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As we turn to the Lord in the Word, I want to invite you to join me in a word of 
Prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we once again thank you that you are in control. That you 
are sovereign. That you rule and reign over everything that is unfolding in our 
country and around the world in these unsettling times. We thank you that 
we have a firm foundation in Jesus Christ. And, Jesus, we are here to worship 
you, to honor you, to glorify you. Holy Spirit, we invite you now to examine 
our hearts, our minds, our lives. We want to be laid bare before you and 
allow you to come in and clean out anything does not belong. We pray that 
you would continue to form us in the image of Jesus Christ. We want to be 
just like our Lord and Savior in our words, our thoughts and attitudes, and 
actions. We know that this is a work that only you can do as we allow you to 
do that work, as we submit ourselves to you and humble ourselves before 
you and invite you to do a work in us. So, that is what we do now. We pray 
that you will be glorified in this time of worship and study of your Word. And 
we ask these things in Your name. Amen.   

 
I mentioned last Sunday that the reality is that the last 3+ months in our lives have 
taken a lot of things away from us. There are a lot of things that have been a 
significant part of our lives, or important to us, or enjoyable in our lives, and the 
last few months have taken so many of those things away from us. And many of us 
are very eager to get back into those patterns, activities, spending time with those 
people we have been missing. And over the course of the past three months, as 
things have been stripped away, I have really been in my heart and mind wrestling 
with two questions over and over again. One of them we explored last Sunday 
when I answered the question, or that God answered for us through His Word, 
“What Really Matters?” What in life really matters? What matters for all of 



eternity? What has eternal significance? And I will just share one of the passages 
that we looked at last Sunday from Mark 12. This is Jesus, and Him answering that 
question “What really matters” beginning in verse 28 through verse 31. 
 
Mark 12:28-31 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all 
the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

 
So, we looked last Sunday and explored the reality that the only thing that really 
matters in life, the thing that will last for all eternity, is our love of God and our 
love of people. Loving God with all that we are and all that we have, and loving 
people as Jesus has loved us. That is what really matters. That is a life that counts. 
 
This Sunday, and this is one of those questions I have been wrestling with, we are 
going to look at what the scripture says about, “What is it that is preventing me, 
what is it that is preventing you, from living a life that really matters? Or more fully 
living a life that really matters?” Perhaps you have been seeking to grow in love of 
God and others, but there are things holding us back. There are things preventing 
us from living more fully a life that really counts for all of eternity. In other words, 
what is hindering me from loving God with all that I am, from loving God with all 
that I have? What is thwarting my efforts to grow in loving others as Jesus loves 
me? These are really good important questions for us to wrestle with. What is 
keeping me, keep you, from experiencing a life of true love, of true blessing, true 
joy, peace and abundance? A life that can only be found in Jesus Christ through 
living His way. 
 
I believe for almost all of us if not all of us, a very important part of the answer to 
those questions are the idols that exist in our lives. Some of you might say, “Really, 
Jared? I do not know about you, but I am not bowing down to any statues at my 



home, or any graven images. Anything made of gold or silver. That is not part of 
my day-to-day, week-to-week routine. Maybe it is for you, Jared. That is kind of 
weird. But really? Are idols really that important. Is that something that we need 
to talk about?” Well, it is no mistake that two of the first Ten Commandments 
specifically deal with this issue of idolatry. I am going to read from Exodus 20:1-6 
where the Ten Commandments are recorded. 
 

And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

 
God makes it very clear in this “all time top 10 list” of the Ten Commandments 
right away at the very beginning that this issue of idol worship, of idolatry, is 
something that we need to be very mindful of and guard against with all that we 
are. And yet again, in our modern Western minds, we tend to think, “That whole 
idol worship thing, I’ve got that covered. I don’t’ stray from worshipping God and 
worshipping Him alone.” In our modern Western minds, the idea of creating 
images out of any kind of material and bowing down to them seems ridiculous and 
silly. And yet, I think we are caught up in idol worship in ways that we are not even 
aware. 
 
I am going to read for you part of the introduction to Kyle Idleman’s book, “Gods 
At War” and the subtitle is, “Defeating the Idols that Battle for Your Heart.” I think 
he brings to light how subtle this idolatry is in most of our lives. 

 
It was just a simple late-night conversation with my 8-year old daughter, 
Morgan, but it changed my life and my church. I was sitting on her bed for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2055a


our nightly prayers, but she had a surprise for me before we prayed. She had 
been doing some memory work and she wanted to recite it for me. 
 
“Dad,” she said. “Do you want to hear me say that Ten Commandments?” 
 
“You memorized them all?” A proud grin came over her face. “Wow!” I said 
smiling. “Let’s hear them.” I laid down next to her and listened as Morgan 
worked her way through the greatest Top 10 list of them all. The one that 
came in tablet form is recorded in Exodus 20.  
 
She made her way through them in her sing-song way. “You shall have no 
other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol.” On down the 
list. As she finished, my teachable moment instantly kicked in. I said, 
“Morgan, that is great! Let me ask you. Have you ever broken any of the 
Commandments?” 
 
She smiled again. This time it wasn’t as much of a shy smile, it was a guilty 
one like the smile I give my wife when she asks what happened to the Sour 
Patch Watermelons that were meant for the kid’s lunchboxes. I could see 
that Morgan was trying to think through an answer that would be honest, 
without indicting her. I decided to help. “Well, let’s see.” rubbing my chin, 
“Have you ever lied?” She nodded slowly. “Have you ever wanted what 
someone else has so much that you wish they did not have it?” She nodded, 
discovering that she was guilty of coveting.  
 
I kept pushing. “I know you haven’t murdered anyone, Morgan, but have you 
ever felt really, really angry at someone in your heart? Maybe so much so 
that at that moment you hated that person? Morgan maybe have you, oh I 
don’t know, not honored your father or mother?” We both knew the answer 
to that one.  
 
This was not going the way that she had planned. But, hey, that’s how it goes 
when you get stuck with a preacher for a daddy. She let out a heavy sigh, 
which I immediately recognized. It is the same sigh that I get on a Sunday 
morning when someone is losing interest in the sermon. It was time for me 



to stop preaching and offer the invitation. Before I had a chance, her eyes 
became bright and she said, “Dad, I know one commandment that I have 
never broken! I have never made an idol.” Now I really, really wanted to 
respond to that. I wanted to tell my daughter that as a matter of fact that 
particular Commandment is the very one that we all break most often. I 
wanted to tell her what Martin Luther King said that you cannot violate the 
other nine without breaking this one first. But as I lay next to my daughter, I 
decided it best to save the theology lesson for another day. We prayed and 
thanked God for sending Jesus to take away our sin and guilt. 
 
As I left, I gave her a smile and kissed her on the forehead. I told her that I 
was proud of her for memorizing the Ten Commandments. But walking down 
the steps, I wondered how many see the subject of idolatry exactly as 
Morgan did. Maybe they see the Ten Commandments as one more checklist, 
like rules posted at the community swimming pool. And the one about idols 
is quickly skipped over because they think they have that bullet point 
covered. 
 
Afterall, the whole subject of idolatry seems mostly obsolete. This command 
was for then, not now, right? As for those thousand or so references to 
idolatry in the Bible, haven’t they expired? We don’t know anyone who 
kneels before gold statues or bows down before carved images. Aren’t we all 
past that? Idolatry seems so primitive, so irrelevant. Is a book on idolatry 
even necessary? And yet, idolatry is the number one issue in the Bible and 
that should raise caution signals for us. Idolatry comes into every book in the 
Bible. More than 50 of the laws in the first five books are aimed at this issue. 
In all of Judaism, it was one of only four sins to which the death penalty was 
attached. 
 
Seeing my faith in life through the lens of idolatry has rebuilt my relationship 
with God from the ground up. As we talk more about it, many in our church 
would say the same. Understanding the significance of this issue is a game 
changer. As we look at life through this lens, it becomes clear that there is a 
war going on. The gods are at war and their strength is not to be 



underestimated. These gods clash for the throne of your heart and much is at 
stake. The deadliest war is the one most of us never realize is being fought.  
 
I understood how my 8-year old daughter had yet to get a handle on that 
Commandment. But the problem is that most adults haven’t done so either. 
What if it is not about statues? What if the gods of here and now are not 
comic deities with strange names? What if they take identities that are so 
ordinary that we do not recognize them as gods at all? What if we keep 
kneeling and bowing with our imaginations, our checkbooks, our search 
engines, and our calendars? What if I told you that every sin you are 
struggling with, every discouragement you are dealing with, even the lack of 
purpose some of you may be feeling are because of idolatry? 

 
I believe Kyle nails it. You know, the reality is if we had a first century 
Christian who lived in a world where most people around that believer were 
guilty of bowing down to idols, to graven images, who were guilty of idolatry 
in the way that Exodus 20 explicitly rules out and says avoid this at all cost? If 
they were in our presence, and they watched our lives, they would think to 
themselves, “You know what? They might think they have this whole idolatry 
thing down. And yet, they are bowing down and worshipping to all sorts of 
things other than the living God and they don’t even realize it.” 
 
The New Testament is full of other passages that deal with this issue of 
idolatry as well. I am going to read from 1 John 5:18-21. Remember, apostle 
John writes this beautiful letter and the whole letter is focused on loving God 
and loving people and recognizing that our God is love and how to grow in 
devotion and obedience to God. And here’s how he closes that entire letter. 
 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One 
who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm 
them. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole 
world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son 
of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know 
him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 



Then John closes his letter with these words:  
 

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 
The reality is we have a lot to learn from John in this letter. He saw it fit to 
close this entire letter – a beautiful letter, a powerful letter (I would 
encourage you to read all five chapters of this letter) – with this instruction 
and command to keep ourselves from idols. John knew something that God 
was clearly communicating all the way back with Moses and the Israelites in 
Exodus 20. That if we are not always on guard, if we are not careful each and 
every day, if we do not humble ourselves and submit ourselves to the living 
God and worship Him alone intentionally each day, we will get sucked into 
idol worship.  
 
The apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 3: 1-11 
 

Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is 
your[a] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which 
is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.[b] 7 You used 
to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must 
also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and 
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 
in all. 

 
Brothers and sisters, is Christ your all? Is Christ all to you? Now the good news is 
that we have a loving heavenly Father who in the book of James we learn that 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+3%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29522a
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every good and perfect gift comes down from our heavenly Father. Our Father 
loves to lavish His gifts, His blessings, His love on His children so we receive lots of 
wonderful things in our lives. Lots of blessings, lots of good things. And they are 
good things! And Paul, in one of his letters to Timothy said God gives us these 
things for our enjoyment! God gives us gifts, and blessings, and people, and 
possessions for our enjoyment. So, this message against idolatry is not that we 
have to take anything that is good and view it as a bad thing in some way. Or 
refuse to enjoy it or be kill-joys. That’s not it at all. And yet, so many good things – 
and the list of potential idols in your life and my life that I am about to read 
through – most of them on the surface are good things. They are blessings from 
our Father. And yet so many good things can become gods, idols in our life when 
we place too much importance on them. Or when we desire them more than we 
desire God. Or when we elevate them to a position in our life, whether it is 
through the use of our time, our energy, our focus, our resources, beyond where 
they ever should have gone. And in doing so, we are guilty of idolatry. Christ needs 
to be our all. Every day, Christ is our all. 
 
So, in his book, Idleman breaks down nine different idols into three different 
categories. He calls the categories these temples. So, the first category is the 
Temple of Pleasure. In the Temple of Pleasure we find the gods (or idols) of #1 
Food. Now, I don’t know for you, but for me this whole pandemic situation and the 
shutdown of so many fast food restaurants and drive-thru restaurants has been a 
challenging thing! I am one who enjoys the opportunity to swing through one of 
those drive-thrus to pick up some pizza for the family or to go out for a meal with 
my wife at Applebee’s or Leader, or something like that. I really enjoy good food 
with people that I love. And that’s a good thing. And yet, there are ways that food 
can become an idol for us. We hear of, and I can be guilty of, overeating. Gluttony 
is a sin. That’s a way that food can be elevated to a position in our life where it 
shouldn’t. Where we are just overeating consistently. And again, let me be the first 
to say that I am guilty of that sin. This is an area in my heart, in my life where God 
is at work that I need to grow in. 
 
Or we hear about, or maybe we engage in stress eating. That is something that I 
have been guilt of over the last 3+ months and I am guessing that many of you 
have as well. Where instead of taking that stress, those burdens, that concern and 



going to God as our source of release and peace and joy, we can turn to something 
like food and think well, this will help numb the pain. And momentarily, it does 
help numb the pain. Momentarily it gives us a release. It gives us some joy. Again, 
food is a good thing that God has given to us. He has given it to us to enjoy. And 
yet, God is the one that we should be going to when we are in seasons of high 
stress and difficulty and challenge, and asking Him to release us from those 
burdens, release us from that weight. Sometimes, we need the help of other 
brothers and sisters, or a really good counselor to come alongside us if some of 
these things have a strong grip on our heart, our mind, our life so that they can 
help us pursue the freedom from these idols. From this idol worship that we can 
get caught up in. So, food is one in the Temple of Pleasure. 
 
Sex. Now sex is one of God’s greatest gifts to mankind. Sex is one of God’s greatest 
gifts to a husband and a wife. It is a wonderful thing. It is a beautiful thing. And 
because it is one of God’s greatest gifts, it is one of the areas the enemy most 
forcefully attacks us in and tempts us in. He is constantly trying to lure us away 
from God’s design and His desire for sex. So, we see in our culture and many of us 
(and this has been a struggle in my life as well at points in time) struggle with 
addiction to pornography. Or we struggle with longings for men or women who 
are not our spouse. Or we have affairs. We have difficulties in this arena and sex 
becomes an idol in our life. This certainly is true of our culture as a whole. Sex is an 
idol.  
 
Or, what about entertainment as one of the gods or idols in the Temple of 
Pleasure? I have missed greatly all of the sporting events that I normally love to 
watch on my television screen. You know, when March Madness was just around 
the corner when the pandemic was hitting, our family was bemoaning the fact that 
we would not be able to gather around our television for days on end and watch 
these collegiate athletes play basketball against one another. Now again, it is not 
wrong for a family to gather around the television and watch a basketball game, or 
watch a football game, or watch a softball game, or soccer game. That is an okay 
thing to do! And that is a wonderful thing for many of you as families to do. And 
yet, I must admit that sports or other forms of entertainment at times take a place 
in my heart, my mind, my life that they do not belong. And every time that 
happens, I have crept over into idolatry without even realizing it. It is so subtle. 



The minute that the outcome of a Packer game dictates and determines my 
attitude for the rest of that day or maybe that week, I am off-track, and I need to 
repent of that idol. I need to turn from that idolatry and seek God’s forgiveness 
and grace so that the outcome of a game of a team that I am routing for is not the 
thing that is controlling my thoughts, my attitude, my actions toward other people. 
So, entertainment is another one of those areas where we can easily fall into the 
grip of idol worship. 
 
Idleman also has another category called the Temple of Power. Here we find the 
gods or idols of success and money and achievement. Now let me be clear on the 
front end, it is okay to work hard and desire to use all the gifts and talents, 
passions, abilities that God has built into you to do great things for His name and 
for His kingdom. That is what we ought to do. That is how we worship Him. So, in a 
sense, pursing “success” as a way of worshipping God and using everything He has 
given us to build up people around us, to build up the company that we are 
working for – all of those things – that is a good thing. And yet, in our culture 
again, so many of us get caught up in this race, in this pursuit of success. This 
pursuit of money. This pursuit of achievement where that becomes our god. 
Where we bow our knee and worship at the altar of success. Or we desire to have 
more and more wealth and money. Again, for those who are surrendered to Jesus 
Christ, making more money is a beautiful, wonderful, good thing because as God 
blesses you with more resources, you have a greater capacity to bless and care for 
and meet needs of people around you. You have a greater opportunity to impact 
what God is doing here in Cambridge and Isanti, and around the world as you have 
greater resources. So, it is not a wrong thing to have higher income or to work 
toward a higher income so long as you are surrendered to Jesus Christ and worship 
Him alone. And seek to use everything that God has entrusted to you, all of the 
resources that God has given to you for His honor and His glory.  
 
The same thing with achievement. Again, God can bless you and encourage you 
and work through you in a powerful way if all of your achievements are ways that 
you worship Him and Him alone. But as soon as those achievements are not…. And 
this is something that I am guilty of. In fact, just a couple of weeks ago, we were 
clearing out our old shed and my parents helped us buy a new bigger shed. So, one 
of the bins that was in our old shed was full of old trophies that I received probably 



starting when I was eight through my high school years. I got all of those trophies 
out and set them up on our front step. We have a little bench on our front porch, 
and I set them up there and admired those trophies. The reality is, I have been 
very guilty at all points throughout my life of patting myself on the back and 
thinking pretty highly of myself because of some of those achievements that God 
has allowed me to have. Rather than my achievements being a platform for 
worshipping God and bringing Him honor and glory, my achievements have been 
about me being honored and glorified in people’s eyes. And that is sin. I need to 
repent of that and turn from that so I can grow in my love for God and for others 
so that I can do what really matters. 
 
His final category is the Temple of Love. Here we find the gods or idols of romance, 
family, and me. The reality is, and again, I am not going to go into much depth in 
any one of those. But the reality is that romance with your husband or wife is a 
good thing. And yet, some of us get sucked into a world where we live in pursuit of 
romantic ideals and we have unrealistic expectations that we place on our spouses 
because of the books that we read or the movies that we are watching, what we 
see in the culture around us, where romance becomes for us an idol. We have 
unrealistic expectations that our husbands or wives could never meet, and it 
becomes a dividing point in our relationship with our spouse. 
 
Family. Family is a good thing. Family is a wonderful thing. In fact, at First Baptist a 
significant part of the Vision that God has called us into is that we are called to be 
family to those who need family. And yet, it is easy to elevate those who you are 
closest to a point of prominence in your life that they do not belong in. That only 
God belongs in. So, we need to be careful and cautious not to elevate family as a 
concept or members of our family to a position that they do not belong in. 
Ultimately, all of us on some level at some point in time, maybe currently, struggle 
with the worship of “me.” Really, that’s one of the main messages of our culture. 
One of the main messages of our enemy is “You need to look out for yourself! You 
need to take care of number one. If you are not using everything that you have to 
take care of yourself, to do what is right for you and by you, no one else will so you 
need to be ultimately concerned with caring for yourself.” So, we worship at the 
altar of “me.”  
 



You know, there are so many other idols that are present in your life and my life 
that again, many of them we might not even realize. I hear some of the younger 
ones that God has brought to my mind – I’m not going to unpack these at all – but 
this idol of fierce independence that exists in our country. When God calls His 
people to be totally dependent on Him and to be mutually dependent on one 
another, that goes directly against this idol of fierce independence where we are 
supposed to do everything for ourselves, by ourselves.  
 
Or this idol of pride in our knowledge. And because of the knowledge that we 
have, we all need to be seeking platforms where we are spreading that knowledge 
and educating other people and sharing with other people the great knowledge or 
wisdom that we have. Again, God might have blessed you with knowledge and 
wisdom, and I am not saying that it is wrong to share that. But we can be prideful 
and worship the altar of seeking a larger and larger audience to share our 
knowledge with. 
 
Or this idol of invincibility. That is something that we suffer from individually for 
some of us and that we suffer as a nation. Some of us have an idol of our nation. 
We elevate our nation to a place in our hearts and minds that it does not belong. 
We can be very thankful that God has given us the opportunity to be Americans 
and to grow up in this nation, and to love and serve people in this country, and 
pray for the good of this nation. Those are all good things. And yet, our nation is 
idols in some of our hearts and minds. We need to repent of that. 
 
Or we have the idol of political ideology. We see things one way, and everyone 
who sees it the opposite way is dead wrong, and we are going to work as hard as 
we can to show them how wrong they are. Or vice versa depending upon which 
side of the aisle you fall on. 
 
Or the idol of racial identity. Thinking more highly of ourselves or people like us 
because of our nationality, our heritage, our upbringing and looking down on 
people who come from a different background or have a different skin color or 
have grown up differently than we have. 
 



All of these, and so many more, can be idols that keep us from experiencing the 
way that God desired and designed us to live. Where we love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love one another as Jesus has loved us. That is 
what really matters. That is the life that really counts. So, may we be a people who 
repent of any and all idols in our life, who repent of the idolatry that so easily grips 
us, who come before our God who is loving, merciful and full of grace, and thank 
Him that He is in the process of cleaning us and transforming us and helping us to 
become more centered on Christ and better able to love other people. Let’s live 
lives that really matter. And let us repent continuously of any idolatry that we are 
guilty of.  
 
Let’s pray together. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this powerful word. And Holy Spirit, we 
once again thank you that you live in us and that you are well aware of any 
areas in our life that we need to repent of. I pray that you make our hearts 
tender, and our minds tender to the move that you want to do in us, 
revealing to us areas of idolatry. I could have gone on and on for hours of 
other areas of potential idolatry in our life. Ways that we bow down to or 
worship things or people or ideas rather than worshipping the one true living 
God. We repent of that. We want nothing to do with that way of living and 
thinking and believing any longer. We want to trust solely in you and worship 
you, God, and worship you alone. We want you to be the one who is the 
primary object of our affection. And we need help in doing that. We are so 
prone, and you knew we would be. That is why the first two Commandments 
specifically address this, and all throughout scripture a thousand different 
times you address this issue in the lives of your people. So, we want to be 
people who are wise, who are obedient, who are faithful to apply the Word 
that you have given to us this day. And we pray that you would be glorified in 
us as we do that, and that we would shine like stars in the heavens in this 
dark and perverse and wicked generation. Do that work in us, Lord. Help us 
to live for you and you alone. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 
Well, it has been a joy to have you worship with us. And to all of the dads, 
grandpas, and great-grandpas out there, I hope this has been a wonderful Father’s 



Day weekend for you and that you have lots of great time connecting with people 
in your life, your family members, and to be celebrated. We are praying for you. 
 
Again, next Sunday, JUN 28, we will be out on the south lawn at 9am and 10:30am. 
We would love to have you come. If you are not able to come, or do not feel safe 
coming yet, we will have an online worship service for you. So please join us online 
if you are not able to join us in person. 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

God, help us to be people who live for you and you alone, who worship you 
and you alone. Who receive all of the gifts and blessings that you want to 
pour into our lives with great joy, and enjoy them because that brings 
pleasure, a smile to our Father’s face. But to recognize that no thing and no 
one belongs in our lives where you belong. To keep all those things and this 
idolatry at bay by the power of your Holy Spirit. May be love you well and 
love people around us like you love us. We pray this in your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Be blessed in the name of Jesus Christ. 


