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Helping people know, love, and become like Jesus. 

 

Examine the Scriptures 
 

“Now the Bereans were of more noble character 

than the Thessalonians, for they received the 

message with great eagerness and examined the 

Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was 

true” (Acts 17:11).  

 

An Inductive Approach in Studying the Bible 
 

This booklet’s purpose is to help you in better 

understanding and applying Scripture. As we study 

the Bible and wrestle with its meaning, our prayer is 

that we let the Word speak to us as God builds us in 

our faith, in our love, and in our witness. 

 

Keep in mind First Baptist’s Discipleship directive: 

 

• Discipleship at First Baptist is the 

commitment to building up faith in God and 

His Word in people who then seek to love 

and encourage others and bear witness of 

God’s love to them. 

 

• Disciples at First Baptist are faith-filled 

people with loving lifestyles who bring a 

winsome witness to the world. 
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Begin your study prayerfully & with prayer: “When 

the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 

the truth” (John 16:13a); “Open my eyes that I may 

see wonderful things in your law (Psalms 119:18).  

 
 

4 Basic Steps: 
 

Step 1 - Observation: What DOES the text 

specifically say? When we seek to find the truth of a 

passage based only on what Scripture says, we are 

using solid Exegesis which will produce accurate 

answers. Do not read into the text any of your own 

pre-conceived ideas, thoughts, or opinions of its 

meanings (which is Eisegesis). To help in the 

Observation step, project yourself into the life-

situation of the passage so that you are participating 

in the ideas and emotions of the writer, the first 

hearers, &/or the persons involved in the narrative; 

live, think, and feel the biblical “situation-in-life.” 

A question to memorize: “What does the Bible 

say?”  

 

Step 2 – Interpretation: What DID the text 

originally mean to the first hearers? Following the 

principles of solid Hermeneutics (faithfully taking 

the original intent and timeless principle into the 

present; this overlaps with Application) will tell us 

what people in the past understood the text to mean. 

Remember, the Holy Spirit—through the Biblical 

writers—intended the text to be understood; 

furthermore, there is only one correct interpretation 

of any passage of Scripture, but many Applications.  
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You can avoid careless interpretation by avoiding 

the three ever-present dangers… 

 

a. Misinterpretation: This is the result of 

ascribing the wrong meaning to a word, a 

passage, or a book.   

b. Superinterpretation: This is extravagance in 

ascribing more to a passage than the Holy 

Spirit intended.  

c. Subinterpretation: This is not 

understanding the full meaning of a passage 

of Scripture as the Holy Spirit intended.  

 

 

These three errors are best avoided by observing the 

following rules: 

 

1. Historical Rule: “Scripture cannot mean what 

it never meant.” The more we know of the 

historical and cultural background, the better we 

will understand the meaning of any passage of 

Scripture.  

 

2. Natural Rule/Principle of Simplicity: “Unless 

the Word is clearly to be understood figuratively 

or symbolically, take it in its ordinary physical 

meaning.” Stated another way, “When the plain 

sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek 

no other sense, unless the context determines 

otherwise or if it contains an axiomatic truth” 

(taken for granted). 
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3. Harmonious Rule: “The Holy Spirit does not 

contradict Himself.” There may be apparent 

contradictions, but no real contradictions when 

passages are properly understood in the “whole 

counsel of God.” The key is to … 

 

a. “Let Scripture interpret Scripture”: When a 

passage is unclear in meaning, 1st) let the 

Bible explain itself as to what the writer’s 

first hearers would have understood him to 

have meant in their particular time and 

culture; then, 2nd) let more clear passages of 

Scripture interpret less clear passages of 

Scripture (i.e. compare the word, phrase, or 

concept with other occurrences in the Bible). 

 

• Ask “What’s the context?” First determine 

what is happening in the passage’s context. 

Then determine how the word in question is 

used in the same paragraph, chapter, then 

book; then how it is used in other books by 

the same writer, in all the other books in the 

same Testament, & lastly in the entire Bible. 

 

• The Bible records a “Progressive 

Revelation.” The Old Testament (OT) is 

incomplete and preparatory as it is fulfilled 

and complete in the New Testament (NT). 

So interpret the “shadow” of the OT in the 

“Son-light” of the NT. Why? The promises 

and prophecies of the OT can only be fully 

understood in the light of their fulfillment in 

the NT – see 2 Cor. 3:12-18 & Lk 24:44-49. 
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Step 3 - Application: "Do not fool yourselves 

by just listening to the Word.  Instead, put it into 

practice."  James 1:22 
 

1) What DOES the text mean today? Then, by 

extension, 2) what DOES the text mean to the 

reader’s personal life, relationships, and society? 

 

In the grace of God & leading of the Spirit, 

Application will occur when… 

 

a. the reader first understands what a passage says 

(Observation); 

b. then understands what the passage meant 

(Interpretation); then the reader  

c. focuses on the truth of God’s Word in all faith,  

humility, and submission to God’s will; then he 

d. lets the text master and shape him so he knows 

how to live from what was read, and               

e. is motivated to respond and put into practice  

the Biblical teaching, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, in moving toward Christ-likeness.  

 

Ask God to lead you in bridging the gap between the 

past and the present, the conceptual and the 

practical, and what seems to be irrelevant into 

personal relevancy. 

 

So we don’t just read the Word. We let it also read 

us, because “the Word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 

even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” 

(Heb. 4:12). 
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The following questions are helpful in interrogating 

the text (i.e. asking the right questions) for personal 

& meaningful application… 

 

What is God’s will in the passage? Join Him!  

Ask, “How does this passage affect my faith, love, 

 and/or witness?” 

Is there any sin to confess & repent of? This is a 

 key question for heart transformation as the 

 Spirit God takes the Word of God and 

 transforms the child of God. 

Is there any command to obey? 

Is there any new truth to grasp? 

Is there an error in my thinking to be  corrected? 

Is there any example to follow or avoid? 

Is there any promise God is prompting me to claim? 

Is there any prayer to pray?  

Is this a passage to reflect/meditate upon? (KEY) 

Pray through the passage, “chew on the 

words,” and seek God’s revelation regarding 

personal application; (try journaling).  

Is this a passage to commit to memory?  

Ask, “How does this passage strengthen my faith?” 

Is there an issue for further study? 

Finally, ask “If I truly took this passage seriously, 

 what does God require me to believe & do?” 

 

Step 4 – Proclamation: How WILL the truth of 

this passage be shared in personal conversation, in 

teaching, or in preaching (Homiletics)? Pray for 

opportunities to share with others what God is doing 

in your life and to be an Encourager in someone’s 

spiritual journey. 
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SUMMARY 

 

1st Ask:  What did the passage say to the original 

hearers?                                   “What should I see?” 

 

2nd ask: 

What is the 

underlying 

timeless 

principle? 

“What’s 

the key?”  

                                                  

“What’s  

that to  

me?” 

 

3rd ask:  Where or how could I apply that principle 

in my life?                                      “How can I be?” 

 

Brainstorm actions with others in applying how you 

will live out the timeless principle in life with 

others. Then write a sentence in your spiritual 

journal that describes actions you will personally 

take to apply the truth. Four marks of relevant and 

useful applications are that they are personal, 

practical, possible, and provable. 

 

 

A shorter study approach using the S.O.S. Method: 
 

SAY – What the Bible declares and not my opinion 

OBEY – Seek to believe and do the will of God 

SHARE – Be ready to speak truth to others 

THEN NOW

Interpretation Implication Personalization

Timeless Principles

The Application Bridge
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Bonus – How to Improve Your Listening 
“She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at 

the Lord’s feet, listening to His word”                          

(Luke 10:39). 
 

1.  Be ready and eager to hear God.  (Jesus) "He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear!"  (Luke 8:8).  

 

2.  Deal with attitudes that prevent hearing God 

(see Luke 8:4-15) "Consider carefully how you 

listen ..." (Luke 8:18).  

  -  A Closed Mind:  Is fear, pride or bitterness 

preventing me from hearing God? 

 -  A Superficial Mind:  Am I really serious about 

wanting to hear God speak? 

  -  A Preoccupied Mind:  Am I too busy and 

concerned with other things to concentrate on what 

God has to say? 

 

3.  Confess any sin in your life. “... Get rid of all 

moral filth and humbly accept the Word..."  (James 

1:21). 

 

4.  Take notes on what you hear. “We must pay 

more careful attention to what we've heard, so that 

we do not drift away!” (Heb. 2:1). 

 

5.  Act on what you hear!  

“Whoever … does not simply listen and then forget, 

but puts it into practice – that person will be blessed 

in what he does” (James 1:25). 


