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We have some exciting things coming up! Next Sunday, July 5, will be purely 
online. On Sunday, July 12, we will be back in our Sanctuary with two identical 
Traditional worship services 8:45am and 10:45am. Then on Sunday, July 19, and 
going beyond from there, we will have a Traditional worship service that will be 
live in the Sanctuary at 8:45am and a Contemporary worship service that will be 
live in the Multipurpose Rm at 10:45am. For both of those services, there will be 
other locations in the building that will be overflow spaces.  
 
Most likely on Monday or Tuesday this week, I will be sending out an all-church 
email that will have lots of information about the plan of how we intend to come 
together and worship the Lord in the building in a way that is as safe as possible 
and provides opportunities for all of us to come together and do that in a way that 
glorifies God and also honors one another. Remember, Jesus was the one who said 
(and this was recorded in John 13 and 15), “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
And Paul calls us to have the same attitude, the same mindset, of Jesus Christ who 
was willing to go to the cross and lay aside all His rights because of His great love 
for us. Paul, in Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry one another’s burdens and in this way 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  
 
So, here I have a promise for you. A promise from your pastor. There will be some 
aspect, some dimension of the plan you will read about that you will not have as 
your personal preference, or won’t be your first choice, or won’t match your 
understanding or picture/description of the way that we should come together 
when we worship in the building. But all of us will be in that boat! So, we will all 
have an opportunity to sacrifice together as we do this in a way that will provide 
the maximum level of comfort and security and good health and all those kinds of 
things. There will be spaces for those who require a mask and there will be spaces 
for those who have a mask-optional/mask-encouraged approach. You will learn 



about that more this week. Feel free to reach out to me, any other staff member, 
or any board member if you have any questions, concerns, ideas that you would 
like to share with us. But we are really excited that on July 12 we will be back in 
our Sanctuary for two identical worship services. And then on the July 19, a 
Traditional worship service at 8:45am and a Contemporary worship service at 
10:45am with lots of space for all of you. Praise the Lord for that! Amen! 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Heavenly Father, we do thank you for your great love for us. We do thank 
you that it is you who gives life and sustains life. You are working inside us 
individually and corporately as a body right now. We desire to glorify you, to 
honor you, to lift your name on high, to live in such a way that the world 
would know you are the one true living God. That you love all people and 
desire to save all people.  
 
I pray, Lord, that as we come before you now in the study of your Word, you 
would build us up. Holy Spirit take control. Change our hearts and our minds. 
Transform us so that we look more and more and more like our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
We thank you for this gathering of believers. We have missed being together 
and it is such a joy to be out in the beauty of your creation praising you, 
worshiping you, and we pray that you would be glorified in our worship of 
you. We ask these things now, in Jesus’ precious name. Amen. 

 
Well, there is no doubt that the events of the past six months have brought about, 
at least in my lifetime, the greatest worldwide crisis we have faced. I know that 
some of you have lived through maybe the tail end of WW2 and certainly that was 
a global crisis on an unimaginable scale. But for many of us, this is probably the 
greatest global crisis that we have ever faced. That we have ever lived through. 
This morning, worldwide we surpassed 10 million cases of Covid-19 with over 
500,000 deaths around the world. That is weighty, difficult, and heavy on my 
heart.  



In the United States we are just about to surpass 2.5 million cases and over 
125,000 Americans have lost their life to this virus. That is tragic and difficult to 
comprehend. Some who do survive the virus (fortunately, most who get sick do 
survive), have long-lasting and severe complications from this virus. Obviously, the 
number of cases continues to grow in many countries around the world, including 
the United States. Over the course of this past week we set several records, 
several daily records of confirmed cases of Covid-19. 
 
Here is another stat that is very concerning and difficult. I read this in April or May 
for the first time. The number of people around the world at risk of acute hunger 
and starvation because of the global pandemic could double this year to over 265 
million people by the end of the year. We think about the ripple effect of the job 
losses here and around the world, and that is a lot of what feeds into some of 
those hunger and starvation numbers. But in the United States alone, 47.1 million 
people have filed for jobless claims in the last 14 weeks. And unemployment, as 
you are aware, has surged to levels not seen since the Great Depression. 
 
Many businesses from jobs high in Fortune 500 companies to Main Street, locally 
owned shops like ours have already closed their doors or filed for bankruptcy. And 
that, of course, has a ripple effect in the lives of Americans.  
 
Americans (this is from a Forbes article) have skipped payments on more than 106 
million different loans since March. That, obviously again, has a huge impact on 
the ability to recover from all of this.  
 
I don’t know about you, but for me there has been no time in my lifetime where 
people or groups or political parties in nations all over the world seem to be more 
divided than right now! There is more division, more disagreement, more anger, 
more hatred now that it seems in any point in my life. In fact, some of what is 
going on in our world and some of what is going on in our nation has sparked 
conversation about will there be some sort of new civil war. Whether that be 
simply a war of words and ideology, and ways that we treat one another, or 
perhaps, that could result in some sort of armed conflict. 
 



Headlines about major world powers, obviously most often involving the United 
States, but involving countries like China and Russia, talk about these nations being 
on the brink of perhaps a cold war, perhaps armed conflict. And we are aware that 
there are armed conflicts happening in different places around the world. In fact, 
even before the Coronavirus began, early this year when Iran was firing missiles at 
our troops, there was talk of perhaps WW3 being sparked at some point in time in 
the not-too-distant future. These are hard things to consider. These are hard 
things to grasp or grapple with. They are difficult things for us to wrap our hearts 
and minds around. These are tragic and terrible things! They are awful things! 
They are very concerning things. And the staggering health and financial and 
political fallout of these past six months will be felt for years to come.  
 
In addition to those very serious concerns, there are also some more personal 
issues that we are feeling very close to home. Some devastating impacts that are 
coming into focus. You think about the mental health impact that has been going 
on over the past six months. How many of you have experienced an increased 
level of stress over these past six months? Yes, I think virtually all of us have. How 
many of you at times have experienced fear over these past six months? 
Absolutely! All of us are experiencing, in a sense this is a slow-moving car or train 
wreck. We are being traumatized whether we fully realize it or not by the events 
that unfolding around us. We have all been forced to in some way, shape, or form 
be isolated from people that we love. People that we depend on for 
encouragement, love, and support, and prayer. That leads to incredible loneliness 
and leads to difficulty in dealing with the impacts of these negative things that are 
revolving around us.  
 
Our lives have been upended. Your life, my life, has been changed in very 
significant ways. And in some ways, they feel like they have been turned upside 
down. So, we are all dealing with grief. Again, whether you realize it or not, I’m 
sure in some way, you have been grieving some of what has been happening and 
that will continue in the weeks and months ahead because this isn’t going to all of 
a sudden magically disappear.  
 
Many people are dealing with and wrestling with depression. Suicide has been 
something that has been on the increase. In fact, calls to suicide hotlines in this 



country (it depends upon what article you are reading or what study you are 
reading) have increased anywhere from several 100% more than were coming in 
before this crisis began to over 8,000%! In California, there was a study done in the 
Los Angeles area where there was over an 8,000% increase in calls to the suicide 
hotline. The mental health impacts of what we are going through are being felt far 
and wide. And people often times in times of crisis like this in dealing with 
emotions and things that are really hard to deal with, and not having the support 
system of loved ones and families and friends, people begin to look to alcohol or 
drugs or gambling or pornography or the list goes on and on of ways that we try to 
numb ourselves. Ways that we try to escape. Some of us go on spending sprees to 
try to make ourselves feel happy. 
 
Obviously, there is an incredible impact on marriages and families in all of this. In 
fact, many predict that when we come further out of this crisis there will be lots 
and lots of marriages that will end in divorce because of the stress and pressure 
and difficulties that this has placed on marriage. 
 
The impacts on children and youth! Think about the kids. Obviously, I am a dad of 
a 10, 12, 13 and 15-year old, so this is very near and dear to my heart. But think 
about kids who in an instant were told, “You are not allowed to be at school with 
your friends. In fact, it would be really good, it would be really wise if you do not 
see your grandparents. It would be really good if you do not spend time with your 
peers doing sports or drama or music or other extracurricular activities.”  
 
Think about the impact that has on the heart and the mind of a young person and 
a child. The impacts are deep. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are deeply burdened 
by all of this. Our hearts are moved, and we seek the Lord in prayer desperately 
crying out to God to bring an end, to bring healing, to bring hope. Just like Jesus 
was in his day when he saw the harassed and helpless people from the towns, 
villages, the crowds that he was ministering to. Just like he was burdened, we are 
burdened in these days.  
 
And as disciples of Jesus and students of his Word, none of this should surprise us! 
None of what is going on in the world around us should surprise us. We are told 
throughout scripture that as we creep closer and closer to the day of the return of 



Jesus Christ, things will get worse in the world around us. Now, as followers of 
Jesus, as citizens of his kingdom, we are to pray and work in such a way that the 
kingdom of God would come in our midst. That God would be glorified. That lives 
would be built up. We are not to turn a blind eye to a world that is headed to 
destruction. We are to engage in that world, as Jesus did. Love people well and 
seek to bring the kingdom of God, by the Holy Spirit, through our words, our 
actions, through the ways that we lay down our lives in following Jesus’ example. 
And yet, we should not be surprised by what is happening in the world around us. 
 
I am going to read from Jesus first, and then the apostle Paul, and then the apostle 
Peter about days like these. From Jesus, I am reading from Mark 13:5-13, 20-26, 
32-37. 
 

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things 
must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in 
various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 
9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local 
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will 
stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the 
gospel must first be preached to all nations. 

 
Let me pause for a moment. Workers at Wycliffe believe that in most of our 
lifetime in the next 30-40 years portions of the Bible and the Gospel will have been 
translated into every known language on the face of the earth. We are closer to 
these words of Jesus being true than we ever have before. 
 

 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry 
beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the 
time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children 
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13 Everyone 



will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end 
will be saved. 
 
20 “If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But 
for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened 
them. 21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ 
or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false messiahs and false 
prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect. 23 So be on your guard; I have told you 
everything ahead of time. 
 
24 “But in those days, following that distress, 
“‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’[c] 
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens. 
 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[e]! You 
do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He 
leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their 
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of 
the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let 
him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 
Powerful words from Jesus about days that I believe we are living through. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24743c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24751e


Now I am going to turn to apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but 
denying its power.  

 
And finally, from 2 Peter 3:3-18 
 

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, 
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, 
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they 
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into 
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these 
waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the 
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is 
not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the 
earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.[a] 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look 
forward to the day of God and speed its coming.[b] That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt 
in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to 
a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30533a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30535b


14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make 
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as 
our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your 
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the 
lawless and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and forever! Amen. 
 

What a downer of a message! Looking at the reality of the world unfolding around 
us is really hard and it is really heavy. It is full of all kinds of sadness and frustration 
and in some ways, I can begin to feel hopeless that things will change. And yet, 
God reigns! He reigns. And even in the last days, he rules and reigns and is in 
control. Brothers and sisters, we are living in the last days! We are absolutely living 
in the last days. Now, let me be quick to point out in the front end here that a day 
is like a thousand years and a thousand years is like a day to our Lord. So, perhaps 
the last day won’t be for another thousand years. And yet believers in Jesus Christ, 
from the day Jesus ascended into heaven, the ultimate goal for how you and I live 
is as if Jesus is coming today. We are to live and to pray as if Jesus is coming today.  
 
At least for me, this worldwide pandemic and all the events in the last month and 
a half or so happening here in our nation with the racial tension and everything, 
this has woken me up. I have been too complacent in my life. I have taken day 
after day after day as if the next one will always come, as if Jesus will not be 
returning for a long time yet, and those days need to be behind us. We need to live 
every day as if Jesus is coming back and live with a sense of urgency that brings to 
our hearts, minds, and lives. And that is what we see in the early church. You 
know, we are 2,000 years beyond the days of the church being born at Pentecost. 
And yet, they lived, I believe, with a much greater sense of urgency than believers 



2,000 years later live today. We need to have urgency. We need to live, every 
generation of believers should live, as though Jesus is about to return. 
 
Now God is patient with us. That is one of the themes throughout scripture. That 
God desires everyone to come to salvation through Jesus Christ. He wants 
everyone to come to repentance. That is the Good News in the midst of the 
unfolding crisis around us. God loves and desires to save all people. And 
sometimes God uses events like these to bring people to their knees in repentance 
and crying out to Him for salvation. Sometimes it is only events like this that can 
grab people’s hearts and minds and cause them to get to that point of desperation 
where they would get down on their knees and hope and cry out to a God who can 
save them. So, I implore you if you have not already done so to repent and commit 
your life to Jesus Christ. That is the only way to experience peace with God. We are 
to live as is instructed in that letter from Peter to live at peace with God. And the 
only way to live at peace with God is to receive the forgiveness and salvation that 
comes only through committing your life to Jesus Christ in receiving His love and 
mercy and grace, His rule and reign in your life. 
 
We are also commanded in these passages to be alert. To keep watch. To be 
ready. Do you live an alert life? Are you keeping watch? Are you ready for the 
master of the house to return? For Jesus Christ to come back and to gather you 
unto Himself? Are you ready and living in anticipation of that? 
 
We are also commanded to keep holy lives, live holy lives. To live holy, to be 
blameless, to live spotless lives in Him. Again, we cannot do that on our own. In 
fact, when we try to do it on our own, we fail miserably! At least I do. But as we 
learn to submit to the Holy Spirit and allow the Holy Spirit to have control and 
sway in our hearts, minds, bodies, lives, we can live in ways that bring Him glory. 
We can live the holy lives that we have already been given through Jesus Christ. 
 
Look around at the people around you. I want you to say to someone seated near 
you, “You are a holy son (or daughter) of God!” Say that right now. Now how many 
of you, as you were being told that, actually believe that? You ARE a holy son or 
daughter of God. And the admonition here, they way that we are implored here is 



to live like it. Let’s live like it. Let’s live as the holy sons and daughters of God that 
we already are! By his grace, his love, his work in our lives.  
 
We are also commanded to be on guard. To guard against the lies and deception 
that continue to run rampant in this nation and all over the world. To be on guard 
against the evil and fight against the evil that pervades our society. AND, we are 
called to be part of God’s global rescue effort. You do not realize this, but every 
single one of you is part of a specialized, high-skilled, trained, and called search 
and rescue unit. 
 
You have probably seen some movies or have read news stories, or maybe you 
have read a novel about these men and women who go into strict difficult training. 
They are given all sorts of tools and knowledge, and have incredible equipment, 
and are sent into places where there are wildfires raging. They are sent into places 
where earthquakes have happened. They are sent into places where the most 
devastating and awful circumstances you can imagine risking their very lives to 
rescue and save and help people who are in distress and near death. And you are 
part of God’s specialized and called search and rescue team. You see, the things 
that are unfolding in the world around us may cause us to want to take a step back 
or to be fearful or to kind of just wash our hands of it and say, “Listen, the world is 
headed to hell in a hand basket and I’m going to keep myself holy. I am going to 
gather with my brothers and sisters and sing Kumbaya and wait for Jesus to come 
and rescue us.” No! You are sent on a mission to seek and to save the lost. Just as 
Jesus was sent and sent his people after he ascended into heaven. 
 
All of what I mentioned earlier in the listing of the effects of this global crisis 
creates an environment where more and more people today are faced with their 
own mortality. More and more people today are looking for sources of hope. Are 
looking for sources of love. Are searching for answers. Are searching for meaning. 
Are searching for purpose. What better environment for us to be sent out into to 
continue Jesus’ mission to seek and to save the lost? 
 
I am going to close with reading Jesus’ words and what he experienced when he 
was physically present ministering to people. This comes from Matthew 9:35, 37-
38. 



35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness.  
 

There are so many harassed and helpless people here in Cambridge, Isanti, and 
East Central Minnesota. There are so many harassed and helpless people across 
the face of this planet, and they are desperate to hear some good news. Jesus is 
the one who will save them. 

 

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.” 

 
May we be alert. May we keep watch. May we recognize that we are living in the 
last days even if they go on for another thousand years. May we live holy lives. 
May we walk in repentance and remain committed to living for Jesus. May we be 
people each and every day who are sent to rescue those who are dying around us. 
That is the invitation that God is giving to us as we step into and engage in this 
world that is in crisis. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Heavenly Father, this can only happen because of you. This can only happen 
because you are at work in us and you desire to work through us. This can 
only happen if we give ourselves to you. Lord, we are burdened greatly by 
what we see happening in the world us. And many of us have personally 
experienced the impact of the crisis that continues to unfold in very real and 
personal ways. Lord, I pray that you would continue to equip us by your Holy 
Spirit, by your Word, and call us to respond in love to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. To carry one another’s burdens and in this way fulfill the law of 
Christ. To reach out to and serve and pray for and care for one another in 
meaningful, intentional deep ways. AND to recognize the joyous opportunity 
we have to be part of your search and rescue effort going out into a very 
dangerous and difficult world that is in crisis, and being on the front lines 
throwing that lifeline of the Gospel – the Good News that Jesus came to save 



everyone. That he desires that no one would perish but that all would come 
to repentance. Help us to bring that message in word and action everywhere 
we go. We thank you for answering these prayers and we pray that you 
would be glorified as we go out in these ways. We pray this in your name, 
Jesus. Amen. 
 


