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Before we dive into this morning’s message, I do want to let you know that next 
Sunday, June 14, we will still have our online worship service opportunities 
available for all of you who are still staying at home, and for those who would like 
to come to First Baptist Church, we are going to hold two worship services out on 
our lawn, social distanced with all the safety guidelines in place, at 9am and at 
10:30am. It will be a great time of worshipping the Lord together. We are going to 
ask you all to follow the social distancing and other guidelines that are in place to 
keep everyone safe. And if you would like to come and just stay in your car, that’s 
okay too. If you are one that normally comes at 9:00am, we would encourage you 
to come at 9:00am. If you normally come at 10:30am, we would encourage you to 
come at 10:30am. That will help to balance out our numbers so that we don’t 
exceed that limit of 250 people. We are excited to gather together, and we have 
some very exciting things coming up in the weeks ahead that will both improve the 
quality of our online worship services and offer opportunities not too far down the 
road for people to begin gathering together again here at the church on Sunday 
mornings to worship Jesus Christ and have these services together. 
 
So, next Sunday, out on our lawn and in our parking lot at 9:00am and 10:30am we 
will worship together in addition to the online worship still being available for all of 
you who need to continue to worship online. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we turn to study God’s Word. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you so much that you have spoken to us. Even 
though these are tumultuous, difficult days we thank you that your Word 
gives us wisdom and guidance and insight for how to respond as the people 
of God in these days. I pray, God, that our hearts and minds would be tuned 
to you. That, Holy Spirit, you would be the one teaching us in this time. I do 



not want any of these words to be my words and anything that comes from 
Jared’s brain or mouth may fall away. But the words that come from you, 
Holy Spirit, the words that come from the living Word of God, may they build 
up, encourage, and help us all to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. We want 
to be your ambassadors. We want to live for you in the midst of these 
turbulent times in a way that brings you honor and glory. In a way that 
shares your love, your justice, your peace with all people. In ways that help 
us experience your kingdom here on earth. You taught us to pray, Jesus, that 
your kingdom would come, our Father’s kingdom would come, and His will 
would be done on earth as it is in heaven. And that is what we desire. We 
give ourselves to you in this time to you now, and we pray this in your name. 
Amen. 

 
We are in the middle of a series that originally was about the coronavirus. I have 
changed it slightly to not only include the coronavirus, but the events of these past 
two weeks. We are in dual crises right now. Very significant, very important world 
events, national events that are happening all around us. So, over the course of 
the weeks together as we continue through this series, I am going to do a little 
bouncing back and forth in terms of what God wants us to learn. How does God 
want to work in us and through us? What are the ways God wants us to become 
more like Jesus? How does He want us to be a part of bringing His kingdom to 
earth? All of those are part of this series. And this morning I am going to turn 
completely away from the coronavirus and talk about racism.  
 
The events of nearly two weeks ago in Minneapolis have, obviously, ignited 
protests and riots all over the country. And now to even other countries in our 
world. The morning I woke up on Memorial Day morning, the morning you woke 
up, we probably never imagined that Minneapolis and St. Paul would become the 
epicenter of events like these. And yet, here we are. 
 
Now when I share with you that I am going to talk about racism, I want to make it 
very, very clear on the front end here that I am so unqualified to talk about this. 
The reality is that I am a white guy who has grown up in predominately white 
churches and white communities. I have grown up in the middle class. I have not 
experienced the impact, the deep heartfelt impact of racism that so many people 



of color do in our nation. So, I am completely unqualified. In many ways, I would 
rather not speak out because of the reality that I do not understand personally 
what it is like to walk in the shoes of a person of color. And yet I must speak out. 
The Word of God compels me to speak on these issues. The Holy Spirit has laid a 
heavy burden on my heart to address them with you all. The teaching and example 
of Jesus Christ compel us as believers in Him, as followers of Him to address and 
consider and work through these issues in ways that bring Him honor and glory. 
Jesus’ perfect love for and willingness to die on a cross to give his life so that 
everyone, everywhere – people of every nationality and race – would experience 
the forgiveness and peace and salvation through Jesus Christ. Every person was 
deemed worthy of the Almighty God – perfect, loving, Holy God – shedding His 
blood and giving His life for them. Jesus’ ministry to the marginalized and 
oppressed compels me to speak on this and compels us to act. Jesus was 
constantly reaching out to the marginalized and oppressed in His society, in His 
day, and loving them, naming them, caring for them, and helping to address their 
needs and carry their burdens. So, those are the main reasons why I must speak 
out even though I feel so woefully unqualified. 
 
In addition to that, the love of my own family requires that I speak out. About four 
years ago, my brother Nathan and his wife, Kristin, brought two amazing young 
black men into their family – Gary and Dez. I love those two young men deeply! 
And as they are in their late teens and early 20s now, my heart breaks for the 
realities that they face on a daily basis that my sons will never have to think twice 
about if they don’t want to. So, the love of my own family compels me to speak.  
 
Now I want you to know that I have zero desire to preach on this issue to try to 
show how woke I am or how in tune with the events of the day I am, or to prove 
that I am not a racist. In fact, if I am being honest, and if most of my white 
brothers and sisters who are watching this video are being honest, I believe most 
of us will recognize that on some level or in some way – perhaps it is deep seeded, 
it is not something that we are even aware of – we have prejudices. In some way 
we are racist. And I will regretfully share a little bit more about my own struggles 
and my own understanding of some of those things in my life in a few moments. 
 



What I really want to do right now in this message and in this time in light of this 
subject is what James instructs us to do in his letter, chapter 1 verses 19-21: 
 

James 1:19-21 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because 
human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save 
you. 

 
I want to be quick to listen and slow to speak when it comes to this issue. I want to 
be one who relentlessly roots out and repents of all moral filth and the evil that is 
so prevalent in my life. The moral filth and evil that still grips me at times. I want to 
repent of that. I want to root it out, including biases that I either consciously or 
unconsciously hold. 
 
I was so blessed this past week to listen to an interview that Rev. Will Healy did on 
a podcast. Will was once a member of this church family, and his mother and sister 
are still currently a part of this church family. Will served for over two decades as a 
pastor at a church in Northfield. Then about seven years ago, he became the 
pastor at Park Avenue Methodist Church in Minneapolis. On this podcast Will was 
sharing some of his experiences of leading a multiracial church. A white man who 
probably had a lot of similarities to my growing up, was invited to serve in this role 
of a multiracial church. He was reflecting on the events of this past week and 
reflecting on what God had taught him over many years of his leadership and 
service at Park Avenue. I want to briefly share some of the things he shared in this 
podcast. You should find it yourself. It is from Emmaus Church and Will Healy. If 
you do a search on podcasts, I am sure that you will find it. But here are some of 
the things that he shared in that story. 
 
His first Sunday at Park Avenue, Cynthia Williams, who is a black woman, who is an 
Associate Pastor at the time, she was doing the welcome. And during the welcome 
and greeting, she said, “If you are visiting or are new to the church, please stand 
and introduce yourself.” After the service Will came up and told her, “Now where I 



come from, we don’t do that. We allow people to remain anonymous as long as 
they would like and when they are good and ready to raise their hand and be 
acknowledged then that is their call.” And Cynthia’s response was, “Well, that’s 
interesting. You see, where I come from people of color are invisible. One of the 
ways at Park Avenue we seek to make the invisible visible is by giving them a 
chance to identify themselves publicly.” Will’s response to her is, “Yeah, why don’t 
we do it that way.” 
 
He also relayed a story about a time when he was having breakfast with Steven 
Belton. Now, Steven was at the time a youth pastor, but he currently is the 
President and CEO of the Urban League Twin Cities. Will ventured a theory with 
Steven. As they were visiting over lunch, he threw out this theory he had 
developed that perhaps the issue was more about income inequality rather than 
racial inequality. And he said, “Well, as long as we are making the same amount of 
money, perhaps all of those other issues would simply go away. Maybe we do not 
have a problem. Maybe the problem is just the income inequality.” And Steven 
was gracious in his response in considering that theory that Will had shared. Then 
Steven shared with him, “I’m guessing that you have never been followed in a 
department store. I’m guessing that you have never had a white motorist lock 
their car doors when you cross the street in front of their vehicle.” And he went on 
to share 4 or 5 other examples that Will just could not relate to, that he had never 
experienced in his life. To point out the reality that this is not just an income 
inequality thing. There is a deep seeded thing here called racism that people like 
me have to deal with on a day-to-day basis. 
 
The reality is that it is easy for me to pass along some stories from Will in terms of 
ways God helped him to learn and grow in this area of understanding what is going 
on in our world and how to address it. How to combat the racism that surrounds 
us. But it is much harder for me to share my own. However, it is important that I 
do so. I am going to just share one story because this is not about me, but I do 
want to be honest and open and vulnerable with you. 
 
Back in the summer of 2001, I was a youth pastor at Christ Community Church in 
Shoreview, Minnesota. I was leading a small team of students and leaders from 
that area down to the inner city of Chicago to do a mission trip. While we were 



making out way to Chicago, we had a couple of things that held us up, so we 
arrived on the north side of Chicago, in the inner city, much later than I had 
originally anticipated or hoped that we would be there. I found the building of the 
ministry that we were being housed at and partnering with throughout the week, 
but I could not find a parking lot in front of or right behind the building. It was later 
at night and I was in an unfamiliar place, and we really did not know what to do. I 
tried to call, but it was so late at night no one was responding on the phone. So, 
eventually I found a parking lot about three blocks away from the entrance to this 
building. And I remember how fearful the members of our mission team were, 
about me having to walk three blocks to the entrance to this ministry’s building. 
And I remember that I was fearful. I remember that as I walked, seeing people on 
the sidewalks in that area, I was having fears and concerns about what one of 
them or a group of them might try to do to me. I didn’t realize until much later 
that those thoughts, those fears, and those concerns, while some of you might say 
those were very justified fears and concerns, the reality was that a lot of them 
came out of this place of prejudice. Of fear of the other. Of having images in my 
mind that do not belong there. If I was in a community that was predominately 
white and we arrived late at night in the exact same scenario, I am pretty 
confident that I would not have had those same fears and worries and concerns 
that I did on that night. So, that is just one of the many ways in events in my life 
that God has used to reveal to me that there is work to be done in my heart and in 
my life in this area. 
 
We all must not only be open to the reality that perhaps some of those things exist 
in us, but we must be open to the Holy Spirit and ask the Holy Spirit, plead with 
the Holy Spirit to reveal to us anything that is not of Jesus Christ so that we can 
root that out. So that we can repent of it. Turn from that and turn to Jesus. Be 
healed by the Holy Spirit. Be forgiven by the Holy Spirit. Be given the opportunity 
to make things right. To learn and grow. To grow in our love for others. To be 
willing to combat the prejudice or racism first and foremost that exists within us. 
And then we are in a place where we can better combat the racism that rules our 
nation. Even if you believe that you have zero racist bones in your body, not a fiber 
in your body, maybe you believe that you have zero prejudice or bias toward any 
race or any person, maybe you believe those things, but please be willing and 
ready to admit and confront the realities of the world and culture that we live in. 



Even if you are not aware of and you do not think there is anything in you that fits 
in that description of racism or prejudice or bias against people of color, you must 
admit, you must look at what is going on around us and admit that there is stuff 
going on in this world that is not right. We as white Americans must live very 
intentionally and engage very intentionally in this issue as the people of God. We 
must engage in this as the people of God. The Bible makes that clear. Let’s look at 
just some of the passages that speak to this issue. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-13 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the 
full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day 
of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. 

 
Our struggle is not against flesh and blood. There is not a single person that you 
have seen on any television or computer or phone screen over these last two 
weeks that you are at odds with, that you are wrestling against, that you are 
fighting against. Every person is made in the image of God. Every person is 
someone that God deemed worthy of the life of his Son. Every person is someone 
who is worthy to be loved, worthy to be forgiven, worthy of the grace and mercy 
of our God. Our struggle is not against flesh and blood. Our struggle, instead, is 
against the principalities and powers, the spiritual forces of evil. No believer can 
deny the existence of a spirit of racism in our nation.  
 
Now, you and I might argue and disagree about the power and the extent of those 
spiritual forces of evil when it comes to racism, but we all know that they exist. We 
all know that they exist. And because they exist, we as followers of Jesus Christ are 
compelled and required to take a stand and to go to war with those spiritual forces 
of evil. Satan comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. And the people of God stand 
against that work in every way that Satan, evil spirits, principalities, and powers 
are at work in this world. 



Listen to what Paul says to the believers in Rome. Probably the most, at least in 
that period of time, probably the most racially and socioeconomically city in the 
entire world. Listen to what Paul says to this diverse group of Roman believers 
who lived in incredible racial and socioeconomic diversity. 
 

Romans 12:9-18 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be 
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony 
with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with 
people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. 

 
In 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Paul writes this to another very diverse group of 
believers in a very diverse metropolitan area: 
 

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 
for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again. 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s 



ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

 
We have been given the ministry and message of reconciliation. Jesus is at work 
reconciling the whole world to himself and he wants to do that work of 
reconciliation through you and through me. This is not limited to racial 
reconciliation, but it certainly includes racial reconciliation. 
 
In Micah 6:8 the prophet is very direct: 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
To act justly, or as in other translations, to do justice. Justice requires action. We 
cannot just be wishfully thinking that all of these things would go away, and that 
racism would come to an end, that it would die out. No, we must be actively 
involved in seeing the justice of our God reign down on all people. God desires to 
do that work in us and through us. And we must love mercy and walk humbly with 
our God.  
 
So with the powerful truths of the love of Jesus for the oppressed and 
marginalized, the love of Jesus for people of color that would cause Him to go to 
the cross, and shed His blood, and die for each and every one of them, with that 
love ringing in our ears, and with the desire to be truly humble and to listen really 
well, to be quick to listen and slow to speak, and with the desire to glorify God 
through acting justly and loving mercy, let’s stop and listen to those who faces 
these realities every single day. Let’s lament and grieve and mourn with them. 
Let’s be willing to learn from them. To love them better. To combat racism every 
chance we get. And to become more like Jesus as we do. 
 
The reality is that there are hundreds of things that have been written in the last 
two weeks and in over many, many centuries that I could be sharing with you, 



reading with you. But I do want to take the rest of this time and turn over this mic 
to people of color – to black men and black women – so they can share with you 
and me the realities of their life and help us learn, and grow, and know better how 
we can love them and come alongside them and combat the racism that does exist 
in this nation still. Now, some of what they say you might not agree with, but 
please listen to them. There might be some things that are hard for you to hear 
and for me to hear, but please listen to them. Extend the love of Jesus to them by 
hearing what they have to say. I am going to begin by reading the well-known Billy 
Holiday song, “Strange Fruit.” 
 
 Southern trees bear a strange fruit 
 Blood on the leaves and blood at the root 
 Black bodies swingin’ in the Southern breeze 
 Strange fruit hangin’ from the poplar trees 
 
 Pastoral scene of the gallant South 
 The bulgin’ eyes and the twisted mouth 
 Scent of magnolias sweet and fresh 
 Then the sudden smell of burnin’ flesh 
 
 Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck 
 For the rain to gather 

For the wind to suck 
 For the sun to rot 

For the tree to drop 
 Here is a strange and bitter crop 
 
And let us not forget that scenes like that, lynchings like that are not too far in our 
history’s past.  
 
Reverend Cynthia Williams, who I referenced earlier, wrote in the light of what is 
going on in Minneapolis over these past two weeks, 
 

“Today my heart continues to break open. My heart breaks for our city. I was 
10 years old in Memphis when Dr. King was assassinated. That night 



Memphis burned. Not in the upscale enclaves, but in the very communities 
where the marginalized and oppressed live. As a 10-year old I could not 
understand why we would harm and wreak devastation to our very 
neighbors. The people we lived among and depended on for goods and 
services. Today I still struggle in sense-making. Yet I am aware that 
disenfranchisement, valuation, invisibility, and being not simply cast aside 
but thrown away smolders. The embers of rage and despair are always right 
beneath the surface waiting to be fanned into flames. As Dr. King said, ‘The 
riot is a language of the unheard.’” 

 
The next is a post I want to read that one of our church members, Dennis, sent to 
me. Here is a picture, first, of this young man and his daughter and his dog, and his 
name is Shola Richards. Here is what he wrote on his Facebook page: 
 

Twice a day I walk my dog, Ace, around the neighborhood with one or both 
of my girls. I know that doesn’t seem noteworthy, but here is something that 
I must admit. I would be scared to death to take these walks without my girls 
and my dog. 
 
(And you can see from this picture that this is a middle class, suburban 
neighborhood. But I don’t know where.) But he goes on. 

 
In fact, in the four years of living in my house, I have never taken a walk 
around my neighborhood alone, and probably never will. Some of you may 
read that and think I am being melodramatic or that I am playing the “race” 
card. But this is my reality. When I am walking down the street holding my 
young daughter’s hand and walking my sweet, fluffy dog, I am just a loving 
dad and a pet owner taking a break from the joylessness of the crisis 
homeschooling. But without them by my side, almost instantly, I am 
morphed into a threat in the eyes of some white folks. Instead of being a 
loving dad with two little girls, unfortunately, all that some people can see is 
a 6’ 2” athletically-built black man in a cloth mask who is walking around in a 
place where he doesn’t belong. Even though I am still the same guy who just 
wants to take a walk through his neighborhood. It is equal parts exhausting 
and depressing to feel like I can’t walk around outside alone for fear of being 



targeted. If you are surprised by this, don’t be. We live in a world where 
there is a sizeable amount of people who actually believe that racism is not a 
thing and that white privilege is a made-up fantasy to be politically correct. 
Yet, even despite George Floyd, Christian Cooper, Ahmad Arbory, Brionna 
Taylor, and countless other examples before them and the many to come 
afterward, some people still don’t seem to get it. So let me share some 
common-sense points. 
 

1) Having white privilege doesn’t mean that your life isn’t difficult. It 
simply means that your skin color isn’t one of the things contributing to 
your life difficulties. Case in point, if it never crossed your mind that you 
could have cops calling you, or worse, be killed for simply bird 
watching, then know that that is a privilege that many black and brown 
people, myself included, don’t currently enjoy. 
 

2) Responding to “Black Lives Matter” by saying “All Lives Matter” is 
insensitive, tone deaf, and dumb. All lives can’t matter until black lives 
matter. 
 

3) Racism is very real. And please don’t dilute yourselves into thinking it is 
limited to the fringes of the hardcore AMAGA crowd. As Amy Cooper 
proved, it’s just as prevalent in liberal America as it is anywhere else.  
 

4) While racism is real, reverse racism is not. Please do not use that term. 
 

5) In order for racism to get better, white allies are absolutely critical. If 
you are white and you have read this far, hopefully you care enough to 
be one of those allies. Please continue to speak up despite some of 
your friends and family rolling their eyes at you because your voice 
matters to people of color now more than ever. 
 

6) If you are white and are still choosing to be silent about this, then I 
honestly don’t know what to say. If these atrocities won’t get you to 
speak up, then, honestly, what will? As for me, I will continue to walk 
these streets holding my 8-year old daughter’s hand in hopes that she 



will continue to keep her daddy safe from harm. I know that sounds 
backward, but that’s the world we are living in these days. 

 
One more piece from Courtney Ariel, a black woman who writes for Sojourners. 
 

I have been asked by two dear friends, “How I can be a stronger ally?” 
 
(This was actually written three years ago, but it is so appropriate 
today.) 
 
Being a slow, emotional processor that I am I wanted to spend some 
time with this before I answered them. I surely appreciate and love 
these two individuals, and I appreciate their vulnerability in asking me 
this question. I am not going to do much coddling here. I don’t know 
that I believe that love requires coddling. Here are six things you can do 
to be stronger allies.  
 
Maybe choose one of these as an action step for you to take in 
addressing and combatting racism. 
 
1) Listen more. Talk less. You don’t have to have something to say all 

the time. You don’t have to post something on social media that 
points to how liberal or aware or cool or good you are. You are a 
lovely human, and amazing. You have also had the microphone for 
most of the time. For a very long time. And it will be good to give the 
microphone to someone else who is living a different experience 
than your own. 
 

2) For one out of every three opinions or insights shared by a person of 
color in your life, try to resist the need to respond with a better or 
different insight about something that you read or listened to as it 
relates to their shared opinion. Try to just listen and sit with 
someone else’s experience. When you do share in response to 
someone who has shared with you it can sometimes, not always, feel 
like whitesplaining. Meaning to explain or comment on something in 



an overly confident or condescending way. This adds to the silencing 
of the voices of the people of color. 
 

3) Being an ally is different than simply not wanting to be racist. Thank 
you for that, by the way. Being an ally requires you to educate 
yourself about systemic racism in this country. 
 
I have been so blessed over the last year or two to read “Just Mercy” 
by Bryan Stevenson and to be in a seminar that he lead in the Twin 
Cities for pastors a little over a year ago. I have been blessed to 
watch the movie by the same name. I have been blessed to see the 
documentary “13th.” And when I say blessed, all of these are really 
hard things to read and to see and to consider. They are really painful 
things to look at. And yet, God has used them to deepen my 
understanding about these issues and to deepen my commitment to 
fight against them. And to love people of color better. And I could go 
on and on. And she could go on and on with other lists and movies. 
There’s an HBO documentary on Bryan Stevenson’s work. All of those 
are great places to start and you can go really far from there with 
lots of other good things. 
 
She goes on to say, Use your voice and influence to direct the folks 
who walk alongside you in real life, or follow you on the internet, 
toward the voice of someone who is living a marginalized, 
disenfranchised experience. 
 

4) Please try not to “I can’t believe that something like this would happen 
in this day and age” your way into being an ally when atrocities like the 
events in Charleston, South Carolina and Charlottesville, Virginia (and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota) happen. People of color have been aware of 
this kind of hatred and violence in America for centuries. And it belittles 
our experience for you to show up 300 years late to the oppression 
party suddenly caring about the world. Don’t get me wrong. I welcome 
you. I want you to come into a place of awareness. However, your 
shock and outrage at the existence of racism in America echoes the fact 



that you have lived an entire life with the luxury of indifference about 
the lives of marginalized and disenfranchised folks. Please take several 
seats. 
 

5) Ask when you don’t know, but do the work first. This has nuanced some 
marginalized, disenfranchised folks who will tell you not to ask them 
anything. Don’t be offended by that. Folks are tired and that is 
understandable because it is exhausting to be a marginalized person in 
this world. However, there is something special that happens within 
human connections and relationships. In a nutshell, don’t expect for 
people to educate you. Do the work to educate yourself. Ask questions 
within relationships that feel safe and do so respectfully. 
 
I think this last one might be especially difficult for some of you and me to 
hear. 
 

6) And finally, stop talking about color blindness. It is not a thing. Color 
blindness is totally impossible in a nation whose land was taken from 
the indigenous inhabitants through an attempt at genocide and horrific 
colonization. The same nation that enslaved humans and exploited 
them in every imaginable way, built a nation on their backs, hung them, 
hunted them, and for centuries kept them from their basic inalienable 
rights and still does. The same nation that exploits and deports 
immigrants who are promised refuge within the American Constitution. 
The same nation that incarcerate Japanese Americans during World 
War II and continues to promote bigotry, exclusion, and violence. This 
nation that allows Swastika wearing, Confederate flag toting, 
antisemitic racists to have a platform for their hate. The same nation 
that promised religious freedom yet targets those who do not believe 
in a white capitalist Jesus. I love Jesus. And I promise Jesus was not 
white. Literally brown and wonderfully Jewish and would never have 
been a capitalist. It will never be possible for us to be color blind. And 
we shouldn’t ever want to be.  
 



Sometimes living with privilege can disillusion us into thinking that being 
community with other humans doesn’t require work. This is a lie. It 
requires a great deal of work. And all of that work requires being a human 
and trying to love other humans well. I believe that this is a holy work. The 
work of justice and the pursuit of it. It doesn’t need an audience and it will 
not always have one. It will happen most days in ways that will not be 
seen. It might be providing a meal or shelter. Listening. Using your 
particular area of expertise to help someone in need of that expertise who 
might not have access to it otherwise. Paying a family’s rent for a month, if 
you have the resources to do so, or marching at a rally with marginalized 
folks alongside other allies. There may not always be a practical, tangible 
way to pursue this work but I believe you will know it when you meet it 
face to face. However it looks, it will be something you do without 
needing to be thanked or receive praise. You are not a savior. 
Marginalized disenfranchised folks can and will survive without you. 
However, I urge you to pursue this work knowing that a system of white 
privilege afforded you access to opportunities while denying them to so 
many others. Above all, I urge you to keep trying. You are going to make 
mistakes. Expect this. But keep showing up. Be compassionate. Lead with 
empathy always. Keep learning and growing. If you do this, I truly believe 
you will be doing the work of an ally. 
 

And if you do that, you will be a whole lot like our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Again, some of those things are hard to hear and hard to process. But I hope and 
pray that you will consider the viewpoint of a sister in Christ, sisters in Christ, 
brothers in Christ, who experience these things in their daily life. And I pray that 
you, alongside me, will commit to growing in our understanding to addressing 
prejudice and bias and racism in our own hearts and lives, and standing shoulder 
to shoulder with people of color, combating racism everywhere it exists.  
 
Let’s pray together. 
 

God, this is a work that only you can do. And yet so often throughout history, 
in fact, most often throughout history, you do works like this through your 
people. You bring peace, reconciliation, healing, and love to bear on the lives 



of oppressed and marginalized people through your church and we thank 
you for that. We praise you for that.  
 
We thank you for what has been happening in Minneapolis and St. Paul over 
this last week as your church has risen up as we have gone down and cared 
for people whose lives and businesses have been torn apart. We pray for 
George Floyd’s family as we have cried and wept over those who are grieving 
and mourning. I thank you for the ways your church is rising up.  
 
And we want to be part of the solution, God. Not part of the problem. So, we 
humble ourselves before you and ask you, Holy Spirit, to examine our hearts 
and our minds. Reveal to us anything – whether it be conscious or 
subconscious – anything that is not of you. Give us the courage to repent of 
that, to turn from that, and to turn to Jesus Christ. To learn from Him how to 
love everyone well and to learn from Him how to engage in this battle that 
rages around us where we stand up wearing the full armor of God and 
combat evil, combat racism everywhere it exists. Help us to know how to do 
that individually, God. Help us to know how to do that corporately, for your 
honor and glory, for the building of your kingdom, and for the lives and sake 
of those who are marginalized and oppressed. We want to do this for you, 
Jesus. Help us, Holy Spirit. We pray these things in your name. Amen. 
 

On Wednesday I sent out an all-church email with some practical ideas for how 
you can respond to what is going on in Minneapolis and what is going on around 
our nation. I hope you will read that and take some steps. (Attached.) 
 
On Tuesday night the Board will be meeting, and we will be talking about ways 
that we can respond as a congregation. I am guessing that there will be an 
opportunity provided for you to give financially to help in the rebuilding of the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul neighborhoods that were torn apart.  
 
We also want to give you the opportunity to continue your journey learning and 
growing. So, beginning next Sunday night at 7pm, there will be a class that will be 
offered online that will be using RightNow Media. So, if you do not have an 
account with RightNow Media, contact the church office this week. We will get 



you set up with an account. But, it is a Tony Evans study on these issues and we 
would love to have you join us over the next six weeks as we go through that study 
together on Sunday nights at 7pm.  
 
Let me bless you in the name of Jesus Christ to do the work that He has called us 
to. 
 

Lord Jesus, we want to follow your example and love all people well and push 
back against the forces of evil that exists in this world. Especially this evil 
called racism. Help us to do that by your name, by your love, and by your 
power. I pray this blessing over my brothers and sisters right now in your 
matchless, and wonderful, and life-giving, and healing, and powerful name, 
Jesus. Amen. 


