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Good morning! Welcome to First Baptist Church. We are so glad that you are here 
to worship with us online. I want to extend a special welcome to any of you who 
are guests here. Maybe this is your first Sunday worshiping with us at First Baptist, 
or maybe you have been checking us out for a few weeks. Thank you for being 
with us! As a guest if you would be willing to go to our website at 
firstbaptistcambridge.org, on the main page there is an online connection card. 
We would love it if you would fill out as much of the card as you feel comfortable 
doing and submit that to us. It will give us an opportunity to greet you, to welcome 
you, and to thank you for worshiping with us, as well as to answer questions that 
you might have and get some good resources in your hand for how you and 
members of your family can grow in your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is our first Sunday back on online only worship services. We hope this season 
is a short season and we will soon be able to welcome people back in person to 
worship with us. But we thank you for your flexibility. We thank you for joining us 
online in this season. And we do want to remind you that even though our worship 
services are online, there are lots of other ways to connect and grow in your 
relationship with the Lord. So, on Sunday mornings if you are a part of the adult 
Sunday school class, or the Jr. High Sunday school class, those have moved online 
on Sunday mornings between our two services from 9:50am – 10:40am. If you 
would like to get connected with those classes, you can contact the main office, or 
any pastoral staff member and we will be sure to help you know how to get 
connected and be part of those classes. In addition to those online options on 
Sunday morning, we have lots of great opportunities for children, youth, and 
adults all throughout the week to be in smaller groups, smaller ministries where 



we can more easily and safely distance while we are together. On Sunday nights, 
our Sr. High ministry meets in the building at 6:30pm. On Wednesday nights, our 
Kids U and Jr. High ministries meet in the building from 6:30pm – 8pm. We also 
have adult Bible studies and prayer groups that meet throughout the week. If you 
want to learn any more about those again, contact the main office or any of the 
pastoral staff members, look on our website, all the information is available in 
those places and we would love to have you be engaged and involved in those 
ways. 
 
Our Thanksgiving Eve service is this Wednesday night. It will be an online service 
and we would love to have you join us starting at 6:30pm. That is when the service 
will go live in all of our normal places – our Facebook page, our YouTube channel, 
and our website. It will be a great night of worshiping the Lord, of thanking Him for 
all that he has done in our lives. Even in the midst of difficulty and trial, God is 
good. He has been faithful to us and he has lavished his love and blessings upon 
us. So, we hope that you will join us for that. Because we are now going to be 
completely online, pie is back on the menu! Make your own pie or grab one from 
Perkins or someplace like that. But enjoy pie on your own or with your spouse, 
your family, a friend on Thanksgiving Eve after we worship together. 
 
Also, we take a special offering on Thanksgiving Eve. This year, that offering will be 
divided between a local ministry, New Pathways, that we have partnered with for 
many, many years that provides housing for families in our area who are homeless. 
They house those families in churches in normal years. Right now, they are being 
housed in hotels in the area. But we are going to bless that ministry through half of 
that offering. Then, Recycled Lives is an international mission partner of ours. 
Shawn and Brad Johnson are the missionaries that have been sent out from this 
church to care for homeless families and poor families in Guatemala. They have 
been suffering, as you can imagine, greatly in the midst of this pandemic. So, we 
get to bless them with some additional funding to help provide food and other 
needed essentials for the families in Guatemala. If you would like to give, you can 
give online through our website. There is a Thanksgiving Offering option in the 
dropdown menu. Or you can certainly mail in a check or bring in a check to First 
Baptist with “Thanksgiving Offering” in the memo line. We will make sure those 
gifts go to that local ministry and that international ministry. 



While we are doing online only worship services in this season, we are going to 
move the announcements next week and the following weeks to the last three 
minutes of the countdown video before the service actually begins. That will give 
us a little more breathing time in the service itself. If you really enjoy 
announcements and want to make sure you do not miss out on the wonderful 
things that I share, tune in a little bit earlier on Sunday mornings. All of the 
information that is shared in announcements is shared in written form one way or 
another through emails, online on our website, through our Facebook page. We 
try to communicate really well through a written form in a lot of places. But we 
also like to make sure you are aware of things verbally. 
 
And, as a reminder of this season of giving, because people are not gathering here 
at the church on Sunday mornings, you can continue to give online through our 
website. You can also give by sending in a check to the church office at any point in 
time. Or you can stop by during the week when the building is open Tuesdays 
through Thursdays and drop off you check in the office. 
 
Will you join me in a word of prayer? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are with us. Holy Spirit, we thank 
you that you dwell amongst your people. And, Jesus, we are here to lift your 
name on high, to praise your name, to worship you will all our heart. And we 
pray that you would be glorified in our time of worshiping you today. Lord, I 
pray that you would be near to each person in their home, or wherever it is 
that they are gathering and worshiping with us this morning. May you unite 
us even though we are scattered amongst hundreds of different homes and 
locations. May we sense the unity that we have through you, Holy Spirit, and 
may you be glorified in us as we give ourselves fully to you in this time of 
worship together. We pray these things in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Before we dive in this mornings’ message, I do want to share a couple of other 
really exciting things that are going to be happening here soon. And an update, 
praise report on a couple of things that have happened. 
 



Next Sunday, begins the season of Advent. I know that 2020 has been a rough year 
and yet I am believing and trusting that God is going to meet us in a powerful way 
as we move through the season of Advent. Avent is a time of preparation for and 
anticipation of the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, which ultimately 
culminates on Christmas. Then, also in the season of Advent, we look forward to 
and long for the second coming of Jesus Christ. I know that many of us have felt 
that longing greater this year than we ever have before. We are going to be 
exploring these themes of Finding Hope in our Uncertainties, Finding Love in our 
Differences, Finding Peace in our Struggles, and Finding Joy in our 
Discouragement. We hope that you plan to join us.  
 
And connected with Advent, there is an Advent Reading Plan that we are going to 
be sending out to you via PDF. We can certainly make hard copies for those of you 
who do not have email. That reading plan is called, “Rediscover Christmas: Good 
News in Troubling Times.” In addition to that, if you have younger kids at home, I 
would encourage you (our family does this every year) to read through one of a 
series of books called, “Jotham’s Journey” or “Tabitha’s Travels,” “Bartholomew’s 
Passage,” or “Ishtar’s Odyssey .” What those books do is tell a story of a fictional 
child. That child and their family gets caught up in the story of that first Christmas 
when Jesus Christ was born. You could use either the Advent reading plan we send 
out and/or one of those books to engage on your own or with your family in 
preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. We hope that you will 
do that. 
 
In Matthew 5:7 in the “Sermon on the Mount” Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” The series that we have been in is all 
about how do we bring the mercy of God, and how does God unleash his mercy 
through his people? I have a few praises to share with you along these lines, as far 
as the way that God is unleashing his mercy through us. 
 
During the last six months, First Baptist Church through our Global Outreach team 
was able to respond to four special requests totaling over $6,000 from First Baptist 
support missionaries so that our missionaries could distribute food to hungry and 
starving families. One of those requests was in Central America, through Recycled 
Lives, for $2,000 for families in Guatemala for dire need for food. Two different 



gifts went to Middle East refugees totaling $3,020, and a $1,000 gift went to Asia. 
Again, your giving to the Lord’s work here at First Baptist impacts not only what 
God is doing in our church and in our community but impacts literally thousands 
upon thousands of lives all over the world. We are praising God for that! 
 
We also in this season of pandemic have experienced consistently high generous 
giving to our Community Care fund which has provided us with a large pool of 
resources to meet basic needs of people right here in our church and in our 
community. We have seen a significant increase in the number of requests over 
the last month or so. So, we have been able to say “yes” and respond to so many 
of those needs, unleashing God’s mercy in people’s lives by meeting their 
emergency needs. 
 
Yesterday, we had our Mercy and Hope Drive In. It was a blast! It was an amazing 
morning of ministry. We were able to bless approximately 173 households in need 
from the surrounding area. They received a gift card. Some information about the 
church, a Gospel tract, candy, gum, a light bulb, and some other resources. And if 
they had kids with them or kids in their household, we blessed them with a kids’ 
bag for every child in their family as well. It was an amazing time. If you happened 
to know someone who was here serving yesterday, ask them for their experience 
because God moved in power. We are praying that God will continue to use those 
gifts, those tracts, that blessing from the Lord through First Baptist Church to draw 
them unto himself, to reveal his love for them, to unleash his mercy in their lives 
so continue to pray for those who were here. 
 
I just want to say this. Unleashing God’s mercy and hope is fun! It is such a joy to 
be part of seeing God’s love, his provision, his care for people poured out in their 
lives through us. And in this season of pandemic, in this season of trial, we are all 
suffering! We are all suffering in various ways. One of the best ways in a sense be 
able to step outside of your own suffering and experience joy in the midst of the 
trials is to be a source, a vessel for God’s love, his mercy, and his grace to flow into 
the lives of other people. Your serving someone else brings great joy and blessing 
into your life. 
 



This morning we are going to complete this short series on loving and caring for 
people, seeing God’s mercy unleashed in their life, by compassionately acting as 
God leads us to. Let us pray. 
 

God, we do thank you for the ways that you have been at work in this church 
family and through this church family. What a joy to serve you together! 
What a joy to give generously to these projects and needs here and around 
the world. What a joy to be the hands and feet of you, Jesus, in the lives of so 
many people. We thank you for the ways that you have been teaching us, the 
ways that you have been forming us, the ways that we are continuing 
individually and corporately to become more and more like you, Jesus Christ. 
We pray that you would teach us now through your Word and by your Holy 
Spirit. Transform us from the inside out so that your work goes forward with 
even more power as we give ourselves to you and trust in you. We pray 
these things in your name. Amen. 

 
We began this series on Enjoying and Unleashing God’s Mercy and Hope by taking 
a look at the story of the Good Samaritan. Just as a reminder, Jesus tells this story 
and then he says to the teacher of the law who asked him the question, “Who is 
my neighbor?” he finishes that interaction by saying to the man, 
 

Luke 10:36-37 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one 
who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  

 
We are seeking to be trained and equipped in to how more effectively go and do 
likewise. How to be the people who are unleashing God’s mercy in the lives of the 
people around us, whether they be our immediate family member, friends, co-
workers, neighbors, people in our church, and people to the ends of the earth. We 
want to see God’s mercy unleashed through us as we go and do likewise. So, in the 
first three weeks of this series we talked about being present and how that is such 
an important way that God wants to unleash his mercy through you and through 
me in the lives of other people. To be genuinely present with them. As we are 
present, to listen really well to them. So many people in our world today have very 



little opportunity to sit with someone who is present with them, who is tuned in to 
them, who genuinely wants to hear what is going on in their heart and life, to hear 
about their concerns, their struggles, their joys, the things that they have 
experienced God’s blessing in. So, we are present.  
 
We are listening. As we are listening to them, we are also listening to God. We are 
in tune with the Holy Spirit. We are seeking to bring every person and every 
situation before God. That was one of the best things about our time yesterday. I 
was at one of the stations for about an hour and 45 minutes. With every car that 
came forward we had the opportunity to say, “Would it be okay if we prayed for 
you?” and “How can we pray for you?” And every single car, except for one, had 
some very specific needs that they asked us to pray for them. And the other one 
was open to prayer, but just did not have anything specific that they wanted to 
share. It was beautiful. It was powerful to pray for each one of those families, each 
one of the trials, challenges, situations that are going on in their lives. And we 
believe that God is at work in prayer! We believe that God hears and responds to 
our prayers. I believe that God is going to bring about good things in the lives of 
those that we prayed for because we brought them before His throne of grace. 
 
We have a group that meets every Wednesday night at 6:30pm. We courageously 
pray together on Wednesday nights for all kinds of people. So many of you in our 
church family, for people in this community, to the ends of the earth. And this past 
Wednesday night we do some singing sometimes. It is acapella and yet this past 
week, Carole Troff brought a tambourine. We were doing some singing and she 
was banging that tambourine so hard that she actually broke the tambourine! That 
is how courageous our singing and praying was. We again invite you to join us on 
Wednesday nights to pray. Or pray on your own. Let us be a people who are 
marked by prayer, who seek the Lord on behalf of other people.  
 
This morning we are going to talk about it again. I think in each of these situations, 
we can always be present, we can always be listening, we can always be praying. 
And sometimes (I do not believe this is true every time), but sometimes God calls 
us to act on behalf of the person who is going through difficulty, trials, and 
struggles. Jesus is our ultimate example. Right? Jesus was constantly stopping to 
be present with the one who was crying out to him. Listening to them, to their 



concerns, to their needs. Praying for them. And often times, acting on their behalf. 
Healing people, touching people, hugging people, loving people, feeding people. 
He was acting on their behalf to unleash God’s mercy in their lives. And we want to 
be like Jesus. Personally, as a community of believers, we want to be like Jesus. We 
want to be ready to respond to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, his nudges, to act on 
behalf of our God so that his mercy can be unleashed in people’s lives. 
 
We see this teaching all throughout Scripture. If you read your Bible from the Old 
Testament all the way through the New Testament, in a short period of time you 
would see and hear over and over again teaching and examples of people acting 
on behalf of those who are in need. 
 

Micah 6:8 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God. 

 
Jesus in Luke 6:27-28 (we looked at this passage last Sunday, but it is good to look 
at it again from this angle) says: 
 

But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. 

 
So, we are not only commanded in scripture to love and do good, or act on behalf 
of those who are suffering, marginalized, oppressed, we are absolutely 
commanded to do that over and over again. But we are even commanded to love 
and do good and bless those who hate us. Bless those and do good to those who 
are enemies of ours, who curse us, and mistreat us. 
 

Romans 12:1 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is 
your true and proper worship. 

 
We offer our very bodies to our God in worship of him, saying to God, “The 
strength that I have, the body that I have, this is an instrument for you to use for 



your honor and glory.” So, we use that as we worship the Lord, but we also use our 
bodies in worship of the Lord by caring for, loving, serving, meeting the needs of 
people around us. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-18 
And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and 
disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 
always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. 
 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 
Finally, I am going to read from 1 John 3:16-18. 
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If 
anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and 
in truth. 

 
We ought to love one another in words and speech. But we also ought to love one 
another in actions and in truth. So, God wants to use us to compassionately act to 
unleash his mercy in the lives of other people. 
 
Now, we can act to meet all sorts of different kinds of needs because we all have 
needs! I think in this season, in this year of 2020, we have become more aware of 
our own needs. Right? Like when your health is threatened, when jobs are taken 
away, when you are isolated from people you love, when so many different things 
are being issues, trials, challenges in your life, you become aware of your needs. 
We all have physical needs. We all have safety needs. We all have relational and 
emotional needs. We all have spiritual needs. We all have these needs. 
 
And there are times, I believe, each day, each week, each month that God wants 
to use you to act in such a way that you are a part of meeting one or more of these 
needs in the lives of other people. That is a beautiful thing! That is a good thing. As 



I said earlier, when we do act, when we compassionately act by the leading and 
power of the Holy Spirit, it is a good thing. And you are filled with joy. I have 
shared that over the past 18 months, and especially over the past 8 months, this 
has been a challenging road for the Gustafson family. And yet, some of the times 
of greatest joy in the midst of the trials that we are enduring as a family have come 
when we have been serving and intentionally reaching out to loving and caring for 
other people. 
 
As we meet other people’s needs, God comes in and blesses us tremendously. He 
showers us with his mercy and hope. He helps us to feel his presence and his 
power flowing through us, his love flowing through us. There are lots of ways that 
we do this as a church family. If you do not know where to begin when it comes to 
compassionately acting, we would invite you to consider being part of one or 
several of these ministries if God would lead you to do that.  
 

• Global Outreach 
You can serve as part of our Global Outreach team, praying for and 
financially supporting and partnering with our missionaries that are spread 
out around this country and around the world. 
 

• Community Care 
Many of you give regularly to our Community Care offerings and we have a 
team of people that meet and sit down and hear the struggles, the concerns, 
the needs in people’s lives. And we have another team that considers how 
can we meet those needs through generous giving and other resources.  
 

• Celebrate Recovery 
We have Celebrate Recovery that meets on Tuesday nights. This is a ministry 
designed to help people who are dealing with hurts, habits, and hang ups. 
We are all dealing with those things! That ministry seeks to wrap the love of 
Jesus around people who are dealing with and struggling through those 
things and helping them to find freedom and healing in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
 



• New Pathways 
As I shared earlier, New Pathways cares for families in our community who 
are homeless and provides temporary shelter for them in churches, or right 
now in hotels, and meets their needs. 
 

• Orphan Care 
Our Orphan Care ministry comes alongside families who are providing foster 
care or adopting children into their family, seeking to serve and love and 
bless those families. 
 

• GriefShare 
We do not have a group currently meeting, but GriefShare is a powerful way 
to walk alongside people who have recently lost a loved one. To encourage 
them and, again, to bring the hope and mercy of Jesus to bare on their lives. 
 

• Standing Free 
This is a prayer ministry; a group of people that walk alongside someone who 
is going through something difficult or is trying to sort through some things in 
their life that they need God’s blessing and power and healing in the life. 
They meet on a monthly basis and would love to pray with you. You can be 
part of the prayer team. You can contact Pastor Scott if you would like to get 
involved in that ministry, either on the serving side or if you need a time to 
be encouraged and meet with a small group of people who will pray for you 
and bring you before God’s throne of grace. 
 

• Mercy and Hope Drive In 
 

• Angel Tree 
We have Angel Tree coming up where we will soon again be purchasing gifts 
for children of families who have one or both parents in prison or in jail. 

 
All of these are fantastic ways that you can personally be involved in acting on 
behalf of other people here are First Baptist Church. And in addition to that, I 
believe God gives us opportunity on a regular basis to personally respond to needs 
of people around us. 
 
I want to tell you a little bit about Virgil. In the spring of 2004, my wife, Mandy, 
and I had been on staff and living in this community of Cambridge for about a year 



at that point in time. We did not have any kids. I was serving as a youth pastor 
here. Stan and Alice Starr, long-time members of First Baptist Church and Stan had 
been a pastor, they were part of the Meals on Wheels ministry delivering meals to 
senior adults who are shut-in in their home or apartment. They called me and then 
visited with me and they said, “Jared, there is a gentleman in our community that 
we are concerned about and his name is Virgil.” Virgil lived just on the other side 
of the railroad tracks in downtown Cambridge. His home is no longer there. It was 
a small home, kind of right across the street from the Cambridge Collision Center. 
The home has been demolished because it was ultimately condemned. But they 
said, “Here is a gentleman who has a ton of needs. We have been thankful that we 
have been able to offer some meals to him, but he needs a lot deeper level of care. 
Would you be willing to go over and meet with him?” 
 
Obviously, Virgil was not in the age group at First Baptist that I was personally 
leading and ministering to in terms of the youth ministry, but I said, “I would be 
happy to go meet with Virgil.” I went over and as soon as I walked into his place, 
you could just tell from the smell and what you saw that this was not a safe 
environment for a man in his 80s in failing health.  
 
Virgil had huge physical needs. Huge safety needs. Virgil was at a point physically 
where he was not able to get up off his couch with any regularity so things like 
making himself meals or using the bathroom were virtually impossible for him to 
do on his own. He had huge relational needs. He never was married and did not 
have any children. He had a great nephew who would come to visit him once or 
twice a month, but outside of that did not have anyone who was regularly 
checking in on him, sitting with him, listening to him. Obviously, that creates 
tremendous emotional needs and spiritual needs as well. He grew up as a really 
strong Catholic, but it had been many, many years since he had ever been able to 
go to a church and many years since he had a church family that was actively 
looking out for him, checking in on him, ministering to him, and caring for him. 
 
So, I was incredibly blessed to have the opportunity of the course of about a year 
and a half to build a friendship with Virgil. I would go over about once a week. 
What I did most of the time was just be present with Virgil. To listen to him. To be 
someone who was the presence of Jesus in his life just to hear his stories. It was so 



fun! He had worked in the railroad industry his entire career, so he had lots of 
really interesting stories. Given his age and the longevity of his career, he had 
really seen this nation grow in tremendous ways. Being part of the railroad 
industry was a central part of the nation growing in the ways that it did, so he had 
lots of really interesting stories. But the main thing I did was just to listen to him. 
To be a friend. To be present with him. 
 
Then as we got toward the end of that summer and into fall, I started to become 
aware that the house that Virgil was living in was not all that safe in light of some 
of the draftiness and some of the other issues of not having working plumbing and 
those kinds of things. So, I made a few phone calls and some guys from the church 
went over to his home. We did some clean up in the home and then winterized his 
home by putting plastic over the windows trying to make his home as livable a 
space as we possibly could. Meeting some of those physical, tangible needs that 
he had. 
 
It was such a joy to share Scripture passages with Virgil. To pray with him. To help 
him to remember what it was like to belong to a community of faith and to seek 
the Lord together and grow in him. So many of these needs were met by God’s 
grace and his power. So many of them were met by the body of Christ, the church 
family. And I had the joyous privilege of being a source of God’s love, his mercy, his 
hope in Virgil’s life. 
 
One day as I was talking with Virgil, I asked him: 
“Virgil, as you look back over the course of your life, is there anything that you 
wish you had been able to do? Is there anything that you wish you had an 
opportunity to experience in your life?” 
 

 He said, “You know, I never got married and there are times where I wish I 
had gotten married. But in some ways, even more important than getting 
married, I wish I had had children.” 

 

Obviously, he believed marriage was a critical part of having children. But it was 
almost like not having a child(ren) to love, encourage, and raise was his greatest 
regret and the thing that he missed most in his life. I asked him further questions 
and one of the questions I asked was, 
 



“Well, would you have rather had a boy or a girl?” 
 

 “A boy. I wish I would have had a boy.” 
 

“If you had a boy, did you ever think about what you would name him?” 
 

 “Oh, yes. I have a name picked out for the boy that I wish I would have had.” 
 

“What name, Virgil? What would you have named your son?” 
 

 “Well, I would have named him Tyler Joseph.” 
 
And those of you who know me well, and know our family, know that my oldest 
son’s name is Tyler Joseph because in that moment of visiting with my friend, 
Virgil, in that moment of hearing one of the cries of his heart, one of the things he 
wished he had been able to experience in his life, in that moment I sensed the 
Spirit of God saying, “You can partially answer this longing. This prayer. This need 
that Virgil has in his life.”  
 
I went home that afternoon and began talking to my wife, Mandy, who was 
pregnant with our first born at the time. We did not know whether Tyler was going 
to be a boy or a girl. We were surprised with all three of our biological sons. We 
did not know in advance what they were going to be. And yet, we were talking and 
just sensed that if God were to bless us with a boy, we thought that God wanted 
us to name our first-born son, Tyler Joseph.  
Months later over the course of that winter God, through some social workers 
who were aware of Virgil’s situation, actually removed Virgil from his home for his 
own well-being and safety and got him into GracePointe where he was very well 
cared for. I continued to meet with him occasionally. Not quite as often because 
he was not on his own and he was being cared for very well, but I would go over to 
GracePointe and meet with him. He was excited that we were pregnant and having 
a child. Again, we did not know whether it was going to be a boy or a girl so I did 
not tell Virgil that if it was a boy we were going to name him Tyler Joseph because 
I did not want to disappoint him if we had a girl. (Not that you cannot name a girl 
Tyler Joseph. But we felt that was a more appropriate name for a boy.) 
 
To make a long story short, on April 2, 2005, my son, Tyler Joseph, was born. And 
this picture of us is when Virgil met Tyler. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can say beyond a shadow of a doubt that the greatest blessing over the course of 
this relationship, and the greatest needs that were met were not from God 
through me to Virgil. The greatest blessing to come out of this relationship, out of 
this friendship, was God blessing me and Mandy and our oldest son with the name 
Tyler Joseph. To have an opportunity to have an 80+ year old man who is in failing 
health (and Virgil died within a year of Tyler being born), but to see one of his 
dreams, one of his desires come to pass through us was such a joy! I am so 
thankful that my son has his name because of God’s great mercy being unleashed 
through our lives into Virgil’s life, and his love and mercy and hope being 
unleashed through Virgil’s life and through his story into our lives.  
 
One day my son will be able to tell his children (and hopefully one day his 
grandchildren) about the way that he got his name because our God is a merciful 
loving God. Our God is a compassionate God. Our God is a God of hope. Our God is 
a God who can take an 80-year old man who is very near death living in total 
isolation and very, very difficult physical circumstances and bless him in the last 
days of his life by having a role in naming a beautiful baby boy. That is the kind of 
God that we worship and serve.  
 
Obviously, this is a very unique story. I do not know if God repeats that kind of 
story very often. But my question to you this morning is, “How is God calling you?” 
Sometimes in very small ways. Often times in very small ways. Sometimes in great 
big, huge ways. But how is God leading you? How is he calling you to 



compassionately act on behalf of someone else so that His mercy could be 
unleashed in their lives? 
 
Again, I believe that on a day-by-day, week-to-week, month-to-month basis, if we 
are sensitive to the Holy Spirit, if we are obeying the Word of God, there will be 
opportunities on a regular basis for us to act and unleash God’s compassion, his 
mercy, his love, and his hope in the lives of other people. So, how is God leading 
you to do that this day? This week? This month? This year? 
 
We do have some opportunities coming up really soon. Through our Thanksgiving 
Eve offering, you can give generously and see God unleash his mercy through you 
as you do that. Through Angel Tree, you can purchase gifts for children who have a 
parent or parents who are in jail. You can be involved in so many of those 
ministries that we have here at First Baptist. But I believe that there will be 
opportunities for you, personally, to be involved that go beyond some of those 
corporate ways that we unleash God’s mercy. So, are you willing to say “yes” to 
the Lord, to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit, to act as He leads you to act? 
 
There is a quote that is credited to John Wesley. If you do a little research on this 
quote you will find out that there is no where in any of his recorded writings or 
sermons where he says exactly this. But there is a whole lot of places where he 
says things that are like this. So, we do not know if these exact words were ever 
written or spoken by John Wesley, but it is such a powerful quote that I want to 
share it with you this morning. 
 
We can compassionately act to unleash God’s mercy by: 
 

“Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as you ever can.” 
(Credited to John Wesley) 

 



And if you are still drawing breath, you can still do good in the lives of other 
people. You can still compassionately act to unleash God’s mercy. Jesus said it this 
way: 
 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” 

 
Let us pray together. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for your love for us, your children. We thank 
you for the compassion, for the mercy, for the grace that you have lavished 
on us by sending your one and only Son. You acted, Father. We were lost and 
hopeless and condemned, and yet you acted by sending your Son to show us 
how to live and teach us how to live. And then to give His life on the cross as 
a ransom for many. We thank you for that incredible gift.  
 
And, Jesus, we thank you. We worship you. We praise you that you came. 
You are Emmanuel, God with us. You acted on our behalf. You did for us 
what we could not do for ourselves. You took on flesh. You lived a life of 
perfect obedience to your Father. You taught us and showed us how to live a 
life of compassion and love and mercy. How to act on behalf of those who 
need the love of God in their lives. And then you went to the cross. You took 
our sins upon yourself. You bore an unbearable penalty because you were 
separated for the first time in all of eternity from your Father and from the 
Holy Spirit as you took our sin upon you and you died. And our sin died with 
you. Then you rose again. You conquered sin and death and you have given 
us new life – those who have placed our faith in you and cry out to you 
receive the greatest gift anyone could ever receive. A life of love with our 
Heavenly Father; You, Jesus; and the Holy Spirit. You have given us eternal 
life and we thank you for that. 
 
Holy Spirit, we thank you that you came to live in us. That you are with us 
always. We thank you that you are forming us to be more like Jesus and that 
you long for us to love in the ways that He wants us to love. That you are the 



one nudging us, guiding us, prompting us, calling us to compassionately act 
on behalf of others so that your mercy can be unleashed in their life. 
 
We pray that you would help us to grow as people who surrender to you 
more consistently. God, we thank you for the mercy and hope that you have 
extended to us. We want to enjoy it for all that it is worth. And we want to 
be a part of unleashing your mercy and hope in the lives of other people. We 
love you and we thank you for your great love for us. Help us to share your 
love as freely and completely as we possibly can with other people. We pray 
this in your holy name. Amen. 

 
May the Lord bless you as you respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
compassionately act on people who need God’s mercy. Thank you for worshiping 
with us. We trust that God is going to continue to lead and guide us even in this 
hopefully short season where we are worshiping apart from one another. We pray 
that God would keep you safe and healthy. We are here for you in any way that 
you need us to encourage you, to have a conversation with you, to pray with you, 
to help you in any way. Please know that we love you, that we are praying for you, 
that we are here for you, and that you can reach out and in a moment have one of 
us to talk with, to care for you, and love you. And we hope that you will join us 
online on Wednesday night at 6:30pm for our Thanksgiving Eve service. 
 

Lord, bless your children and help us to go out compassionately acting, caring 
for, loving, and helping other people to experience your mercy in their life. 
We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 


