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I want to share an update, especially with those of you who are part of this service, 
the Coleman family has decided to postpone Tom’s service until further notice. As 
the family worked with the funeral home, with our church, and we had 
conversation with some of our health officials, the decision was made that in the 
expectation of a very large service with many people who would like to come and 
be here in person for his service that we are going to delay until a future point in 
time. Continue to pray for the Coleman family. It is, obviously, difficult. Many of 
our families this spring and summer had to delay those memorial services for their 
loved ones. That is not easy. Continue to pray for them. We will share with you as 
soon as we have an update of when Tom’s service will happen. We appreciate 
your prayers for them at this time. 
 
There is a little event happening on Tuesday, as I have been told. A few of you 
have heard about it, apparently. There is a little election that is taking place. I have 
not said a lot in any of my sermons about the election, and this is not going to be 
an election sermon, but I do want to invite you to pray with me and I want to say a 
few brief things. Then we are going to pray for our nation together. 
 

1. Again, God is sovereign. Either we believe that, or we do not. If we believe 
that God is sovereign, then on November 4 or 5 or whenever they have the 
final results, God will still be on the throne. And no matter who is in office in 
local, state, and national places, God will still be on the throne and still be in 
control. So, I hope you will join me in believing that God is sovereign. 
 

2. That brings peace to those who profess faith in Jesus Christ because God’s 
Kingdom will not be overcome by anything that happens over the next few 
days or weeks. God’s Kingdom is expanding. His work, His rule, His reign in 



our lives, in this church, in this community, to the ends of the earth continues 
to expand no matter who holds any of those offices that we will be filling in 
circles for.  
 

Out of curiosity, who many of you have already voted? Look at that! So, most 
of you are saying, “This is old news, Pastor, I already took care of that.” 
 

3. We as followers of Jesus Christ must always filter our politics through our 
faith. So, we use the Holy Spirit, we use the Word of God, we use 
conversation with other godly brothers and sisters to discern how God wants 
us, personally, to vote whenever those opportunities arise. Finally, 
 

4. If we want to see God’s work expand in this community and in our nation,   
we must be people who respond to the teachings of Scripture. This is from    
2 Chronicles 7. God is telling Solomon that there will be days when the 
people of God will wander from Him and all kinds of calamity will fall on the 
people of God because of the sin of the people of God. And this is what God 
says to him, “If my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves, pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then    
I will hear from heaven and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
 

The way that God’s Spirit is going to bring revival to this nation is through the 
people of God humbling ourselves before a holy, mighty, awesome, righteous God, 
seeking his face every single day, and praying that we would be forgiven of our 
sins. That we would grow in righteousness and holiness. And as we receive that 
grace, that mercy, that forgiveness, then we become the kind of perfect vessels 
that pour his love, his Good News, his grace, his power, his mercy to flow into the 
community around us. 
 
So, with that I invite you to join me in prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before you on our knees for this nation. Lord, we 
cry out to you. We see so much of what is happening in the world around us, 
particularly in this nation, and we are confused. At times we are scared, 
overwhelmed, or sad. Sometimes fear begins to creep in and Lord, we give 



that all to you because you are on the throne. You are sovereign. You are the 
Almighty living God, and we know that you desire good for this nation. We 
desire good in the lives of every single person who is an American. We desire 
to bring your love, your mercy, your grace, your life to bare on their lives. 
God, you desire to do that through your people. So, right now we humble 
ourselves before you. We cry out to you, Lord. We seek your face. We pray, 
Lord, that you would forgive us of our sins and help us to turn from our 
wicked ways so that your love and your truth, your Gospel, could flow more 
powerfully through us.  
 
Lord, we do pray for this nation. The events of the next few days are sure to 
be fraught with all kinds of difficulty and struggle and, perhaps, unrest and all 
kinds of people who are up in arms. And Lord, we pray for peace. You are the 
God of peace! We pray that your peace would fall on this nation. And Lord, 
we pray for mercy. We pray for love. We pray for unity in these words, these 
concepts, these truths that seem so impossible in light of what we have 
endured over the last five, six, seven months together. Yet we pray for them 
because we know you can do this.  
 
We pray that, again, we can be a vessel for all of these things to be present in 
the nation in these days. God, we pray that our faith in you would not be 
shaken no matter the outcome of the election. That our confidence in you 
would only grow. That we would recognize that you are the One who places 
every leader on every level in their position of leadership. And we pray for 
our leaders, God. So, we do pause to pray for President Trump and Vice 
President Pence. We pray that God that you would use them. They for sure 
have another 2½ months of leadership of this nation. It may be longer than 
that, Lord, and we pray that they would lead in a God-honoring way, that 
they would bow their knee to you and glorify you as they lead our nation.  
 
And, Lord, we pray for former Vice President Biden and Senator Harris. We 
pray, God, that if they are the ones that you are bringing to lead this nation 
at such a time as this, that they would bow their knee to you, Jesus. That 
they would lead in your way, seeking your good for all people in this nation.  
 



Lord, we pray that you would help us as a church to remain united in these 
days. Not to turn on one another. Not to be divided by the “D” and the “R” 
that we are filling in the circles next to. But to be one church! And as we filter 
our politics and our decisions through our faith, God, your Holy Spirit is going 
to lead us to decisions in these different party offices and elections. So, we 
pray Lord that even in the midst of those decisions that you are leading us to, 
that we would be unified. That we would show the world around us how to 
be unified even when we are seeing and interpreting and understanding 
things differently from one another. 
 
I pray, Lord God, that your Church would shine brightly in these trying, 
difficult, hard days. Lead this nation to you, Jesus. We pray this in your 
powerful, holy name. Amen. 
 

I am really excited for this series that we are beginning. In some ways, it is a 
continuation of the series that we have been in about enjoying God, enjoying 
God’s presence, enjoying his mercy, enjoying his hope. But we are going to shift 
the focus a little bit to: as we enjoy God’s mercy, how does God want us to unleash 
his mercy through us? So, it is going to be a very practical, hands-on “here is how 
we can do this in our day-to-day lives” sermon series. 
 
In invite you to turn in your Bible to Luke 10. We are going to look at two passages 
in Luke 10, so you can keep a finger there even as we turn to Ephesians 4. You can 
follow along as I read. 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
 

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered correctly,” 
Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
 



29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 
 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as 
he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an 
inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who 
fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
We are going to unpack this idea as we are enjoying God’s mercy in all of its 
wonderful, unlimited facets, what does it look like for us to be those who go and 
do likewise? Those who go and share the mercy of Jesus with people in our lives 
on a day-to-day, week-to-week basis? So, what does it mean for us to be a people 
who enjoy and unleash God’s mercy? God’s mercy is endless! Do you believe that 
church? There is always an unending reservoir of mercy that God wants to pour 
through your life and mine; through our lives corporately as we worship him. So, in 
this text, in this story that Jesus tells, it would have been a very shocking story to 
those who were hearing him in that day and in that setting. We see this response 
after Jesus tells this story when he asks them, “Who was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert of the law replied, “The one who 
had mercy on him.” And Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399c


That is not just an invitation to this teacher of the law, but that is an invitation to 
everyone who places their faith in Jesus Christ. For us to be those who go and do 
likewise is to do what the Good Samaritan did in the life of the man who fell into 
the hands of robbers. 
 
Here is a question for you to get you thinking. Is it easy or difficult for you to “Go 
and do likewise,” in sharing the mercy of God with others in your day-to-day life? 
Why is that so? Think about that. I think for many of us there are moments when 
there are people in our lives to whom it is easy and natural to be merciful toward 
because of the work that God has done in us. This is against human nature. It is 
much easier to be the priest and the Levite who pass by on the other side thinking, 
“The guy is pretty much a goner anyway and this would be a huge inconvenience 
to me and cause all kinds of trouble for me. What if the robbers are still on the 
look-out and they jump me?” It is natural, it is normal for human beings to say, “I 
am going to pass by on the other side.” And yet, God through his Holy Spirit can 
form us into the image of Jesus Christ where we have his heart and his priorities 
where we are willing to lay things aside. And probably for most of us, there are 
certain circumstances or certain people with whom it is easy for us to be merciful 
and show the mercy of God with them. Yet, others of us (and for almost all of us) 
there are circumstances or there are people to whom it is difficult for us to go and 
do likewise and be merciful. 
 
Well, I have good news for you. Turn to Ephesians 4. I am going to read verses 1-7 
and skip ahead and read verses 11-13. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 



11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 
So, the good news is this. God has given us a gift. He has given us a whole bunch of 
gifts. But I am focusing in this passage on the gift that God specifically names 
through the apostle Paul. God has given to believers: leaders, teachers, pastors, 
evangelists, prophets, apostles. He has given this group of people to the church so 
that the church will be built up by the equipping of the saints. 
 
You are all saints, whether you recognize that or not. You have Jesus Christ living in 
you by his Holy Spirit. You are a saint, and you are equipped to do this. The “go 
and do likewise” is not something that you have to figure out on your own. It is 
something that you can do by the power of the Holy Spirit working in you and 
through you. And as you join with other believers, learning and growing from the 
pastors, the teachers, the prophets, the evangelists how to do this, you will 
become more successful. How many of us want to be more successful in sharing 
mercy with other people in our lives? I certainly do. Beginning with my family. My 
family would love for me to continue to grow in mercy towards them that God 
wants to unleash into their lives through me as Mandy’s husband and as my boys’ 
dad. 
 
As we grow in these ways, as we are equipped in these ways, the church benefits 
greatly! We will be built up, unified in faith, in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. We 
will become mature as a body of believers attaining to the full measure of the 
fullness of Christ. And the world benefits tremendously. The world is blessed 
incomparably when the church is living in these ways. When God’s mercy and 
hope are being unleashed through your life and mine in these ways, the world is 
drawn to Jesus. That is what the world needs! 
 
Go back to Luke 10. From the parable of the Good Samaritan, and from this text’s 
example that Mary sets for us, we are going to learn one way that we can be part 
of God unleashing his mercy through you and through me. 



Luke 10:38-42 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village 
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a 
sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he 
said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister 
has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 
 

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset 
about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only 
one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from 
her.” 

 
Mary gave Jesus a gift. And Jesus gave Mary a gift. And God wants to give a gift to 
people in your life through you. This gift is a key part in God’s mercy being 
unleashing through you in the lives of people around you and the gift is this. The 
gift of intentional presence. 
 
The reality is that in this scene, in this setting, it was not just three people. Jesus’ 
disciples were somewhere out and about. We do not know if they were in the 
same home or if they were hanging out outside the home, or they had gone into 
town. We are not quite sure exactly where they are. But Jesus’ disciples were 
traveling with him. There was likely also a crowd of people who had heard about 
Jesus and some of his teaching, some of his healing, some of his other miracles, 
and they were likely abuzz in the city. Yet in the midst of that commotion, 
distractions, busyness, and Martha was caught up in all the preparations to 
prepare a great meal for Jesus, Mary and Jesus gave one another the gift of 
intentional presence. That is a rare gift in our day. That is an incredibly rare gift in 
our day.  
 
And the first step for us becoming the people that God wants to unleash his mercy 
through in the lives of other people is for us to learn how to be intentionally 
present with those that God wants to unleash his mercy in through you and 
through me. So, how can be grow in that? 
 



Well, there are a handful of things that I am going to share with you through this 
text. Obviously through life experience and other passages of Scripture, but the 
first thing is: 
 

1. Practice Intentional Presence with Jesus Daily 
In order for us to be conduits or vessels through whom the mercy of God 
flows through to the lives of other people, we have to be receiving his mercy. 
We have to be enjoying his mercy. So, to spend time with Jesus every single 
day is a key piece in allowing his mercy to flow through us.  
 
Mary demonstrates that for us. She is at the feet of Jesus. She is listening to 
him. She is being present with him. And I would argue that one of the 
clearest signs of your love for Jesus. It is easy for us to say, “I love Jesus!” And 
yet it is much more difficult to look at our daytimer and to back up at times 
that statement of “I love Jesus” with the reality of how we spend our time on 
a day-to-day basis. Do you spend intentional time with Jesus every day? 
 
Now, I preach often that all of our time is time spent with Jesus. And that is 
very true. And yet, do you seek him out in his Word and in prayer? Are you 
engaged in a daily Bible reading and prayer plan, whether it is the one that 
we offer or some other one? Are you sitting at the feet of Jesus so that you 
can receive his mercy and his mercy can better flow through you? 
 

Ellyn Sanna said this, “When you are right with God on the inside, 
that ‘rightness’ will express itself on the outside. Loving with 
integrity comes easily when it flows from your heart.” 

 
2. Pray for God’s Direction and People You Will See 

If you have that quiet time with the Lord in the morning, you can do this as 
part of that. If you do not, I would invite you to pray a simple prayer in the 
morning when you wake up. 
 

“Lord, there are people today that I will walk across their path who 
need your mercy and your hope. Help me to be aware of them and 
to respond to the opportunities that come. Lord, help me to be 



ready today to be a vessel for your mercy to flow into the life of 
someone else. Guide me. Direct me. Help me to recognize and to see 
them with my eyes. To hear them with my ears. To sense them with 
my heart.”  

 
3. Be Sensitive to People Who Need God’s Presence 

Here is the cool thing. Many times, we as Christians have this concern that 
“Well, if I see someone hurting or in need or suffering, or I see a difficult 
situation, I am hesitant to step into those environments and into those 
peoples’ lives because I do not know what to say. I am not a trained 
psychologist or psychiatrist. I am not someone who has a counselling 
background. I am not someone who can settle disputes quickly and easily. I 
am not a lawyer. I do not know what to do in that situation.” But you bring 
with you the very presence of the living God! You bring with you everywhere 
you go the presence of the living God. And God can do the miraculous 
through you if you will just make yourself available to him.  
 
If you are sensing the Holy Spirit’s leading in your life, I believe there will be 
people on a regular basis. I cannot say for sure that it will be every day. 
Sometimes it will be 4-5 days in a row and then it may go a couple of weeks 
or a month and you will not have anyone. Then the next month you will have 
15 people over the course of that month that God wants you to be present to 
so he can unleash his mercy in their life. So, be sensitive to that. Be willing to 
step out in faith and courage knowing that God can minister through you. 
 

4. Ask Permission, If Needed 
You have people in your life whom you have a close enough relationship with 
that you can offer your intentional presence/ministry with that you do not 
need to ask permission. And there are people that you do not know very 
well. There are people out in the community that God might lead you to 
minister to, and it is good in those situations if you do not know them very 
well to say, “Would you mind if I just sat with you? I noticed that you are sad, 
and I wonder if you would just like someone to be near you. I noticed that 
there is some hard stuff going on here. Would you like help in any way? I 
would just like to be available and help you if you need some help.” Just ask 



that permission so that we are not venturing in somewhere that is going to 
do harm instead of good in that person’s life. To allow them to have the 
freedom to say, “Yeah, come sit with me.” Or to say, “You know what, I just 
need some time alone right now. But thank you for asking me.” Or maybe 
they will not respond so lovingly and say, “Are you crazy? Get out of here.” 
We do not know how people will respond. But we step out in faith and 
courage and trust that God will use that act of love and service in a way that 
glorifies him. 
 

5. Eliminate Distractions 
Now, we as men in particular (I am speaking to all the guys in here) have a lot 
of things that easily distract us when it comes to being truly present with 
other people. I am going to throw a little slide on the screen here (Green Bay 
Packers vs Minnesota Vikings football game picture). Guys, is that a potential 
distraction? Yes! That could be a distraction. However, that also could be an 
aid to the ministry of presence. And knowing the difference is really 
important.  
 
In the Gustafson household, here is how it works. Mandy knows full well that 
when this game is on in just a few short hours, the five men in the house are 
completely engaged and completely unavailable in terms of being present 
with her in any meaningful way. That is just reality. Now, there are times 
where by the power of the Holy Spirit and a clear act of God I will sense that 
my wife needs something or that we need to have a conversation, or 
whatever, and by his divine power I am able to break free from the game for 
a few moments to say, “What do you need, honey? How can I help.” That is 
rare, and that is an act of God, but in the midst of that kind of relationship, 
the game is a distraction to me. 
 
However, men, for you to be present with another man who is struggling or 
sad or going through difficult times, it might be you saying, “Hey, let’s watch 
the game together this Sunday.” You would not say, “Let’s be present with 
each other.” You would not use that terminology with your guy friends, but 
that is the concept. “Hey, come over to my place! I am going to grill and have 
great food available. Let’s just watch the game together.” That is a ministry 



to be present with that friend in that way. And who knows, maybe in the 
midst of the game, after the Packers are trouncing the Vikings, you will turn it 
off and have some really good conversation. 
 
Women, I am not a woman. So, I have noticed that for women this ministry 
of presence comes a lot more naturally to you. That is a good thing. Take 
advantage of that. Be patient with us guys for whom this does not come so 
naturally.  
 
Another thing (and this is true of all of us), our phones are one of the 
greatest distractions in any of our lives. So many of us who, whenever we 
have a few free moments, our eyes are down and our thumbs are going and 
we are looking at our phone or some other screen rather than having some 
margin of quiet uninterrupted moments so that the Spirit could speak to you 
and give you clear direction in terms of that there is someone who needs 
your presence and needs some love from you. I am not saying that the phone 
in and of itself is evil but be aware that this can be a great distraction from 
what God wants you to do through you and through me. 
 

6. Quiet your Heart and Mind 
The reality is this. Even when we turn off the television and we put the phone 
on silent and we block all of that stuff out, it is still in those moments hard to 
shut off our minds. It is hard to shut off our hearts because there are big 
things going on in the world and in our lives, in our kids’ and grandkids’ lives, 
at work, in the community that we live in. But by God’s grace and the work of 
the Holy Spirit, if you ask “Lord, in this moment quiet those thoughts, quiet 
those feelings so I can be present with the person who needs your mercy.” 
God will answer that prayer. It is a discipline. You will learn how to do that 
better over time, but God can help you get there. 
 

7. Be Present 
Again, for guys often times this will be out on a boat, or when you are out 
hunting, or you are bowling or watching the game. It is okay to be doing 
activities together. That tends to be a better and easier setting than two guys 
just sitting across the table from one another. There is nothing wrong with 



that and if that is how God has wired you, that is great. Take advantage of 
that.  
 
Ladies, there are all kinds of ways that you can be present with one another. 
But God wants to unleash his mercy through you through the ministry of 
presence. 
 

Over the next four weeks we are going to add to these ways that God wants to 
unleash his mercy through us. There is a booklet that we put together last year 
called, “Being an Encourager.” This is a great guide for growing in these ways and 
walking them out. In addition to that, the class that Scott is teaching starting right 
after this service, Set the P.A.C.E., is a powerful way to grow in this arena. I 
strongly encourage you to do one or the other, or both in order to grow in the 
ways that God wants us to. 
 

Jesus, we declare that you are the living God. And because you live, we live 
through you and we desire to be vessels of your mercy, your life, your love, 
your grace to flow through in the lives of other people. Lord, help us to learn 
how to be present with those who need a touch from you, who need time 
with you, who need your presence, your love, and your mercy. We pray that 
you would do that in us. Help us to put these steps into practice and glorify 
you in doing so. We pray this in your holy, matchless, powerful name. Amen. 
 

Be blessed in Jesus’ name and share his mercy with others. 
 


