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Merry Christmas! We are so glad that you are here to worship with us. It is going 
to be a beautiful Christmas Eve service and we are thankful that you are joining us 
online. If you do live in the area, are you are not someone who has a church 
family, a church home, we would be blessed and honored if you would join us for 
worship on Sundays and grow in your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ with 
us.  
 
As we continue in our time of worship, let us enjoy the music the Sonja Schlueter 
will be playing for us on her French horn as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom establishing and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

 
Advent Reading – Schlueter Family 
The fifth and final candle of Advent represents Jesus Christ. This candle 
signifies the ultimate reason for our Christmas journey – the baby Jesus, 
God’s only Son, the Savior of the world. Jesus is truly the reason for and the 
meaning of Christmas, and He is the source of all the gifts we have 
discovered on this Advent journey – hope, love, joy, and peace. Celebrate the 
birth of Jesus! The waiting is almost over, the Messiah is coming. And even as 
we celebrate His arrival in our world, our anticipation grows – and we 



continue to live and longing and expectation for His second coming when His 
work will be complete, and all the earth will be restored. Yet even now on 
the eve of Jesus’ birth, we rejoice. Christ has come! He will come again! 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 

John 16:33 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 

Ephesians 3:17b-19 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love 
that surpass knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. 

 
If you have any little children with you and it helps them to keep awake and 
engaged by keeping track of the “Words of the Day” because it is Christmas, in 
addition to any name of God that I use, you can have them keep track of the word 
“Christmas.” As the Schlueters read a few moments ago, throughout this Advent 
season we have been rediscovering Christmas. In the midst of the chaos and 
craziness, challenges, and trials of 2020, we have been reminded of and 
rediscovered so much of what Christmas is all about. And ultimately, Christmas is 
about Jesus Christ. So, this evening, we are going to rediscover Jesus Christ 
together. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we are so thankful that we are at Christmas. We have been looking 
forward to and longing for this day to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Father, we thank you that you sent your one and only Son out of your great 
love for each one of us. And Jesus, you came! You took on flesh. You were 



born to a young unwed mother at that time. You were born to a young dad. 
You were born in a very humble way. And you came into this world to bring 
life to all who would believe and trust in you. We celebrate you this 
Christmas. We pray that as we seek you in the Word, that you, Holy Spirit, 
would transform us, fill us, and help us to become more like our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ as we focus in on him. And we pray this in the matchless 
and holy name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
You can open your Bible to Matthew 1. I am going to invite you to stand, wherever 
you are, as I read this first text – this Christmas story. 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their 
marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

You may be seated. 
 
I do not know for you, but for me I have been looking forward to and longing to 
read and hear those words on this Christmas far more than I have any other 
Christmas that I can remember. Now, perhaps when I was a little kid, and I was 
eager and excited about the gifts that my parents and grandparents had purchased 
for me I was more excited. But I do not think so. And I can say with certainty that 
my motives are a whole lot purer this time around than they would have been 



when I was a little child. And I am sure that many of you feel the exact same way. 
You have been looking forward to, longing for this opportunity to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  
 
Many of us are also looking forward to next week’s celebration as we turn the 
calendar. As we leave 2020 behind us. Many of us have been longing for that day. 
This has been a very trying, difficult, challenging year in all of our lives to different 
degrees and capacities. But we all have been suffering and we are all eager to put 
2020 in the rearview mirror. 
 
But before we do that, and as we focus in on Jesus at Christmas, there are some 
really important lessons for us to learn. One of those lessons for me is to recognize 
in this year just how frail we are as human beings. We are frail in our health. That 
could be your physical health, your mental health, your emotional health. We are 
very frail and many of us have experienced trials and hardship in those areas of 
life. We are frail in our relationships. Some of us have experienced significant 
difficulty and challenge in relationships with co-workers, friends. Families that 
have been torn apart in this year. Marriages that are struggling right now.  
 
We are frail in our decision making. I am sure, if most of you are like me, you have 
gone back and forth throughout this 10-month journey through the pandemic. 
One day confident that this is how you should respond, and this is what you should 
do, this these are the people that you should spend time with. And the next day 
feeling the exact opposite of that.  
 
We are frail in our employment and our finances. And some of us have lost jobs 
and we struggle to make ends meet. We are frail in so many ways. That has been 
something that has be reinforced in my mind this year. 
 
We are also frail as a people. Our systems are fragile and so many of them have 
broken down in our hour of great need over the course of this year. Governments 
have struggled to know how to respond. And local, state, and national 
governments often times do not agree with one another and struggle to respond 
in an appropriate way. Our economy has fallen apart. And that has happened 
around the world over the past year. 
 



Our healthcare. Our scientists are at war with one another. The society and culture 
around us have experienced all kinds of grief and hardship, pain, and loss. So many 
of these systems that many people in our world tend to count on for stability and 
to get us through times of trial have been frail and broken down. 
 
Well, if 2020 has taught us anything as people, as nations around the world, it is 
that we need a Savior! We need a Savior. We need someone much bigger than all 
of these problems. Someone who is greater than all the governments of the world 
and that is one of the things that we learn through the Christmas story. Jesus is 
Messiah. Jesus is the fulfillment of God from the Old Testament that he would one 
day send a Savior, send Messiah who is also Lord over all who rules and reigns as 
we sung earlier in this service. What good news to celebrate on this Christmas! 
 
Another key lesson of 2020 is how much we need and depend on people. We 
depend on close relationships. We depend on people who have been in close 
proximity with us. This year with social distancing and smaller gatherings, and 
sometimes no gatherings at all, we have been taught and learned in a new way 
how much we need one another. And the good news is that even in those 
moments when we have not been able to be with family or friends in the ways 
that we desire and in the ways that we need, we know at Christmas that God is 
always with us! Jesus is Emmanuel – God with us!  
 
There has never been a moment over this past year, if you are walking with Jesus, 
if you have placed your faith in him, there has never been a moment this past year 
where you have been alone. That does not mean that there are times where we 
feel alone or struggle with loneliness and isolation and all that that can bring on. 
Yet Jesus has been with you. He IS Emmanuel and we worship him as such this 
Christmas. And because Jesus is Messiah, and Jesus is Emmanuel, there are so 
many gifts that we receive from him moment by moment, and day by day. That is 
what we have been studying over the course of the past month together. 
 
Let us be reminded of some of those great gifts that God gives us through Jesus 
Christ. 
 

1) Jesus is our Hope 
The world has been desperate for hope in these days. And anything and 
anyone that people hope in apart from our loving, perfect, holy God at some 



point in time has broken down and failed them over the past year. But Jesus 
is our hope. Jesus said to his disciples in John 16:33, “I have told you these 
things so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
The name of Jesus, the presence of Jesus, the love of Jesus is so much greater 
than any trial you or I, our world is facing right now. Jesus has overcome the 
world. Listen to what the apostle Paul says in Romans 15:13, “May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” If you receive the gift of 
Jesus’ presence into your life, you have a source of sure hope. This is not 
wishful thinking. This is not ignoring and just blocking out the things that are 
going on around you, this is clinging to the one who is a sure foundation for 
all of life no matter what life brings our way. Jesus is our hope. 
 

2) Jesus is our Peace 
Those previous passages of Scripture alluded to this. In fact, all of the 
Scriptures that were read here tonight and that I will be sharing with you 
contain two or more of these gifts, these themes, these realities of what it 
means to worship Jesus as Messiah and as Emmanuel. 
 
In Luke 2:10-14 we read about the angels saying to the shepherds, 

 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 
The apostle Paul in Philippians 4:4-7 speaks about Jesus being our peace in 
this way: 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious 



about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
The peace of God that we receive through Jesus Christ guards us, protects us, 
and helps us to endure whatever life brings our way. Jesus is not only our 
hope, and our peace, Jesus is our unending source of true joy. 
 

3) Jesus is our Unending Source of True Joy 
Listen to what the apostle Peter wrote in one of his letters: 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds 
of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of 
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, 
you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
As we talked just a couple of weeks ago, this joy does not necessarily always 
produce the emotions of happiness that we tend to associate with joy. 
Although it so often does for followers of Jesus Christ. But even in trials, even 
in difficulties, even in circumstances like 2020 has brought our way, we can 
have joy. We can choose joy because the source of all joy in the entire 
universe lives in you by the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to his 
disciples, 



John 15:9-13 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 
joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 

 
That verse segues into the next thing that is a gift of ours because of who 
Jesus is and what he has done.  
 

4) Jesus if Perfect and Eternal Love 
Jesus has perfect and eternal love for you and for me – for everyone on      
the face of this planet – and Jesus Christ IS perfect and eternal love. In John 
3:16-17 (probably the most famous verse – John 3:16 – in the Bible) we read 
this: 
 

John 3:16-17 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 

1 John 4:7-10 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one 
and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 
The people of God – those who have received the gift of Christmas, Jesus 
Christ, Messiah, Emmanuel – we are people who are marked by love. We are 
marked by the amazing, perfect, unending love of our heavenly Father, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of our Holy Spirit. For you and for me, we are marked 



by love because we love others generously. We go out of our way following 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit to reach out with the love of Christ every 
opportunity that we get. 
 
Jesus is Messiah. Jesus is Emmanuel. Jesus is our hope, our peace, our 
unending source of true joy. He is perfect and eternal love, and Jesus is the 
greatest gift that anyone has ever received. 
 

5) Jesus is the Greatest Gift Anyone Has Ever Received 
Jesus is the gift of Christmas. That is why so many of us have looked forward 
to and longed for this day because we get to, once again, celebrate that Jesus 
has given himself to you and to me. Jesus entered this world, took on flesh, 
walked in our shoes, experienced all the highs and lows that being a human 
being brings with it. All of the trials and traumas that you have endured, 
Jesus in some way has endured. And he has given himself to us. In Romans 5 
Paul writes this: 
 

Romans 5:1-8 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but 
we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 
has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 

 
Jesus is Emmanuel. Jesus is Messiah. Jesus is all of these gifts wrapped up 
into one perfect being.  
 



Do you know Jesus this Christmas? Have you received this amazing gift into your 
heart and life? And if your answer to that is “Yes, I committed my life to Christ. I 
repented of my sins and received his forgiveness and salvation.” Praise the Lord! 
Hallelujah! Receive more of him today. Jesus is an eternal God. There is always 
more of him that you can receive into your life. There are always more ways that 
you can honor and glorify and live for him.  
 
And if you have not made that decision to receive him and his gift of salvation into 
your life, may this Christmas be the year that you cry out to him and say, “Jesus, I 
need you. Jesus, save me. Jesus, help me to live life with you and for you and 
through you.” Jesus will answer that prayer and you will receive the greatest gift 
that you could ever receive! Christ has come. Christ is here among us. Christ will 
come again! 

 
Let us pray together. 
 

We thank you for this amazing gift, Lord. We recognize that apart from you, 
we would all be left in suffering, in shame, in sin, in darkness, and in death. 
Apart from you, we have no life. So, we thank you, Jesus, that you came. We 
want to receive you in all of your fullness, in all your glory, in all your beauty, 
in all your wonder. So, we celebrate you and worship you this Christmas.  
 
We thank you for this opportunity to rediscover who you are. To commit 
ourselves to you anew. Maybe for the first time tonight, some will be placing 
their faith in you. We thank you that you come to each one of us who cries 
out to you. You save us and deliver us and come to live with us forever and 
ever. We worship you, Jesus, as Messiah and Emmanuel. Thank you for 
coming at Christmas! We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 
One of the other titles of Jesus, one of the other realities of Jesus is that Jesus is 
the light of the world. In John’s account of Jesus entering humanity, entering 
taking on flesh, he gives that title to Jesus. If you have candles at home that you 
are going to either light or turn on, now would be the time to do that. We are 
going to sing one of our favorite songs together as we worship Jesus, the Light of 
the World. No matter how dark things get out in the world, no matter how dark 
things seem in our lives, nothing can ever put out the light of Jesus Christ. Nothing 



can ever put out his light in you and me as we trust in him. Let us worship him 
together. 
 
Normally, this would be the time in the service where I would invite you to keep 
your candles lit and raise them up for one more moment, look around the room 
and see the beauty and power of the light. I just want to give you a moment of 
quiet right now. If you have a candle, look at that candle and think of Jesus Christ. 
If you do not, you can look at the ones that we have up here on stage. But just 
reflect on the love of Jesus Christ as you do. (You may extinguish your candle.) 
 
It has been such a joy to worship with you on this Christmas Eve. I wish we could 
all be together in one big room so that we could give each other hugs, encourage 
one another, and bless each other. That is what we need. But know that we are 
doing that from a distance. We love you. We continue to pray for you. We are 
honored that we are part of the same church family and that we get to continue to 
worship Jesus Christ and celebrate his birth every day of the year. 
 
Riches blessing from our Lord and Savior on you and on your family as you 
continue to celebrate Christmas. We love you. We look forward to worshiping with 
you again. Merry Christmas! 


