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Hello First Baptist Church! It is so good to be with you again for this 
second edition of “sermons from a distance” It is a joy to be opening 
the Word of God together, worshiping Him, serving Him, and loving 
Him! I want to thank all of you for all of your love, and for your prayers, 
your encouragement, and your support! It has been received by me, by 
the rest of our church staff, and by our church board. I know that there 
have been a lot of ways that you’ve been loving and encouraging each 
other, seeking to serve each other, reach out to one another, and 
connect with each other in lots of really fun ways. I’ve heard stories of 
Facebook meetings, zoom calls, of your emails, letters, and phone calls. 
All of those are so good and so important! Let’s keep being the church 
to one another in this time! And, let’s continue to be the church to the 
world and people around us who desperately need hope, love, and 
good news of Jesus Christ! You’re doing amazing job. This is an 
adventure. It is a trial and is challenging many ways. And yet, God is 
seeing us through and he will continue to do that as we lean into him 
and trust in him. The Word for today, much like last weeks message, is 
so perfect for our time and for this season of life that we’re in. I believe 
you will be encouraged by it as we open the Word together. Will you 
join me in prayer? 
 
Our great God and our loving Heavenly Father, we thank you so much 
for your presence with us in the midst of this ongoing trial and 
adventure. We know that crisis brings with it great opportunity. You 
provide opportunities for us to grow in our love for you, to grow in our 
love for our brothers and sisters in Christ, to grow in our love for the 
world around us, and to grow in our faith. We trust in you Jesus! We 
trust in you all the way through. We pray that you will be pleased now 



as we come before you in your Word. We want to be good disciples of 
yours. We want to be good students of your Word and seek to not only 
understand what you’re trying to teach us, but then apply it to our 
lives, even in these days of trial and challenge. We thank you that 
you’ve given us the gift of your Word. Thank you for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, who lives in us, who is able to lead and guide us in all truth, and 
transform us from the inside out. We want to become more and more 
like you, Jesus, and we pray that you would answer that prayer of ours. 
We love you Jesus and we pray this in your Holy Name, amen. 
 
Today’s messages is from John chapter 15 we’re gonna focus on the 
first 17 verses of this passage. The next two Sundays are going to be 
unique - next Sunday we are going to look back on John chapter 12 at 
the triumphal entry because next Sunday is Palm Sunday. Then, Easter 
Sunday we will have an Easter message. Dan is communicating with the 
worship team and, even though we’ve got a shelter in place order, he’s 
working with them to come up with some really fun and creative ways 
to provide you with opportunities experience “First Baptist” recorded 
worship music and worship along with us in that way. So, I’m really 
excited for these next two weeks! Then, the week after Easter, we will 
come back to the rest of John chapter 15 and then finish out our study 
of John over the next several weeks. 
 
If you have a Bible, you can begin opening to John chapter 15, but 
before we dive in to the passage this morning, I wanna ask you 
important question. If someone asked you what the Christian life was 
all about, how would you answer that question? This is a good and 
important question for us to consider in light of the fact that people are 
contemplating life and death in these times. So it’s good for all of us to 
have an answer to that question. If you need a little help narrowing it 
down, consider these questions. Would you focus more on holding the 
right doctrines, the right teachings, and the right understandings of the 
Christian faith, about God and Jesus, and other really important topics? 



Or, would you focus more on the Christian life being about the right 
way to live? In other words, the Christian life is really about living a life 
of love, living in the right way with God and with others? Or, would you 
be someone who would focus primarily on the Christian life being a 
supernatural experience that is unlike anything else in the world? I 
think for most of us, we tend to emphasize or focus on one or maybe 
two of those three components. The text that will be studying together 
today, and what Jesus is teaching us through this text, addresses the 
crucial questions of: what is this Christian life really all about and how 
can we live in ways that bring God honor and glory? 
 
I want to set the scene again. This teaching Jesus is giving is happening 
between those tender, intimate moments with His disciples in the 
Upper Room during the Last Supper, and His eventual arrest, trial, 
conviction, torture, and, ultimately, execution. I think the disciples were 
probably wrestling with a lot of the same questions, concerns, doubts, 
and fears that we are wrestling with in the midst of the crisis that’s 
going on around us. They also had additional concerns and questions 
and fears in light of the reality that Jesus was about to die – though 
they most likely understood that on some level at this point time, many 
of them were not wanting to accept that or believe that it could 
actually happen. So that’s the scene that were in.       
 
It’s also important to remember that this teaching is a continuation of 
what Jesus has been teaching the disciples in the Upper Room. We 
need to keep in mind what Jesus has already said to his disciples in John 
13 and 14. I invite you to stand now as I read from John chapter 15. I 
will be reading the first 17 verses. 
 
PLEASE READ John 15:1-17 in your Bibles 
 
You may be seated. So, we come back to that question about the 
Christian life what is it all about? From this passage, do you think Jesus 



is saying that the Christian life is primarily about knowing and agreeing 
with certain doctrines or teachings or truths about God? Is it primarily 
about thinking rightly about God? Or, is Jesus saying that the life of a 
disciple is primarily about living the right way - living a life of love - love 
God and love others? Perhaps we could summarize that by saying, is it 
primarily a life of doing? So, is it a life of thinking? Is it a life of doing? 
Or, is it primarily about a supernatural experience, where the living God 
comes to live in you? Is the Christian life primarily about thinking, 
doing, or being?  
 
According to this clear teaching, Jesus would say that it’s primarily 
about all three of them! All three of them are vital components of what 
a life of discipleship is all about. In true discipleship, thinking and 
believing is vitally important, as is living a life of love for God and love 
for others, as is an intimate inner connection with our Heavenly Father, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. The Christian life is about our thinking, 
it is about are doing, and it is about our being. All of them are of utmost 
importance. 
 
Though we, individually, tend to lean more heavily into one or two of 
those areas, Jesus Christ wants to help us grow in all three of them. To 
grow in our understanding of them, and wrap our arms around Jesus in 
all of these ways so we can experience his life more fully in us each and 
every passing day.  
 
I do believe in this passage, Jesus is drawing a greater emphasis to 
“right being”. He touches on all three, but this “right being” is so 
critical. It is so important because “right thinking” and “right doing” 
must flow out of “right being” in order for God‘s will to be done in our 
lives. In verse four, Jesus says “remain in me” two different times. In 
verse five, he says “if you remain in me”.” In verse six, “if you do not 
remain in me and I in you…” Verse seven, “If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you…” Verse nine, “Now remain in my love.” Verse 10, 



“If you keep my commands, you remain in my love…” Over and over 
and over again, Jesus is saying to his disciples on this special night, and 
saying to his disciples today, that you must remain in me and I must 
remain in you! Our lines must be intimately and intricately connected in 
order for my life to flow in you and through you. Jesus in saying these 
things, is highlighting the unique and supernatural nature of the 
relationship that he has with his disciples. They don’t just know each 
other. They don’t just spend time with one another. Jesus and his 
disciples actually live in each other through the power and work the 
Holy Spirit! The living God comes to live in you when you place your 
faith in Jesus Christ! This transforms the nature your very being, it 
changes you in every way from the inside out, thanks to the work of the 
Holy Spirit who comes to live in us. We must remain intimately 
attached to and completely dependent upon Jesus in order to think 
rightly and bear the fruit of a life of love for God and for others. We’ve 
got to be intimately connected and completely dependent upon Jesus 
in order for right thinking and right living to flow out of us. Apart from 
him, as Jesus said, “Apart from me, you can do nothing.” That is a bold 
statement! It includes everything. “Apart from me, you can do 
nothing.” We cannot think right, or believe right, or live right, or love 
right apart from this intimate connect that Jesus offers to his disciples.  
 
Our “right thinking” now flows from our “right being”. God is concerned 
about how you think and what you think about Jesus, about the Father, 
about the Holy Spirit, about sin, about salvation, about the Christian 
life, about the church, and about the life to come. He cares deeply 
about what you believe in and what you put your faith and trust in.  
 
When Jesus says “I am the true vine and my father is the gardener…” 
Jesus is making a radical claim! Oftentimes because of the time and 
culture that we live in we miss this, but Jesus, in light of what God has 
done and said throughout the entire Old Testament, is making a radical 
claim. He’s claiming that he is true Israel. This whole vine and vineyard 



motif has been use throughout the Old Testament. God’s claim 
throughout the Old Testament is that Israel, as his chosen people, is the 
vine, or Israel is the vineyard, and someone’s acceptance or belonging 
in God‘s family is dependent upon them becoming part of the people of 
Israel. That wasn’t exclusive to those who were born into God’s family 
since Gentiles could become part of God‘s people - part of the people 
who honored and served and worshiped the one true God. So here, 
Jesus is very directly saying, “I am the true vine.” It’s no longer about 
belonging to this group of people that was chosen by God to bring the 
Messiah into the world. Instead, “I, as the Messiah, I am the true vine.” 
From here on out, it’s not about being connected with the people of 
Israel in some way, it’s now about being connected with Him. 
 
Jesus goes on and says, “If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you…” and, later on, he says, “If you keep my commands…” Here, Jesus 
is reinforcing that his true disciples are those who listen to, and believe 
in, and obey his teachings and commands. It is important that we think 
“rightly” about our God, understand who Jesus is, and delve the depths 
of Scripture and the richness of truth contained in it. This will help us 
more fully understand who Jesus is, and what it means to live as one of 
his disciples. It’s also important that we think rightly about our lives and 
about the way that we live. We need to think rightly about the ways 
that we use the time, energy, gifts, and resources that God has 
entrusted to us. We must think rightly out of the right being, the right 
relationship that we have with our God. 
 
Jesus calls his disciples to be deeply committed students of his. To be a 
disciple of a Rabbi in this day and age was a total life commitment. You 
would commit yourself to learning what the Rabbi knew and taught and 
you would do this so that you could become like the Rabbi in his way of 
life with God and others. As we grow in our right understanding of God 
through his Word and the work of the Holy Spirit, that will help us 
become more and more and more like our Rabbi, our Lord and Savior, 



Jesus Christ. We, as his disciples, get to exercise the privilege of 
faithfully and diligently studying his Word each day – both on our own, 
and with other believers. That’s why, at First Baptist, we offer a Daily 
Bible Reading and Prayer Plan, so that you can pursue Jesus in his Word 
and in prayer. It’s also why we offer so many great classes and groups 
on Sundays and Wednesdays and all throughout the week. Obviously 
most of those are on hold for now, but we have been working to create 
ways for that to continue through our website, Facebook page, 
YouTube channel, Zoom calls, and telephone calls. Hopefully you are 
still doing that with other sisters and brothers in Christ wherever you 
are holed up at this time. What a privilege to be diligent students of 
God’s Word together! We also get to daily ask the Holy Spirit to lead us 
into all truth, renew our minds, and transform our way of thinking. All 
of this so that our thinking becomes more aligned with God’s thought. 
We desire to think only what God desires us to think as we live as 
disciples of Jesus. 
 
So, we begin with “right being”, we are blessed with a right standing 
before and relationship with God as we place our faith in Jesus Christ, 
receiving forgiveness and salvation through Him. He lives in us and we 
live in him through the Holy Spirit. Out of that “right being” we grow in 
“right thinking” as we commit ourselves to diligently studying the 
Word, to knowing Jesus better, to knowing the truths and doctrines of 
the faith that are so critical for us as disciples to know. We ask the Holy 
Spirit to help us in this, to reveal truth to us, and to change our ways of 
thinking so that we can think in ways that glorify God. 
 
“Right being” and “right thinking” helps us to naturally live out “right 
doing.” In this text, Jesus says, “My father cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful… This is to my father’s glory that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples…” Here, Jesus is 
reinforcing the idea that right living, or right doing, will flow from the 



lives of true disciples of his. You will bear fruit! A natural byproduct of a 
life lived in love with Jesus - a natural byproduct of a life of right 
being/right standing with God, a natural byproduct of right thinking – 
all of that will produce a life of love. All of that will produce a life of 
“right doing”, right actions, and fruit will be present in the lives of those 
who love and pursue Jesus in these ways.  
 
Jesus goes on in this text and says, “As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you. Now remain in my love… If you keep my commands, you 
will remain in my love. Just as I have kept my father’s commands and 
remain in his love… My command is this: Love one another as I have 
loved you.” The life of a true disciple is marked by a distinct, powerful, 
and tangible love for God, for other believers, and for people in the 
world around us. In these trying, unusual, and unpredictable days, have 
you grown in your love for the Lord and for others? Has that love 
expressed itself in very tangible and concrete ways? Are you looking for 
fun, unique, and creative ways to express your love for God by fulfilling 
the command of Jesus to love others as he has loved us? This is an 
incredibly high calling and a joy-filled calling! We have the opportunity, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, by the truth of God’s Word, through 
“right being” and “right thinking”, to be able to live out love, moment 
by moment and day by day. That is an incredible opportunity and an 
incredible joy! How does God want to work through you, as you express 
your love for Jesus, by obeying his command and intentionally, maybe 
even sacrificially, loving other people? This isn’t about you gritting your 
teeth and trying hard to love others. This is about you allowing the love 
that God lavishes on you to flow through you and into the lives of 
others. God wants to love through you! Jesus wants to love through 
you! The Holy Spirit wants to love through you! Will you surrender to 
Him and allow our great and loving God to do so? Will you allow the 
love of Jesus, who spread his arms wide on the cross to show you how 
much he loves you and everyone else, to flow through you?  
 



This “right doing”, this “right living”, this “right loving” is such an 
exciting and wonderful thing to talk about and walk in. Here at First 
Baptist, we talk about this as a “Loving Lifestyle”. People who are 
growing as disciples of Jesus naturally express greater and greater love 
for God and for others in their day-to-day lives.  
 
The reality is that we are “blessed to be a branch” connected to The 
Vine. This is an incredible blessing and joy and in these 17 verses, Jesus 
reveals all kinds of ways that being a “branch” is an incredible blessing 
to us! I’m just going to list off some of these blessings: 
-As a branch, receive a deep, inner connection with our Father, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit. That is what eternal life is! It is about that deep 
connection and love with the Triune God as Jesus clearly stated in John 
17. 
 
-We also, as a branch, receive Jesus’ perfect love for us, we live out of 
that love, and we rest in it every day. No matter what is going on 
around us or what is going on in our lives, we can rest in the love of 
Jesus. 
 
-We get to bear fruit and know that our Father will prune us so that we 
can bear even more fruit. Pruning is not a comfortable process for the 
branch, but we know that our loving Father does his pruning, his 
correcting, his convicting, because he loves us and wants to help us 
grow! So, we turn to him with great humility, we joyfully repent of our 
sins, and we receive his forgiveness and love once again. 
 
-As a branch, we are blessed with a growing, intimate prayer life. We 
learn to know the heart of our Father and we are able to pray his 
desires back to him. When we pray in accordance with the will of God, 
we can rest assured that he will answer those prayers. 
 



-We also have the joy of Jesus! Jesus says that we get his joy and that 
our joy is made complete in him! Do you have joy in these days? This 
isn’t about putting on a happy face or manufacturing feelings of 
happiness in these really hard days. Joy often does produce incredible 
happiness, but joy is that deep sense that God is in control, that my life 
is in his hands, that he is with us, that he is good, that he loves us, and 
that he is able to bring good out of bad, life from death. What joy we 
can have in and through Jesus Christ! 
 
-We also have the opportunity as a branch to know and obey the 
commands of Jesus. The Word of God, the Spirit of God, and our 
growing love for God help us to walk in obedience to Him. We don’t 
‘prove’ our love for Jesus by obeying him. Rather, because of our 
growing love for him and the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us, 
obedience flows more and more naturally in our lives. 
 
-Branches get to live a life of love. So many of you have been such an 
incredible example to me over these last few weeks, over the past year, 
and over the 17 years that I have been blessed to be part of the First 
Baptist family! Thank you for loving me so well, for loving my wife and 
sons so well, and for loving one another so well! I have grown so much 
in love as a result of your example, your encouragement, and your love 
for the Lord, for our church, and for me and my family! We have also, 
individually and corporately, grown in our love for the people and 
community around us and God is using the love that we have given in 
life-changing ways! God has brought so many people in this community 
to faith in Jesus Christ over the years because of your life of love for 
God and others - Praise God! May God continue to increase this 
commitment to living a life of love in these days and beyond. 
 
-Finally, one of the greatest blessings and joys of being a branch, of 
“right being” and “right thinking” and “right doing” is being called a 
“friend of God”! You are called and I am called a “friend of God”! What 



a privilege! What a gift! What a joy! Throughout the Old Testament, 
there were only an exceedingly small number of people who were 
talked about in this way like Abraham and Moses. These were the 
giants and heroes of the people of God who were given this amazing 
distinction. But now, Jesus declares that his disciples, that you and I, are 
his friend! In these days of social distancing due to the virus, it is easy to 
feel completely isolated and alone. But you are never alone and I am 
never alone because Jesus is our friend! He is always with us! He will 
never leave us nor forsake us! We can always count on him. Jesus has 
also given us brothers and sisters in Christ, and even when we can’t be 
with them physically, we have a bond that bridges all gaps through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. If you are feeling isolated and alone in these 
days, cry out to Jesus and he will meet your needs! Reach out to other 
brothers and sisters in Christ and reach out to the church staff, and we 
will do our best to care for you and meet your needs as well!  
 
Jesus is The Life and The Vine, stay connected to him! Jesus is The 
Truth, never stop pursuing and learning about him! Jesus is Love, 
receive his love and grow in your love for him and for others! Jesus is 
your friend, now and forevermore! 
 
Let’s pray. PLEASE PRAY ON YOUR OWN. 
 
Announcement: As a reminder, with the two-week “stay at home” 
order, we will be unable to do print versions of the sermon. We will get 
this back up and running as soon as we possibly can. In the meantime, 
we are also working on a way to enable people who do not have a 
computer, smartphone, or tablet to be able to call in to a toll-free 
number at a specified time (perhaps 9am or 10am on Sunday mornings) 
and listen to the sermon for the week. We will let you know if and 
when we get this up and running. I love you all and am praying for you 
each day! I can’t wait to see you again! 
Love, Pastor Jared 


