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We have been in a series where we have been looking at the crises that are 
unfolding around us. Obviously, there is a crisis of health with the Coronavirus. 
There is a financial crisis and an economic crisis that has been borne out by this 
health crisis. There is a racial crisis in our nation. There is certainly a political crisis 
going on around us. I do not know anyone who would look at the political 
landscape of our nation and say that things are going well in that arena. And all 
these major world crises and national crises have put us as followers of Jesus 
Christ in a challenging position, much like they put the world in a challenging 
position. 
 
Last Sunday we looked at how all these things come together to create some really 
difficult circumstances that people, whether they are followers of Jesus Christ or 
not, are seeking to endure and live through. The reality is that scripture tells us of 
these days. Scripture is very clear that we would live through days like these. We 
are living in the end days, the last days. Now those may go on for another 
thousand years. And yet, we need to be ready and alert to live in ways that bring 
God glory, to live pure and holy lives, to be a source of light and truth and love in 
this world that is hurting and desperate for the Good News of Jesus Christ, So, we 
are going to continue on this series.  
 
Last week we looked at the world in crisis and this week we are going to look at 
the church in times of crisis. I would love to have you join me in prayer as we turn 
to the Lord in His word. 
 

Father God, we thank you once again that you are sovereign and in control. 
Nothing that is happening in this nation or in world around us surprises you. 
Nothing is beyond your control. Nothing is too big or too scary or too difficult 
for you. We continue to cry out to you as your people that your kingdom 



would come, that you would bring an end to these crises. We pray that in the 
meantime, Lord, that you would work through your church. That you would 
teach us what it is that you want us to know. How it is that you want us to 
grow. Where it is that you want us to go. What is it that you want us to do in 
these days so that your presence is felt in the life of every single person as a 
result of your church living out your truth and your love for the world around 
us. We thank you that you invite us as your church to be active in the world, 
especially in times of crisis. And we pray that you would encourage us and 
build us up in your word and by your Spirit now. We pray these things in your 
name. Amen. 

 
As I was growing up as a kid, one of my favorite subjects was history. I loved going 
to historical places in our nation. I loved reading history books. I loved doing 
projects in history class. I loved listening to my history teachers. One of the areas 
of particular interest as I got into young adulthood and went through college and 
then seminary was church history. In my life, any time I go through a season, or 
the church goes through a season, I often like to look back in church history and 
see how did the people of God endure? How did pastors endure? What was the 
response of the church in particular seasons of history?  
 
This situation where we see these crises unfolding around us is another one that 
fascinates me in terms of looking back at what the church has done over the 
course of the past 2000 years whenever there have been localized crises, or 
national crises, or global crises. I feel that there are lots of things we can learn 
from scripture and from the early church in particular about the crisis that is 
unfolding around us and how God desires us as His people to respond. In fact, I am 
always most intrigued by the early church. The first 250 years or so of church 
history, and how the early church, before it became the official religion of the 
Roman Empire, responded to various things that came its way. Obviously, those 
were the groups of people that were most directly connected to Jesus and to the 
ministry of the apostles. So, we are going to look at some of that church history 
and scripture that would speak into our lives about how the church can respond in 
the midst of this crisis. 
 



Let us first be reminded of the early church. The kind of life they had together 
under Jesus Christ as He ascended into heaven and launched the church. What 
kind of life they developed together. Looking first in Acts chapter 2. 
 
Acts 2:42-47 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe 
at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
And if we skip ahead two chapters in Acts, we see a lot of these same themes 
repeated in what God was doing in and through the believers there. 
 
Acts 4:32-35 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that 
any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they 
had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at 
work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought 
the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to anyone who had need. 

 
Think of that. All the believers were of one heart and one mind. You have these 
early believers, these house churches that formed first in Jerusalem and eventually 
spread out from there. Over the course of time (we do not know exactly how 
much time) thousands of people had become part of the church and had been part 
of house churches all across that region. And they were loving one another 
sacrificially. They were serving one another. They were experiencing a special, 
unique unity. They were one in heart and mind. I mean, poverty was eradicated in 



the early church because they loved each other so sacrificially! Anyone who had 
was willing to sell and give so that those who did not have had their needs met. 
 
Fast forward a little future to Acts 8:1b-3 and we see the first real significant crisis. 
There were some minor things that had happened up to this point in time. Some 
apostles were thrown in jail. There was concern about some widows being 
overlooked with the distribution of food. Those are certainly some significant 
things, and yet this is the first church-wide crisis that we read about from Acts 8. 
 
Acts 8:1b-3 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea 
and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for 
him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. 

 
Suddenly, this beautiful work that God had been doing in and among these early 
believers was threatened. Literally, their lives were put at risk. Literally, the 
believers who had been meeting in homes and in the temple courts, and 
worshiping God and celebrating the Lord’s Supper together, giving so generously 
to one another. Suddenly, their lives were on the line and many of them were 
scattered to towns and villages all throughout Judea and Samaria. This is the first 
real crisis, the first real trial that the early church faced. I can imagine that many of 
them clung to these words that are recorded in John 16:33 from Jesus when he 
told the disciples: 
 

33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”  

 
What powerful words. What meaningful words for those early Christians as their 
lives are suddenly in danger and they scatter from Jerusalem to remember that 
Jesus was with them. That Jesus was in control. That Jesus was the one who had 
overcome the world already. 
 



The first persecution breaks out against believers in Jerusalem. And then, not too 
many years later, a couple of decades later, persecution throughout the Roman 
Empire breaks out. You see, in 64 A.D., there was a Great Fire in Rome. Many 
believe that Emperor Nero set the fire himself. It consumed much of the city at 
that time. And yet, Nero blamed this fledgling group, this new group, this new 
religion – the Christians. He blamed them for this fire that had been set and he 
begins to persecute Christians all across the Roman Empire, torturing them in all 
kinds of horrific ways. And, as was the custom in that day, if you were someone 
who belonged to a newer religion, if anything were to go wrong in your town, in 
your village, in your region, they would often point out those who were followers 
of these new religions because certainly these maladies, certainly these famines, 
certainly these catastrophes could be blamed on these people because they were 
not worshipping the gods and paying homage to the gods of Greece or Rome or 
whatever it might be that was supposedly the god of that city or region. So, it was 
the Christians. Nero points them out and everyone else is all too eager to join in 
and begin persecuting, imprisoning, and killing Christians all throughout the 
Roman Empire. Not only are the Christians first scattered from Jerusalem, but now 
no matter where they are found, whether it be in Israel or anywhere else, they 
were a target and their lives were on the line. 
 
All the while, in the midst of this persecution and crisis in the Christian faith, there 
were seasons of war. Seasons of famine. Seasons of disease and pestilence in the 
communities where these Christians and these churches met. In places where they 
lived. There were people who would suffer in lots of different ways as, again, 
Christians were often targeted as the people around them were often mad at 
them. And yet, it was the Christians who in the midst of that persecution, trials, 
and crises, were on the front lines reaching out to, loving, serving, and caring for 
those who were destitute. Caring for those who were cast off from the rest of 
society. It was the Christians who would take in the poor who could not put a meal 
on their own table and bring them into their homes and love them and treat them 
like family. It was the Christians who would reach out to the leper, reach out to the 
untouchable, love them, embrace them, care for them, and bring them into their 
homes and families. It was the Christians who would reach out to those who were 
suffering in countless ways and love them with the love of Jesus Christ. It was that 



kind of love on display in the lives of Christians in the midst of these crises that 
allowed Christianity to grow.  
 
Think about this. Worldwide persecution through most of this time of Christians, it 
was that kind of love, that kind of self-sacrifice and serving that allowed the 
Christian church to grow from about 120 on the Day of Pentecost and 3,120 after 
Peter preaches his sermon (and so many are baptized on that day), to over one 
million believers by the time 250 A.D. rolled around. 
 
We can learn a lot about church history from some of the early church fathers, the 
pastors, the leaders, the apologists, the theologians. I am going to read you quotes 
that capture what was going on in the life of the early church in these terrible, 
hard days both as Christians, and in the culture and communities around them. 
 
Justin Martyr (c. 150 A.D.) wrote this: 
 

“We…” meaning Christians “formerly delighted in fornication, but now 
embrace chastity alone. We who formerly used magical arts, dedicate 
ourselves to the good and unbegotten God. We who valued about all things 
the acquisition of wealth and possessions now bring what we have into a 
common stock and share with everyone in need. We who hated and 
destroyed one another and because of their different customs would not live 
with men of a different tribe, now – since the coming of Christ – live 
familiarly with them, pray for our enemies, and try to persuade those who 
hate us unjustly to live conformably to the good precepts of Christ, so that 
they may become partakers with us of the same joyful hope of a reward from 
God the ruler of all.” 

 
Another of the early church fathers, Athenagoras (177 A.D.), wrote this: 
 

“Among us you will find uneducated persons, craftsmen, and old women, 
who, if they are unable in words to prove the benefit of our doctrine, yet by 
their deeds exhibit the benefit arising from their persuasion of its truth…. 
They do not rehearse speeches, but exhibit good works; when struck, they do 



not strike again; when robbed, they do not go to law; they give to those that 
ask of them, and love their neighbors as themselves.” 

 
From Tertullian (c. 200 A.D.), he wrote this: 
 

“It is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon 
us. “See,” they say, “how they love one another,” for they themselves are 
animated by mutual hatred. 

 
These words could be describing what is going on in our world today. 
 
“How they are ready even to die for one another!” 

 
 Another one of Tertullian’s quotes that he captured of those who are looking 

at Christianity. 
 
“…No tragedy causes trouble in our brotherhood, [and] the family 
possessions, which generally destroy brotherhood among you, create 
fraternal bonds among us. One in mind and soul, we do not hesitate to share 
our earthly goods with one another. All things are common among us but our 
wives.” 
 
Praise the Lord for that! 

 
And, finally, Origen. We do not know exactly when he wrote this, but he lived 
about 184 A.D. to 253 A.D. He wrote: 
 

“The community of God to which Christ has become teacher and guide are, 
in comparison to communities of the pagan people among whom they live as 
strangers, like heavenly lights in the world.” 

 
Powerful quotes and truths about the life that God had formed among the 
believers in those first couple of centuries. Again, in the most horrific conditions 
you can imagine, to be a follower of Jesus and some of the most terrible things you 
can experience from a health perspective or a financial perspective that would 



unfold around them. these catastrophes that could so easily overtake these first 
century, second century, and third century communities that they lived in. Even 
the enemies of Christians would write these kinds of things about them.  
 
This is from Lucian of Samosata. It is written somewhere between 165-175 A.D. He 
says this (listen to how he describes Christians): 
 

“These deluded creatures, you see, have persuaded themselves that you are 
immortal and will live forever, which explains the contempt of death and 
willing self-sacrifice so common among them. It was impressed on them too 
by their lawgiver that from the moment they are converted, deny the gods of 
Greece, worship the crucified sage,” being Jesus, “and live after his laws, they 
are all brothers. They take his instructions completely on faith, with the 
result that they despise all worldly goods and hold them in common 
ownership.” 

 
He goes on in this writing to talk about that it is easy to take advantage of 
Christians because of how naïve we are in following the teachings of Jesus in these 
ways. 
 
So, the early church had discovered something about living in the midst of 
personal threat and challenge in crisis. And living in community with those around 
them in their little village, their town, the city that they lived in, as they went 
through difficult times that allowed the Christians to be like Jesus in reaching out 
to and caring for the broken, the hurting, the lost, the needy around them, and 
loving them in such a way that their numbers swelled unimaginably in the midst of 
the face of that persecution. How could this be? How could people be transformed 
like this and live like this in such a radical and amazing way? In the midst of 
worldwide crisis and challenge, and personal offense and danger because of their 
faith? 
 
I think the scripture in the New Testament in particular is chalk full of teachings of 
Jesus and teachings from the apostles that help us understand how they lived this 
out. So, let us just be reminded of a few of those passages and encouraged by 



them to engage in the same way in our day in the crises that unfold around us. The 
first passage comes from Matthew 5:43-48. 
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[a] and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if 
you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? 
Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

 
We see in the early church the love for their enemy that allowed them to reach so 
many with the Good News of Jesus Christ. The apostle James, the half-brother of 
Jesus, writes in chapter 1 verses 2-6 of his letter: 
 
James 1:2-6 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 

 
We can consider it pure joy that whenever we face trials of any kind because God 
is using that trial, that challenge, that danger, that temptation, to produce in us 
the heart and mind of Christ to bring us to maturity so that we can lack nothing. I 
remember when I first read about some of that early church history, and some of 
these times of intense persecution, that there were new mothers who had been 
charged with a crime of being a follower of Jesus Christ, of being a part of this 
group of Christians, and they were guilty of that charge. I remember reading these 
stories of brand-new mothers handing over their newborn children to others in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A43-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23278a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1%3A2-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30269a


Christian circle, others who would take care of that child. And as they were 
marched off to give their lives, they would sing worship songs, overjoyed with the 
thought that they had been counted worthy of the name and cause of Jesus Christ. 
What an example for us! What a beautiful picture, a heart-breaking and tragic 
picture, but an amazing picture of what God had done in the hearts and lives of 
those young women. 
 
We also see in Galatians 5:22-25 what Paul writes (this is also our memory verse 
for this week). 
 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 
So, it is the Holy Spirit of God that allows us in any and all circumstances to live out 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Our world desperately needs people who are full of love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Our world 
is desperate for that. And the people of God bring that into all circumstances, into 
all relationships as we allow the Holy Spirit to live within us and flow through us. 
 
I think about Jesus’ prayer recorded in John 17 and we studied this just about two 
months ago. It was not too long ago, so hopefully, this is fresh in your hearts and 
minds. If you are not part of First Baptist prior to this, you can certainly go back 
and watch the message on John 17. I am going to read this prayer, at least the 
majority of it, once again because what was going on in the early church, and I 
believe what God is wanting to do in the church today, is a direct answer to the 
prayers that Jesus prayed in John 17, beginning in verse 6. 
 
John 17:6-23 

6 “I have revealed you” (He is praying to his heavenly Father) “to those 
whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them 
to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that 



everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the 
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty 
that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for 
them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is 
mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the 
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name 
you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was 
with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave 
me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these 
things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full 
measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am 
of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 
but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 
world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 
us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. 

 
A powerful prayer by Jesus for believers, for those who followed him through his 
three years of ministry, and for all who have followed Jesus over the last 2000 
years. I think these words of Jesus, these prayers of Jesus, are especially powerful 
and meaningful (at least in my heard and mind) in the midst of these crises that 



are unfolding around us. Jesus prayed for protection. Jesus prayed that we would 
be sanctified, that we would become more and more like Him in our words, our 
thoughts, our character, our attitudes, our actions. Jesus prayed that we would be 
one as He and the Father are one. Jesus prayed that the Father would look down 
on us and care for us, and He looked forward to the day when the Holy Spirit 
would be sent. He prayed that we would be those who demonstrated His love to 
the world as we live. Jesus prayed for us in powerful ways. 
 
Much like the early church, I have been praying that the church at First Baptist, the 
church in Cambridge-Isanti, the big “C” Church – the church around the world – 
would respond much as the early church responded to the needs we see unfolding 
around us with the radical love of Jesus Christ in every opportunity, every 
relationship that He gives us to step in to. 
 
I want to remind you that First Baptist has been on the front lines for years and 
years and years, generation after generation, radically loving others in the name of 
Jesus. Obey God as best we can with the power and leading of the Holy Spirit. I am 
going to reflect on just a handful of things that God has done in the life of this 
church over the past 5+ years: 
 

• Over $1,000,000 has been given by First Baptist Church in support of our 
missionaries, some mission partner organizations, and relief efforts around 
the world.  

 

You are a very generous people! You give freely to the Lord’s work here and 
around the world. Continue to do that. It is needed now more than ever. 

 

• Many teams, individuals, and couples have been sent out by First Baptist 
Church to locations in the United States and around the world to support and 
minister alongside our missionaries, our sister church in Ukraine, orphanages 
in different parts of the world, and many other organizations as well. 

 

We would love to include you on one of those teams at some point of time in 
the future. 

 



• Hundreds of families in our community have been ministered to and well 
over $100,000 has been given to support our Because Community Outreach 
that has an incredible impact each year for people in our community. 

 

So many of you have come and sat at a table, eaten a meal, and listened well 
to the people who were served through that ministry. 

 

• Around $600,000 in financial aid has been given to people in our church and 
community to meet basic, emergent needs through our Community Care 
ministry.  
 

Again, a tremendous outpouring of your love, kindness, mercy, and 
generosity, and all of that is being received by people in this church and in 
this community directly as a gift from God in their lives. That is amazing! 
Keep up the good work. 
 

• Thousands of people in our community have been fed and blessed through 
Wednesday night suppers over so many years. What a joy to have been a 
part of those over the past 15 years or so and see people blessed and fed. 
 

• The Friends First quilting group at First Baptist Church made at least 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of masks that have been given to this church 
and other organizations in our community in the midst of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 

• Dozens and dozens of streets (again, this is just the past 5+ years) and over a 
thousand homes and families in our community have been prayed over and 
prayed for by people of First Baptist who have adopted their neighborhood, 
or gone throughout the neighborhoods and the streets in our community 
praying for people, and offering to pray personally with those who are 
interested in that. 
 

• The vast majority of our church family has prayed for three or more people 
for about two years now that they would come to know, love, and become 
like Jesus. Many have experienced God at work in the lives of those they are 
praying for in profound ways. Many in our church family in these last years 
have opened their lives, hearts, and homes to new people. To love them, 
encourage them, and bless them as the Holy Spirit has led. 
 



• There are countless more examples of the way we have sought to love and 
serve and glorify God as we reach out to people around us with His love, His 
grace, His mercy, His kindness, and that is going to need to be increased in 
the months and years ahead. 

 

I believe it is God’s desire for all of us at First Baptist Church, all of us who call this 
their church home, to be connected as family who love each other deeply from the 
heart. Who love each other as Jesus loves us. That is an incredibly high calling, yet 
it is exactly the calling that Jesus has placed on His followers. We are called out by 
God from this world and we are set apart to Him. We are a special chosen people. 
We are a royal priesthood. We are a holy priesthood. We are royalty. We are 
called to be a special, set-apart people of God. AND, at the exact same time, we 
are flung out by the Holy Spirit. We are sent out back into this world as that royal 
priesthood, as that holy nation of people belonging to God. We are sent out as His 
ambassadors to bring the kingdom, the presence of God here in this community 
and to the ends of the earth. We are sent out to be on a rescue mission as we 
talked about last Sunday. Sent out to seek and to save the lost, the hurting, the 
broken among us by bringing the love, grace, forgiveness, and Good News of Jesus 
into this world that is really dark right now. A world that is very scary. A world that 
is lonely. A world that is hurting. A world that is dying. There is great hope in those 
situations, in the midst of these crises, if we are willing to trust in God, offer 
ourselves completely to Him, and allow the Holy Spirit to use us in powerful ways 
as the church has been doing for the past 2000 years. I am so excited that you are 
on this adventure with us! And cannot wait for what God has in store for us in the 
years ahead. Let us pray together. 
 

God, we thank you that you have called us out. You have chosen us to be 
your children. You have chosen us to be those who are loved deeply by our 
heavenly Father. You have chosen us to be forgiven and redeemed, to be 
washed in the blood of our Savior and come out pure and spotless and holy 
and blameless on the other side. And you have chosen us to be sanctified, to 
become more and more like Jesus, to become more holy, and we desire to 
grow in those ways.  
 



We thank you, Jesus, that you pray for us along those lines and we offer 
ourselves to you. We do want to be more like you. We thank you that even 
as you are calling us unto yourself, you are also simultaneously sending us 
back out into this world. Thank you that the Church has a long history of 
being on the front lines, being the hands and feet of Jesus, loving and serving 
and caring for those who are in desperate situations. And as we do that, we 
have seen millions upon millions, billions of people around the world receive 
the love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, and salvation that only comes through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
So, Lord, in these difficult days, in the midst of these crises that are 
unfolding, we pray that you would do that work in us once again. We pray 
that the best days, the most impactful days of ministry here at First Baptist 
Church, and for your honor and glory and kingdom would lay ahead of us. 
And that as we offer ourselves completely to you, as we seek to love and 
serve in your name, Jesus, and by you, Holy Spirit, by your power and your 
leading, that we would see tens and then hundreds and then thousands 
place their faith in you, receive forgiveness and salvation, and begin to walk 
with you.  
 
Lord, we do not see people as a project. We are not kind and loving and 
compassionate and generous to them so that they become believers. We are 
king and generous and compassionate because you made them. They are 
made in your image and you love the world. You love each person! And that 
is why we love them. Obviously, in our heart of hearts we desire to see them 
come to that point of salvation, yet we want to be faithful to love all people 
just like you love all people no matter what. We pray you do that in us by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. And we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
I want to wish you a very happy Fourth of July weekend. I hope you have had 
time with your friends, family, people who are close to you, to enjoy one 
another’s presence, and celebrate and thank God for the nation that He has 
given us. 
 



I do want to close with a few words from Jude. There is only one chapter in 
Jude, and I am going to begin with verse 17. This is your blessing as you go from 
here: 
 
Jude 1:17-25 

17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who 
will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who divide 
you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy 
faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you 
wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from 
the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing 
stained by corrupted flesh.  
 
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the 
only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 
We hope to see you next week online or in person as we once again gather to 
worship the Lord, grow in Him, and share His love with others. Thanks for being 
with us this morning. 


