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We have been in a series for the past month or so looking at the crises that are 
currently gripping our nation and the world, and trying to discern clearly from 
scripture, from the teaching and example from Jesus, from the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit, what it is God wants us as followers of Jesus to do in the midst of these 
crises. What is God up to in the world? How is He wanting to work in us and 
through us? How does He want to transform us? How does He want us to carry out 
the mission that He has entrusted to us as His followers?  
 

This morning’s message is going to hit on some of the most important teachings of 
Jesus. As we ask the question and answer the question, “What really matters?” 
What really matters in life? What really matters in terms of how we spend our 
time, our energy, our resources? All those things are very limited. What is it that 
we are investing in and how does Jesus encourage us and teach us to do that? 
 

Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Jesus, we want to be good students who not only sit at your feet to hear 
what you have to say to us, but students who desire to put it into action. 
Children of yours, disciples of yours who desire to be more and more like you 
in our words, our thoughts, our actions, and glorify you by carrying out these 
teachings that you give to us. We pray this now in your name. Amen. 

 

I don’t know about you, but for me this season of Coronavirus and more recently 
this season of unrest due to racial discrimination, tensions, and rioting, these kinds 
of circumstances and events cause me to take a step back and do some self-
assessment, some evaluation, look at the way that I use my limited time, energy, 
resources, and focus. I have recognized over these last three months or so that 
there are some ways that I need to grow. There are some things that I do that are 
not glorifying to God, or not the most glorifying to God in terms of how I use my 



time, energy, resources, friendships, connections, everything that God has 
entrusted to me.  
 

It was early on in the Coronavirus pandemic that I learned my favorite things in life 
were eating out, doing things with large groups of people, and touching my face! I 
don’t know if you discovered how often you like to touch your face, but I certainly 
did. Obviously, that’s a humorous take on this. But as I reflect on my life, I had so 
many things – all of us had so many things that were part of our day-to-day life, 
week-to-week routines – that got stripped away from us. It has provided a 
wonderful opportunity, an important opportunity for us to be very intentional in 
saying to God, “Okay, God, many of these things that I have been engaged in that I 
do, that I have appreciated and enjoyed, that I love, have been stripped away from 
me. Help me to clearly see and understand which of these things are of true 
eternal value and focus on those, put more energy, time, and focus on those in the 
months and years ahead? And which of these things were distractions? Which of 
these things were mindless things? Which of these things did not honor and glorify 
you? Which of these things do I need to leave behind and lay aside, and no longer 
walk in those ways? What is it that really matters in life?” 
 

What is it that God really desires out of us? How can we be great stewards of the 
intelligence God has given us, the time He has given us, the resources that He has 
given us, the relational connections that He has given us, the jobs that He has 
given us? Many of us have been temporarily laid off, or permanently laid off. How 
can we use all of those things, leverage all of those things for God’s honor and 
glory? What is it that really matters? And how can we be committed to living a life 
that demonstrates that we understand what really matters? 
 

Looking at scripture, we are going to go to one of the most well-known teachings 
and important teachings of Jesus Christ throughout all of scripture. I am going to 
begin in Matthew 22:34-40. 
 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

 

Now, in the Old Testament, and through the development of the commandments 
over the years by the Jewish people over hundreds and hundreds of years, there 
were 600 and some laws that Jesus, in a sense, was being asked to raise one of 



these above all the others. It was a way of testing him and trying to trap him to get 
Jesus in trouble. Not only with the religious leaders, he was already in trouble with 
them, but with the people, the disciples, the crowds who were following him and 
listening to him. Listen to what Jesus said: 
 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these commandments. The Law being the 
five books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. The 
Prophets being all of the major and minor prophets. (Now we call them major and 
minor prophets because of the length of their writing and the span of their 
ministry. It’s not that the minor prophets are less important.) All of the Law and all 
of the Prophets, Jesus says, hangs on these two commandments: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. And 
love your neighbor as yourself. That’s what really matters! That is what matters in 
God’s eyes and that is what should matter to us. Those should be the things we 
are investing our time and energy into. 
 

The next passage is from Mark 12:28-34. 
 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all 
the commandments, which is the most important?” 
 

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 30 Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.’[b] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’[c] There is no commandment greater than these.” 
 

32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that 
God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to 
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love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” 
 

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared 
ask him any more questions. 

 

Now this, to us, does not seem to be that profound of a statement. When the man 
replies to Jesus, “To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And yet to a Jew, that would have been a 
radical statement in the sense that it was only through burnt offerings and 
sacrifices that the sins of the people – as far as their understanding was concerned 
– were atoned for. In other words, there was no salvation in the mind of a Jew 
apart from those burnt offerings and sacrifices.  
 

In fact, Jesus, in another teaching talks about someone who arrives at the temple 
to worship God and offer burnt offerings and sacrifices to him. And Jesus says if 
you arrive in that condition and recognize that you have some sort of 
disagreement, some sort of broken relationship, some sort of dispute, some sort 
of harm between you and another brother or sister, leave your offering, leave the 
temple, and go to that person. Seek reconciliation. Make things right and then 
come and offer that sacrifice. Again, that was a radical statement. But Jesus is very 
clearly saying that the thing that really matters in life is loving God and loving 
people. Loving God with all that we are, with all that we have, and loving people 
are the two great commandments. They are the two things that really matter. The 
two things that we need to consistently apply our time, our energy, our efforts, 
our resources. Everything that we have should be leveraged toward loving God 
and loving people. 
 

Now we will go to John’s gospel in John 10:25-30. 
 

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do 
in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because 
you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given 



them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

 

So, we have heard two teachings of Jesus on these greatest commandments. And 
Jesus, in this interaction, is saying my sheep listen to my voice and they follow me. 
They obey me. They apply the teachings that I give them. They seek to live in ways 
that bring me honor and glory. 
 

And in Luke 10:25-37 we read this: 
 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 
live.” 
 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 
 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as 
he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an 
inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[e] and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who 
fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399e


37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

The Samaritan. The Samaritans were the hated half-breeds. They were the part 
Jewish and part Gentile, and for those who were true Jews, who were pure Jews, 
they despised the Samaritans. And it was a Samaritan was is the hero in this story. 
The one who showed compassion, mercy, kindness, and love. The one who is truly 
a neighbor, who put into practice this teaching about loving your neighbor as 
yourself. 
 

Finally, from John 14 and 15. The first verse is from John 14:21. This is when Jesus 
has his last moments with his disciples before he is hung on a cross and he says, 
 

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves 
me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love them and show myself to them.” 

 

Do you love Jesus? So many of us so easily claim that we love Jesus. And Jesus 
says, “If you have my commands and keep them, you are the ones who love me.” 
That a life of love of Jesus is a life of growing obedience to Jesus by the power of 
the Holy Spirit where you genuinely desire to understand clearly the teachings and 
example of Jesus and grow in your obedience to Him as your Master, your Lord. 
 

Jumping down to John 15:9-14 
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 

 

Brothers and sisters, what really matters is loving God and loving people. What 
really matters is to use all that God has built into us, and all that God has entrusted 
to us, to love God and love people. And sadly, as I have examined my life over 
these last few months, I recognize that there are ways that I use my limited time, 
energy, resources, to do things that do not have eternal significance. To do things 
that do not really matter. To do things that do not have eternal value. Now I am 



not saying here that we cannot have fun, or hobbies, or pastimes. If you have 
hobbies and pastimes, do them to the glory of God! Do them as a way to love God 
and worship Him. So, I am not saying that you cannot have any of those things. 
But, how many of us, when things have been stripped away from us over these last 
few months, begin to recognize how much time we have spent doing some things 
that have little to no eternal value or significance? We do so many things that do 
not really matter in the grand scheme of things. 
 

Jesus has clearly said over and over again that the two things we ought to apply 
ourselves in is loving God and loving people. How do we love God? Well, there are 
lots of ways to love God. I am just going to hit briefly on a few of them. 
 

• Worship Him. Ascribe worth to God through your mind, through your heart, 
through your lips, through your body. Give Him worth. All of those things, all 
that you are should be in lots of different ways on a daily basis ascribing 
worth to God that only He deserves. Worship God as a way to love God. 
 

• Obey Him. Jesus hit on this in a couple of the passages that we read that to 
love Jesus, to love God, is to obey Him. Now, we are not left on our own to 
white-knuckle it, to grit our teeth, to try harder each day to obey Him. No! 
Obedience is about surrender. Obedience is about submission to the Holy 
Spirit. Obedience is about crying out to God and saying, “Jesus, I cannot obey 
you unless the Spirit is the one giving me the power, the ability, the wisdom, 
the patience, the love – all the fruit of the Spirit – in order to obey You. I am 
powerless to obey you apart from the work of the Spirit in my life.” But we 
love God by obeying Him. 
 

• Seek Him. Intentionally seek Him both in the Word and in prayer. In 
fellowship with other believers. Seek Him as we serve and love and care for 
people who are hurting and in need. Setting aside time each and every day to 
seek God’s face. To desire to know Him more. To seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. That is one of the most important ways that we 
love God. 
 

• Engage in His mission. Jesus came on a mission to seek and to save the lost. 
He came on a mission to plant the Church and start a worldwide movement 
of the Kingdom of God where God’s justice and righteousness and love and 
peace and joy and grace would flow freely unto all people groups all over the 



world as the followers of Jesus, as the disciples of Jesus, as the Church of 
Jesus Christ, engages on that mission of bringing God’s truth, His love, His 
grace, His justice to bear on the communities where he has planted us. So, 
engaging in His mission is a powerful way to love God. 

 

• Love others in His name. Really, that’s what that John passage pointed out. 
That loving God is about loving others. Jesus said, “If you love me you will 
obey my commands.” In a few verses later in this conversation with his 
disciples he said, “My command is this. Love one another as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this then to lay down his life for his friends.” So, 
this brings those two commandments together. We love God by loving 
others. And sadly, I think at least in our country, maybe in other countries 
around the world, there are Christians who believe they can love God 
without intentionally loving, serving, and caring for others. That they can 
have deep devotion, that they can spend a lot of time in the Word of God, 
that they can be committed to doing the do’s and not doing the don’ts, that 
they can somehow live in a love relationship with God, but not really care a 
whole lot about their fellow man. Not being very intentional in their lives 
about seeking to reach out and care for, and embrace, and serve, and meet 
needs, and love other people. Jesus says no, you cannot love God, you 
cannot love me apart from also loving others well. 

 

So, love God by worshipping Him, obeying Him, seeking Him, engaging in His 
mission and to seek and save the lost. And love Jesus, love God, by loving others in 
His name. Brothers and sisters, there are all kinds of hurting people all around us. 
All kinds of people who are afraid. All kinds of people who are afraid. All kinds of 
people who are suffering. All kinds of people who need the presence of Jesus and 
the love of Jesus through you and through me. All kinds of people who need us to 
do what matters most by loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and loving other people as Jesus has loved us. That is an incredibly high calling!  
 

And let me tell you, it is not easy! But, as we submit to God, as we follow the 
example of Jesus Christ, as we allow the Holy Spirit to rule and reign in our hearts, 
our minds, our bodies, our lives, as we allow those things to happen, we can love 
God and love others in these ways! We absolutely can. We can grow in that each 
day AND you will find if you commit to this, if you commit to loving God with all 
that you are and that you have, if you commit to loving others as Jesus loves you, 



you will find there is no better way to live. There is no better way to live! There is 
nothing that compares with the life lived in love of God and love of others. Nothing 
compares to that. I promise you. If you take steps in this direction, it will bring 
great encouragement to keep going further down this road because you will 
discover that is a life that truly counts. That is a life that truly matters. That is a life 
that leaves a legacy that will ripple on for generations and count for eternity in 
huge ways. Will you join me in the adventure of living a life that truly matters?  
 

Here at First Baptist Church we have three core areas that we focus on growing in 
and living out of: being people who are faith-filled, who have a loving lifestyle, and 
who are a winsome witness in this world. I am going to talk about that in a sermon 
coming up in a few weeks where I will unpack those more. But will you join us on 
this adventure a living a life that really matters? By loving God with all that you are 
and all that you have, and loving others as Jesus has loved us. 
 

Let’s pray together. 
 

Jesus, we thank you for the example that you set for us. The way that you 
laid down your life. You called your disciples friends here, and that was such 
an incredible blessing and gift. You call us your friends and yet, the reality is 
that when you laid down your life for us, we were still enemies of yours. We 
were still people who were dead in our trespasses and sins. We were people 
who were living for ourselves when you gave your life for us. We were 
wretched sinners, and yet you gave yourself because you love us and you 
desire to have a love relationship with us. Help us to apply these teachings, 
Jesus. To be people who love you, who love the Father, who love the Holy 
Spirit with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. And people who 
intentionally, daily look for ways that we can love others as you have loved 
us, Jesus. What a high calling! What a privilege! What a blessing! And we 
need your help in doing this. You know full well we cannot do this on our 
own. In fact, in a lot of ways, we just need to get out of the way of the Holy 
Spirit living and loving through us in these ways because that is the only way 
it will happen.  
 

Holy Spirit, we yield to you. We give our hearts, our minds, our bodies, our 
souls to you. We pray that you would be glorified as you help us grow as 
people who love others well. Be glorified as we become more and more like 



Jesus Christ. Do your work in our hearts, minds, and bodies. We give 
ourselves to you, Holy Spirit. We pray all these things in your name, Heavenly 
Father, because you are the one who started this all. God, you are love. You 
have existed as perfect love in the trinity for all of eternity past, and out of 
your love we were brought into this world so that we could be caught up in 
that eternal love relationship with You and with others. Thank you for that 
immeasurable gift. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

I want to close by reading these words from Jesus once again from John 15:9-17 as 
a blessing over you.  

 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 


