
*NOTE: Due to the unprecedented times we are living through, and the 
comprehensive nature of and response to the crisis unfolding around us, this is a 
very lengthy letter with lots of information! Once again, I have bolded some of the 
key points of information that you can skip to if you do not have a need to read 
some of the reasoning behind the decisions we have made. Please save a copy of 
this for future reference and feel free to forward this to anyone that you think 
would benefit. Thank you for being part of our faith family and taking time to read 
this letter and then engage in ministry in the ways God is calling us to in this 
turbulent season of life and ministry! 
 
Dear First Baptist Family, 

 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” 
    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
no harm will overtake you, 
    no disaster will come near your tent. 
-Psalm 91:1,2,9,10 

 
As promised on Saturday, I am writing to share with you a very important 

update on the plan that we have developed in response to the world pandemic 
that is unfolding around us. As I indicated in that first letter, we as believers in 
Jesus Christ can approach a very uncertain future with great confidence, hope, 
peace, and joy because we worship the Almighty God! We face this great crisis 
together with His help, power, and guidance, recognizing that through it He will 
provide all kinds of wonderful opportunities to worship Him, love and serve one 
another, and bring the love and good news of Jesus Christ to bear on the lives of 
people around us who may be living in fear and without hope. We praise God for 
this incredible opportunity! 
 We truly live in unprecedented times. It was amazing to watch as the 
recommendations and guidelines related to group gatherings dropped from under 
250 on Friday, to under 100 and then under 50 over the weekend, to the President 
announcing on Monday that no more than 10 people should gather together 
during this time. Restrictions like that obviously have a tremendous potential 



impact on all that we do as a church family and, as a result, we have been forced to 
ask questions and make decisions that I never thought I would face as a pastor! 
 The church staff met for over 6.5 hours yesterday to seek the Lord’s will, 
pray, discuss, and develop a plan for how to move forward in ways that glorify 
God, fulfill our mission of “Helping People Know, Love, and Become Like Jesus,” and 
enable us to press into our vision of Seek God and Be Family to those who need 
family. Larry Head, our board moderator, was present for over 3 hours of that 
discussion and then sent a recommended plan to the board for approval. The 
board has approved all of the higher-level decisions below and the staff was then 
tasked with fleshing out the mid-level and low-level implications of this plan. 
 In his communication with the board, Larry wrote the following: 
 

This obviously is a very complicated and perhaps controversial topic with 
strong viewpoints on either side.  We have heard from some members that 
this is not the time close down the church in “fear”, because this is precisely 
the time when people need the church to be open to address people’s fears 
and concerns and needs.  On the other side, there are some strong opinions 
that the loving response is to be civically responsible and support the 
country-wide efforts to halt the spread as our leaders have requested by 
closing the building, and not to do so is acting in an irresponsible and un-
loving manner.  I think both of these are correct answers, and hopefully not 
mutually exclusive. 
 

As Larry noted, we have brothers and sisters in our church family who fall all across 
a broad spectrum in terms of how we, as a church, should respond to this 
pandemic. In order to make the decisions we have made, we have sought the Lord 
in prayer and in His Word and gathered the very best information and insights 
from doctors and other medical professionals within our own church, other area 
pastors and churches, our denominational leadership, online resources from 
churches and pastors all over the country, and governmental and medical leaders 
from the national and state levels. We truly believe the plan below represents 
God’s best for First Baptist and our broader community at this time. If you are one 
who believes we are going too far in the steps we are taking, or not far enough, we 
ask for your grace, prayer, love, and engagement as we seek to move forward in 
unity with God’s Spirit, power, and direction! 
 
Corporate Services, Ministry, and Gatherings 



• Now is the time to go from being a church that prays to a praying church! 
May we, as a church body, come through this crisis with a stronger 
corporate prayer life than we have ever had before. God has spoken, calling 
us to a much deeper dependence on Him through prayer and now He has 
provided a very unique season for us to put His teachings and example into 
practice. Our church, our community, and our world desperately need the 
Body of Christ to be on our knees, seeking His face, and pleading with Him to 
do what only He can do. 

• We will not hold any ministries or gatherings of any kind, including Sunday 
morning worship, Tuesday night CR, and Wednesday night ministries, in the 
First Baptist Church building until further notice. Any group of any size that 
would typically meet in the building is encouraged to be creative in finding 
alternative ways to connect, communicate, build relationships, and seek the 
Lord together. This could include things like: phone calls, letters, setting up a 
Facebook group, Zoom calls, Skype, FaceTime, Marco Polo, etc. We will 
continue to evaluate and make decisions on a week-by-week basis related to 
reopening the building for gatherings and ministry as we move through the 
end of this month and into April. 

• While the church building may be closed, God is calling The Church to rise 
up and be more active by seizing every opportunity He gives us to reach out 
to frightened, lost, and hurting people all around us! YOU are God’s minister 
– every single one of you! The Holy Spirit is inviting you to trust in Him, be 
sensitive to His leading, and respond with the love of Jesus in a wide variety 
of ways and relationships in the days and weeks ahead. Let’s BE the church! 
Let’s BE the hands and feet of Jesus! Remember, God is always at work (John 
5:17), and we are invited to join Him in His work. We are called to “love one 
another” and “love our neighbors,” especially in the midst of hardship and 
crisis. God has blessed each one of us with gifts, talents, resources, passions, 
and relationships and I believe that He wants to leverage all that He has built 
into each one of us “for such a time as this!” I don’t know what God will 
specifically lead each of you to do to love and serve Him, your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and your ‘neighbors’, but I am confident that He has work 
for each of us to be doing in this time and that we will each contribute to a 
great harvest that He will bring in! 

• Congregational Care will continue and must increase in this season of life 
and ministry! We need all of you to be part of our congregational care team! 
We invite you to make at least 1 phone call per day (or text, card, etc.) with 



another brother or sister at First Baptist to check in with them and pray with 
them. Ask them if they need any help. This is especially important for our 
senior adults as many of them have been told not to leave their homes or 
senior living centers. Let’s bless one another by reaching out to each other 
and caring for each other well! The pastoral staff is committed to calling 
every person and family who is part of our church family over the next few 
weeks and we can’t wait to talk and pray with you! If anyone desires a 
personal, 1-on-1 visit, we will gladly provide that as well. Contact the church 
office – 763-689-1173 – to get connected.  

• Community Care will continue and must increase as well! The needs of 
people in our church and community will increase rapidly in the days and 
weeks ahead! I am so blessed to serve as Lead Pastor of a congregation that 
is so incredibly generous to people in need! We will continue to offer 
community care appointments for people in our church and community with 
a wide variety of needs, so please pray for the people, for our staff and 
community care team, and give generously whenever possible to our 
Community Care ministry! You can do so online at: 
http://firstbaptistcambridge.org/give - click on the “Give Online” button, and 
then designate “Community Care Offering” on the next page. Or, you can 
mail a check to: First Baptist Church, 304 Main St. S, Cambridge, MN 55008 – 
and designate “Community Care Fund” in the memo line of your check. If 
you have a need of any kind, please do not hesitate to reach out to a 
member of our staff or community care team so that we can help you! 

• Sunday Services: Messages will be recorded and shared through our website 
(www.firstbaptistcambridge.org), Facebook page, and YouTube AND in print 
by 10am on Sunday mornings. For the first few weeks, these will be 
rudimentary recordings as we have been intentional in not investing in 
technology to stream our services – the simple reason being that the church 
is to gather together for worship, not sit in our individual homes. However, 
in this season and crisis, we will worship together from our homes through 
these sermons. At this time, we will only be recording the sermons and 
encourage all of you to sing some of your favorite hymns and worship songs 
acapella, with your own instruments (kids love this!) with a radio, CD, or 
using YouTube. 

• Children and Youth Staff will send out resources for families to use in family 
worship and Bible study. God’s plan from the very beginning was that the 
family would be the primary discipler of children and this crisis provides a 
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needed and wonderful opportunity for all of us as parents to step more 
firmly into that role. We, as a church, will walk alongside you by providing 
you with resources for doing so. 

• Plans for Holy Week and Easter will be determined at a later point in time. 
We will worship the Lord and celebrate His resurrection with great passion 
on Easter – whether apart or together! If we are still worshipping in our 
homes at that point in time, then, once we are able to gather together 
again, we will most likely choose a different Sunday to worship and 
celebrate our Risen Lord. In fact, the pastors who are part of the ministerial 
in our area have even discussed the possibility of choosing a Sunday for all 
churches in our area to celebrate the Resurrection. 

• “Adopt a buddy”! Pastor Ashley is willing to coordinate and set up 
connections between individuals and families of Fist Baptist for ongoing 
connection throughout this ordeal. If you have interest in having a ‘buddy’ 
(primarily seeking to connect older members of our congregation with 
younger members or families), please contact Pastor Ashley – 
ashleyc@firstbaptistcambridge.org  

• Support the ongoing ministry of First Baptist through persistent prayer and 
generous giving. Both individually and corporately, we need your prayers 
now more than ever! Consider setting aside a certain time each day, or a day 
each week, to pray for our church and church family members. We also 
appreciate your ongoing faithful and generous giving to the Lord! We 
recognize that some of you may be facing a reduction in hours and income, 
or perhaps a loss of job, or other unexpected expenses, so please do not 
take this as an undue weight to bear or source of guilt. I am confident that if 
we all continue to give generously as the Lord leads and enables us to give in 
this time, then all needs will be met and the ministry of First Baptist and our 
missionary partners will continue to flourish despite the challenging 
environment we find ourselves in! Again, to give online (one-time or 
recurring giving options available) please go to 
http://firstbaptistcambridge.org/give - click on the “Give Online” button, and 
then designate “General Fund” on the next page. Or, as always, you can mail 
a check to: First Baptist Church, 304 Main St. S, Cambridge, MN 55008. 

 
Individual Commitment to Growth in Christlikeness and Being Family 

• Please join us in our Daily Bible Reading and Prayer Plan! You can find the 
latest copy, which is booklet 3, here: 
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http://firstbaptistcambridge.org/ministries/prayer It is vital that we all spend 
time daily with the Lord in prayer and in His Word! The great news is that 
now many of us have even more time to do so! 

• Memorize Scripture! There are Bible memory verses suggested in our Daily 
Bible Reading and Prayer Plan. Also, Mary Moline sensed that now might be 
the time for all of us to work to memorize Psalm 91 and I am happy to pass 
that suggestion along! 

• Prayer Walks! If you are able, consider taking a daily or weekly prayer walk 
around your neighborhood or somewhere else in our community and 
praying for the people living in the homes that you walk by! God moves 
through His people’s prayers and these prayer walks could be the spark that 
ignites a revival in our area. Lord, may it be so! 

• Grow as a prayer warrior! I mentioned this in my first communication, but I 
am asking everyone to commit to growing in prayer during this time. The 
Bible and the Holy Spirit are by far the greatest resources for growing in 
prayer – ask the Holy Spirit to help you and read/pray through the many, 
many prayers found throughout Scripture. There are also lots of great 
resources online – one of my favorites being Daniel Henderson’s prayer 
guides found at https://www.strategicrenewal.com/resources/ May prayer 
become like breathing for all of us – necessary for life on a moment-by-
moment basis! 

• Be Family to one another by intentionally connecting with each other every 
day! As previously mentioned, call, text, email, or connect in some other 
way with at least one other brother or sister in Christ each day. This will be 
important for everyone in this time of social distancing, and especially for 
those most isolated in this time – seniors, widows and widowers, singles, 
and people with underlying health conditions. 

• Watch or read the weekly sermon. I normally don’t script my messages, so I 
can’t promise that the written version will be exactly the same as the 
recorded version – so you may want to take in both! (Just kidding about 
doing both!!) 

• Join our new ‘private’ Facebook group to share prayer requests, let others 
know you are praying for them, to post needs, and to offer items or services 
for free to other members of our church! Join the new group at the 
following link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/FBCPrayerNeedsFree/ 
You will need to request to join and then one of our staff will approve you as 
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part of the group. Because this is a private group, anything you post there 
will only be shared with other members of the First Baptist family. 

• On a weekly basis, I or another staff member will send out an email with 
other ideas for you to engage with God and your brothers and sisters in 
Christ through the ongoing ministry of First Baptist Church. This email will 
vary from week-to-week, but will contain updates on future plans, links to 
resources and videos, ways to engage in ministry, Bible passages to study or 
memorize, ideas for prayer, etc. 

• Wednesday’s prayer focus will continue to be produced and shared both in 
print and digitally. If you have a prayer item that you would like to share, 
please contact Becky and give it to her by Tuesday afternoon in order to 
have it included in that week’s Focus. 

• “Be Family” to the community through personal service and ministry! As I 
said before, I don’t know exactly how God will call you to be His ‘hands and 
feet’ and respond lovingly to the needs around you, and I have already 
mentioned quite a few things that you can do as part of our church family, 
but I wanted to prime the pump with a few additional ideas for how YOU 
can minister! When you go shopping, consider purchasing an additional bag 
of food for the Isanti County Food Pantry that we host in our building. Ask an 
elderly neighbor or member of our church if you can do their shopping for 
them. Check with friends and neighbors to see if they have a need that you 
can meet. If you are going to the store, ask your neighbors if they need you 
to pick up anything for them. Prepare a meal for a friend or family in need. 
Offer to spend time listening to and pray with someone who is exhibiting 
anxiety or fear at work, in your neighborhood, or out in the community. 
There are countless ways that we can minister by the love, grace, and power 
of Jesus Christ – let’s do it! 

• RightNow Media- We offer free access to EVERY First Baptist family to 
RightNow Media and it is simple to get an account set up! RightNow Media 
is a Neflix of Bible studies with awesome videos for kids (parents, this can be 
a huge help in this extra time at home with your kiddos!), students, parents, 
married couples, adults, and senior adults by some of the very best teachers 
and preachers in the world! To get signed up, simply email 
beckyf@firstbaptistcambridge.org or cherylm@firstbaptistcambridge.org to 
receive your email invitation. We may even, in the weeks ahead, suggest an 
online Bible study there as something that we can all do ‘together’ on a 
weekly basis!  
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Staff and Office 

• The staff of First Baptist desires to love and serve you exceedingly well in 
this time of crisis! Please feel free to call any of us at any point in time if you 
have any questions, concerns, needs, or praise and prayer items! Our phone 
numbers are: 

o Jared Gustafson – 763-670-6843 
o Dan DeRushia – 763-843-1867 
o Scott Peterson – 714-349-5352 
o Ashley Carlson – 763-670-2273 
o Ryan Johnson – 507-398-2750 
o Sabrina Willette – 763-614-4160 
o Cheryl Morin – 763-370-1012 
o Becky Frank – 612-382-7074 
o Nikki Mickelson – 612-281-1911 
o Scott Iverson – 763-688-0210 

• The church office will be minimally staffed at this time. We are encouraging 
staff members to work remotely whenever possible so call us if you need us 
or would like to meet with us! In many ways, the work of the staff is 
increasing in this time even though much of that work will be done off-site. 

• Staff will return voicemail and/or email as quickly as we can. Please be 
patient and gracious with us if you are not able to reach us right away. We 
are ministering in a variety of different and sometimes brand-new ways, so it 
may take a little while getting used to. 

 
There is so much more that I could say, but that is likely more than enough for 
now. As I mentioned at the beginning, please save this message so that you can 
refer back to it in the days and weeks ahead and share it with others! Now that I’ve 
thoroughly overwhelmed you with information (sorry about that!), I want to close 
with some hope-filled thoughts and prayers: 
-God is infinitely bigger and more powerful than this virus and the crisis it has 
caused! He is sovereign and rules and reigns over all! 
-Nothing that is happening right now has surprised Him! He is at work in the midst 
of this crisis which is creating incredible opportunity for ministry! 
-As His children, nothing – NOTHING – can separate us from Him and His love for 
us! He is always with us! He is always watching over us! He hurts with us and 
comforts us in our hurt! 



-He has been faithful to and powerfully at work in this church family for over 131 
years and will be for generations to come as long as we faithfully seek, love and 
serve Him! 
 
Finally, here is a prayer for our time (not sure of the original source): 
We are confused and afraid 
We feel the weight of the world 
And we aren’t sure how to pray 
 
We have filled our cupboards 
But it has not satisfied our deeper need 
We come to you, God who sees 
And provides manna in the wilderness 
 
For the many who must work, keep them well / Lord, have mercy 
For the little souls who are home, keep them nurtured / Christ, have mercy 
We pray for those who heal and help / Lord, have mercy 
We pray for those who refuse to listen / Christ, have mercy 
 
We thank you for our daily bread 
And pray for tenderness and tenacity 
To dream creative ways to love our neighbors 
And love the children (and seniors – my addition) right in front of us 
Let us see the glory in their eyes 
Help us to find pockets of joy together 
And give us renewed energy for the journey ahead 
Even when the path is unclear 
 
Lord, have mercy / Christ, have mercy 
Amen 
 
Love, 
Pastor Jared on behalf of the First Baptist Church Board and Staff 


