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Good morning! It is a joy to be worshiping with you this morning. We thank you for 
being here. We thank you for joining us online. If you are a guest, we want to 
extend a special welcome to you! 
 
We want to take a moment every year near Veteran’s Day (either the Sunday 
before or the Sunday after) to thank those who have served our Lord and served 
our country in the Armed Forces. So, if you are here this morning or online and you 
have served, please stand so that we can take a moment to thank you for your 
service. (applause) Thank you for your sacrifice. We are praying for you and so 
thankful for brothers and sisters who are currently serving the Lord and our nation 
in the Armed Forces. We have many who are connected to this church family who 
are currently serving, so keep them in your prayers as well. 
 
I do want to share a wonderful update that yesterday, in partnership with the 
Salvation Army, there were nearly 200 turkeys that were given away to families in 
need. Pray for the families who received those turkeys that they would have a 
blessed Thanksgiving. And many of those same families, plus some additional 
families will be coming this next Saturday to our Mercy and Hope Drive-in. There is 
more information about this on our website, but we would love to have you 
participate with us/partner with us in one of three ways. 1) All of us are hopefully 
praying for this day and praying that God would draw exactly who He wants to be 
here. That God would provide the resources necessary. This is a big outreach into 
our community. 2) You can give towards this project. You can do that through a 
check and write “Local Outreach” in the memo line. Or if you go online to our 
website under the GIVE tab, in the drop-down menu there is a “Local Outreach” 



option you can select. You can give in those ways. 3) You can serve. We still have 
quite a few spots left available for you to serve on Saturday morning and we would 
love to have you do that with us. This is a replacement for our typical BECAUSE 
outreach in the fall. Literally hundreds of you have served as part of BECAUSE and 
you will be blessed on Saturday if you come and are part of this Mercy and Hope 
Drive-In. There are different slots at different times during the day. The main time 
that we will be blessing the families with gifts and a time of prayer is from 9:30am 
– 11:45am. But we can use people earlier than that, and for clean up afterwards. 
We would love to have you come join us. Sign up. There will be an email coming 
out tomorrow with those sign-up service options for you. If you are not on our 
email list, contact the church office. Otherwise, look for that email tomorrow. 
 
Our Thanksgiving Eve service is coming up. Again, we would love you to participate 
by sharing songs that you would love to have us sing. You can let Pastor Dan know 
that. Or if you are watching online, you can share with us in the Comments section 
songs that you would love to have us sing. And, even more important, we would 
love to have your story. A word of thanksgiving. Something that God has done to 
bless you, encourage you, help you in this year of difficulty. You can let staff know 
if you would like to share something. You can write it out. You can call and share 
with us over the phone and we will write it down. You can videotape yourself with 
your cell phone and send that to Pastor Dan. But we need to get all of those 
submissions early this week so that we are prepared to share them once 
Thanksgiving Eve rolls around. Especially if you are going to do a video. That is 
something we need sooner rather than later so that we can get that all put 
together for the service.  
 
The Thanksgiving Eve service will be a purely online service and you are going to 
hear more about that in a moment because Larry Head is here. He is our board 
moderator, and he is here to share a little bit more about the decision that was 
made by the board early this past week to more our services for the time being 
completely online. So, thank you, Larry, for sharing. 
 

Good morning! I am Larry Head, and I am the church moderator. The board 
met this past Tuesday and had a long discussion on what the church’s 
response should be to the exponential growth in the Covid-19 infection rate 



that is going on right now. Through a lot of discussion and prayer we did 
come to the conclusion that the most loving thing we can do right now for 
our community and for our congregation is to suspend in-person worship 
services at least for the time being until we can see what is going on with the 
infection rate and it comes back under control. I know there are some folks 
who are not happy with this decision. And on the flip side, I know that there 
are some folks that are not happy that we waited this long to make this 
decision.  
 
My hope and prayer is that as a church congregation, even if we have 
disagreeing opinions on this topic that we have the grace to understand that 
this is a complex issue and we need to be moving through this together as a 
church and as a community. There were a number of factors that really 
swayed the decision that we made. Right now, Isanti County and the 
surrounding area that is going through an explosion in infection rates. If you 
look at what has happened in the last two weeks, 40 percent of all infections 
that have happened in this area have happened in the last two weeks. Our 
hospital right now is basically at capacity. And several doctors that we 
consulted within our church congregation have indicated that this is really as 
serious as it has ever been.  
 
So, the board wrestled with the question, “Should First Baptist Church be 
part of the solution working with our community trying to get this under 
control? Or should we not?” Again, the decision that the board came up with 
was that the most loving thing we could do with our community and with our 
congregation is to suspend in-person services. Starting next Sunday, all 
services will be online. We also will not be having Sunday morning Sunday 
school. All other activities within the church will be maintained the way it 
currently is. 
 
I think an important thing to remember in a time like this, is that even though 
the walls of the church are not necessarily open, our mission to help people 
know, love, and become like Jesus is not changed. We just need to find 
different ways to do that other than within the church walls. So, I ask you to 



find a way to reach out to others and help them to grow to be like Jesus. 
Thank you. 
 

Thank you, Larry, and thank you board. These are difficult decisions to wrestle 
through and I am so thankful for your leadership and the board’s leadership. It is 
okay to be sad about this decision. I am sad about this decision. And I am in 100 
percent agreement with the decision that the board made because ultimately, we 
want to be about helping people in this community, loving, blessing, serving 
people in this community. Taking care of one another well. And in light of the fact 
that on Friday that out of the 1,060 some cases that we have had in our area over 
8½ months, 480 some have happened in the last two weeks. So that gives you an 
idea just how much it is spreading in our community. 
 
We look forward to worshiping with all of you online on Sunday mornings. And we 
are going to continue to monitor this. As soon as we discern that it is safe to have 
services once again in person, we will joyfully welcome anyone who is ready and 
desiring to worship in-person back into our building on Sunday mornings. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, we do pray that you would give us unity in the midst of difficult, 
traumatic, challenging days. And in a season like this there are so many 
things that the enemy wants to use to pull us apart, to divide us, to get us to 
line up on different sides of an issue or a decision. We pray, Lord, for your 
peace and your unity, your love, and your joy. That even if we see things 
differently or believe that a different decision should have been made, that 
we be united by you, Jesus Christ, to carry out the mission that you have 
given us of helping people know, love, and become like you. And seeking 
you, God, so that we can become increasingly like Christ and be family to 
people who are desperate for love and family in these days. We pray these 
things in your holy name. Amen. 

 

Just to reiterate something that Larry said, and then add one other piece of 
information, all of the other groups, ministries, things that are happening 
throughout the week on different days – for the time being those will all continue 
as scheduled. That includes our children’s, junior high, senior high, and some of 



our small groups, men’s groups, and women’s Bible studies that meet here, prayer 
times. If you have any questions, you can connect with the leader of your group or 
ministry.  
 
Also, I want to let you know that the services will stay at the same time. So, the 
traditional worship service will continue to be live at 8:45am, and the 
contemporary worship service will continue to be live at 10:45am. Obviously, you 
can watch any time after the services are live. But we would love to have you join 
us if at all possible when the service is happening online. And if you are someone 
who does not have good access to high speed internet, Cheryl every single week 
transcribes the message, and we send that out to about 80 people who do not 
have access to the internet. So, if you are not getting that in the mail and you 
would like that because it is difficult for you to engage online, let us know, let 
Cheryl know, and we will make sure you get on that mailing list because it is a way 
for you to engage with us in worship if you are not able to join us online for the 
next several weeks. We do not know exactly how long our services will be only 
online, but we are praying that it will be shorter rather than longer. 
 
We have been in this series where we have been talking about what does it mean 
for us to enjoy, and as we enjoy God’s mercy to then unleash God’s mercy. God 
has limitless mercy, bottomless mercy that He wants to pour into the hearts and 
lives of people who are desperate for mercy in these days. And He does so much 
of that work through His church. He does so much of that work through you and 
through me. So, the point of this series has really been to encourage you, to train 
you, to equip you, to inspire you to be part of God’s mercy being unleashed in the 
lives of people in your life. Whether they be family members, church family 
members, friends, neighbors, relatives. Those who live in this community that you 
might meet because God brings them into your life. How can we be part of 
unleashing God’s mercy in their life? 
 
This morning we are going to talk about praying for people. Courageously praying 
for people. How can God unleash His mercy through us as we courageously pray 
for others? 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 



Jesus, we thank you for the incredible example that you set for us in prayer. 
In the ways that you spoke to and prayed over so many people, and the ways 
that you taught us to pray. The ways that you took time to get away with 
your Father in silence, often times in the middle of the night to pray. We 
want to be like you, Jesus, and we want to be part of your teaching. We want 
to be part of your movement of mercy being unleashed in people’s lives 
through prayer. So, we pray that you would teach us at this time. Help us to 
grow as your disciples. We ask these things in your name. Amen. 

 
In the last couple of weeks, we have talked about how God can unleash His mercy 
through us.  
 

1) Simply by being present with people in the midst of their lives, in the midst of 
the trials and difficulty, the pain, the suffering, whatever it is that they are 
going through. God can unleash His mercy because his Holy Spirit lives in you. 
And simply by being present with someone, the Spirit of God can move.  
 

2) We added to that last Sunday, as we are present, God can unleash His mercy 
as we listen really well to other people. As we give them our undivided 
attention, as we listen to heaven as we are listening to the person who is 
seated across the table or room from us. So, we want to be present and 
listening.  
 

3) And as we do that (I kind of ended my message last Sunday with this point 
that we are going to expand on.) we also get an opportunity to pray for 
people. 

 

We want to be present. We want to listen. And we want to pray. This is one of 
those arenas that we all can grow in. I think that if I were to do a survey of our 
congregation and get 400 responses back, and the survey was on a scale from 1-10 
where is your prayer life at, most of us would probably say, “Uh, I am a 4; maybe I 
am a 6.” Maybe some of us would say, “I have really grown a lot and I am a 7 or an 
8.” But I doubt that anyone would say, “My prayer life is a 10! I have arrived. I have 
got it all figured out.” We all recognize that this praying piece is something that we 
need to grow in. 
 



Last fall, I preached an entire sermon series on prayer. That is available on our 
website if you would like to go back and listen to that. I think it was six messages 
on prayer from the idea of the disciples asking Jesus, “Teach us to pray.” So, we 
covered a lot of different reasons why we should pray, and ways that we can pray, 
the blessing of prayer, and the ways that God uses it. Some of what I am going to 
say this morning is a repeat of what I shared last fall. I am guessing that if you are 
like me, my prayer life has maybe been impacted and grown a little bit over this 
past year, but I still have a long ways to go in terms of having a prayer life that God 
desires me to have. I am excited that we once again get to dive into this and learn 
and grow together. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 6. This is our main text for the morning, but there 
is a bunch of other ones that we are going to briefly cover as well. I am going to 
read verses 10-18. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the 
full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the Lord’s people. 

 

I think it is likely true for all of us that the past eight months of life in this nation 
and around the world has been for us quite the journey. And we have recognized 
that the kingdom of darkness, the kingdom of evil is on the move. I believe that 



the kingdom of darkness that is spoken about in this passage, that Satan and his 
kingdom, are always on the move. Always seeking to steal, kill, and destroy. 
Always seeking to bring division. Always seeking death. And yet, I think the 
kingdom of darkness is far more up front about the ways that the Kingdom of 
Light, the Kingdom of our Heavenly Father, is being attacked in these days. The 
Kingdom of God is under attack in major ways, so we must be people who engage 
in that spiritual battle. That is one of the reasons why Paul writes this. We need to 
put on the armor of God and wield that armor in this spiritual battle that we are 
engaging in. AND he puts an exclamation point on how we are to engage in this 
battle in verse 18 when he says, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 
the Lord’s people.” We are to be a people of prayer. You and I desperately need to 
be a people of prayer in ALL days, and especially in these days. 
 
I am going to briefly go through some of the reasons why we ought to 
courageously pray because the reality is this. Again, if you are like me, you are 
someone who has been working on your prayer life and growing in your prayer life 
over the course of your lifetime, or many years at least. And yet, sometimes that 
growth and that emphasis on prayer gets sidetracked, or other things seem more 
important, or we get into a rut. So, sometimes we need to be reminded here is 
why we pray. Here is why we need to be a people who are not only present and 
listening, but unleashing God’s mercy through prayer. 
 

1. To Demonstrate Your Faith in God, His Love, His Power 
The #1 reason why we courageously pray for others, and pray in any way, is 
to demonstrate our faith in God. Demonstrate our faith in His love. Our faith 
in His power. Many of us this morning would say we believe in God. And 
often times I will remind you that it is really good, really important to believe 
in Jesus Christ. Through faith in Jesus Christ we receive forgiveness and 
salvation. That is super important. And yet, do we believe God?  
 
It is one thing to believe in God. But do we believe what God’s Word has to 
say about all kinds of different things in life. And one of the things that is 
emphasized over and over again from the Old Testament to New is that God 
hears and responds to the prayers of His people. And that we as His people 



need to be a people of prayer. So, do we believe in God? Do we have faith in 
God? Do we believe in His love and His power that is unleashed through 
prayer? 
 
Now I did not go through the Bible to figure out exactly what percentage. But 
if you were to go from cover to cover, Old Testament to New Testament, if 
you were to look at the Scriptures as a whole, every time God acts in a 
miraculous powerful way He is glorified and His work is accomplished. And 
nearly every time God acts in a miraculous powerful way, preceding that 
action of God is a conversation with a person. Nearly every time! Read your 
Bible. Nearly every time that God shows up in power and does something 
transcendent – something only God can do – there is a conversation with a 
person or a group of people that precedes that act of God. Isn’t that 
amazing?! God invites us into His work through prayer. He invites us to 
demonstrate our faith in Him and His love and His power as we come before 
him and courageously pray for others. 
 
In Luke 11:9-13, Jesus says this: 
 

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone 
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your 
son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks 
for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him!” 

 

So, we ask. We ask God to move and act. We ask God for more of himself. 
That leads into the second point. 
 

2. To Deepen in Your Love Relationship with God. 
We courageously seek others in prayer to deepen our love relationship with 
God. Now, anyone who has invested significantly in a deep and meaningful 
prayer life with the Lord will tell you this. In my life: 
 



• More prayer equals more peace 

• More prayer equals more joy 

• More prayer equals more love 

• More prayer equals more hope 

• More prayer equals more blessing 
 

The reason for that is as we come before God in prayer, we get more of Him. 
We get more of Him and He is the source of all of those things. So, we 
demonstrate our love for the Lord and our desire to grow in our love 
relationship with Him, to deepen in that relationship with Him, when we 
spend time in prayer. So, when you seek God on behalf of someone else, you 
are blessed. You are asking for God’s work, God’s blessing, His peace, His 
power to be on display in that person’s life, but you get blessed. You get 
more of God. You get more of that love relationship with Him. 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Paul writes this, “Rejoice always, pray continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
Do you want to know what God’s will for your life is? Rejoice always. Pray 
continually. Give thanks in all circumstances. And the only way to live that 
way, the only way to do those things is to be intimately connected. To 
deepen your love relationship with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. That is the 
only way that we can live this out. For God’s Spirit to be in control of us 
because of that connection, that love, that relationship we have with Him. 
 

3. To Be Like Jesus 
In my years here at First Baptist, I have preached a whole bunch of messages 
on John 17. It is one of my favorite passages in the entire Scriptures because 
in that passage we see the heart of Jesus for you and for me as He prays for 
his disciples. As He prays for the world. As He prays for those who would 
come after his first disciples – you and I who place our faith in Jesus Christ. 
He prayed for us 2000 years ago. He poured out His heart to his Heavenly 
Father and He is praying for us now! Scripture teaches that Jesus right now is 
at the right-hand of the Father interceding on your behalf. So, we want to be 
like Jesus. If Jesus is one who courageously, routinely prayed for other 
people, we ought to pray for other people. Let us be like Him. Join Him in this 
work and see God do amazing things as we are like Jesus. 



4. To Obey 
We are commanded and instructed in Ephesians 6. We are commanded and 
instructed multiple times throughout Jesus’ teaching and ministry. We are 
commanded and instructed in 1 Timothy 2:1-4. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our 
Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 

 

We want to be a people who do trust and obey. For there is no other way to 
be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey. And the Scriptures again, brothers 
and sisters, could not be more clear. We are called to be a people of prayer. 
We are called to be a people of prayer. And God wants to help you obey in 
this arena. God wants to help you be faithful and committed in seeking the 
Lord in prayer and lifting up others before Him. He wants to unleash His 
mercy into your life as you obey and pray and ask for God to do what only 
God can do. 
 

5. To Engage in the Spiritual Battle 
Many of you have children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren. And as 
you look at their lives, you recognize that they are growing up in a 
completely different world from the world you grew up in. 
 
We routinely have conversations with our boys. I mean, I recognize that in 
my childhood, youth, and young adulthood there were all kinds of trials and 
temptations and things that I had to work through, and Mandy had to work 
through. And yet, the pressures and the temptations – the things that are 
attacking and available to our boys – do not compare to what we had to go 
through. They go far beyond what we ever had to experience. Be a people 
who pray for our young people! Engage in the spiritual battle on their behalf. 
Pray against the kingdom of darkness. Pray that God’s light and truth and 
love would grab hold of our young people’s lives. That they would not be led 



astray. That they would understand that life lived for Jesus is the only way to 
live! Be engaged in that spiritual battle! 
 
You need to be engaged on your own behalf. You know, we wear the armor 
of God. We wield the sword so that we do not get taken out. But God wants 
to rescue others through you and through your efforts! Through your 
prayers. So, be a people who engage daily in praying for others so that they 
do not get taken out by the enemy. Our world desperately needs people who 
are intercessors. People who courageously pray on behalf of those who are 
so vulnerable. And you are the mighty warrior that God has raised up for 
such a time as this. You are alive in 2020 because God has a work that He 
wants to do through you; that He can only do through you! So, step up to the 
plate. Be a person of prayer. Engage in the spiritual battle so that God can be 
glorified, and people’s lives can be redeemed, saved, and rescued. So that 
people who are walking with Jesus can be strengthened in their faith and not 
led astray. 
 
I love this quote from Mother Teresa: 
 

“God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there is in the world 
the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil.” 

Mother Teresa (1910-1997) 
 

And we see the forces of evil at work and it rends our hearts. So, may that 
draw us to engage more faithfully in the spiritual battle through prayer by 
praying for others. 
 

6. God Works Through Prayer 
Now we see again hundreds, thousands of examples in Scripture and in our 
own lives of God working through prayer. One of my favorite examples is 
Peter in Acts 12.  
 
Peter gets arrested. He is about to be brought before a sham trial and the 
people of God, the believers in Jerusalem, they are gathered together 
praying for Peter. So, God sends an angel. That angel frees Peter from the 
chains, opens the gate to the prison, and Peter walked out. Peter does not 



actually realize at first that this is actually happening in real life. He thinks it is 
a dream, a vision. Yet God leads him out of the jail and Peter says, “You know 
what? I am going to go to Mary’s house because I am guessing that there are 
a group of believers gathered there praying for me.”  
 
Peter knocks on the door. One of the servant girls in this household comes to 
the door, hears Peter’s voice, and gets all excited. She does not open the 
door; but gets all excited. “Peter is at the door! Peter is at the door!” And the 
believers gathered there who had been praying for Peter to be released from 
prison say, “You must be mistaken. It must be Peter’s angel.” 
 
Peter keeps knocking. Eventually, they open the door and are amazed that 
God had heard their prayer and worked in a miraculous way! What if God 
would actually hear and respond to your prayer and do miracles? And what if 
some of those miracles are missed out on because we do not believe God will 
do the miracle if we pray? We doubt His power. We doubt His ability to work 
through me because I am a broken person. I am a sinful person. So, we do 
not pray, and we miss out on God’s work through those prayers. 
 
Andrew Murray once said, 
 

“We must begin to believe that God, in the mystery of prayer,  
has entrusted us with a force that can move the Heavenly world, 

and can bring its power down to earth.” 
Andrew Murray (1828-1917) 

 

Do you believe that? Let us be courageous in praying for others because we 
believe that God works through prayer. 
 

7. Because You Love Them or Need to Love Them 
We have been called by God to love all people – even our enemies. And to 
pray for our enemies. We should always pray for people that we love 
because that is one of the most important things that we can do for them. 
And one of the most important ways to express our love is by praying for 
them. AND if you have people that you have a difficult time loving, pray for 
them because in the act of praying for them, you can learn to see them not 



as an enemy, but as someone that your Lord and Savior died for. Someone 
who needs the love of Jesus Christ in their lives. 
 
In Luke 6:27-28, Jesus says, “But to you who are listening I say: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you.” 
 
There is a drama that you are about to see that is based on a true story. I 
want you for a moment to consider the kind of prayer that had to have 
occurred in this couple’s life in order for this drama to come to pass. 
 
Mrs. Hollander: Okay, let’s see. The Gustafson’s are vegan, so I need to find 

a meatless turkey. And cranberries. Nothing in a can, so I 
need to find something that is not in a can. 

 

Knock at the door 
 

Elise: Anybody home? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Come in, Elise. 
 

Elise: Hey, Mrs. Hollander. Is Andy home yet? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: He just called to say that he is running a few minutes late. 
 

Elise: That’s alright. What ‘cha doing? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Well, I am trying to figure out what to have for Thanksgiving. 
So, are you going to study at the library again tonight? 

 

Elise: Yep. Our paper is due Friday. I will be sooo glad to get it 
finished. 

 

Mrs. Hollander: I am sure you will. Would you like something to drink? 
 

Elise: No, thanks, I’m fine. 
 

Mrs. Hollander: So, how are you liking Cambridge Community College? 
 



Elise: It is alright. But I really liked the junior college I went to in 
Florida. It was nice and I had a lot of friends. But my parents 
would not let me stay there. 

 

Mrs. Hollander: Why not? 
 

Elise: Well, we just moved here in May and they want me to be at 
home. I guess to help them adjust. It’s not fair. They have to 
let me go sometime. 

 

Mrs. Hollander: Letting go can be hard. 
 

Elise: I suppose. But still! 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Well, were you born in Florida? 
 

Elise: I lived there my whole life. 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Really. Well, you are in for a treat. There is nothing like a 
white Christmas.  

 

Elise: I guess. But in Florida, Santa brings presents by speedboat. 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Really? 
 

Elise: Yeah. Oh, I almost forgot. This package was at your front 
door. Who is Jason? 

 

Mrs. Hollander: My son. 
 

Elise: I thought Andy was an only child? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: Jason died six years ago. 
 

Elise: Oh, I am really sorry, Mrs. Hollander. How old was he? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: He was 15. He died when crossing the street. He was hit by a 
car and died two days later. 

 

Elise: I am so sorry. Was it a drunk driver? 
 

Mrs. Hollander: How do you know? 
 



Elise: No wonder Andy wanted to do our paper on that topic. 
What do you think it is – the package? 

 

Mrs. Hollander: It is from our insurance company. 
 

 “Dear Jason, 
 Happy birthday in advance. Since it is your birthday, you will 

no longer be automatically covered by your parent’s policy. I 
will be calling you to see you soon to discuss the possibility of 
you purchasing your insurance from us. In the meantime, 
enclosed is our gift.” 

 

 It is a highway safety kit. 
 

Elise: I am so sorry. 
 

Andy: Hi, Elise. Sorry I am late. 
 

Elise: A package came…for Jason. Why didn’t you tell me that you 
had a brother? 

 

Andy: Mmm. I don’t know. 
 

Elise: So, what happened to the guy that hit him? Did he walk 
away? 

 

Andy: Yeah, he did. 
 

Elise: Figures! He hit a 15-year old kid and walked away? That is so 
unfair! 

 

Andy: Well, would it have been better if he had been killed too? 
 

Elise: Yeah, I think it would. Your brother is dead because some 
low-life idiot got drunk. So, what happened to him? I hope 
he got life. 

 

Andy: Well, actually, he did not go to prison. 
 

Elise: What? Why not? 
 

Andy: They did not press charges. 
 



Elise: Your parents let him walk away? 
 

Andy: Not exactly. 
 

Elise: What do you mean, “Not exactly.”? 
 

Andy: Okay. Well, they were going to press charges, but they 
changed their mind when they saw the kid in court. He did 
not mean to hurt anybody. He was just a messed up, lonely 
kid. When they saw that, they forgave him and asked their 
attorney to drop the charges. 

 

Elise: Wow. 
 

Andy: There is more. When they got to know him, really know him, 
eventually they fell in love with that kid and they adopted 
him. 

 

Elise: Wait? Your parents…? 
 

Andy: Jason was not my brother. I never knew him. I am the drunk 
driver, the low-life idiot. 

 

Elise: I do not get it. They adopted you? 
 

Andy: Yeah. Look, there is not a day that goes by where I do not 
regret what happened. I would give anything to be able to 
go back and undo things that I did. But I can’t. 

 

 Let me tell you something. My parents have been 
unbelievable. They have shown me love, forgiveness, and 
mercy. They have helped me let go of the burden of guilt 
and regret that I feel and helped me to forgive myself. This is 
tough and I am still working on that. 

 

 Give me a second while I get my mom. 
 
Imagine the prayers that would have to be part of that kind of scenario where you 
would be forgiving the young man who killed your only son. And not only forgiving, 
but then welcoming that young man into your family recognizing that he is 
suffering. That he was lost. That he was in desperate need of forgiveness and 



salvation in Jesus Christ. That he needed family. Imagine that. That drama is such a 
powerful depiction not only of the kind of prayer life that we all can have, and that 
God wants to birth in us and grow in us, but the kind of action that can flow out of 
that prayer life.  
 
Next Sunday we will be talking about how to act compassionately. We are present 
with people. We are listening to people. We are bringing them before the Throne 
of Grace, before their heavenly Father and ours so that God would work on their 
behalf. And God calls us at times, not all the time, but to act compassionately. 
 
I love this quote about prayer from Max Lucado: 
 

“But here’s the thing about prayer. If it depends on how I pray, I’m sunk. But 
if the power of prayer depends on the One who hears the prayer, then I have 
hope. And if the power of prayer comes from the One who hears it, then I 
don’t have to be timid. 
 

You heard me right. Our prayers shouldn’t be bashful or half-hearted. They 
should be bold. Boldness in prayer is an uncomfortable thought for many. 
We think of speaking softly to God, humbling ourselves before God, or having 
a chat with God, but agonizing before God? Storming heaven with prayers? 
Wrestling with God? Isn’t such prayer irreverent? Presumptuous? It would be 
had God not invited us to pray as such. 
 

So, let us come boldly to the very throne of God and stay there to receive his 
mercy and to find grace to help us in our times of need” (Hebrews 4:16). 

 
So many of you have prayed for Mandy and our family over the last 18 months. I 
want to thank you for that from the bottom of my heart. Your prayers mean so 
much! And I want to invite you to continue to pray boldly before our God. To pray 
courageously that God’s power would be on display in healing Mandy. God’s 
power would be on display in carrying our family through this. It is through your 
prayers, your love, your encouragement. It is through the presence of the Spirit of 
God that God is carrying us through this. May we all pray boldly and courageously 
for those God has placed in our lives. For all of these reasons and so many more! 
 



Very briefly, how do we courageously pray for others because I think this is where 
some, I think, feel stuck. “Well, I do not know what to say.” or “I do not know how 
to pray in those ways.” So, let me make it as simple as I possibly can. In humility 
and dependence and faith. That is what we bring to the table. We bring our 
humility. We bring our dependence on God. We bring our recognition that there 
are so many things that only God can do. And we bring our faith. However little 
faith you have, you can bring that before God. In humility, dependence, and faith, 
you use simple words to tell God what you want Him to do for or in the life of the 
people you are praying for. 
 
Now that does not mean that God will always answer our prayers in the exact way 
that we are praying those prayers. That is because He is God and He has the 
perfect eternal, omniscient perspective on every situation in every person’s life. 
But we can know with confidence that God hears and responds to our prayers 
every time. Every time. Every time. And so, we pray courageously. 
 
I want to finish with one more Max Lucado quote: 
 

“Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the 
power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who ways it, 
our prayers do make a difference.” 

 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Father God help us to be people who are present with those who need a 
touch from You. To be intentionally present with them. Help us to be a 
people who listens with your ears, Jesus, and with your heart. Helping that 
person or that family, that couple, that group of people to know that we 
genuinely care about them and we want to hear from them. 
 
Lord, then help us to be like you. To follow your teachings and your example. 
And to be a people who are marked by courageous prayer for others. We 
want heaven to be unleashed in the lives of the people that we love and the 
people in this area who do not know you, Jesus. We know that the power of 
heaven is unleashed as we come before you in prayer. Help us, Lord, to grow 
in these ways for your honor and glory, for your Kingdom to come and your 



will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. This is our prayer. And we pray this 
in Jesus’ matchless name. Amen. 

 
It will be for a little while at least before there will be anyone in this room when I 
finish a message. I want to invite and encourage all of you who are engaging in 
worship online to continue to do that. And those who are here in person to start 
doing that again. I want to pray a special blessing over you. 
 

Father, this is a holy moment because you are here. Jesus, I thank you for 
these sisters and brothers of mine and I pray your rich blessing over them. I 
pray, Lord, that in the weeks ahead as we worship together through the 
technology that you provided for us that we would sense your presence in a 
powerful way in our homes, our living rooms, and wherever the location is 
that we will be worshiping. And that we would sense the unity that we have 
through the Holy Spirit. That is a supernatural thing, God. Unity comes from 
you. 
 

I pray that much like churches that have to be underground, churches all 
over this world who are not able to gather in large numbers to worship you 
that we would experience the blessing, the gift of being able to worship from 
afar. But know that we are worshiping the One true living God and doing that 
in unity and joy. 
 

Lord, we pray for an end to this virus. We believe you will bring an end to this 
virus. And the sooner the better, Lord. We know that we could all wake up 
tomorrow morning and news reports around the world say, “Coronavirus is 
gone!” And we pray for that, God. We do not know whether that day will be 
tomorrow, or a month from now, or a year from now, but we are trusting in 
you and hoping in you for that. 
 

We thank you that you invite us to live courageous lives in the midst of the 
trials and challenges that are going on around us. To engage in the spiritual 
battle that is happening. To be light and salt in this world. We pray, Lord, that 
your light would shine brightly through us. Help us to live for you, and you 
alone. Help us to hope and trust in you. Help us to have peace that passes all 
understanding. Help us to have joy in the midst of trials for your honor and 
glory! For your Kingdom to be built. For people all around us to have an 



opportunity to know, love, and become like you, Jesus. We pray this in your 
matchless and powerful and holy name. The name that is above every name. 
The name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, our Helper, our Friend. We 
pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Go in the name and power of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Have a blessed day. 


