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you 

will think they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things 

because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that 

when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I 

did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I 

am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these 

things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. 

Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 



him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong 

about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do 

not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the 

Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when 

he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not 

speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 

is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive 

what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is 

mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 

known to you.” 

 

You may be seated. 

 

Again, as I mentioned, Jesus, in these three chapters mentions and promises the 

Spirit five different times. Beginning in chapter 14:16-17, Jesus says this, “And I will 

ask the Father and He will give you another Advocate to help you and be with you 

forever, the Spirit of Truth.” Now the word being translated there as Advocate is 

“paraclete.” And if you read the different translations into English from the original 

languages, you will hear this word being translated in a variety of different ways. 

Here it is being translated Advocate. In other interpretations and in other 

translations of the Bible, it is translated Comforter or Counselor, Friend, Helper, 

the One who is coming to stand by you, and Divine Helper just to name a handful 

of them. And the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, is certainly all those things and so 

much more! He is our advocate, comforter, counselor, friend, helper, the One who 

is coming to stand by you, and divine helper.  

 

Now Jesus in that passage says that this counselor, this advocate, is another 

paraclete. So what Jesus is pointing out to his disciples is that He was the first 

advocate, the first paraclete, the first one to walk alongside them, to be with them 



in the flesh, in person. And now the Spirit is the second advocate. He’s another 

paraclete, another helper, another one who will come to not only live with his 

people but live inside of his people. 

 

When you look throughout this text specifically, you see a lot of things. We learn a 

lot of truths about who the Spirit is and what the Spirit does. I am going to rattle 

through these things. And the reality is that there is so much more from John 

chapters 14-16, and even more from the rest of the New Testament and the Old 

Testament about the Spirit of God. But here are some of the things that we learn 

from these texts about the Spirit: 

 

• The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father in the name of Jesus. 

• The Holy Spirit is there to teach the disciples all things. Not only these first 

disciples, but you and me as well. 

• The Holy Spirit is there to remind the disciples what Jesus taught them. And I 

don’t know about you, but I need a lot of reminding! I’ve spent my entire life 

pursuing Jesus, growing in Him. I have stumbled and failed and faltered along 

the way lots and lots of times and yet, over the course of my life, I have 

desired to know Jesus and understand His teachings and live by them. And 

you know what? I need a lot of reminding of how to do that on a day-to-day 

basis. 

• The Holy Spirit here in this text is spoken of in personal terms. The Holy Spirit 

is a person. Part of the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Sometimes we 

speak of the Spirit as an it. Or we think of the Spirit like the force. The Spirit is 

a person who comes to live in you and live in me. A person who has existed 

for all eternity with the Father and the Son. Jesus here says that He sends the 

Spirit from the Father. So, the Father sends the Spirit, and Jesus sends the 

Spirit. They send the Spirit together. The Spirit is sent in the name of Jesus. 

The Spirit is here to live with us, and in us, to through us. 

• He is called the Spirit of Truth. And this Spirit of Truth testifies concerning 

Jesus – telling the whole world who Jesus is. 



• The Spirit empowers the disciples to do greater things than Him. Greater 

things than what Jesus did as the Spirit lives in us and empowers us to carry 

out the will of God and to accomplish the mission that Jesus has given us. 

• The Holy Spirit strengthens believers to witness, even in the midst of 

persecution. Jesus is being very plain and honest with his disciples here that, 

“Listen, there’s a time where you will face persecution. Where some of you 

will be arrested. Where you will even be killed. And those who kill you will 

even think that they are doing God’s will. And yet the Spirit is being given to 

you to strengthen you so that you can continue to testify about me. No 

matter what people do to you, you will live for me and testify about me.” 

• The Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 

• The Spirit speaks what he hears from Jesus. It’s so amazing to think about 

Jesus throughout his time of ministry. He used to say over and over again, “I 

only say what I hear my Father saying. I only do what my Father tells me to 

do.” Jesus is saying here, the Spirit is only going to say what I tell the Spirit to 

say. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in perfect unity working together all the 

time, never ceasing to be one with each other even though they each have 

unique roles and responsibilities within the trinity. 

• And finally, from this text, the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus by taking what is his 

and making it known to his disciples. 

 

And as I said earlier, the Scriptures are chock-full of truths about the person of the 

Holy Spirit, and about the work of the Holy Spirit in and through the people of 

God. There is lots and lots of other information, lots and lots of other text that we 

could go to in the New Testament, lots of text we could go to in the Old Testament 

about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. But we do not have time this 

morning to hit all of those. 

 

Now I want to read another quote from J. D. Greear from this book, “Jesus, 

Continued…” 

 



“Jesus birthed the Christian movement by sending his Spirit like a mighty 

rushing wind into his disciples. The place where they met shook with God’s 

power and as a result, they turned the world upside down. The first church 

was not primarily a study group, a self-discovery seminar, or a building 

program. It was a mighty movement of the Spirit that propelled Jesus’ 

followers into the whole world preaching the Gospel. Acts is the story of 

disciples following that Spirit, being filled by that Spirit, trying to keep up, but 

feeling like a kite in a hurricane. Does that metaphor characterize your 

church? Does it characterize you?” 

 

We all have room to grow when it comes to being people who are filled by, 

empowered by, unleashed by the Holy Spirit for God in this world.  I want to 

unpack that a little more. What would it look like for you and me to take 

intentional steps forward in being more Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered 

people so we can bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ? So that we can fulfill the 

mission that He sent us on? To testify and witness about Him to the world around 

us? To glorify our Father as we walk in obedience to Him, to his Son, to his word? 

 

There are three things that I think we all need to grow in. There are three things 

that we all need to exercise and engage in on a daily basis in order to become the 

Spirit-filled people, the Spirit-led and empowered people that God desires us to 

be. The three things are this: 1) Receive the Holy Spirit, 2) Listen to the Holy Spirit, 

and 3) Respond to the Holy Spirit. 

 

If all of us will commit to receiving, listening, and responding to the Holy Spirit, I 

believe God will be glorified, we will be built in faith, His work will move forward as 

we individually and corporately follow the Spirit’s lead and do the mission of Jesus 

Christ. The whole world will be changed if the people of God are led by the Holy 

Spirit! 

 

 



1) We Receive 

So much of what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit is about what the Spirit 

wants to give you and me. About what the Spirit wants to do for you and me. 

About what the Spirit wants to do in you and me. So much of what we need 

to do to be the Spirit people of God is simply to receive. To receive all that He 

is. To receive all that He offers to us.  

 

Again, from this text and so many others, we know that the Holy Spirit is our 

helper, our comforter, our counselor, our teacher, our encourager, and our 

friend. Do we receive Him into our lives in those ways? Do we trust in Him as 

our comforter, our helper, our teacher, our encourager and friend? Do we 

ask for all the help that we need to live our lives in ways that bring God 

honor and glory?  

 

Scripture also teaches us that He indwells us. He comes to live in you and me. 

He intercedes for us before the Father and He helps us in our prayer life as 

we go to the Father. He strengthens us. He empowers us. He convicts us. He 

reminds us of what Jesus teaches us. He corrects us and transforms us. He 

loves us! Do you believe, brother, do you believe sister, that the Holy, 

righteous, awesome, Almighty God of the Universe loves you perfectly? Do 

you believe and trust in His love? Do you believe that He loves you enough 

that He would come and make His residence in you? Knowing full well that 

you and I this side of heaven we are not perfect. Knowing full well that you 

and I will continue to hurt God and hurt others through our words, our 

thoughts, our attitudes and actions. Knowing that completely, the Holy Spirit 

of God loves you enough, loves me enough, to come and live in us. Do you 

believe that? Are you receiving that love? Are you receiving all that He is, all 

that He offers us into your life moment by moment, day by day? 

 

You know, a simple thing you can do along these lines in the morning as you 

wake up is to say, “Holy Spirit, I am yours today. Do your work in me. I am 



trusting in you. Jesus, I thank you that by your Spirit you live in me. Help me 

to receive, Heavenly Father, because this is your Spirit that you have sent. 

Help me to receive you, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit more fully into my life this 

day and to receive all that you have to offer me as the loving, Almighty God 

who comes to live in me.” 

 

Bernard of Clairvaux gave a sermon on the Holy Spirit way back in the 12th 

Century. Listen to this quote from his sermon: 

 

“The man who is wise, therefore, will see his life as more like a 

reservoir than a canal. The canal simultaneously pours out what it 

receives. The reservoir retains the water till it is filled, and then 

discharges the overflow without loss to itself. Do not try to be more 

generous than God.”  

 

You see, the Holy Spirit wants to do amazing things through you and through 

your life and the lives of the people around you. But the Holy Spirit wants to 

be the one doing those things. And the Holy Spirit wants that love, wants 

that activity to overflow from what the Holy Spirit is pouring into you. There 

is enough love of God that He wants to unleash and pour into your life, to 

lavish upon you, that the excess of that, the abundance of that, the overflow 

of that is more than enough to have eternal impact on the lives of the people 

around you. So, we must continually receive all that the Spirit offers us, 

continually receive the love of God through the Holy Spirit so that we are not 

ever in doubt or ever in danger of running dry. So that we never act like a 

canal that as soon as something comes in, we are pouring it back out. No, it’s 

the overflow, it’s the abundance of God filling us that splashes out onto the 

lives of people around us. 

 

There’s a lot of ways to receive what God has to offer for us. So much of it is 

about a posture of our heart and mind – desiring to receive, asking God each 



day to bless us with all that He wants to pour into our life, being open to 

receiving His love and His presence. And it’s really important that we receive 

by intentionally spending time with God every single day. It’s one of the 

reasons why we emphasize at First Baptist Church that you be in the Word 

every day, you being someone who seeks the Lord in the Word and in prayer 

every single day. Those are ways that we receive from the Holy Spirit of God. 

Those are ways that we receive from the Father and the Son as well. 

 

So first of all, we must be people who receive. And for many of us, this is the 

area where we need to grow in right now. The area we need to commit to 

walking out right now. 

 

2) We listen 

As we receive from the Holy Spirit, we anticipate that the living God who 

lives in us actually wants to speak to us on a moment by moment, day by day 

basis. There are so many ways that the Spirit of God wants to speak to you 

and to me each and every day. God has given us His Word. And again, this is 

a primary – I would say for most of us, this is the primary way that the Spirit 

of God wants to speak to you – through the living Word of God. It is the Holy 

Spirit who inspired the authors of Scripture to write what they wrote. God 

wants to meet with you in His Word, in His love letter to you each and every 

day.  

 

God often speaks to me and speaks to us through brothers and sisters in 

Christ. So many of you in these past few weeks, and over 17 years together 

of life and ministry, have been used by the Holy Spirit of God to speak truth 

into my heart, into my life, into my family, into my ministry, and I am so 

thankful for that. Many of you have shared basic truths, powerful truths from 

God’s Word with me and the Holy Spirit uses that to speak to me. 

 



Some of you have sensed God giving you a word or a picture for me, or my 

family and you have come up and said, “I think this is something maybe that 

the Lord has for you.” And you have shared that with me. Even if it can be a 

scary thing to take a step like that. You’ve shared what God is laying on your 

heart or your mind for me and for my family, and I have been so blessed by 

that. God speaks to us through our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

He speaks to us through creation. God is revealed through the creation that 

He made, and the Spirit was part of that creative process and the Spirit loves 

to use the creation that reveals God’s infinite nature to human beings. He 

loves to speak to us through sermons, lessons in small groups and Sunday 

school classes and the like. So that’s why we need to engage in worship on a 

regular basis through hearing great messages, through being part of fantastic 

Bible studies, and through having other teachers and other small groups be 

part of our life. He can speak to us through books.  

 

Now He also at times (I don’t know that He does this every day for every 

single one of us) but at times the Spirit speaks to us through our thoughts. At 

times the Spirit gives us little nudges in our heart and mind. He speaks to us 

through promptings and, again, I don’t think that happens as often as the 

way that God speaks to us through His Word, and brothers, and sisters, and 

some other sources. And yet, we see in Scripture that the Spirit does that. 

The Spirit nudges, the Spirit prompts, the Spirit gives people ideas that reflect 

God’s will for them. In Scripture it tells us, in fact in Peter’s sermon from Acts 

2 it tells us that the Spirit (and this is from the prophet Joel) in the last days 

will be poured out on all people and that there will be prophetic words, that 

there will be dreams and visions. God does speak to people, not often for 

most of us, but God does speak to people by His Spirit through dreams, 

through visions, through prophetic words. And so, we understand that God 

through His Spirit is wanting to speak to us all the time.  

 



Are we listening? Do we have this mindset as we go throughout each and 

every day that, “Okay, Holy Spirit, what do you want to say to me? I’m always 

listening.”  

 

It’s not that the Holy Spirit necessarily has something every single unique 

moment of every day that He’s wanting to say to you, but do you have the 

posture of, “I’m always eager to hear from you, Holy Spirit. And when you 

are speaking to me, help me to be attentive to that. Help me to be 

recognizing that it is you that is speaking to me. And then to take and test 

what you are saying to me to make sure that it aligns with what we know of 

Jesus. It aligns with the teachings of Scripture so that I am not going haywire 

because the Enemy does at times come and disguise himself as a spirit of 

light.”  

 

So, we always need to take anything that we are sensing from the Spirit and 

run it through a grid of, “Does this align with the teachings of Scripture? Does 

this align with love for God and others? Does this align with the life, teaching, 

and ministry of Jesus Christ? But Holy Spirit, I want to hear from you. I am 

eager to hear from you. And as you speak to me, make that clear to me so 

that then I can do #3, and that is to respond.” 

 

3) We Respond 

First and foremost, we respond to the love, comfort, help, blessing, and 

conviction that the Holy Spirit brings into our lives. We receive that love and 

we respond to that love by being the loved ones of God. Again, by owning 

that as our identity in Jesus Christ – that you are a beloved son or daughter 

of the Most High God. That is the most important thing about you – that you 

are forgiven and redeemed, righteous and holy in the eyes of your heavenly 

Father. We receive those things and we respond to them, and that fuels us to 

live a life of obedience to the Spirit, to the Father and Son. Obedience to the 

Word of God.  



So, we respond to God’s love by living a life of obedience. And Jesus said that 

in this very text, “If you love me, you will obey my commands.” The Spirit of 

God helps us to obey the command of Jesus, helps us to obey His nudging 

and promptings in our daily life.  

 

Our yearly focus this year in this Vision journey God has us on is to put love in 

action by courageously inviting people into our lives as the Holy Spirit leads. 

Now, the reality of the day that we are living in right now with the 

Coronavirus, Covid-19, it’s very difficult to invite people into your life 

physically. But there are dozens of ways, I would argue hundreds of ways, 

that you can invite people into your life digitally and virtually. Ways you can 

reach out with the love of Jesus, serve and care for other people. And that all 

hinges on that last phrase, “as the Holy Spirit leads.” 

 

Are you open to the Holy Spirit leading you to intentionally reach out to a 

neighbor, a co-worker, a family member or friend? Because I believe God 

wants us to continually reach out to the people around us with the love of 

Jesus Christ. And the Holy Spirit will prompt us, will lead us, will guide us, will 

call us to love people as Jesus desires them to be loved.  

 

There’s a great book written by Clare De Graaf called, “The Ten Second Rule.” 

This is a quote from the front of that book. This is how we live by the Spirit. 

This is how we live by obeying Jesus Christ on a moment by moment basis. 

 

“Just do the next thing you are reasonably certain Jesus wants you to 

do and do it within the next 10 seconds.”  

 

The idea being this. Many of us, if you have been in a church for any length of 

time, if you have been studying the Word of God, if you have been seeking 

the Lord in prayer, if you have been listening to sermons for any length of 

time, many of us have a pretty basic understanding of who Jesus is. A pretty 



good understanding of what it means to live a life of love for God and for 

others. And as we go throughout our day, we are going to have maybe a little 

nudging, little promptings, little urgings, thoughts that come into our mind, 

and we can very quickly obey the Holy Spirit. We will grow in our 

understanding that this is the Holy Spirit speaking to us if we will quickly 

move to obey that prompting, that nudge, that thought that comes into our 

minds. Just do the next thing you are reasonably certain Jesus wants you to 

do and do it within the next 10 seconds.  

 

Why the next 10 seconds? Well, because if we don’t do it in the next 10 

seconds doubts creep in. Justification for not doing that thing creeps in. All 

sorts of reasons why we are too busy or don’t have enough time, or what if 

that person thinks we are weird, or all those kinds of things creep in. So, if we 

become people who are reasonably certain this is something that Jesus 

would want us to do, and we put it into action within 10 seconds, we don’t 

have time to begin to say, “Well, was that really the Holy Spirit? Maybe that 

was just my own brain. Or maybe I ate something this morning that’s not 

sitting well with me.” We can come up with all kinds of reasons not to walk in 

the Spirit, not to obey the Holy Spirit. But let’s be people who are reasonably 

certain that Jesus has prompted us, that the Holy Spirit has prompted us and 

called us to do something and do it. And do it right away. 

 

Here are, again, a few good questions for you to think through as you do this 

as we don’t want to be led astray. We don’t want to be doing things that God 

does not want us to do. So, three quick questions: 

 

1) Does this thing that you are sensing God is wanting you to do, does it 

express love for God and love for others? 

 

2) Does it align with the teachings of Scripture? Does it align with the 

teachings of Jesus Christ?  



3) Would I see Jesus doing this if He were in my shoes? If Jesus was physically 

present in this moment, if He were in my shoes, is this something that I 

could see Jesus doing? 

 

If it expresses love for God and others, if it aligns with your best 

understanding – it doesn’t have to mean that you have to be some Bible 

scholar who knows the Scriptures inside and out – but if it aligns with your 

basic understanding of Scripture and what Jesus taught, and could you see 

Jesus doing this if He were in your shoes, then do it! Take action within those 

first 10 seconds so that those doubts, concerns, and excuses don’t crowd out 

what God may be calling you to do. And I think over time you will very readily 

recognize and come to understand yes, this is something that the Spirit of 

God called me to do, prompted me to do. I am responding to the Holy Spirit’s 

leading in my life. Or, you know, that didn’t turn out how I thought it would 

turn out and I’m not sure that was God who asked me to do that. I did it, and 

that was okay because it answered all these other questions in the right way, 

but maybe it wasn’t God asking me to do that thing. 

 

Now, one quick caveat. That approach, this 10 second rule, is not necessarily 

meant for major decisions in life. So, don’t decide within the first 10 seconds 

of dating a young man or young woman, or older man or older woman, 

whether you should marry that person. That would be a good example. Don’t 

decide within the first 10 seconds on a new job whether you are supposed to 

stay in that job or not. Don’t decide within the first 10 seconds whether you 

should sell your home or move. Or these major life decisions whether you 

should have a child or begin trying to have a child. Those kinds of things 

typically require a little more thought, a little more reflection and examining 

Scripture. Asking wise brothers and sisters for wisdom and advice. But in the 

normal, everyday occurrences of life that 10 second rule is a great one to live 

by to make sure that you and I are responding to the work and the voice of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives each and every day. 



Brothers and sisters, when it comes to the Holy Spirit, we must continually, 

day after day, 1) Receive all that the Spirit is, receive all that the Spirit offers 

to us, receive all that He wants to do in our life, receive His love, 2) Listen – 

Are you listening to the Holy Spirit moment by moment, day by day in all of 

the ways the Spirit wants to speak to you? and 3) Respond to the leading of 

the Holy Spirit, the nudges and promptings of the Holy Spirit, respond in 

obedience.  

 

If we receive, listen and respond as we grow in these ways of engaging with the 

Holy Spirit, our lives and the life of our church will look more and more like that of 

the early church – a group of people indwelt by, loved by, empowered by, and 

unleashed by the Holy Spirit of God – and the world around us will be transformed 

as we do our best to try and keep up with Him. 

 

Be blessed in the Holy Spirit. Let’s pray together. 

 

Father, Son, Jesus, we are so thankful that you have given us this incredible 

gift of the Holy Spirit who comes to live in us. I pray that we would be a 

people who are every day seeking to be people of the Holy Spirit. I pray that 

every single day we would receive all that the Holy Spirit is and all that the 

Holy Spirit wants to do in us. We know that the Spirit is sent by you, Father, 

and sent by you, Jesus. And that Jesus, you indwell in us through the Holy 

Spirit, so we would we not want to receive all that the Spirit is, all that the 

Spirit offers to us, all that the Spirit wants to do in us?  

 

And help us to be a people who listen to the Holy Spirit – who listen to the 

Spirit through the Word of God, who listen to the Spirit through brothers 

and sisters in Christ, who listen to the Spirit through creation. We know that 

those are ways that you want to speak to us every single day. And we are 

also attentive to the face and aware that you speak to us in other ways as 

well. Maybe not as often, but you do like to give us nudges, and promptings, 



to put thoughts in our mind. And you like to speak to us at times – at least 

some of us do have dreams, and visions, and hear prophetic words from 

you, God. We want to acknowledge that you speak to us Holy Spirit, and we 

want to listen really well every day. 

 

And last, we want to be people who respond – who respond to all that You are, 

who respond to all that You give to us, who respond to Your presence in our life 

and all that You want to do in us and through us. And we want to be a people 

who walk by obedience. Who know and understand the Word of God and seek 

to apply that in our lives by your power, Holy Spirit. But who also walk in 

obedience in the little things, in those little nudges and promptings to reach out 

with the love of Jesus to someone in need.  

 

It is so easy to be people who pass by on the other side of the road. And yet, if 

we are filled by you, Holy Spirit, if we are attentive to you and are responsive to 

you, I believe that we will be like the Good Samaritan who stopped. We will be 

like Jesus who continually was listening to the people crying out on the side of 

the road. Jesus stopped. That is one of the marks of people who are led by the 

Holy Spirit and respond to the Holy Spirit. We will be people looking for 

opportunities to share the love of Jesus Christ, the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

the hope of Jesus Christ in every opportunity that we get. So, Holy Spirit, we 

yield to you. Fill us, empower us, work in us and through us. We love you and 

we pray this all in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, and in His name. Amen. 

 

Walk with the Spirit this day and every day. Be blessed in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 


