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Hello brothers and sisters of First Baptist Church! I am so excited to be opening the word of God 
with you once again, and seeking the Lord in worship, in the Word and in prayer! The Spirit of 
the Living God is here and there and everywhere, and he will be teaching us, transforming us, 
leading us, guiding us, comforting us, and encouraging us in the days and weeks ahead! If you 
are reading this, I want you to know that I “recorded” this message using the Microsoft Word 
dictation option, so if it reads a little bit funny or the grammar is not correct, please bear with 
me. On the flip side, if you are watching the video recording of this message, I may come across 
differently than I do in person because I normally don’t use a ‘script’ for my messages. For now, 
I am doing so because I want them to be as similar as possible. I will eventually figure it out and 
find my ‘groove’ in the weeks and months ahead. Before we dive into the passage for the 
morning let’s turn to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Our great God and loving Heavenly Father, we worship you. We thank you that you hold our 
lives and this world in the palm of your hands. We thank you that nothing going on around us 
surprises you, overwhelms you, or is outside of your control. In this time of great uncertainty 
and fear, we thank you that we can trust fully in you, in all ways and at all times. We pray now 
that as we turn to you in your Word that you would speak powerfully to us. We give ourselves 
to you, Holy Spirit, and we thank you that you are faithful to continue the good work in us that 
you began when we placed our faith in Jesus Christ. We ask that you draw near to us in this 
time, bring your peace and comfort into our lives, and help us to receive the love of our 
Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus Christ in very real and tangible ways. You are the Almighty 
God and we thank you for this opportunity to seek you and worship you! We pray this now in 
the holy name of Jesus, amen.                    
 
There’s no denying that these are some of the most tumultuous and challenging day is that any 
of us have ever lived through. I recognize that some of our seniors have lived through seasons 
like this, and ones even more challenging than this, over the course of their lifetime, but for 
many this is the greatest nationwide and worldwide crisis we have ever lived through. As we 
continue our study through the gospel of John, and look specifically at chapter 14 today, we will 
find that the disciples of Jesus were facing the greatest trial of their lifetime. Though we could 
never have known or predicted what was going to be happening in these days, I believe God‘s 
timing for us to read and study this passage together is absolutely perfect! I invite you now to 
turn in your Bibles to John chapter 14 as I read verses 1 through 27. If you are able, wherever 
you are, please stand while I read from John 14. 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 



place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on 
the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do 
the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives 
with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before 
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 
Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us 
and not to the world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not 
obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent 
me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
 
What powerful and reassuring words from our Lord and Savior! In verse 1 and again in verse 27 
Jesus says to his disciples “do not let your hearts be troubled.” I can’t think of more important 
words from our Savior to hear in these days! I must be honest in saying that my heart has been 
troubled at times over the course of the past week or two for a wide variety of reasons. I’m 
guessing that yours has been as well. Jesus also speaks of peace… And not being afraid! I don’t 
know about you but for me, at least in certain moments, I have experienced fear and lack of 
peace. Therefore I can’t imagine a more important message at this time. 
 



I don’t know for sure what it would’ve been like to have been present in the upper room with 
Jesus that night, but I can imagine that the disciples were feeling a lot of the same feelings that 
you and I are in the midst of this crisis. Without a doubt, when the disciples gathered together 
with Jesus, many of them were distraught and afraid. We can be confident of that fact because 
Jesus specifically addressed their troubled hearts and their fears! They knew full well that the 
Pharisees and other religious leaders were looking for an opportunity to kill Jesus. Not only 
that, but Jesus himself had spoken very openly of his coming death. As they arrived in 
Jerusalem, the events unfolding around them would have likely set them on edge.  
 
Imagine being one of these disciples. You are convinced that Jesus is the Messiah. He is the Holy 
One of God. He is the Son of God in the flesh. And now you are facing the very real prospect 
that in the days ahead Jesus will be killed?! From our vantage point, because we live on the 
other side of Easter, it is easy to forget what it must’ve been like for the disciples, who knew 
Jesus as the Messiah, to face the prospect that he might die. How could that not raise 
incredible concern and worry and fears! If their Rabbi and Messiah was to die, what profound 
uncertainty, shame, disillusionment and fear it would bring! In light of their reality and ours, 
let’s look more closely at the passage to see how Jesus addresses their questions, concerns, and 
fears, and then seek to apply those very same truths to our lives and the crisis that we face. 
 
The first thing this passage brings to our attention is the way in which Jesus addressed the 
questions and fears, both spoken and unspoken, of his disciples. Beginning toward the end of 
chapter 13, four of them - Peter, Thomas, Philip, and Judas - ask Jesus a series of questions. 
Every time, Jesus responds with love, compassion, and truth. Jesus validates their questions, 
and then lovingly and powerfully speaks truth into their lives and the fear-inducing 
circumstances surrounding them.  
 
Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that our Lord Jesus does the exact same thing for you 
and for me! He is open to hearing any and every question that you have currently. You don’t 
need to sugarcoat things with him. You don’t need to hide things from him. You can be 
completely open and honest with him about all that you are wrestling with, about all that you 
fear, about all the concerns that you have, and know that he loves you deeply and wants to 
answer your questions and speak truth into your life. We do not worship a God that is distant 
and expects us to figure this all out on our own. We worship a God who is intimately involved in 
our lives and always available to answer our questions, calm our fears, and meet our needs. 
What an amazing God we love and worship and serve! So be bold in bringing your questions, 
your fears, and your concerns before Jesus Christ and know that he will always listen and 
respond in truth and love. 
 
Another main point of this passage is to once again reveal the true identity of Jesus Christ. The 
apostle John has gone to great lengths to record all the many ways in which Jesus has both 
demonstrated through miracles and clearly spoken about his identity to the people around him. 
Because we have already studied this in great depth in our Sundays together, I won’t spend a 
lot of time on this point, but it’s important to note that Jesus makes radical claims about his 
relationship with the Father in this text. As one scholar put it, “Jesus is therefore not making a 



claim simply to possess some functional equivalence with the Father, saying in effect that he is 
doing what the Father does, so that to participate with him is to participate in the Father’s 
work. No, Jesus is saying more. Resident within his person is some aspect of the Father‘s life, 
some feature of divine reality that sets him apart. It is not simply that Jesus is sent on a divine 
mission on behalf of the father, but that the father himself is on a divine mission in the life of his 
son. In 14:10 Jesus explicitly says that the father is living in him.“ It is exactly these kinds of 
radical claims that caused the Pharisees and religious leaders to want to kill Jesus.  
 
Jesus also claimed that he is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus is not a way to the Father, 
he is the only Way to the Father. Jesus is not just a teller of truth, he is the Truth embodied. He 
does not teach and demonstrate a way to life, he is the Life. Do you know and worship Jesus as 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life? Do you believe in him as he called his first disciples to believe? 
Do you believe that Jesus is one with the Father and one with the Holy Spirit? Are you willing to 
place your entire life in his hands, and live faithfully as his disciple by the power of the Holy 
Spirit? If your answer to those questions is a resounding “Yes!” then rest in peace knowing that 
the Living God lives in you and that Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for you. 
 
A third vital lesson from this passage comes from the ways that Jesus speaks of his departures 
and returns. Without careful examination it’s easy to miss the nuance in Jesus’s teaching and 
lump all of these “returns” together, so it is important to explore each one of them individually 
so that we don’t miss what Jesus is trying to teach us! In verse 3, Jesus speaks of his second 
coming when he says, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me so that you also may be where I am.” Much like the apostles and disciples of the 
first century, we look forward to and long for the return of Jesus Christ! We join with billions of 
believers over the past two millennia to cry out, “come quickly lord Jesus!“ This is the event to 
which all the earth groans and longs for and I imagine for many of us in these days, we long for 
his return more than we ever have before! 
 
Jesus refers to another departure and return in verse 19 when he says, “Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.” Here, Jesus is 
promising his disciples that though they will watch him die, he will soon rise again from the 
grave and appear to them. I’m sure that many of them missed this meaning in what he was 
telling them, and it was only after he appeared to them that the powerful truth of these words 
finally sunk in.  
 
In verse 23, Jesus speaks of another way that he will return to his disciples. Verse 23 reads, 
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them.“ Here, Jesus is promising that his presence 
and the presence of the Father will be sent to live in all believers in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. What an incredible promise! What joy and peace come from knowing that the living God 
lives in us! Jesus makes the radical claim that his disciples are actually better off once he leaves 
because only in his leaving will the Holy Spirit come. I’ve been reading a book by J. D. Greear on 
the Holy Spirit titled, Jesus, continued… Why the Spirit inside you is Better than Jesus beside 
you. He points out that many of us feel like Jesus being in the flesh with us each day would be 



the best thing that we could ever experience. And yet, Jesus himself said that having the Holy 
Spirit living within us was better than him living in the flesh beside us! Jesus comes to live in 
each of his disciples through the Holy Spirit and that is, truly, an indescribable gift! 
 
According to Jesus himself, from just this one chapter of the Bible, here is what we receive in 
the person and work of the Holy Spirit:  
1) The ability to continue the miraculous works of Jesus (v.12)!  
2) Intimacy with God in prayer (v.13-14)! I sincerely hope that you have been seeking the Lord 

earnestly in prayer over these last couple of weeks. I have been so blessed to have 
extended time for personal prayer, prayer with Mandy, and prayer with my boys. When we 
seek the Lord in prayer, we grow in intimacy with him every single time. That is true even if 
we don’t feel like our intimacy with God is increasing.           

3) The ability to recall and obey the teachings of Jesus with conviction (v.16, 17, 26)!  
4) The gift of the very presence of Jesus living in us, which we then get to take to people and 

the world around us (v.23)! There is nothing that our world needs more right now, in this 
time of crisis and uncertainty, then the presence of Jesus Christ! There is no better vessel 
for the presence of Jesus Christ in this season then believers who are living by the power 
and leading of the Holy Spirit!  

And finally, 
5) The Peace of God (v.27)! How many of us need more peace in these days? I certainly do and 

I’m guessing all of you do as well. And, as I look at the world around us, I see a world turned 
upside down by chaos and fear. I am so thankful for the overwhelming peace that I do feel 
most times as a result of having the Holy Spirit living in me! This is one of the primary ways 
that we can stand out from the world around us when it comes to living for Jesus and being 
lights in this dark world. This world desperately needs more hope, more joy, more love, 
more light, and more peace, and those will only increase through the power and presence 
of Jesus in and through His people. Let’s thank and praise the Holy Spirit for all that he does 
in, with, and through us! 

 
Are you living in submission to the Holy Spirit each day? Do you allow his power to flow in you 
and through you? Are you sensitive to the ways that he wants to unleash the presence, love, 
mercy, grace, and power of Jesus Christ through you in the lives of people around you? 
Especially at a time like this? May we be a people who bring the presence of Jesus everywhere 
we go by allowing the Holy Spirit to have complete control! 
 
I do not know what the days and weeks and months ahead will bring for you, for me, for our 
church family, or for our community, nation, or world. However, I know full well that Jesus is 
with us and he says to you and to me, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be trouble and do not be afraid.” It is my 
sincere desire that the presence of Jesus, these powerful words, and the life-changing truths 
that they communicate, would ring in our ears, hearts, and minds every moment of every day 
as we endure this season of trial and uncertainty together! Let’s close in prayer.  
 



Lord Jesus we thank you that you are the Living God! We thank you that you and the Father and 
the Spirit are one. We thank you that you are sovereign and rule and reign over all. We thank 
you that you come and live in your people by your Holy Spirit! We thank you that we are never 
alone, even when we are cooped up in our homes and isolated from the people around us. We 
thank you that you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. We thank you and praise you that you 
rose from the grave, conquering sin and death! We thank you that you comfort your disciples in 
times of trouble and fear. Help us to rest in your great love and trust in you all the way through. 
Help us to be vessels of your peace, love, hope, joy, and salvation in these dark days. We thank 
you that you were coming again Jesus and we long for your return! We pray all this in your 
matchless, powerful, holy name, Jesus, amen! 
 
I love you all deeply and greatly look forward to the fun and creative ways that we will connect 
in the days and weeks ahead!  I am praying for you and am so thankful for your prayers for me, 
Mandy, our boys, and our church! I will close by blessing you with the words of Jesus himself 
from John 14 verse 27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be trouble and do not be afraid.”  
 
Discussion Questions 
Please go back to the many questions throughout the sermon in order to think, pray through, 
and discuss them. Then, reflect on the following questions. 
How was God speaking to you through the Spirit, the Bible, and this sermon? What does he 
want you to learn from this message? What does he want you to do as a result of these truths? 
How are you pursuing deeper faith in Jesus in these days? How are you pursuing greater 
intimacy with him? How are you experiencing the peace, hope, love, and power that Jesus 
wants to give you through the Holy Spirit? 


