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“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” We are so 
excited that you are here to join us for worship on this Palm Sunday. We 
are glad that you are with us to open the Scriptures and read about 
Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. This a 
very unique and special Sunday. It marks the beginning of Holy Week. 
We will have opportunities all throughout this week to seek the Lord in 
His Word and worship Him together and we hope that you take the 
opportunity to do that with us.  
 
In this season of trial, change, difficulty, and distance, we shout, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna” is an Aramaic phrase that means “save us now!” Save us 
now, Lord! So we join together, lifting high the name of Jesus, 
welcoming Him into our hearts and our lives as the King of Kings, 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Please join me in prayer. 
 
Jesus, we do declare your praises! We desire to join with the throng – 
the billions of people around the planet today and throughout the past 
2000 years – who have shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” We worship you, 
Jesus, and we cry out to you, “Save us now, Lord!” We need You, we 
need Your forgiveness, mercy, and grace! We need Your salvation! We 
need Your help! We live in a time of great trial, trouble, and distress, so 
we cry out to You. We lift high Your Name and worship You on this 
Sunday. We pray that You would be glorified in us. Use Your Word 
now, Jesus, and your example to teach us. Holy Spirit, we want to be 
like our Lord and Savior, Jesus, so we pray that You would use the 
Word of God to transform the child of God. Change us from the inside 
out. Use this Word and Your work to help us learn and grow and 
become more like Jesus. Heavenly Father, we thank You that You sent 



Your one and only Son – what an incredible gift! As You watched on 
that first Palm Sunday, I’m sure there was a mixture of joy, as tens of 
thousands of people worshiped Jesus, and yet sadness, knowing that 
many of them would be shouting “crucify him” just a handful of days 
later and He would be hung on a cross. Thank You for Your great love 
for us that caused You to send your Son to die for us! On this Palm 
Sunday, Lord, may You be glorified in us as we worship You. Amen. 
 
As we continue our study through John, we are actually going back a 
few chapters. Last week we studied the first part of John 15 and now we 
are going back to John 12 because the Apostle John chose to dedicate a 
third of his gospel to the last week of Jesus’s life. So, we have to go 
back from where we have been for this Sunday. Then, next Sunday, we 
will study John 20 together as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. After that, we will go back to John 15 and then finish out our 
study of John’s gospel in the weeks ahead.  
 
Since it has been several weeks since we were in John 11 and 12, I want 
to set the scene and remind us all what was going on shortly before 
Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. First, just a short while before 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem, He raises Lazarus from the dead. He 
performs an almost unbelievable miracle. So picture, tens of thousands 
of people are arriving in Jerusalem as a great crowd would gather every 
year to celebrate Passover. Historians believe that the city would grow 
from about 50,000 people to somewhere between 100,000-120,000 
people as a result of the tens of thousands who would make a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. These crowds would have to spread out into the hills and 
countryside surrounding the city and usually spend a week or two in the 
area in preparation for and celebration of Passover. The size of the 
crowd alone would create a lot of extra energy and buzz and electricity. 
It created an environment that was conducive to positive things, 
unexpected things, and very negative things to occur. That is why Rome 
would send extra soldiers to Jerusalem during the Passover celebration, 
to ensure that there weren’t any riots that would break out in the city and 
threaten the relative peace. So, as this mass of people begin arriving in 
the area, I’m sure that many of them begin to hear this amazing story of 



a Rabbi, named Jesus, who has raised Lazarus from the dead. And, some 
of the pilgrims would have been arriving from Galilee and likely would 
have known of Jesus and heard or witnessed the many miracles that He 
had performed in that area. I’m guessing that many, upon hearing the 
story of Lazarus being raised from the dead, wondered, “Could this 
possibly be true? Did this Rabbi, Jesus, really raise someone who had 
been dead and in the tomb for multiple days?” So, according to 
Scripture, a large crowd decided to travel the short distance to Bethany 
to see Jesus, and Lazarus, and find out for themselves if this really was 
true.  
 
Also, shortly after Lazarus was raised from the dead and before Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem, Mary anoints Jesus. She takes an alabaster jar filled 
with a very expensive perfume – pure nard – and pours it all out on 
Jesus. In today’s dollars, a jar like that would have cost tens of 
thousands of dollars – perhaps $30,000-50,000. She anoints Jesus with 
it. She pours it out on Him, covering Him from head to toe. She then 
wipes His feet with her hair. Because she anointed Him in such an 
extravagant and expensive way, I’m confident that word of her actions 
would have also spread throughout the throng of people arriving and 
living in Jerusalem.  
 
So, the crowd is growing, many are going to Bethany and many are 
spreading word of all that Jesus has done and what has happened to 
Him. That is the setting in which we read about Jesus riding into 
Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. I will be reading John 12:9-19. I 
invite you to turn in your Bibles there and follow along as I read. If you 
are able, please stand as I read. 
 
9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 
came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus 
as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to 
Jesus and believing in him. 



12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and 
went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
    see, your king is coming, 
    seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was 
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him 
and that these things had been done to him. 
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the 
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 
Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, 
went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this 
is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” 
You may be seated. This is a passage that we come to year after year 
after year. When we do, we so often focus on the excitement and joy in 
our hearts as we think about thousands of people lining the road, 
throwing down their cloaks, laying down and waving palm branches, 
and praising Jesus with shouts of, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” Rightfully so, we get really excited about that 
and we are blessed to be part of that each and every year – welcoming 
Jesus in the same way and declaring His praises.  
 
And yet, on this day, I believe there were two very distinct groups within 
the crowd that gathered to worship Jesus on that first Palm Sunday. I 
think that these two groups exist in our day, that these two groups exist 
in our church to some degree or another and in churches all throughout 
this country. I believe that one of the things John is trying to do for us in 
this passage is to help us discern the difference between these two 
distinct groups, who are both crying out “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” They are both doing that on that first 



Palm Sunday and yet just a handful of days later, many of them would 
be part of the crowd shouting, “Crucify him!” Only a handful of them 
would be among the group of disciples of Jesus who would remain true 
to Him all the way through and upon whom Jesus would launch the 
Church, which we are all part of today. Therefore, it is really important 
for us to reflect on that and think about these two different crowds. We 
must examine how we associate with Jesus and how we worship Him. 
Do we engage in the pursuit and worship of Jesus on His terms? Or, do 
we pursue a relationship with Him on our own terms? Are we more 
focused on what He wants in a relationship with us, or are we more 
concerned about what we get out of a relationship with Him? 
Let’s look a little more closely at this text. The great crowds that are 
mentioned, first in verse 9 and then again in verse 12, would have been 
thousands and then tens of thousands of people who were in Jerusalem 
or the vicinity of the city to worship God during the Passover festival. 
Most of them would not have been able to find room in the city, so they 
would have camped out in the hills and countryside surrounding the city. 
Picture tens of thousands of people, having heard the amazing stories of 
Jesus’s miracles and raising Lazarus from the dead, knowing that He is 
staying in Bethany, and then hearing that He is about to make His way 
from Bethpage to Jerusalem. Imagine the excitement and buzz that 
rippled through the entire area. They began to gather, line the road, and 
throw down their cloaks and to wave and lay down palm branches 
before Jesus as He made His way to Jerusalem.  
It is important to note that palm branches, in the hundreds of years 
before Palm Sunday, had become a symbol of Jewish nationalism. When 
the temple was rededicated during the Maccabean period, they used 
palm branches as part of their celebration. Then, in their two great wars 
with Rome, the Jewish ‘rebels’ – that’s how the Romans would have 
viewed them – minted coins with a palm branch stamped on them. So, 
when the people are waving and laying down these palm branches in 
front of Jesus, and crying out, “Save us now,” they would have had 
those images and ideas in their minds. They are hoping and believing 
that Jesus really is the Messiah that they have longed for! They have 
heard the stories of His miracles and they are hoping that He will be the 



Messiah who will once and for all do away with the evil, wicked Roman 
oppressors. They are worshiping Him and laying down these palm 
branches, but many of them are doing so with a nationalistic fervor that 
has gripped them. The first two declarations, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord,” come from Psalm 118:25-26. 
When they make those declarations, they are agreeing with the cries of 
the psalmist from hundreds and hundreds of years before. However, 
their third declaration, “Blessed is the king of Israel,” is nowhere to be 
found in that Psalm. I believe that is because, in light of the miracles 
Jesus had performed, their strong desire to have a Messiah who would 
overthrow their evil oppressors, and the fervor that was building among 
the large crowd that was gathering – they were hoping that this day 
would mark the beginning of the political reign of Jesus over Israel and 
soon their wicked oppressors would be vanquished and driven from their 
land. They hoped that Jesus would be the one to restore the nation of 
Israel to prominence and dominance in that part of the world.  
As we move on in the text, we see that Jesus chooses a young donkey to 
ride into Jerusalem on. In light of the political fervor that is building 
around Him, and the desire of most of the crowd to see Jesus ascend to 
the throne as a conquering king, He chooses to ride in on a donkey for a 
couple of specific reasons. First, it fulfills prophecy, and it is so 
important that Jesus did fulfill all the prophetic words in the Old 
Testament about the coming of Messiah. It is also symbolic. When a 
king and a kingdom was on a war footing, after he had conquered and 
defeated his enemies and came riding back into the king’s city, which 
for the Jews was Jerusalem, he would come riding back into the city on a 
war horse to show all people that he was the victorious, conquering king. 
Yet a king who came riding into town on a donkey, was a king arriving 
in a time of peace. So, even though the crowd is whipped up into a 
frenzy of nationalistic fervor – yes, worshiping Jesus, and rightfully so; 
yes, declaring Him King, and rightfully so; yes, asking Jesus to save 
them, and rightfully so – Jesus, by riding in on a young donkey, is 
pushing back against that political, nationalistic fervor, and against the 
desire of the people to make Him king by force so that He could 
overthrow their oppressors. Jesus is declaring, “I come in peace. I do 



come as King, Messiah, and Lord, but I come as one who is here to 
bring peace between God and all nationals, all humankind.” 
We see in this passage something unfolding very similar to what we see 
in John 6:14, 15. There, Jesus had fed the 5,000, and the crowd, having 
experienced that miracle, sought to take Jesus “by force” and “make him 
king.” In that instance, Jesus, sensing what they wanted to do, slipped 
away from the crowd. In the same way, this crowd on Palm Sunday is in 
a frenzy and, once again, intends to make Jesus into the kind of King 
and Messiah that they had been longing for. They wanted Him to ascend 
to the throne and rule and reign over the Kingdom of Israel and turn it 
into a political and military force in the world once again. Yet Jesus, 
here, rides in on a donkey’s colt to boldly declare, “I am here to bring 
peace.”  
You see, God’s desire is to bring peace to His people, Israel, through 
Jesus Christ. And God’s desire is to also bring peace to ALL the people 
and nations of the world through His Son, Jesus! This brings us all the 
way back to John 3:16-17. I love that the Pharisees at the end of this text 
declare, in verse 19, “See this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him.” Let’s be reminded of what Jesus said 
in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.” God sent His one and only son into 
the world and Jesus rides in to Jerusalem to bring peace between God 
and people. Through Jesus Christ and the events that unfold over the 
next several days of Holy Week, through the events of Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday, God makes a way for everyone to be at peace with Him! 
A way for everyone to enter into a life-saving and life-giving 
relationship with Him! A way for everyone to be caught up in the eternal 
love relationship that has always existed between the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit! Jesus came bringing peace and life! Sadly, many on 
this day who had worshiped Jesus and cried out, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord,” would be part of the crowd 
several days later who would shout, “Crucify him!” That’s because Jesus 
was not the Messiah that they wanted Him to be. Jesus did not become 



the earthly king that they wanted Him to become. He was not the one 
who would overthrow the Romans. So, on one day they are worshiping 
Him and crying out to Him for salvation, yet a few days later they are 
shouting, “Crucify him! Kill him! We don’t want anything to do with 
him because He is not the Messiah that we want!”  
I think for us, today, it is really important to think and reflect on the way 
that we worship Jesus and the reasons that we worship Him. We must 
think and reflect on how we approach our relationship with Jesus. We 
must be mindful and aware of ways that we want Jesus to meet our 
every perceived need, wish, and demand. Or, we want Jesus to do “this” 
for us or “that” for us, rather than taking Jesus for who He has revealed 
Himself to be and worshiping Him for who He is. He is the King of 
Kings! He is the Lord of Lords! But some of us want to take Jesus, and 
we want to take the Name of Jesus and the work of Jesus, and we want 
to use Jesus to advance a certain political agenda. Or, we want take Jesus 
and His Name and His power in order to advance a certain social 
agenda. Or, we want to take the blessings that come with being a 
follower of Jesus – the forgiveness, salvation and joy that comes from 
Him – yet we have zero interest or desire to bow our knee and heart in 
reverence to Him.  
Instead of giving ourselves completely to Him and desiring to walk in 
obedience with Him, we want to be able to live our lives and do our own 
thing. Even though on the one hand we may declare that Jesus is Lord, 
that Jesus is King, on the other hand we live as though we are lord and 
king. Or, we make certain pursuits or ways of this world, or other people 
in our lives, lord and king over us. They get to have the position of 
ruling and controlling our thoughts, words, actions, motives, and 
priorities. We may not want to admit any of that, but the truth comes out 
in our day-to-day lives. So, much like the crowd on this day, there were 
very few who were true followers of Jesus Christ. There were very few 
on the first Palm Sunday who were still worshiping Him on Good 
Friday. There were very few who said, “You are my Lord, no matter 
what! You are my King, no matter what! I bow before You. I give 
myself to You. I will worship You, no matter what!” So many turned 



their back on Jesus when He did not fulfill their picture or desire of what 
Messiah was supposed to be.  
So, how about you? Are there ways that you have ‘used’ Jesus? Are 
there ways that you have ‘abused’ Jesus and His Name? Are there ways 
that you have been upset with Jesus because He has not been the kind of 
King or Messiah or Lord that you want Him to be? Have you become 
frustrated with Jesus when He has not fulfilled every wish and dream 
that you have shared with Him? Are you someone who likes certain 
parts of Jesus, but doesn’t like other parts? Do you like some of the 
benefits of claiming Jesus, but have no desire to walk in obedience to 
Him? Are you someone who is quick to turn your back on Jesus when 
He doesn’t meet your expectations?  
My prayer for all of you, and for me and my family, is that we would 
daily surrender our hearts and lives to Jesus Christ! That we would daily 
bow our knee and declare, “Blessed are you, Jesus! We give ourselves 
completely to you! We want to honor you and glorify you and worship 
you! You are King! You are Lord! You are Master! You are in control! 
We don’t want to use You, or abuse You, or turn our backs on You. We 
want to bow to You, love You, and give You our all!” That’s my prayer 
for You and that’s my prayer for me and my family on this Palm 
Sunday. “Hosanna!” Save us, Jesus! Save us! “Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!” Blessed is the 
King of my life and your life! “Hosanna in the highest heavens!” 
Let’s pray. Jesus, we worship you on this Palm Sunday. We are sorry for 
times and ways that we do not worship You, for times and ways that we 
do not obey You, for times and ways that we use or abuse You, for times 
and ways that we use Your Name to try and accomplish our agenda, or 
use prayer as a way to try and get what we want rather than saying, 
“Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Jesus, we confess and repent of our brokenness and sin. We thank you 
that you have clothed us in your own righteousness – that you have 
given us a new identity in you! We thank you that when our Heavenly 
Father looks on us, He sees You! He doesn’t see our brokenness, sin, 
shame or failures – He sees You. Help us to live out of that identity that 



You have given us. And, in doing so, to live a life of complete surrender 
to You! That we, from this day forward, would be 100% committed to 
living in You and with You and for You and by You and through You. 
Holy Spirit, we know that we cannot do any of that on our own. We are 
desperately dependent on You and Your work in us. Help us to be like 
the few, out of the tens of thousands gathered that first Palm Sunday to 
cry out to You and declare Your praises, who truly followed Jesus. Help 
us to grow daily in our love for Him. Help us to live faithfully for Him 
on a moment-by-moment basis. We can’t do that on our own. We 
desperately need You, so please do that work in us and through us. 
Jesus, we thank You for loving us! We love You and thank You for this 
opportunity to worship You! Change us – help us to become more and 
more like You.  
We pray that in this season of ongoing trial and difficulty, that You 
would minister to people all around the world. We pray for the hundreds 
of thousands who are sick right now and for the many doctors and nurses 
who are risking their lives to care for the sick. Have mercy, Jesus! Save 
us! Save them! Work in miraculous ways. Bring an end to this virus. 
Bring an end to the suffering that it has caused, and an end to the ripple 
effect of suffering that is being endured as economies around the world 
shut down and millions of people lose their jobs. Jesus, save us! Save us 
now! We pray that Your church would rise up all over this planet. That 
we would be on the front lines, loving and serving and praying for our 
neighbors in intentional and tangible ways. We pray that Your gospel 
would go forth! That the good news that Jesus has come to save us 
would ripple all throughout this world! May many people come to faith 
in You, Jesus, through the way that we are living and proclaiming Your 
gospel, and through the power and work of Your Holy Spirit! That is our 
prayer. We love you and we pray this in Your Name, Jesus. Amen.  
I bless you in the name of Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, the One who has come to save you and to save me. Have a 
blessed Sunday and a blessed Holy Week! 


