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I must begin with an apology. Last Sunday, if you listened to my message, I shared 
an example about a “Cheese Hand” and that when kids run around and play tag 
sometimes a kid has the “Cheese Hand” and no one wants to be touched by him. 
Well, I was informed by my sons when I got home that I totally blew it! It is not 
called a “Cheese Hand” it is called the “Cheese Touch.” So, in front of all of you 
who know that I made a mistake in a major way last Sunday, I apologize to my 
sons. I am so sorry that I embarrassed you. It is the “Cheese Touch!” So, if you 
have a grandchild that is familiar with that, do not say “Cheese Hand” because 
they might scold you and say, “Dad, it is not the ‘Cheese Hand’ it is the ‘Cheese 
Touch.’” I feel much better getting that off my shoulders! 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we thank you that you are here in this place, and that you are with 
every one of our brothers and sisters who are worshiping you in a room, or a 
building, or a vehicle that is not here. We thank you that we are your church 
and that we are united by your Holy Spirit. Even when we are not physically 
with one another, we are one with one another, Jesus, because of what you 
have done and you, Holy Spirit, live in us. We thank you that we have the 
opportunity to worship you and glorify you. We thank you for the 
opportunity to worship you once again in Communion. What a precious time 
to reflect on your love for us, Jesus, and the ways that you are helping us to 
grow in love for you and love for one another, grow in obedience, grow in 
holiness. We pray that you would be glorified in us as we continue in our 
worship now in the study of your Word. May we be the people that you 
desire and created us to be, Jesus. Individually and corporately, may we 
reflect your love, Good News, peace, hope, and joy to everyone around us. 



And we thank you in advance for answering that prayer and doing that work. 
We pray these things in your precious name. Amen. 

 
As we have been looking at the crises that are unfolding around us, and looking at 
scripture and saying, “God, what is it that you want us to learn? How do you want 
to work in us and through us?” the last two Sundays we looked at the Mission of 
our church and how this is really a mission for such a time as this. That the work 
that God wants to do in us and through us in helping people know, love, and 
become like Jesus is so critical in these days. Last Sunday we looked at the Vision 
that God has given us. That as we seek Him, we will form us to be increasingly 
Christ-like and to be family to those who need family. There are so many people 
who are lonely and sad. One of the passages that we looked at last Sunday that 
speaks into the reality that we are a people for such a time as this is Acts 17. Open 
in your Bible there. 
 
In Acts 17:24-28, Paul says this to the people of Athens: 
 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human 
hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed 
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that 
they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move 
and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’ 

 

So, we talked about the reality that a lot of people are lonely. A lot of people are 
suffering. A lot of people are afraid. A lot of people have significant needs. In the 
last six months, all our lives have been turned upside down. And yet, we can rest in 
the knowledge that every person enduring these trials on the face of the planet 
right now is here because God desired and intended for us to be here. When you 
look at the current condition of people with all these things listed below, when you 



look at all the trials, challenges, suffering and difficulty that people are going 
through, it can be overwhelming and disheartening! 
 

• Lonely and isolated 

• More needs 

• Less Hope 

• More suffering 

• Less security 

• More fear 

• Less certainty 

• More questions 
 
And yet we know that God has people all across this planet enduring this so that 
they might reach out to Him. So that they might cry out to Him. So that they might 
come to believe in faith in Jesus Christ as the only one with the answer to all these 
struggles and issues and pain.  
 
And to remind you, the Mission of First Baptist Church in this season and every 
season is so vital. God has called us individually and corporately to Help People 
Know, Love, and Become Like Jesus. And the Vision I believe God knew full well 
what was going to be going on in 2020 when He was working in us in 2017 to 
discern His vision for this church and the summary statement of that is “As we 
seek God, He will form us to become increasingly Christ-like and to be family to 
those who need family.” Loving them, caring for them, opening our lives to them 
so that they know there is someone (as I said last Sunday) who is Jesus with skin 
on to them, someone who will love them intentionally and care for them well. 
 
As we looked at a few Sundays ago from Acts 1:7-8, Jesus, in some of his parting 
words to his disciples said, 
 

“It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 



And we see in Acts 8 when persecution breaks out in Jerusalem, it is not the 
apostles through whom God begins to fulfill this Great Commission of going to the 
ends of the earth, it is through ordinary believers. 
 
Acts 8:1b-2 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea 
and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 

 
It was ordinary followers of Jesus Christ. Unschooled, ordinary men. That 
comment was made even about the apostles and yet, people who brought the 
Gospel to Judea and Samaria were like YOU! They did not have Bible degrees. 
They did not have decades of following Jesus under their belt. They did not have 
all the theological questions that would come up in the years and decades ahead 
as they loved and served people and loved and served Jesus Christ. They just took 
the Good News of Jesus everywhere they went. And God brought salvation in 
each little village, town, city that they went to and spoke the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. And churches were planted. 
 
Some of you, over the last few weeks, hopefully have been internalizing this and 
personalizing this and saying, “Okay, I understand that this Mission and Vision is 
something that God wants me personally to be engaged in, and I know that it is for 
such a time as this. Yet, when I look at the world around me, when I look at 
everything that is happening in people’s lives, when I look at the craziness, the 
trials, the challenges of this world, I feel overwhelmed! Am I really, are we really 
people for such a time as this? Can I honestly, legitimately say that God has called 
me to live for Him and respond in such a way that would bring Him glory and that 
would help meet the needs of the people in the community and world around us 
who are suffering in all these ways?” Or is it just too overwhelming? Is it just too 
big, too hard, too scary? Isn’t it much better to just keep following Jesus on my 
own? Loving and serving Jesus and trying to take care of the loved ones God has 
brought into my life, being part of a wonderful church family, and just surviving. 
Isn’t that enough?  
 



I have felt like that over that last four months! Isn’t surviving enough? Right? Just 
making it through this – that ought to be enough. And yet, we see all throughout 
scripture in seasons of great trial, difficulty, and challenge God raising up His 
people for such a time as this. To do great things for His honor and His glory. 
 
I invite you to open your Bible to Esther 4 where we see an example of a young 
woman who, again, did not have all the biblical knowledge that maybe someone 
who was asked to do the great thing she is asked to do should have, maybe did not 
have all the prerequisites that you think should be built into someone like that, but 
a young woman said, “You know what? I am willing to say ‘yes’ to God using me 
and working through me in this terrible time.” And what was being done was there 
were some people who were working to eliminate and eradicate the Jewish 
people. Esther and her uncle, Mordecai, became aware of this terrible plot and 
Esther is being called by God to step into a very challenging, trying, difficult 
situation. Picking up the story in chapter 4, verse 10: 
 
Esther 4:10-17 

10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials 
and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman 
who approaches the king in the inner court without being 
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless 
the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But 
thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 12 When 
Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: 
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all 
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to 
your royal position for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther sent this 
reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, 
and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and 
my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the 
king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. 

 



Esther was chosen by God for this royal position for such a time as this. And YOU, 
brother and sister, were chosen by God in this season, during these trials and 
challenges, for your royal position for such a time as this. Now, I want you to turn 
to someone who is sitting next to you and ask them this question, “Am I royalty?”  
 
There is a song I grew up singing and probably a lot of you know it. If you do not 
know it, it is fairly simple. We are going to sing this song together once slowly, and 
then we are going to go really fast because that is the fun part! 
 

I am a C 
I am a C-H 

I am a C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N 
And I have C-H-R-I-S-T- in my H-E-A-R-T 

And I will L-I-V-E-E-T-E-R-N-A-L-L-Y 
 
If that does not get your blood flowing, I do not know what will. Here is why we 
sing this song. If you are a C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N and you have Jesus Christ living in your 
heart, not only will you L-I-V-E-E-T-E-R-N-A-L-L-Y, but you are a royal son or 
daughter of the most high God! There has never been a King who has ruled over 
any earthly kingdom who can hold a candle to you in terms of your royal position 
as a son or daughter of the most high God! You are royalty! Now, turn to that 
person who dared to ask you, “Am I royalty?” and say, “Absolutely you are!” You 
are princes and princesses. You are kings and queens no matter your age. If you 
have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you are royalty and you have been raised for 
such a time as this. 
 
From 1 Peter 2:9, Peter writes this: 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

 
You are given these offices. You are given these titles. You are royalty so that you 
can tell people around you who are lost and hurting and dying in this dark world,  
“I know the Savior. I know the King. I know the Messiah. His name is Jesus and let 



me tell you about Him.” God wants to work through you in this season. You are a 
people for such a time as this. 
 
God wants to accomplish His mission of helping people know, love, and become 
like Jesus and see the results of His vision as we seek God, as we become more like 
Christ, as we are family to those who need family, God will revolutionize and 
change the hearts and lives of individuals, of families, of an entire community, of 
people to the ends of the earth. And He wants to do that through you and through 
me and through all of us who call First Baptist Church our home. 
 
We read in 1 John 4:17 last Sunday and I just want to remind you of this incredible 
calling that we have in our lives. 
 

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 

 
So, there are ways, and over the next two Sundays I am going to highlight some 
ways, that I believe in light of the reality of what is going on around us that God 
desires us to be like Jesus. To live like Him. To think like Him. To speak like Him. To 
have His heart and His character flow out of us in light of the season, the trials, the 
challenges that are going on all around us. 
 

1. Vulnerability 
We need to be vulnerable in this season. As we read in Matthew 26, think 
about this. This is the King of kinds and Lord of lords. This is the one through 
whom all the heavens and earth were made. 
 
Matthew 26:36-39 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He 
took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he 
began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here 
and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his 



face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

 
Here is something really tragic that I see in the lives of so many brothers and 
sisters in Jesus Christ. We have bought into the lie that this world throws at 
us constantly that we ought to be able to take care of everything in our lives 
all on our own. That we ought to be the kind of people who pick ourselves up 
by the bootstraps and whenever a trial or challenge comes, we can overcome 
that completely on our own and we should never ask for help because asking 
for help is a sign of weakness. And yet what I would say to you from this 
passage, we have a clear example that one of the greatest signs of strength – 
this is the King and Majesty who rules and reigns over all in the flesh saying 
to his brothers, “Stay with me and pray with me.” Saying to his Father, 
“Father, if there is any other way let this cup pass from me.” This is the King 
of kings and Lord of lords saying, “I need help in this moment.” 
 
One of the things I feel so strongly about in this season, for such a time as 
this, is we need to be a people who are willing to be vulnerable with one 
another. And vulnerable with our God. 
 
Again, many of you are aware that Mandy has had some really hard health 
struggles, challenges, issues. And over that last 16 months, we have had over 
$20,000 in medical bills. And do you know what? We do not have $20,000 
laying around. So, we have had to reach out to our church family, my 
parents, and Mandy’s parents and say, “We need help.” And that is really 
hard to do. I have had to reach out to so many of you in one-on-one 
conversations and group conversations and say, “We need prayer. On our 
own, we do not have what it takes to get through this.” And so many of you 
have prayed. Others of you have brought us meals over the last 16 months or 
provided us with gift cards or brought us groceries. There have been all kinds 
of ways that we have been blessed because of our willingness to say that we 
cannot do this on our own. 
 
A couple of weeks ago at our Wednesday night prayer gatherings one of our 
sisters said, “Brothers and sisters who are gathered here, here is something 



that I am struggling with right now. I need prayer. I need help.” It was 
beautiful and so moving to see the group come around this sister and pray 
for her, love her, and care for her. We need to be a people who are willing to 
be like our God and in this season to say to your neighbors, your church 
family, your friends, your immediate family, “I need help. Here is something 
that I am struggling with.”  
 
Listen, we are all struggling in some way! We are all having trials and 
difficulties and challenges in some way in this season, so open up to one 
another because when you do that God is able to work through you in a 
beautiful and powerful way. When you open up and say, “I need help” do 
you know what you do? You give someone else the opportunity to love you 
with the love of Jesus Christ and to serve you as if Jesus himself is serving and 
caring for you. 
 
So, one of the key ways that we need to be the people God desires us to be 
for such a time as this is to be vulnerable with one another. The reality of one 
of the challenges of this season is – again we have about half, a little over 
half of what we would normally have pre-Covid coming to worship here and 
yet, about half, a little under half are still worshiping from their homes and 
other places. We have brothers and sisters who are worshiping from all over 
the place. So, we are not seeing each other like we normally would. We are 
not connecting with each other on Sundays or Wednesdays like we normally 
would, so you need to be intentional. You need to be very intentional in any 
area of your life where you need love, encouragement, prayer, help to say, 
“Brother, sister, pastor, friend, here is how you can pray for me. Here is how 
you can help me.” And when you are vulnerable, you give permission and 
license for the other person to be real and vulnerable with you as well. I 
believe if the world around us sees the church being real and vulnerable with 
one another and loving each other well through the trials and challenges that 
we are all facing, that will be super attractive to the world around us. 
Because the world around us says, “Ah, sorry, but you really are pretty much 
on your own because I have got enough stuff in my life that I have got to deal 
with. So, I cannot be bothered with what is going on in your life.” So, may we 
be people who are like Jesus by being vulnerable. 



2.  Lament 
This is the second one that I want to cover today. From Luke 19 we see one 
of the times where Jesus is lamenting over the condition of the world and 
over what is happening around him. 
 
Luke 19:41-44 

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over 
it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what 
would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The 
days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 
embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every 
side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within 
your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you 
did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

 
God wants us to be a people for such a time like this because we are willing 
to lament. We are willing to be sorrowful about what is going on in the world 
around us. Do you realize that of the 150 Psalms, a full third of them are 
sorrows or songs of lament? The Psalms were the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
songbook and you had better believe that Jesus read and recited and sang 
those Psalms, those songs to his heavenly Father. Jesus routinely in his own 
devotion to his Father in his own desire to connect and be intimate with his 
Father sang these Psalms of lament. I believe that when He did that, He did 
so with great feeling and emotion because the world is not as how it should 
be! The world, since sin entered the picture, has never been as it should be. 
And we, as God’s people, have the opportunity to be a people of lament. 
 
N.T. Wright just wrote a book that came out a few weeks ago called, “God 
and the Pandemic.” I want to read a section of this where he talks about the 
importance of lament amongst the people of God in this season. 
 

I have urged that we should embrace lament as the vital initial 
Christian response to this pandemic. Roughly one-third of the 
Psalms are on lamenting that things are not as they should be. 
The words they use are words of complaint: of question, sorrow, 



anger, and frustration and, often enough, bitterness. They are all 
part of the prayer-book of Jesus himself, and the New Testament 
draws freely on them to express not only our own laments but the 
way of Jesus too.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer is our ‘norm’. Are we looking for sudden signs of 
the End? No: we pray every day, ‘Thy Kingdom Come on earth as 
it is in heaven’, and we know that prayer will be answered 
because of what we know about Jesus. Are we looking for fresh, 
sudden calls to repent? No: we pray every day, ‘Forgive us our 
Trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.’ We 
know that prayer will be answered, because of what we know 
about Jesus.  
 
Are we then looking for fresh reasons to leave our comfortable 
lifestyles and tell our neighbors the good news? Well, shame on 
us if it takes a pandemic to get us to that point. Why wasn’t Jesus’ 
command enough? ‘As the father sent me, so I am sending you’; 
‘Go and make all nations into disciples’. As Paul knew in Athens, 
you don’t need extra signs. More is less, as so often. You need 
Jesus: his kingdom-bringing life, death and resurrection; his 
ascended sovereignty; the promise of his coming to bring heaven 
and earth together in glorious final renewal. Every attempt to add 
new ‘signs’ to this narrative diminishes it. It implies that, in Jesus’ 
parable the vineyard tenants, the owner did after all have a few 
more messengers that he could send, even after sending his only 
son and watching him be rejected and killed.  
In a time of acute crisis, when death sneaks into houses and 
shops, when you may feel healthy yourself, but you may be 
carrying the virus without knowing it, when every stranger on the 
street is a threat, when we go around in masks, when churches 
are shut and people are dying with nobody to pray by their 
bedside – this is a time for lament. For admitting we don’t have 
easy answers. For refusing to use the crisis as a loudspeaker for 
what we’d been wanting to say in any case. For weeping at the 



tomb of our friends. For the inarticulate groaning of the Spirit. 
‘Rejoice with those who rejoice,’ said Paul, ‘and weep with those 
who weep.’ Yes, and the world is weeping right now. The initial 
calling of the Church, first and foremost, is to take our place 
humbly among the mourners. Grief, after all, is part of love. 

 
So, may we be a people who lament with the people around us about the 
heartache and tragedy, about the death and suffering, about all the terrible 
things that are happening in this world right now. May we be a people who 
cry out to our God. Who maybe we repeat the exact same words of David in 
some of his Psalms of lament where we say, “God where are you?” It is okay 
to cry out to God in that way knowing full well that He is there listening to us 
and able to meet our need and to bring an end to the suffering and trials 
around us. David was not living in sin when he wrote those words and cried 
out to God in those ways. He was grasping in intimacy for his Father to do 
something. And we can do the same in this season. That would be a powerful 
witness to the world around us. 
 
Next Sunday we are going to unpack a few more things that God wants us to 
walk in. How He wants us to be like Jesus for such a time as this so that His 
Kingdom can come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Let us pray together. 
Jesus, I want to be like you and I have so far to go, and I know that my brothers 
and sisters here and in their homes and in their cars, they desperately want to 
be like you, Jesus. And we all have so far to go. Yet we thank you for your grace 
and your love, for your patience and your mercy. We thank you that you are 
renewing us day by day. That you are helping us grow in our understanding of 
how we can be like you in this world. We thank you that you have given us the 
Word, you have given us the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us in that pursuit of 
living for you and with you, and allowing the people around us to see you and 
hear you as we love and serve you with all that we are. Do this work in us, God. 
Help us to be vulnerable like our Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us to be a people of 
lament in the trials that we see around us. We ask these things in your holy 
name. Amen. 


