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It is a joy to be worshiping the Lord together here at First Baptist Church!  
 
I do want to remind you as most of you probably read or saw in light of the 
Governor’s order that went into effect a midnight Saturday morning, we are 
having all of our services in all our locations onsite be mask required spaces. So, 
we will continue to have for the Traditional service, the Multipurpose room as our 
primary overflow space. And then for our Contemporary service, the Sanctuary will  
be the primary overflow space, and downstairs (at least for the time being) the 
youth rooms will also be an overflow space. Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall, 
because of the Multipurpose room now being overflow space, we are not going to 
be using that room as it will remove a room that we have to clean between 
services. 
 
If you are still wondering about coming, I just got an email from one of our sisters 
saying, “We are still feeling like we need to worship from home.” Blessings on you 
as you do that. That is okay. Wherever you are worshiping with us on Sunday 
mornings, we are glad that you are worshiping with us in spirit, heart, and mind 
even if you are not physically present with us. 
 
Also, we are continuing to work through the technology that has been installed 
and a system of this size usually takes some time to work through some of the 
bugs. So, if you have been worshiping with us from home and you noticed some of 
those things, we are working on it and thank you for your prayers and patience 
with us. In the weeks ahead, things will continue to improve as we work through 
those. 
 



Again, all ages of children are present with us for the entire service because right 
now we are not doing early childhood or Children’s Church. So, as children and 
families are here, know that you are welcome to be comfortable with those kids 
making noise, moving around, and all those kinds of things. We expect kids to be 
kids when they are here at church so do not feel any pressure to quiet them or 
keep them perfectly still. 
 
Finally, as I have said for the past several weeks, you can continue to give online, 
you can continue to mail in your offering checks if you choose to do it that. If you 
bring something with you on Sunday morning, we do have some boxes that are 
out in the lobby that you can drop your offerings in when you are here. Again, 
thank you for the ways that you are being part of God’s work here and around the 
world through giving generously of what God has entrusted to you. It is amazing to 
watch God pour out so richly, so generously through all of you. I could share story 
after story after story of the impact that your gifts are making for the Kingdom of 
God and the difference it is making in the lives of people in this church, in this 
community, and to the ends of the earth through our missionary partners.  
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we are so thankful for your great love for us. We are so thankful for the 
ways that you are leading us and guiding us and blessing us, the ways that 
you are encouraging us and transforming us in this season. We look forward 
to all that you have instore for us as we continue to pursue you, love you, 
and serve you together. We pray, Lord, that you would be glorified now as 
we give ourselves to you, as we offer this worshipful praise music to you, as 
we worship you through the study of your Word, as we give generously to 
you as we serve you in this church and in this community. We pray that you 
would be glorified and that you would use these gifts to do great things for 
your name and for your kingdom so that your Gospel can continue to be 
spread here and around the world. We ask these things in Jesus’ holy name. 
Amen.   
 

One more brief announcement which is really something to look forward to. Next 
Sunday will be the first Sunday in four months where we are together and will be 
taking communion together. It will look different than communion has looked in 



the past. But we are excited to be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together. I had a 
question from Liz Healy this week saying, “For those of us who are out in the 
parking lot in our cars, will there be a way for us to take communion?” I do not 
know what that will look like, but YES we will figure that out so that if you are 
anywhere on the property, and you make yourself known that you are somewhere 
on the property, we will make sure that you will have an opportunity to take the 
Bread and the Cup with us next Sunday. So, that is something to look forward to. 
 
If you are someone who is young, or young at heart and you would like to keep 
track of the words of the day as a way to stay engaged, listen for any name of God 
and Lonely or Loneliness. Today we are going to look at the Vision that God has 
given us for this season of life and ministry at First Baptist Church, and in light of 
what is unfolding around us in these global and national and local crises, how God 
has given us a vision that He wants to use to do great things for his name and his 
kingdom – great things in the lives of people around us – because that is one of the 
primary things that God has asked us to. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are God Almighty. That you rule and 
reign over all. We are here to worship you. What a joy to lift your name on 
high, to sing these hymns that have had so much meaning in our lives over 
the years as we have lifted them to you. I thank you that you hear them and 
delight in your people. You inhabit the praises of your people as we gather 
and worship you.  
 
Father, I think you for all my brothers and sisters who are gathered right now 
worshiping you – many in this building, some in the parking lot, some in their 
homes. I thank you for the joy and privilege of worshiping you as one church. 
I pray, Lord, that you would be glorified in us as we come to you now in your 
Word, eager to hear what you have to teach us, eager to step into what it 
means to be your Body, excited about the ways that you want to work in us 
and through us to bring your love, your hope, your Good News, your 
salvation to people around us. And we pray, Lord, that now by the power of 
your Holy Spirit help each one of us become a little bit more like Jesus Christ 



than we were before we walked in here. We pray this in His matchless holy, 
mighty name. Amen. 

 
So, last Sunday I shared a couple of slides that I am going to reference again here. 
When we think about them and look at the condition of the world around us and 
people around us, we are all well aware that if you look from here back six months 
ago, there are more needs apparent all around us. Most people are far less 
hopeful now then they were six months ago. There is more suffering in people’s 
lives around the world. People feel less secure in their lives. People are dealing 
with more fear. There is less hope. And people have more spiritual questions. 
 
I did not have anyone between last Sunday and this Sunday who debated that or 
wanted to say, “I do not think that is true.” I think we are all in agreement that 
these things are true. We might disagree in the severity of these things, but I think 
that we are all in agreement that that is reality for so many people today.  
 
This next slide showed the Google search popularity of “Is God Real?” and how  
three separate times since the pandemic hit that this has hit 100% popularity, 85% 
and 81% popularity and climbing.  
 

 
 
That is, again, indicative of people searching for answers. People searching for 
hope. People wanting to know and believe that there is a God who can come 
through in a season like this, care for them and their families, protect them, meet 
their needs, and help them to experience some sense of peace and hope and 
security in these days. So, that is a little bit of the state of the world around us and 



many of us, because of those realities, we are a little bit discouraged or we are 
feeling worn down or overwhelmed, or we wonder, “Okay, God, what is it that you 
are trying to do?” 
 
A friend of mine sent me a tweet yesterday that said, “Is it possible that 2020 is 
just some sort of giant ‘I gotcha?’ This is all some sort of mirage with everything 
that has been happening around us. We have just been living in someone else’s 
scenario and we are going to get to the end of this at some point in time where 
someone will say, “This was all a joke. Everything is fine!” I think that is what some 
of us hope. So, we look to God and say, “What is going on here?” 
 
One of the passages from our Bible Reading and Prayer Plan this last week is from 
Acts 17. (Which if you have not been following along with us, we are working our 
way through the New Testament this summer and you can find the Bible Reading 
and Prayer Plan on or website. Or, if you would like a hard copy of it, please email 
or call the main church office and we will send you one of those.) But from Acts 
17:22-28, Paul addresses some of the kinds of questions that you and I might be 
wrestling with. Some of the kinds of questions that might be illustrated by those 
who are searching for answers to “Is God Real?” 
 
Acts 17:22-28 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People 
of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I 
walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So, you are 
ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you. 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is 
the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by 
human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed 
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that 
they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move 



and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’ 

 
Let me read verses 26 and 27 again. 
 

26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and 
the boundaries of their lands. 

 
God appointed YOU to live in the United States of America in 2020. God appointed 
you to be here in this day, in these trials, in this season. God appointed every 
person who is alive on the face of the planet to be walking through this stuff 
together. God appointed the nations that exist in our world today to exist now for 
his purposes. And verse 27 reminds us what that purpose is. 
 

27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 

 
God appointed you and I. God appointed every person on the face of this planet to 
be alive today, to live in the nations that they live in today, so that men and 
women, students and children would cry out to God. Would seek God. There is a 
promise in scripture that those who genuinely seek God will find Him because God 
is simultaneously right now pursuing a relationship with everyone on the face of 
this planet. God desires to have a life-giving, life-saving intimate love relationship 
with every single person. So, what is going on around us is not a surprise to God. It 
did not catch God off guard.  
 
I do not believe that God is the cause of this pandemic, but God is at work in this 
pandemic. God is at work in these trials. God is at work in this turmoil seeking to 
draw people unto himself. Desiring to bring more and more people into his family, 
into his Kingdom. More and more people into that life-saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. As we look at last Sunday, the mission of First Baptist Church is 
helping people know, love, and become like Jesus. People all around us, people all 
over the world need to know, love, and become like Jesus! This is what we do as a 
church. This is our purpose. This answers that question, “What are we individually 
and as a body of believers committed to doing day-by-day, month-by-month, year-



by-year?” This mission does not change! This has been the mission of the big “C” 
Church since Jesus said to his disciples, “Now go and make disciples of all nations, 
teaching them everything that I have commanded you, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” We have our own way of 
capturing that in language of helping people know, love, and become like Jesus. 
But in every church of Jesus Christ this is a shared mission that we all have. 
 
Now, you get to the question of what is our Vision? And our Vision is a longer 
statement, a document describing the times that we live in and what God wants to 
do is us and through us in this season. So, the Vision helps us to understand in light 
of our Mission what in this season are some of the things that we are primarily 
focusing on? What does our Mission look like in this season? The summary 
statement of that Vision is: 
 

“As we seek God, He will form us to become increasingly Christ-like 
and to be family to those who need family.” 

 
It answers those questions, “Where is God taking us as a church family in this 
season? What kind of future does God desire to create through us in the 
community that He has planted us in and through our missionaries to the ends of 
the earth? What is God doing? What flavor? What picture is He bringing into 
reality through you and through me as we help people know, love and become like 
Jesus?” Here is what I would say to you brothers and sisters. Back in 2017, when a 
group of us were meeting to discern what God’s vision was for this next season of 
life and ministry at First Baptist Church, not a one of us had any clue what 2020 
would bring! None of us had any idea that there would be a global pandemic. That 
there would be racial tensions and riots in our country. That there would be huge 
economic downfalls. None of us had any clue! 
 
I was hoping that Ryan Nelson would know this was coming, but apparently, he is 
not a prophet who can foretell the future three years in advance. So, I have given 
up on him looking for future-telling for our times. But none of us on that team had 
any idea that this was coming. Do you know who did? Our God did! Our God did. 
And the Vision that He gave us, I believe, had this season and what will come after 



this in mind because it speaks so directly into the need of the hour. The need of 
people’s lives. The suffering that we see going on all around us. 
 
One of the primary things that we sense that God wanted us to address was this 
issue of loneliness and isolation. The reality is that in our world more and more 
people, though we are more digitally connected than we ever have been before 
and can have hundreds of connections of followers of people that you are 
conversing with online, fewer and fewer of us appreciate and enjoy real, deep, 
intimate connections face to face with other people. And the reality is that in this 
season, that loneliness crisis in this trial and season of tribulation has only gotten 
worse. 
 
Now, we looked at these statistics last fall as we are looking at the year that we 
are currently in in our Vision journey, but these are findings from research done by 
Cigna in MAY 2018 and a YouGov poll from AUG 2019: 
 

• Nearly half of Americans sometimes or always feel alone (46%) or left out 
(47%) 

• One in four Americans (27%) rarely or never feel as though there are people 
who really understand them 

• Two in five sometimes or always feel that their relationships are not 
meaningful (43%) and that they are isolated from others (43%) 

• One in five (20%) report that they rarely or never feel close to people 

• One around half of Americans (53%) have meaningful in-person social 
interactions, such as having an extended conversation with a friend or 
spending quality time with family, on a daily basis 

• Generation Z (adults age 18-22) is the loneliest generation and claims to be 
in worse health than older generations 

• 22% of Millennials said that had 0 friends 

• Loneliness tends to increase markedly after age 75 (After that age, many 
times your spouse dies. Friends of yours begin to die.) 

 
So, at both ends of the spectrum, and everywhere in between, people feel alone! 
They feel isolated. They feel like they have to figure things out on their own 
because there is no one really there for them. 



Well, I want to update you on some of these same statistics. There is another 
study that Cigna did in JAN 2020 with over 20,000 people. 
 

• 61% of those surveyed are lonely (up 7% in less than 2 years!) 

• Americans reporting good mental health is down 5% from 2018 

• The loneliness epidemic fuels the mental health crisis that our nation is 
facing 

 
We have a significant mental health crisis happening all over our country and one 
of the primary drivers of that is loneliness epidemic because in times of emotional 
distress, what do you need? What do I need? A friend! People! I need someone 
who says to me, “Jared, you are not alone in this. Jared, I love you. Jared, I am 
praying for you. Jared, here is what reality is. I know that this is what you are 
feeling and thinking, but here is what is really true. Jared, I will walk with you 
through this trial and you are enduring.” So, because we feel isolated and alone 
and so many people around us feel isolated and alone, that just feeds into some of 
the mental health issues that many of us struggle with. 
 
As you can imagine, this study was from JAN 2020. Guess what was not happening 
in JAN 2020 in the United States? None of the craziness that has been going on in 
this country over the last six months. So, if you do a search right now for the 
loneliness crisis on the web you will find headlines and articles like these: 
 

• “How the Coronavirus Pandemic Fuels America’s Loneliness Epidemic” – U.S. 
News & World Report, 4/7/20 

• “A Loneliness Epidemic: Quarantine is harder without our normal distractions 
from everyday loneliness” – Psychology Today, 4/29/20 

• “COVID-19 Is Making America’s Loneliness Epidemic Even Worse” – Time, 
5/8/20 

 
God has given us a Vision and He gave this Vision to us a few years ago, but this 
Vision speaks directly into the need of the hour for the people of God to be friends 
and family to people who feel utterly alone. This season of pandemic and of 
lockdown and isolation has only intensified and made worse what was already a 
really significant, really bad problem. So, God has given us this Vision that as we 



seek Him, He will form us inwardly in our character and our heart, words, and 
actions to become increasingly Christ-like and that will propel us to be family to 
those who desperately need someone to love them and care for them and be 
family.  
 
So many people today are lonely, isolated, scared, angry, confused, desperate, 
sad, struggling, and at the end of their ropes…. The reality is that that is not just 
true out in the world, that is true of people right here in the church. I have spoken 
with some of our brothers and sisters who this past four months has been 
extremely difficult for them. And many of them even prior to this felt lonely and 
isolated. We have an incredible opportunity to come alongside them, love them, 
care for them, and bless them in this extended season of loneliness and isolation. I 
believe that if we are willing to do this, if we are willing to pursue God and become 
like Jesus and be family to those who need family, we will see an incredible 
outpouring of the Spirit of God on His church and on this community where many 
will be revived in their faith in God and many who do not know Jesus Christ will 
place their faith in Him. 
 
My son, Micah (and now I am going to owe him $5.00 because I named him in a 
message), was sharing with me last week. Have you ever heard of the “Cheese 
Hand?” I had not either, so do not feel bad! When you are playing tag, apparently 
kids now days sometimes call out that so-and-so has the “Cheese Hand.” What 
that means is in a sense, that person is “it,” but it is worse that being “it” because 
they have the “Cheese Hand.” They have a stinking, rotting, moldy hand that is 
cheese and anyone they touch turns into stinking, rotting, moldy cheese. So, not 
only do kids run away from them because they are afraid of being “it,” kids run 
away from them because they do not want to be turned in to stinking, rotting 
cheese that no one else wants to be around. I believe in this day that so many 
people feel like they have the “Cheese Hand.” They do not know why. They cannot 
explain it, they do not fully understand it, but so many people feel like, “Why isn’t 
there anyone who is pursuing a relationship with me? Why isn’t there anyone who 
is calling to check in on me? Why does it seem like no one wants to be around me? 
That I am not worthy of people investing their time, their energy, their life in?” 
Maybe it is people who have family, extended family, and who at times had close 
friends. Yet in this season, they do not think anyone really, genuinely cares about 



them. That is why most people in these circumstances dealing with these issues 
hide it very well. They do not want to be the person with the “Cheese Hand” so 
they walk around with that hand behind their back desperate for someone to look 
them in the eye and say, “I love you! You are not an ‘untouchable.’ You are not 
someone who is cast aside. You are not someone who is invisible. You are not 
someone who is ignored. I love you and want to have a relationship with you. I 
want to be a friend with you.” Someone who will embrace them and care for them 
and be that source of God’s love, mercy, comfort, peace, and friendship in their 
lives. 
 
The reality is, the only one who is the true answer to all of this is Jesus Christ! 
Amen? He is the one who is the answer for all of this because there will be times in 
our life where we will feel isolated or alone. Or maybe we will actually be isolated 
or alone. But you are never alone because Jesus is always right there with you! He 
never leaves you! He never forsakes you! Remember the song we learned when 
we were kids, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands?” 
 
 He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

He’s got the whole wide world in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
 
He’s got you and me brother in His hands. 
He’s got you and me sister in His hands. 
He’s got all of God’s children in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

 
Do we believe that? Do we believe that? You see, if we believe the truth and the 
words of that song, then we recognize that we are never alone. That God always 
has us right in His hands. AND if we believe the truth of the words of that song, we 
will be motivated to be the hands of Jesus Christ. To be the presence and love of 
Jesus Christ in the lives of people who desperately need a touch from our Lord. 
Now, He is already there in their life, through his Holy Spirit, loving them, caring 
for them, wooing them. They might not recognize that. But you know what? So 
many people need Jesus with skin on. So many people need someone like you or 



me to be Jesus with skin on for them to love them and care for them and meet 
their need in that hour – that need for friendship, that need for connection. 
 
“As we seek God, He will form us to become increasingly Christ-like and to be 
family to those who need family.” What people really need is someone to express 
genuine interest in them, ask good questions, listen really well, be open to 
friendship, and become family to them through the love of Jesus Christ. One of our 
brothers who is in this room (now do not look around) early on in the midst of this 
Vision journey when we began sharing this statement with the congregation, his 
response was, “Well, Pastor Jared, I have got my family and we love one another 
and do not feel like I have anyone who needs me to be family to them. Like, that 
part does not hit home with me.” Hopefully, over the past several years, you now 
have a greater understanding through this message of what that means. You might 
have a wonderful family! You might have great connections and a network of 
friends and people who love you and support you. You might feel like you have all 
those needs met and you might think that the people me that it does not seem like 
they have that need in their life. But let me tell you, there are people who live near 
you, or work with you, or you have played sports with, or you play cards with, or 
you have some sort of connection with who need you to be Jesus with skin on to 
them, and who need you to be family to them. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to 1 John 4. In this passage the apostle John is again reminding 
us and helping us to understand more the love of God for us and what it means to 
be a people of love because our God is love. And how to live out this love. I think 
this text is so meaningful and important for us in this journey of seeking God, 
becoming more like Christ, and being family to those who need family. 
 
1 John 4:7-17 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how 
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 



one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us 
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 

 
John says the way that you know that when you stand before Almighty God, the 
judge of everyone, the way that you can have confidence, is hearing the message, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant. Come live with me for all eternity. Enjoy the 
amazing, glorious new heaven and new earth. Rule and reign with me.” The way 
that you have confidence is that is what you will hear. That in this world, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit in you, you are like Jesus. You and I are both like Jesus in 
the ways that we love and care for people who desperately need Jesus. Whether 
they realize it or not, they desperately need the love, mercy, grace, forgiveness, 
comfort, and power of Jesus in their lives. That is what God wants to do through 
you and through me. For us to be like Jesus in this lost, crazy, confusing, broken, 
and dark world that we live in. 
 
So, where is God leading us? What kind of future does He desire to create through 
us? God desires to create a future where thousands of people in this surrounding 
area know beyond a shadow of a doubt that there is someone in their lives who 
loves them, who is being family to them in word, in time, and in action. Thousands 
of people who know there is someone there for them, who is checking in on them, 
who is helping to meet their needs. Thousands of people who know that there are 
a lot of people at First Baptist Church – and I do not maybe agree with what they 
believe, but man, do they love well! They serve so compassionately. They are so 
intentional about asking me how I am doing, reaching out to me, and making sure I 
am loved and cared for. My belief of what God is wanting to do in us and through 
us is that thousands of people would be able to share testimonies like that 



because of the work God is doing through you and through me as we seek Him, 
become more like Christ, and be family to those who need family.  
 
I believe that the importance of the Vision that God has given us has been 
multiplied many times over for the last four, five, six months. I am so thankful for 
and excited about each one of you being on this journey with me! There are going 
to be people that I am effective at loving, caring for, serving, and reaching out to in 
our neighborhood. The connections we have with other adults through our boys, 
people that come in off the street into First Baptist Church. There are going to be 
people that God uses me to reach and love and become family to. But there are 
people that I cannot reach in that way who God wants you to reach, you to love, 
you to serve, you to become family with. So, for God’s Vision to become reality as 
we move toward 2025 is going to take every single one of us! Being excited about 
this and committed to being Jesus in this world to the people around us. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Jesus, I am so thankful that you love me enough to put on flesh and to come 
into this world, to live in perfect obedience to your Father, to teach us how 
to live, to show us what it really means to truly live. Your way, Jesus, is the 
only way to truly live in this world. And then you gave your life. You spread 
your arms on that cross to say, “Jared, this is how much I love you! I am 
willing to give everything. I am willing to have my body beaten and bruised 
and my blood shed. I am willing to give my very life because of my great love 
for you.” 
 
Jesus, I thank you that you invite us into that work. That you are already, by 
your Holy Spirit, at work all over the world and right here in Cambridge, 
Isanti, and all the little communities around us. You are already at work in 
powerful ways. You are already in each person’s life seeking to draw them 
into a life-saving relationship with you. And yet, just like I needed a Savior 
who took on flesh, just like I needed people like my parents, Sunday school 
teachers, and Awana leaders, I needed people to be Jesus with skin on to 
help me understand about your great love, to receive that love, and to say, 
“Yes” to placing my faith in Jesus Christ. So many people around us need 
Jesus with skin on. They need someone who will be family to them. Someone 



who will make sacrifices in their daily schedule. Someone who will be 
intentional about reaching out, checking in, and building a relationship with 
them, loving, and encouraging them. 
 
The need is so great, God. The need is so great here and around the world. 
The need is so huge! People who are lonely and isolated and desperate. The 
fields are truly white unto harvest. 
 
I thank you that you have called this church to be part of those harvest 
workers. To go out into the field by the leading of the Holy Spirit, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, with the love of Jesus undergirding us and flowing 
through us to be family to people who need family so that they would place 
their faith in Jesus just like we have. I pray that you would do that work in us. 
Help us to be faithful to you, be courageous and bold. To be excited that we 
get to do this work and to trust in you all the way through. We pray this in 
your name. Amen. 

 
I could not be more blessed as a pastor to be part of leading this incredible body of 
believers. And so many of you for decades have had such incredible impacts for 
God’s name and His glory and His Kingdom as you have loved and served Him and 
loved and served others. Thank you! Thank you for doing that! I am so excited to 
see what God will continue to do in and through you as we seek and serve Jesus 
Christ in this season of life and ministry. The challenges and trials are real, and 
they are hard. And the opportunity to be used by God for great things in the lives 
of other people is incredibly real. I am so excited that we get to step into that 
together and experience God’s work in us and through us. As we seek God, He will 
increasingly form us to be Christ-like and to be family to those who need family. 
 

Jesus may that be true in these days, weeks, months, and years ahead as we 
joyfully serve you and step into this Vision that you have given to us. For your 
honor and glory, for the building of your Kingdom, for the salvation of many, 
we pray this in your holy name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed day! 


