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God, we thank you that you are the God of life. That you are the God of life 
everlasting. It is always difficult to see a loved one move from this world and 
this life into the next one because we miss them. We miss Wendy (Balzer). 
We miss Mary (Dahlgren). We miss Bud (Berglund). It is hard to see these 
brothers and sisters of ours go home to be with you. Yet, we are so thankful 
that they are home with you! That they are with you, Jesus. 
 
We thank you that you have given us everlasting life and that one day, all 
who have died in your name, Jesus, will be gathered in your presence 
declaring your praises singing of your greatness, love, power, and majesty. 
We look forward to that day. Jesus, come quickly. Take us home to be with 
you. We thank you that you have promised that you will do that, and we rest 
in those amazing promises and truths today. 
 
Lord, we pray that you would speak to us now through your Spirit and your 
Word. That you would encourage us and build us up in you, Jesus. We want 
to be more like you. Each Sunday that we gather, we want to be more and 
more like you. We want to be more perfect vessels for your love to flow 
through, your grace and mercy to be proclaimed and lived out, for your truth 
to be made known. So, do that work in us. We thank you that you promise to 
do that work. And we thank you for the invitation now to sit at your feet as 
your disciples and learn from you. We pray these things in your precious 
name. Amen. 

 
We have been in a series for months where we have been looking at the world 
events unfolding around us. The national events. The local events. What does it 
mean in the midst of these crises of all different kinds to respond as the followers 



of Jesus Christ, as sons and daughters of the Most High God? As the gathered body 
of Christ, what is it that God wants to do in us and through us?  
 
This Sunday marks the end of me leading us through this series. I am going to be 
out of town with Mandy as we will be celebrating our 20th anniversary this next 
week and Duane Tweeten is going to be preaching next Sunday. He is going to 
bring a powerful word that ties in with much that we have been learning and 
discovering together as he will be preaching from Habakkuk 3. So, make sure you 
are here next Sunday or joining us online for that powerful service. 
 
I have a question for you to start this morning’s service. Have you ever asked 
yourself (or at least internally thought this), “Do I have what it takes?” I am going 
to give you a moment to think or share about a time when you were given an 
assignment or job, or you faced a challenge or trial, that seemed impossible for 
you to do or overcome. I think many of us right now would say, “Jared, I have been 
living through that these last five months!” 
 
For me, the past five months have been one of those seasons where I have asked 
over and over again, “Do I have what it takes to lead my family well through this 
season? Do I have what it takes to be part of leading the church well through this 
season?” This has been a really trying time for all of us, myself included. I have 
struggled with this question at times. Obviously, the health journey we have been 
on as a family over that past 18 months has been a season where I have asked that 
question for those reasons as well. But I will share about a time when I was 10 
years old. 
 
So, how many of you when you were younger played some form of T-ball? Maybe 
it was baseball or softball, but you played some form of T-ball. Yeah, so a decent 
number of us. Well, I grew up loving to play sports and baseball was my favorite 
sport. I did love football. Still love football. But baseball was my favorite sport. So, I 
grew up and as I moved through the ranks of T-ball I was a pretty decent player. 
But as soon as I got to the age of 10, I went from T-ball to Little League. And there 
is a very big difference between T-ball and Little League! The ball is now flying at 
me. You know, in T-ball the ball just sits there. It is no threat to you whatsoever. I 
mean, I suppose some kids figure out how to hit the ball and have it hit them. I do 



not know. But the ball is just sitting there. Now all of a sudden, I am facing kids my 
age who have not yet honed their skills to the point where they can throw a strike 
every time and that ball is flying at me! I remember as a 10-year old as I got into 
Little League, I was terrified! I was terrified of that ball flying at me. I did not know 
if that kid on the mound knew what he was doing or not. And he might hurt me 
with that ball because baseballs are hard. So, I began my 10-year old year as a 
terrible hitter because I would get into the box, standing at the very outer edge of 
the box, and would be cowering, shaking, and just hoping that the pitcher would 
not hit me.  
 
Well, my dad lovingly, graciously, generously (I’m sure in his mind he thought, “My 
son looks a little bit like a fool out there so I want to help him.”) wanted to help 
me so got up early with me in the morning 3-4 times a week before he went to 
work and we would go out to one of the local parks and he would just throw me 
pitch after pitch after pitch. At first, he would have me stand against the backstop 
and he would just be like 15 feet away and slowly lobbing them in there like, “Even 
if this hits you, Jared, it is not going to hurt.” Over the course of the year he would 
move further back and threw a little bit harder. By the end of the year, I could 
stand at the plate with some confidence and I could hit that ball.  
 
Now the reality is this. Over the course of that year and the seasons to come, I 
answered that question, “Do I have what it takes?” And yet, without the help of 
my father, without the love and care of my father, the answer would have been 
“No.” And, it is really easy in moments like that to think, “Well, if I have what it 
takes in order to get through something of this size, I am going to have to do 
something heroic.” It would be easy to try to overcome my fear of the ball to just 
close my eyes and swing as hard as I can just to try and hope that maybe one of 
these times I will make a connection. But, no! When we answer that question for 
one, we need the help of other people most often. Almost always, certainly the 
help of God.  
 
And we need to do the little things right. For me, the biggest thing was keeping my 
eyes open as the ball was coming in. Out of my fear, I wanted to close my eyes 
because I was afraid that I was going to get hurt. But I need to see the ball in order 



to hit the ball. So, doing the little things faithfully in the face of trying, challenging, 
difficult, insurmountable tasks with the help of others is such a huge key. 
 
We have been looking at this passage from 1 John 4:17. 
 

17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 

 
Now, how many of you read the last part of that verse and feel a little 
overwhelmed by that? “In this world we are like Jesus.” That seems impossible. 
That seems insurmountable. Much like I learned as a 10-year old, I am continuing 
to learn each day that God is the one who helps me, who helps us to be like Jesus. 
God is the one who will do that work through us as we trust in him and rely on His 
help and invite other people into this journey of growing in Christ’s likeness. 
 
I said last Sunday (and we are building on last Sunday’s message) that you are a 
people for such a time as this. Being like Jesus in this world in the midst of these 
trials and difficulties can seem overwhelming and yet, you are someone through 
whom God wants to love and care for and serve people who are: Lonely and 
Isolated with a variety of Needs, who often have little or no Hope, who may be 
Suffering in different ways, lack any Security, are struggling with Fear or Anger, 
while they deal with lots of Uncertainty and Unanswered Questions.  
 
As I read through that list of struggles, issues, questions, concerns, many of us 
could look at that list and say, “Yeah, me too, Jared. That is what I am dealing with. 
Maybe not all of that describes me, but there are certainly 2 or 3 words in there 
that describe me.” I just want to say to you that is okay, you are human. In this 
season, in this trial, in this journey it is normal for us to struggle in some of those 
ways or have some of those questions, needs, or concerns. That is okay and God is 
the one once again who will meet your needs, bless you, lead you, guide you, 
encourage you, build you up. AND he so often does that work through your 
brothers and sisters in Christ! We need each other. In order for us to be a people 
for such a time as this to respond to these needs, issues, questions, concerns, 
struggles in the way that God desires us to, we need one another. We need to 
love, encourage, and walk alongside one another in these days. 



As a church family our Mission is to help people know, love, and become like Jesus. 
And in this season (We have been in this journey for a few years and we have 
several more years to go.) the Vision that God has given us – what does that look 
like helping people know, love, and become like Jesus in this season – is that As we 
seek God, He will form us to become increasingly Christ-like and to be family to 
those who need family. We can love them as our own. We can welcome them into 
our hearts, our homes, our lives, and care for them as Jesus has cared for us.  
 
As we look at last Sunday, just like Queen Esther was raised to her royal position 
for such a time as this – you know, her people were facing the possibility of being 
exterminated, of being wiped out and Mordecai said, “Esther, this is your 
opportunity. God wants to work through you. If you say ‘no,’ he is going to provide 
deliverance in another way. And yet, God has raised you up into your royal 
position for such a time as this.” And she said ‘yes’ to this incredibly high calling 
even though it could have cost her life. You have been chosen by God for your 
royal position for such a time as this. 
 
You see, brothers and sisters, from 1 Peter 2 you are a king or a queen. In God’s 
Kingdom you are a royal prince or princess. You are a son or daughter of the Most 
High God. The King of kings and Lord of lords. So, you have been raised to your 
royal position for such a time as this. To help you remember this, everyone take 
your hands and put them in front of you. In some creative way you can connect 
your hands together to form a crown. Now, let’s put that crown on top of our 
head. This will help you remember. You all have beautiful crowns! I love it. This will 
help you remember that you are a prince or princess. That you are royalty. That 
you are a king or queen. That you are someone God has raised to your royal 
position for such a time as this because He wants to work through you to 
accomplish His work, to bring His love, grace, and mercy into the lives of other 
people. God wants to accomplish His mission and see the results of the Vision that 
He has given us become reality through each and every one of you. 
 
As we look at that list of needs, questions, and concerns as we are seeking to be 
like Jesus to people who are lonely and isolated and dealing with a whole lot of 
needs, that can seem overwhelming. Right? It can feel completely overwhelming. 
And yet, God can work through you and desires to work through you in powerful 



and effective ways. You see, the problem for most of us is at times we look at the 
grand scheme of things and think there are millions, in fact billions of people 
suffering right now all across this planet. What can little ol’ me do in the face of 
that kind of need, suffering, trial, and pain? But every single one of you has the 
opportunity by God’s Spirit through His leading to impact at least one. 
 
Let us listen to this video together: 
 

One day a man was walking on the beach when he noticed a boy 
picking up starfish and throwing them into the ocean. Approaching the 
boy, he asked, “Excuse me, but what are you doing?” The boy replied, 
“Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The sun is rising, and the tide is 
going out. If I do not throw them back, they will die.” The man laughed 
at himself and said, “But there are too many starfish on this beach. You 
cannot possibly make a difference.” After listening politely, the boy 
bent down, picked up another starfish and threw it into the ocean. 
Then turning to the man, he said, “I made a difference to that one.” 

 
The video continues and the man came back to the beach with a whole bunch of 
his friends to help the young boy throw the starfish back into the ocean saving the 
starfish’s lives. The reality is, I do not know if God is going to have someone or 
many someones that He wants you to love, encourage, and reach out to and 
impact but I know that you can help at least one. I know that with God’s Spirit and 
His love at work through your life, you can have a tremendous impact on at least 
one. I believe that God has at least one for each one of us to love and care for, to 
serve and reach out to, to minister to by His grace.  
 
Some of the ones God wants you to minister to are in this room or part of this 
church family right now. Some of the people that God wants to use you 
intentionally and powerfully in the lives of others are people who are seated in this 
room or part of this church family worshiping from home – maybe they are part of 
our Contemporary worship service – but some of them are right here.  
 
And many of the ones God desires us to have an impact on are out in the 
community around us. They are lost! They are dying. They are not in that life-
giving, life-saving relationship with Jesus Christ. They are helpless. So many of 



them are hopeless and they are desperate for someone to bend over and reach 
out a hand, to offer the love of Jesus Christ, to offer a life-line and say, “I can show 
you the one who can save you. I can introduce you to the one who made you, and 
knows you inside and out, and desires to lavish His love and His grace on your life.” 
So, I am excited about the people that God is going to reach and touch and bless 
and bring to new life through you and through me in a time such as this. Being like 
Jesus in our world involves a whole lot of different things but it is the simple 
things, the basic things, the things God has called us to do on a day-to-day basis 
when we are not in a trial, when we are not in a worldwide pandemic. 
 
I want to remind you from last Sunday some of qualities that we looked at that I 
think in this season in particular are really important for being a people for such a 
time as this. For allowing Jesus to work through us in a powerful way.  
 

1. Vulnerability 
This is a big word. At its basic core essence, it is admitting openly to our God, 
to one another that we are sad, or weak, or that we need help. That is a hard 
thing for us to do. It is hard for us to admit when we are weak. To admit that 
we need help. Yet, I believe this is a key way God wants to do His work in us 
and through us that we can be like Jesus in the world. Remember, it was 
Jesus who was willing to be vulnerable with is followers, with his disciples. He 
was willing to be vulnerable with His heavenly Father moments before He 
would go to the cross for you and for me. 
 

Matthew 26:36-39 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He 
took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he 
began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here 
and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his 
face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

 



We need to be a people who are willing to be vulnerable. I think that would 
be so refreshing to the people in the world around us. If they see people who 
know Jesus Christ and are willing to say, “Here’s where I am hurting. Here is 
where I am suffering. Here is where I am struggling. Here is where I am weak, 
and I need help. I need love. I need prayer. I need encouragement.” We all 
need that. So, let us be vulnerable like our Lord was vulnerable and reach out 
to others, and invite them to be a source of God’s love, encouragement, and 
strength in these days. 
 

2. Lament 
In other words, crying out to God to make everything right. As I said, since sin 
entered the world things have not been right and God has a plan in motion 
where at the end of time, He will set everything right once again. Yet, we live 
in this in between time and we are invited to cry out to our God when we see 
injustice, when things are not right, when people are suffering, when we are 
going through difficulties we are taught to cry out to our God and ask Him to 
deliver us. To bring healing and relief. Freedom for people who so 
desperately need it. 
 
One of the psalms of lament – I mentioned last Sunday that around one third 
of the Psalms are psalms of lament and David wrote many of them – is from 
Psalm 6. I think it paints a beautiful picture of lamenting that we can do. 
 

Psalm 6 
1 LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your 
wrath. 2 Have mercy on me, LORD, for I am faint; heal me, LORD, for 
my bones are in agony. 3 My soul is in deep anguish. How long, LORD, 
how long? 4 Turn, LORD, and deliver me; save me because of your 
unfailing love. 5 Among the dead no one proclaims your name. Who 
praises you from the grave? 6 I am worn out from my groaning. All 
night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with 
tears. 7 My eyes grow weak with sorrow; they fail because of all my 
foes. 8 Away from me, all you who do evil, for the LORD has heard my 
weeping. 9 The LORD has heard my cry for mercy; the LORD accepts my 



prayer. 10 All my enemies will be overwhelmed with shame and 
anguish; they will turn back and suddenly be put to shame. 

 
What we see time and time again in these psalms of lament are David crying 
out to God. Think of the imagery of David weeping all night long. Of 
drenching his couch with tears. Of being in deep anguish. And yet he ends 
this psalm of lament by declaring the truth that he knows of our God that our 
God had heard his cries. That our God does respond to His people when we 
cry out to Him. That our God will deliver us and save us from all enemies. 
May we be a people who are willing to lament and cry out to our God. 
 
Now we will move on to the new piece. A basic way, a simple way, an 
important way that we can be like Jesus in this dark world. And that is to be a 
people of faith. 

 
3. Faith 

Here at First Baptist we talk about being faith-filled, having a loving lifestyle, 
and being winsome witnesses in our world. That those are core areas that we 
are all seeking to grow in so that God’s work can be accomplished in us and 
through us. 
 
Hebrews 11 is a beautiful chapter. If you have not read it before, read it this 
week. The writer of Hebrews goes through and talks about all these 
incredible heroes of the faith – men and women, Jews and Gentiles leading 
up to the time of Jesus Christ – who God worked through in miraculous ways. 
It was not because they were superheroes! It was because they placed their 
faith in God. They were ordinary men and women just like you and me. And 
yet, they believed in God and placed their faith in Him. In verse 1 and 6 we 
read: 
 

Hebrews 11:1, 6 
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see. … 6 And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 



Without faith it is impossible to please God. I love the interaction where 
Jesus is ministering and the one man cries out to him, “Lord, I believe. Help 
thou my unbelief.” Help my unbelief. You see, we are all growing in faith. 
Jesus said, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed…” you could do 
what? You could move mountains! You know what? That means to me in my 
mind that all of us have very small faith in comparison. When you think…at 
least I have not been able…and maybe this is Pastor Jared confessing here. I 
have not been able to say to a mountain, “Go throw yourself into the sea.” or 
“Move over there.” and it has obeyed me. It is okay if you are one of those 
people who say, “I just do not have a lot of faith.” That is okay. God can work 
with whatever faith you do have if you will place it in Him. And He can help 
your faith grow each day as you walk with Him, as you seek Him in His Word 
and prayer, as you surround yourself with other believers who have faith in 
Him and are growing in Him alongside you.  
 
Now that idea of faith is tied very closely to this idea of love, of action. James 
said, “Faith without action is dead.” It is no faith at all. It is of no use to you. If 
your faith in God does not produce a life of obedience, and love, and action, 
that faith is dead. It is meaningless. It does not help you or anyone else.  
 
Paul ties these two themes together in Galatians 5:5-6. 
 

5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness 
for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 

 
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. Coming 
before God and saying, “Here’s the little faith that I have. I am placing it in 
You. I want to learn from You and grow in You. I want my faith to grow. 
Please, Lord God, use me. Work through me. Love through me. You know 
me, Lord. I am going to get in all kinds of trouble and if I am not dependent 
upon You, I am going to be self-centered. If I am not dependent upon You, 
you know me well enough that I am going to struggle and fail and stumble 
and fall in all kinds of ways. So, Lord, you have control. You work through me. 
You love through me. I am placing my faith in You so that I can glorify You. So 



that I can make Your name great. So that I can live for You in such a way that 
other people are drawn to You. I want to have faith that expresses itself 
through love.” 

 
4. Love 

Here at First Baptist we are seeking to have a loving lifestyle where more and 
more naturally (and this is true of me when I was learning to play baseball. I 
am standing in the batter’s box and at first it was hard for me to keep my 
eyes open. Then I got to the point where I naturally kept my eyes open. At 
first it was difficult for me to watch the ball all the way to the plate and yet 
that became more natural. At first it was difficult for me to coordinate my 
hands and my feet and my body all at the same time with the right timing. 
And yet over time that became more natural for me.  
 
As you walk with Jesus, loving other people will become a more natural thing 
in your life. It goes completely against human nature. Our sin nature. Yet by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, as we walk with the Lord, He forms us into the 
image of His son, Jesus Christ, and allows us to experience the love of God 
flowing more and more naturally through your life, through your words, 
through your actions. 
 
We see Jesus giving these teachings in Mark 12. This is one of the Gospel 
records of this interaction. 
 

Mark 12:28-31 
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of 
all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most 
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.” 

 



Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Love 
your neighbor as yourself. Jesus then took that command to love your 
neighbor as yourself and he elevated it. We see in John 15 Jesus, again with 
his disciples gathered and teaching them moments before giving his life on 
the cross, he says: 
 

John 15:9-14 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as 
I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command.  

 
No longer love one another or love your neighbor as yourself but love each 
other as I have loved you. I am not trying to say that this command replaces 
the command to love your neighbor as yourself, but certainly if I hear, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” that paints a certain picture and understanding in 
my mind of what Jesus is saying. And then when I read, and hear, and see 
Jesus saying, “Love one another as I have loved you.” there is a different 
picture there. Right? That kind of love is so radical, extreme, dependable, and 
deep and it is indescribable. And the only way that we could ever love others 
as Jesus loves us is by allowing His love to be the thing that flows through us. 
You cannot do this on your own. You need the Father’s help. You need Jesus’ 
help. You need the Holy Spirit’s help. 
 
Think right now about a person in your life who loved you well. I think the 
reality is if we were to think back over our lives that the people without fail 
who have had the greatest impact on each one of our lives are the people 
who have loved us most deeply. The people who have loved us well. And as 
we grow as a people of love, God can work through us in miraculous ways in 
the lives of other people.  
 



So, we are a people who are growing in faith. We are a people who are growing in 
love. And we are a people who are growing as witnesses in the world that God has 
placed us in because there are a whole lot of people who need good news. The 
good news that God loves them and that He has made a way for them to be 
forgiven and redeemed and brought into a love relationship with Him. 

 
If you want to know what is really important to people, one good thing to pay 
attention to are some of the last things that they say. Whether that be in a 
relationship setting, or on their death bed, what are some things that they focus 
on and they say? Jesus, before he is about to ascend into heaven has his disciples 
gathered together. And these are his parting words, his parting instructions, his 
parting blessing to them. 

 
Matthew 28:18-20. 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 
Acts 1:7-8 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
I believe that the opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and 
in action in my lifetime has never been greater in this country. I believe that there 
are some real positive things about us leaving the age of Christendom in this 
country behind where the vast majority of people at one time gave lip service to 
the idea of being a Christian. We are in a post-Christian nation whether we want to 
admit that or not. And I believe that gives us an opportunity to come to people 
who do not know the truth, who do not know Jesus, who did not set foot in a 
church at any point in their life, or it has been decades since they did that, and 



they have lost sight of the One who is the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. We have 
an incredible opportunity in word and in action to be a witness in this dark world.  

 
Some of you have lived through periods in your own life or periods in this nation’s 
history where things seemed really bleak, really dark, and you desperately needed 
the light of Jesus Christ to break through that darkness. Well, we as an entire 
nation are living through incredible darkness right now and God wants to shine his 
light, his love, his truth, his mercy, and his grace through his church. What an 
opportunity that we have individually and corporately to be winsome witnesses in 
this dark and dying world. 

 
These are the basics. And God can do these things in us and through us if we will 
reach out to him and ask him. I believe you, brother, and you, sister, are a person 
who has been raised up to your royal position for such a time as this. And if we are 
willing to be like Jesus in these ways by being vulnerable, by lamenting what is 
happening in the world around us and crying out to God, being a people of 
growing faith and love, serving as witnesses in this dark world, we will see God do 
great things in our lives and the lives of people that we love and follow Jesus with. 
We will see God do great things in the lives of people who are lost, and hurting, 
and dying without him. I believe God has great things in store for us as we trust in 
our Father, as we practice these basics and get to the point where God works 
through us to do what we thought was once impossible. 

 
Let us pray together. 
 

Lord Jesus, I thank you for your love, your power, your grace, and for your 
faithfulness. Thank you that we can depend on you and rely on you. Thank 
you that we are raised up for such a time as this. We are a people for such a 
time as this. Thank you that you have us here on this planet in 2020 – the 
craziest, hardest, most challenging year most of us have ever endured. You 
have us here for a reason and a purpose – to glorify our God and to bring the 
name and the love and the grace of Jesus Christ to people all around us who 
need you, Jesus. Help us to be faithful to you. Help us to offer ourselves 
completely to you. Help us to walk in these ways as Jesus modeled for us for 
your honor and glory so that your kingdom and your church can be built, and 



people near and far know that you love them, and they come to a life-saving 
relationship with you through Jesus Christ. We pray this in your name. Amen.  
 

What a journey God has us on. How exciting for us to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. To be God’s people in this place. To share his love, his mercy, his grace. 
What a joy! What a gift! I hope that you anticipate God doing great things in and 
through you as you trust in the Father and as you say to your dad, “Dad, I do not 
know how to really do this ‘hitting the baseball’ thing but I trust in you and I am 
going to follow your lead. I am going to learn how to do these basics of faith, hope, 
and love. I am going to believe that you are going to do great things in my life and 
through my life as I follow your lead.” 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

God, I thank you for these brothers and sisters of mine. So many of them 
have done this so well over the course of their lives and I thank you for the 
witness and example that they are to me and to so many others. I pray that 
you help them to continue on, to carry on this journey that you have taken 
them on, to recognize that so long as they draw breath you have work that 
you want to do in them and through them. There are ways that you want to 
bless them, encourage them, and build them up. There are ways that you 
want to use them as a blessing and a source of encouragement and love and 
hope in the lives of other people. Lord God do that work in all of us. For your 
honor and glory, and for you Kingdom we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Seek God and be family. Have a blessed week! 


