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Announcements from Pastor Jared 
We are so glad that you are here to join us for worship on this second Sunday of 
Advent. Our worship service will begin in a few moments. But there are a few 
announcements I would like to share with you as we prepare to worship the Lord 
together. 
 
The first big announcement is that for Christmas Eve we are very excited to offer 
three online worship services. At 1pm and 4pm, we will have online Contemporary 
worship services. We would love to have you join us for those. And at 2:30pm on 
Christmas Eve, we will have an online Traditional worship service. We would love 
to have you join us for one or more of those services. You can certainly invite 
friends and family members to tune in online and join us for those worship 
services as well.  
 
I also want to update you again on Angel Tree, a ministry where we provide gifts 
for families who have a parent or both parents who are in jail or in prison. As of 
last Sunday, when we sent out the information, we had 126 kids that we were 
responsible for. By Thursday, we only had 56 of those kids who are left. I am not 
sure what that number is this morning, but we do have some of those kids left. We 
would love to have you sign up. If you have any questions or need a little help in 
how to do that this year, please contact Tanya Siedlecki or the church office, and 
we will answer your questions and make sure you get a chance to support our 
Angel Tree kids. 
 
As I said, our service is now about to begin. We are so glad that you are here to 
worship with us. And thank you for celebrating and anticipating the birth of Jesus 
Christ with us all Advent season. 



Advent Reading by the Ryan Nelson family 
The second Sunday of Advent signifies peace and reminds us that Jesus came to 
bring peace and God’s favor to mankind. We will spend the next seven days this 
week of Advent concentrating on and rediscovering God’s peace. In a world that 
seems to be filled with anxiety, conflict, and uncertainty more than peace, allow 
God to be your peace. Whatever circumstances you are facing, let the peace of 
Christ be your comfort, rest, and refuge. 
 

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

Luke 2:13-15 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels 
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
 

John 16:33 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” 

 
Message from Pastor Dan 
Good morning, it is so good to be worshiping with all of you this morning in your 
homes! My name is Dan DeRushia, I am the pastor of worship and music at First 
Baptist, and this morning I have the privilege of sharing the second message in the 
Advent season on peace. This theme of peace certainly is timely this year isn’t it? 
In fact, I feel that way about the whole advent season. The word advent means 
“coming” or “arrival.” It is a season to be reminded that the birth of a child more 
than 2000 years ago fulfilled the anticipated promises of God over thousands of 
years, and hundreds of prophetic voices. That same birth laid the foundation for all 
hope, all peace, all joy, and all love from that day forward.  



We need advent this year, maybe more than any year I can remember. We need to 
be reminded of our source of hope in the midst of uncertainty. We need to 
increase our capacity for Joy even in our discouragements. We need to grow in 
love especially when we have differences. And, as I will be unpacking more this 
morning, we… need… peace… in our struggles. And let me tell you, as we get ready 
to turn the page on 2020, the struggle is real. I do not know about you, but I 
definitely need peace. 
 
Now, let me start by telling you that the first time I sat down to try to write this 
message I honestly do not know what I was thinking. Andrea and I have 4 kids. A 
2nd grader, 3rd grader, 4th grader and 6th grader. All four of whom are currently 
doing school entirely from a distance. Do not get me wrong, I think that teachers in 
Cambridge and Isanti have done a truly admirable job of educating our kids during 
this impossible season. And let’s be honest, distance learning can be really hard. It 
is not hard because anyone did anything wrong. It is hard because, it is hard. 
Distance learning in our house anyway, is going as well as can be expected, and 
yet, it is just not easy on anyone. It is not easy on me, it is not easy on Andrea, it is 
not easy on teachers, and it is not easy on our kids. It can be really hard. 
 
Well, on Monday of this past week I was home with the kids keeping them moving 
along in their distance learning bundles, and low and behold I found that the 
house had gone quiet. I checked in on everyone, and they were all working 
independently on their schoolwork, and making what seemed like good progress 
without any help from me. I took this as a sign that this was exactly the right time 
to open my laptop and start writing my sermon for today. 
 
I could not have been more wrong. No sooner had I written the words “good 
morning, it is so good to be worshipping with all of you” …. Then I heard 3 
practically simultaneous voices beckoning “DAD!!!” From that point forward, I was 
“Dad-ed” approximately 500 more times before lunch. In fact, when Andrea 
arrived home from work that afternoon, my laptop was still open with the cursor 
still blinking next to the words “good morning, it is so good to be worshipping with 
all of you” …. 
 
I had to laugh to myself as I was reflecting on the fact that this is how the writing 
of a sermon about peace began. I do not know if it is simple irony, or if God just 



wanted me to have a good illustration to start out with this morning, but either 
way, that really is how this sermon creation process began. 
 
Luckily, I had a bit more peace later on in the week and was able to craft a 
message that was more than one sentence long. Before I begin sharing that 
message with you today though, I would like to invite you to pray with me. 
 

Heavenly Father, you are our peace. You are good. We lean on your 
goodness. We trust your goodness. We do not always understand what is 
happening in the world around us, yet even in the midst of our lack of 
understanding, we can have peace in you. I pray this morning that you would 
communicate that. I pray that if there is anything at all that is being said this 
morning that is not of you, that it would fall away. I pray that everything that 
is of you would come through into our hearts this morning in powerful ways. 
We love you. We thank you for sharing your Word with us and we pray that 
as we look more deeply in your Word, that you would use it to transform us 
and to bring us peace. We pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Each week, during our rediscover Christmas advent series we are focusing on a 
different attribute of God represented in the coming of Jesus: hope, peace, joy, 
and love. I am so glad you are here today with us online to rediscover peace. 
 
When I think of peace embodied in the Christmas story, I cannot help but think of 
the shepherds. They were the unlikely recipients of God’s message of peace. I 
cannot imagine what it must have been like the night of Jesus’ birth to hear the 
message from the angels, to see the heavenly hosts filling the sky proclaiming 
Jesus’ birth. What a sight it must have been. Before we turn to the passage from 
Luke 2 that describes this scene, lets listen as one of the shepherds shares in his 
own words what it was like that night so long ago. 
 
Watch this drama with me: 
 

One Shepherd’s Account 





 
Can you imagine?! Let us read Luke’s account about this story: 
 

Luke 2:8-20 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they 
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 



concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 
This is like God’s birth announcement to the world. Suddenly in the middle of a 
dark and ordinary night in the Bethlehem countryside, one angel appears in the 
sky and is then joined by a sky full of angels. The New Living Translation calls them 
“the armies of heaven,” and it is hard to imagine just how magnificent and bright 
and terrifying and glorious a sight this must have been. 
 
And then there is the sound. All together these incredible angels are praising God, 
possibly singing, and declaring glory to God in heaven and peace on earth to 
humanity. 
 
I have to believe that peace was not the initial response of the shepherds. Did they 
feel confused? Maybe. This seemed to come out of nowhere. Were they 
awestruck?  Probably. A single angel, we are told elsewhere in scripture was 
enough to cause even the strongest, bravest people to fall to their knees. Were 
they terrified?  Absolutely. Not only was there an angel, but a full army of angels 
all shouting with one voice “Glory to God”. This must have been the single scariest 
thing that had ever happened to these shepherds. And yet, in the midst of that 
scene. The angels declare peace. 
 
Think about that. Apply that to right now. What is happening in front of you may 
be scary, hard, frustrating, or worrying. It is also possible that it is not any of those 
things, we will talk more about that in a minute. Regardless of what emotion you 
may be experiencing right now, the angel’s song remains: “Glory to God, and 
Peace to you!” 
 
But “Why shepherds? Why these completely unexpecting and unassuming night 
shift working animal tenders?” Maybe it is because the shepherds actually tie 
many biblical threads together. 
 



First, the shepherds remind us that the first leaders of Israel, the Patriarchs, were 
shepherds and nomadic animal tenders. Abraham was the original recipient of 
God’s covenant that God would bless all nations of the world. And this promise 
was carried on through Abraham’s ancestors Isaac, Jacob, and beyond. David, 
Israel’s greatest king, was first a shepherd as well. 
 
Shepherds were nothing special though, so they fit right into this process of 
introducing God’s Messiah: a humble carpenter and a peasant girl as parents for 
the Son of God, a birth in a lowly stable surrounded by animals, rough and rugged 
shepherds out in the fields. These were examples of God raising and using the 
humble and turning the world as we know it on its head. 
 
These shepherds also signify Jesus’s future ministry and teaching. Sheep might be 
silly animals, but they were very special animals in Jewish culture. The Passover 
lamb was the sacrifice an ancient Jew would make during the most important 
holiday every year. Its blood was the atonement for a person’s sins, the cost that 
had to be paid to restore a person to God.  
 
You and I know that Jesus was entering our world to fulfill His identity as the Lamb 
of God who came to take away the sin of the world as testified by John the Baptist 
in John 1:29. He was the ultimate sacrifice and payment for our sins. His death did 
away with the need for these sacrificial lambs. His resurrection made it possible for 
us to be fully restored in our relationship with God. His life made it possible to 
experience true peace. 
 
It is probably partly for all of these reasons that God sent His angelic messengers 
to announce the birth of His Son to shepherds. It certainly reminds us that God’s 
favor is not based on human standards. His favor is on all those who humbly 
acknowledge their brokenness and accept the gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love 
that Jesus brings. Peace is not based on class or position or occupation but on 
God’s purpose and design to bring good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 
 
Before we talk more about peace, I want to take a minute at this point to address 
anxiousness. The kind of anxiety I am talking about is not clinical anxiety which is a 
very real struggle for many people and often requires counseling and possibly 



medication to manage. If you are concerned that you may be dealing with clinical 
anxiety, please hear me. Help is available. There are dozens of gifted counselors 
who are trained in how to assess and treat clinical anxiety. Seeking help is exactly 
the right thing to do. 
 
The type of anxiety I am talking about here is not that type. What I am talking is 
something that more and more of us are likely experiencing currently as a result of 
what has been happening in the world around us. We find ourselves chasing 
solutions in the midst of constantly changing scenarios and circumstances.  
 
I recently had an opportunity to listen to a short talk on this topic by Leonce 
Crump Jr. who presented at the Right Now Media Conference online about a 
month ago. I would love to share some of his ideas with all of you because I 
thought that his presentation of a biblical perspective on anxiety was powerful. 
 
He said, “We are navigating a collective cultural anxiousness.” 
 
This collective cultural anxiousness that we are all navigating currently is the worry 
that arises from finding the end of our self-sufficiency. It is an anxiousness borne 
of not being in control and either not knowing, or not trusting the One who is.  
 
The only cure for this type of anxiousness is complete trust in the ONE who is in 
control. You do not HAVE to be anxious about anything when you trust God with 
everything. 
 

Philippians 4:6-8 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
I realize that it can be minimizing and painful to hear a pastor seemingly tell you: 
“Oh, you are feeling anxious, just pray about it.” And that is not what I am trying to 
say. But I am telling you that I believe this book. I believe the apostle Paul when he 
says instead of being anxious, bring your stuff, whatever you are feeling, thinking, 
troubled by, whatever your stuff is, bring it to God in prayer. 



Here is the deal. Many of us have experienced the communal trauma of 2020. I do 
not say that lightly. 2020 has been traumatic for many of us in different ways, but 
traumatic none the less. 
 
Initially, in that last statement, I said that we ALL have experienced the communal 
trauma of 2020. But then I began talking to some people close to me about it and I 
realized that it is not accurate to make a blanket statement that we ALL have 
experienced this trauma. The truth is that many of us have experienced this 
communal trauma, and it has significantly increased the collective anxiousness of 
our culture. However, it is important that we all also realize there are people who 
have not necessarily experienced this season as traumatic. 
 
In fact, there are some of you who may hear all this talk about how hard COVID 
has been, or how difficult distance learning or lockdowns, or isolation is, and in 
your minds you are going, “There must be something wrong with me because I am 
just not feeling that way.”  If that is you, let me say, its okay if you are not feeling 
anxious or traumatized by 2020.  
 
There are many around you who are feeling that way, but you are not odd or 
wrong or strange for not experiencing this year as negatively as others have. If that 
is you, I want you to hear me when I say, I am glad. I am glad that you are not 
experiencing increasing anxiousness right now. I also want you to know that while 
you may not be feeling that way currently, you may begin to feel that way at some 
future point. And even if you do not begin to feel that way, and I hope that you do 
not, you are most certainly going to interact with someone who is feeling that 
way. So, will you commit to taking the next several minutes to pray for those who 
are struggling right now, and also, please consider this message as a tool to add to 
your tool box when you are seeking to help and love those you encounter. You can 
also consider this message a hope filled reminder that the source of the peace you 
are experiencing is Jesus.  
 
And, with all that being said. If you are one who is experiencing increased 
anxiousness right now, I want to ask you a pretty pointed question. In all honesty, 
have you actually taken how you are feeling about your present circumstances to 
God? Have you actually taken your fear, your frustration, your worry, your 
weariness, your confusion, your discontentment, your anxiousness to God? 



Before I asked you these questions, I had to honestly wrestle with them myself, 
and the hard truth for me was that I had not. I had prayed about COVID 19. I had 
prayed about Distance Learning. I had prayed about the isolation I have felt, or the 
isolation my family has felt. But as I was preparing this message, what I realized is 
that I had not come to Jesus, Emmanuel, the God who is and always will be with us 
and said, “Lord I’m worried about the harm this social isolation may be having on 
myself and my wife and kids.” “God I am frustrated that I have to be a teacher to 
my kiddos and I honestly have no idea what I am doing.” “Jesus, I am afraid that 
someone I love will get very sick or even die of COVID.” “Emmanuel, 2020 has 
been really hard, and I am just plain tired.” “God, I am anxious right now because I 
feel completely out of control of so much, help me.” Before about 4 or 5 days ago, 
I had just not done that. 
 
Now listen, Leonce Crump Jr. would say, and I would agree, that a calling to prayer 
is not flippant or taking lightly the pain of the circumstances you are in. It is not 
failing to acknowledge the complexity of the moment. When seen rightly, when 
done rightly, prayer is grounding. “Prayer is the passionate integration of human 
hopes and fears into the redemptive work of God.” 
 
We tell God that because of who He is, we know He is our sufficiency. We can trust 
Him with our fear, our frustration, our worry, our weariness, our confusion, our 
discontentment, and our anxiousness because He is God, and we are not. 
 
The result of this surrendering our nonfunctional self-sufficiency is the peace of 
God. The Peace that the angels proclaimed to the shepherds. The peace of God is 
not the absence of chaos. The peace of God is His presence through the chaos. 
 
Ephesians 2:14 says “For He Himself (Jesus) is our peace.” 
 
Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection gives us eternal life, forgiveness of sins, 
righteousness, YES. AND never forget what the angels said, “…and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.” The birth, life, death, and resurrection gives us 
peace, right here, right now. 
 
 
 



1. Peace comes in the midst of our storms 
So, with all that in mind, let me ask you, how is your Christmas season going 
in 2020? How does your Christmas season typically go? 
 
If we are honest, we might choose words like busy, hectic, or frantic to 
describe our lives this time of year—or maybe all year round. Maybe this 
year it is frustration, disappointment, relational conflict, pressure at work, a 
lost job, illness. You name it. We have plenty of options to choose from this 
year! 
 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, is here when the storms of life threaten our 
peace. He is here with us when it feels like we are being torn apart by the 
winds of our struggles.  
 
After all, this is where the Christ child is born. This is where the angels show 
up. In the middle of Israel’s dark night of Roman oppression and centuries of 
suffering and wondering, “Where is God?” In the middle of a world turned 
upside down for a young Jewish couple who have found themselves at the 
center of cosmic events—while at the same time trying to navigate the 
normal life realities of paying their dues by traveling by foot across the 
country to be counted by the government. And having to experience 
childbirth for the first time far from home. And then being first-time parents, 
not only with the joys and wonder and fear and responsibility of having their 
first child, but God’s Son at that! 
 
In all of these circumstances, in all of these struggles—this is where God 
showed up. And this is where God continues to show up for us. In our pain. In 
our fears. In our confusion. In our grief. In our loss. In our uncertainty. 
 
I do not know every hardship you are facing today. But God does. He is there, 
bringing peace to calm your heart, peace that defies your circumstances. 
 

2. Peace defies our circumstances 
“That’s great for you to say. It sounds nice,” you might be thinking. “But you 
don’t know how much it hurts.” No, I am sorry, I do not. I can only imagine 
how awful it is, and I can only agree with how unfair it is. But let me 



encourage you that there is a peace that is deeper, there is a peace that 
defies your circumstances. 
 
No, in the face of all you are feeling and all you have gone through, God’s 
peace just does not make sense—but it is real. And it is healing. And it can 
guard your heart from continuing wounds. And it can protect your mind from 
the onslaught of anxiousness. 
 
Let’s look again at what the apostle Paul said. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Let me encourage each of you today, no matter what you are facing, this 
process begins with us turning to God, bringing our hurts and questions and 
doubts and whys and needs to Him. As Paul says it, “In every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 
  
I do not pretend to fully understand it, but the power of prayer creates this 
experience of peace as our perspective changes and finds an understanding 
that God is with us, no matter what. And an acknowledgment and 
acceptance that He has got this, He can be trusted, He is enough. 
 

3. Peace is a person 
It all comes back to a person. Peace is a person. Peace is Jesus. Remember, 
Paul says in Ephesians 2:14, “For He Himself is our peace.” 
 
And long before His arrival on earth, the prophet Isaiah called Jesus the 
Prince of Peace. 
 
 



Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and forever. 

 
This child that is born, this Son that is given to us, brings the power and rule 
of His peace into our lives. He is the bringer of peace between us and God, 
the sacrificial lamb, the giver of life. He is the embodiment of the Peace of 
God, wholeness, that we find in relationship with Him. 
  
Jesus is the God who has come to be with us, and He offers us this invitation 
in this Advent season and always: 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light. 

 
Is that not an offer of peace? Let’s let those words wash over us. 

 
And now as we conclude our time together today, let us look at five things to 
either start doing or stop doing to increase peace and decrease anxiousness this 
advent season and always. 
 

1. Pray 
 Simple prayers are just fine. Start your day with prayer. Remember to take 

whatever you are feeling to Jesus who is our peace. Perhaps end your 
prayers by simply saying something like “Jesus, I receive your peace today.”  
or “Jesus fill me with Your peace today.” 

 
 



2. Stop consuming the news cycle 
Let us be honest, anyone would feel more anxiousness inside of themselves 
by scrolling through the top stories on any given day in 2020. So, stop. 
 

3. Start consuming scripture 
Our bible reading and prayer plan along with the advent reading guide would 
be perfect if you need a suggestion. But rather than consuming the news or 
Facebook, instead, consume scripture. 
 

4. Stop dwelling on all you cannot control 
There is a lot, and it will feel overwhelming, so stop dwelling on it. You 
cannot control it anyway, so what good does it do to occupy all your 
emotional energy naming that fact. 
 

5. Start dwelling on all that God does control 
This ties back to consuming scripture. Be reminded every day of who God is. 
He is our peace. Dwell on that. 

 
What if this advent season, when the entire world is either grasping for control or 
crumbling under the weight of anxiousness, we, as followers of Christ, showed a 
better way? What if we were honest about the gnawing feelings of anxiousness 
but also courageously rejoicing in all that the Lord provides? 
  
2020 has given us plenty of opportunity to show a better way. Anxiousness is 
crouching at our door, but Jesus’ peace has already overcome. May we reflect this 
posture of peace in the midst of the very real struggles of this present time to the 
world around us. 
  
And may Jesus be your peace this week, guarding your soul with peace, filling your 
spirit with the wholeness of the peace of God, and ruling as the Prince of Peace in 
your heart. 
  
Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, overflow us with your peace. We need you to push back the 
anxiousness that is so present in our world today. We need you to fill us to 
overflowing with your peace. Help us to respond to the call to come to you 
when we are weary and heavy-burdened to seek the rest that you offer, 



Jesus. And then help us to bring that peace and that rest into our circles of 
influence – to our families, to our interactions with our friends, with our co-
workers. Lord, help us to be a source of peace to the world around us as we 
rely on you, Jesus, who is our peace. We pray this in your precious name. 
Amen. 

 
I would like to offer a benediction from 2 Thessalonians 3:16. 
 

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 
way.  

 
God bless you. Thank you for joining us online this week and we will see you online 
again next Sunday. Have a great week! 


