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This is a very special Sunday for us. Most importantly, it is Pentecost Sunday. A 
Sunday where Christians all around the world celebrate and remember the day 
that God the Father and God the Son sent God the Holy Spirit to indwell the 
people of God. We are celebrating that, and the message is going to focus in on 
that. And this is also our traditional Grad Sunday. A Sunday where we take some 
time to thank God and praise God for the work he has done in the lives and 
through the lives of our graduates – especially our high school graduates. It is also 
a Sunday where we have students lead us in worship and share things with us as 
part of the worship service. Although we are not able to celebrate it in the way 
that we often do, we do have some students who will be blessing us and leading us 
in worship this morning. So, we are glad that you are here to worship with us. 
 
As we begin our time of worship, will you join me in prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we do thank you for the incredible gift that you gave when 
you sent the Holy Spirit to live inside of us. We are here to celebrate you, to 
worship you, to praise you, honor you, and glorify you. Jesus, we thank you 
that you sent the Holy Spirit and that by your Holy Spirit you live in us. We 
are your people.  
 
Lord, we are excited about the opportunity to worship and celebrate with 
these students who will be sharing with us and leading us in worship, and we 
pray that you would be glorified as we do that. Use their story, their 
example, their praise to bring you honor and glory, and to build us up in our 
faith. We pray these things in the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 



Now we are going to turn to the Word of God. As I mentioned in the welcome, this 
is Pentecost Sunday and it is also Grad Sunday, and I believe God has given us a 
word that will be so meaningful and important for those who are graduating. And 
this is so important for everyone, for every single believer. We have been in a 
series for a few weeks where we have been looking at Christ, the Church, and 
Coronavirus. In the midst of this worldwide pandemic, what is it that God wants us 
to learn? How does He want to draw near to us? What does He want to encourage 
us with, bless us with? How does He want to work in us and through us in the 
world around us in this season? And this message highlights the greatest gift that 
God has ever given us! He has given us Himself. He has given us the Holy Spirit. So 
that is what we are going to be celebrating today. 
 
I am going to invite you to pray with me, and then we will open the Word. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you once again that we are your students and you have 
called us to be your disciples. We sit at your feet and desire to learn from 
you. Holy Spirit, we thank you that you are here in this place and in every 
single room, every single home where people are watching and engaging in 
this worship together. We pray that you would teach us now. Take the Word 
of God and transform our hearts, our minds, our bodies, and spirits so that 
we can be more and more like Jesus Christ.  
 
We thank you for the graduates. We thank you for the work you have done 
in them and through them over their years learning and growing at home. 
Now as we get prepared to see them head off into lots of different, 
wonderful, exciting things, we pray that you would be pleased in them and 
that you would work in them and through them. That they would find their 
rest, their peace, their joy, their hope in you alone. And that they would walk 
with you all the days of their lives. We thank you, Jesus, for hearing these 
prayers and answering them. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
So, in honor of Grad Sunday, I do have on my Cambridge-Isanti Basketball shirt. 
We are blessed to have students from the public school in town, Cambridge-Isanti 
High School, from the Christian school in town, and from home schools who are all 



graduating. And we are celebrating what God has done in you and through you, 
graduates.  
 
I came to this church a little over 17 years ago! So just imagine, some of those who 
are graduating were one year old, some were maybe two years old, and I have had 
the privilege of watching you learn and grow and take steps of faith with your 
family, with your friends, and with your church family. And what a joy to see you 
take this step now in graduating.  
 
And at the same time, my excitement is also paired with grief. As I shared last 
Sunday in my message, I mourn and grieve with you for all that you have lost in 
the midst of this worldwide pandemic. I grieve the end of what was supposed to 
be your high school career ending in the way that it did. You did not end up having 
the opportunity to have the proms, the parties, the graduation ceremony, and the 
grad parties, and all of those things that are so meaningful for young people at this 
point in their lives. And so, I want you to know that your church family loves you. 
And we grieve with you. We are praying for you, and we are excited about what 
God has in store for you as you follow Him in the days, week, months, and years 
ahead. We love you and we are praying for you. 
 
For the main text this morning, we are going to turn to Acts 1. I am going to read 
verses 1-9 and then skip ahead to Acts 2. In these texts, Jesus is about to ascend 
into Heaven, and he is reminding the disciples of the greatest gift that He and His 
Father were about to send to them. The greatest gift that any of you graduates 
could ever receive and any of us followers of Jesus could ever receive. 
 

Acts 1:1-9 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 



promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy 
Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 

 
So, the disciples obey. They go to Jerusalem. They meet. They pray. They spend 
time together waiting for this amazing gift that Jesus had promised to them. 

 
Acts 2:1-4 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 

 
Graduates, all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, when you place your faith in 
Jesus, the living God – the Holy Spirit of God – came to live in you. You are an 
indwelt follower of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit lives in you from the moment you 
place your faith in Jesus Christ and until God calls you home to be with Him. In 
Ephesians 1 there’s many, many realities, many truths that are contained within 
that one statement – that you are the indwelt son or daughter of God. So, I am just 
going to name a few of them. In Ephesians chapter 1 verses 13-14 Paul writes this: 

 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26954a


guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 

 You have been sealed by the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit living 
within you is a deposit guaranteeing your inheritance. You are a co-heir with Jesus 
Christ. And the Holy Spirit living inside of you is a seal of your salvation and a seal 
of your inheritance in Jesus Christ. What an amazing gift! 
 
Another reality, since you are the indwelt son or daughter of God, is that you are 
never alone. You are never alone. In this season, I am guessing most of our 
graduates have had at least had their immediate family that you have been able to 
spend time with. And yet, most of you have been isolated from your friends, your 
teachers, your teammates, some other very important people in your life. And I 
am sure for many of you, as it has been true for me, there have been times where 
you feel loneliness. You feel the weight of the isolation. You feel that separation. 
And the reality is, that is a great burden. We as human beings were never meant 
to function completely on our own in isolation. God gave us relationships with 
other people for our benefit. For building us up. For encouraging us. For helping us 
to grow as followers of Jesus Christ. And yet even when we have seasons of life 
where we are not able to be physically present with people that we love and 
people that love us, God never leaves us. The fact that you are an indwelt son or 
daughter of God means that God himself lives in you and will never ever leave you. 
That is why Jesus could say to his disciples, “Never will I leave you. Never will I 
forsake you.” Because He knew that he was sending the Holy Spirit to live inside of 
us and that there is nothing that would ever separate us from his presence once 
the Holy Spirit indwells us. You are never alone. No matter what happens in life. 
The good times that are sure to come in your lives, the challenging, trying, hard, 
bad times that will come into your lives. Nothing will ever separate you from God. 
You are never alone. God is with you.  
 
Another reality that is true since we are indwelt sons and daughters of God is that 
there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love. Nothing that could ever 
separate you from God’s love. Scripture teaches us that God is love. The apostle 
John said that in one of his letters. God is love. And because God lives in you, love 
lives in you. The perfect, holy, awesome, unending love of our God lives in you 



always. Always. And so, you and I are invited to rest in and trust in the love of God. 
That is always ours. That will never be taken away from us. So, you are an indwelt 
child of God, graduate. You are indwelt children of God all believers in Jesus Christ.  
 
Even more than that, not only are we indwelt but we are also empowered. To 
believe in Jesus and to believe and receive the salvation that God offers us, you are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to place your faith in Jesus Christ, to believe in Him, 
to trust in Him; and, therefore, receive the gift of salvation that is ours through 
Jesus Christ. All that I am about to share comes from what Jesus taught about the 
Holy Spirit. It does not include the rest of scripture and what scripture teaches 
about the Holy Spirit. These are just teachings of Jesus. And so, in John 3:5-8 and in 
John 15:26, it is the Holy Spirit that empowers us to believe in Jesus and receive 
salvation. The Spirit empowers us to know and worship God almighty (John 4:23-
24). It is the Holy Spirit of God that empowers us to know, understand, and follow 
the teachings of Jesus (John 14:26). Jesus tells a story about the wise man and the 
foolish man. And when you get to the end of that story, one of their houses stood 
firm and the other fell with a great collapse. He gets to the end of that story and 
says it is the wise man, the wise woman, the wise student, who knows the 
teachings of Jesus (knows my teachings) and puts them into practice. And it is 
foolish people who hear the teachings of Jesus, who maybe know the teachings of 
Jesus, but do not put them into practice. 
 
Well, graduate, brother and sister in Christ, it is the Holy Spirit of God that 
empowers you to know those teachings, to understand them and follow his 
teachings, to put them into practice, to be a wise man, woman, student, child. It is 
the Holy Spirit of God that empowers us to know and live in all truth (John 16:13). 
It is the Holy Spirit of God that empowers us to receive all that our heavenly 
Father, all that Jesus Christ our Lord wants to give us (John 16:15). God wants to 
bless you immensely with knowledge, with wisdom, with talents, with resources, 
with passions, with relationships, with experiences. God has already built into you 
so much and He wants to bless you with more and more and more of His life, of 
His presence, of His love. And it is the Holy Spirit that empowers you to receive 
everything that God the Father and God the Son want to give to us.  
 



The Holy Spirit of God also empowers you and me to speak truth about God in 
times of persecution. Now the reality is that we are blessed to live in a country 
where many of us will not face the kind of persecution that is seen and talked 
about in scripture that happens in other parts of our world on a daily basis. And 
yet, should you ever find yourself in a position where you are being arrested or 
persecuted in a significant fashion for your faith in Jesus Christ and your testifying 
about Him, we have a promise that the Holy Spirit will speak through us about 
God, about Jesus, about the Good News in those times. We do not have to worry 
about what we would say because God will speak through us. 
 
The Spirit of God also empowers you, empower me, to glorify God and live 
passionately for Jesus Christ in a broken and fallen world. 
 
And the last one I will draw attention to from Jesus’ teaching again, is that the Holy 
Spirit empowers us to be a witness of Jesus Christ and to fulfill His great 
commission. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world to 
bring the love, the hope, the Good News of Jesus Christ to people near and far so 
that they would see in our very lives and hear out of our mouths about the plans 
He has to bring them into His eternal family. To love them. To forgive them. To 
redeem them. To save them. That is an amazing gift! I mean, there are so many 
things that the Spirit of God empowers us to do. And again, those are just Jesus’ 
teachings on what the Holy Spirit empowers you and me to do. There is so much 
more in the rest of scripture about what the Holy Spirit does in our lives. 
 
The last piece that I want to touch on this morning: not only are you an indwelt 
son or daughter of the most high God, not only are you someone who is 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to do all kinds of amazing things for God’s honor 
and glory and the building of His kingdom, but graduate, and all believers who are 
listening to me right now, you are also sent by the Holy Spirit of God.  
 
Now, graduation is one of those times in life where we get some sense of this idea 
of being sent. Your families, graduates, have poured into your lives as best they 
can. None of us as parents are perfect, there are times where we fail and let you 
down. And yet, I know most of you well enough to know that your parents have 
done their very best to love you, to pray for you, to give you all kinds of 



opportunities to grow in your relationship with the Lord, to grow as a young man 
or a young woman, to learn about the skills and talents and abilities that God has 
built into you, to do well in school and learn about the world that God has made, 
and the ways that He might want to use those gifts and talents and passions to 
bless other people and build His kingdom. And so, there is this sense as you begin 
to prepare to head out – whether that be into the workforce or the military or to a 
college or tech school – the sense that, “Hey, my family has built into me, has 
poured into me, and now they are sending me out. They are sending me out to 
learn how to live life on my own in a way that brings God honor and glory.”  
 
But graduates I want to tell you this morning, you are not only being sent by your 
families. Nor are you merely being sent by your families and your church family. 
We are sending you out this day. We are praying for you. We want to bless you 
and encourage you and help you as you take this next step in your journey of 
discovering all that God has instore for you in the years ahead. We are sending you 
out. And we are doing that with sadness because we will miss seeing you and 
cannot wait to see you on holidays and other special occasions where you will be 
in town. Be sure to come back to First Baptist. It is always a joy to see our 
graduates when you come back in town. So we are sending you away with 
sadness, but with great joy because we have seen God do amazing things in your 
lives and through your lives in the years that you have been part of this community 
and part of this faith family.  
 
So, your family is sending you out. Your church family is sending you out. But more 
important than either one of those, is that the living God is sending you out. The 
living God is sending you out in His name. In the name of Jesus Christ. And it is the 
Holy Spirit that makes us the sent people of God. This is true of all believers; not 
just graduates. It is the living God who lives in you who is sending you out into His 
world to bring the love and joy and hope and peace and power and Good News of 
Jesus Christ every single place you go. God is doing that through his Holy Spirit – 
sending you out into the world to bring the love, hope, joy, peace, power, Good 
News of Jesus Christ every place you go. Everywhere He leads you. 
 
The reality is that all believers are sent out into God’s world through the presence 
and the power and the leading of the Holy Spirit to share the love and Good News 



of Jesus in every way that we can. In every opportunity that God gives us. With 
everyone that we rub shoulders with. That is our calling in life. 
 
Now grads, you probably have thought about and prayed about and wrestled 
through all kinds of potential majors if you are going to college, or career paths 
that God might lead you into. When I first went to college, I was thinking that I was 
going to be a coach and a teacher. That fit a lot of the talents and passions and 
things that God had built into me. And through my schooling God revealed to me 
that He was wanting me to become a pastor, a youth pastor, so I followed that 
plan. I am sure that most of you, if not all of you, wrestled through those kinds of 
things and wondered about those things. “Where is God leading me?” “How does 
He want to use me?” “What kind of major should I pursue, or career should I enter 
into?” We tend to think about that as our vocation. And yet as believers in Jesus 
Christ, I am here to say to every graduate and every brother and sister in Christ, 
we all share the same vocation. We all share the same calling. Now we do that in a 
lot of different occupations. But we are all called by God to love and serve and 
worship Him. To be an ambassador of Jesus Christ. One of the ways I heard this 
described is, “I am an ambassador of Jesus Christ in His kingdom, but I am cleverly 
disguised as a pastor.” Maybe you will be an ambassador of Jesus Christ in His 
kingdom, but you will be cleverly disguised as someone who works in a shop 
somewhere, cleverly disguised as a teacher, cleverly disguised as someone who 
works in government, cleverly disguised as someone who works in a Wall Street 
firm. Maybe you will be someone who is cleverly disguised working as a garbage 
collector. I mean, there is all kinds of ways where God cleverly disguises His 
ambassadors to go out into the world and to share the love, the joy, the hope, the 
peace, the salvation of Jesus Christ with people around us. 
 
I like the way that Todd Hunter (and this was almost 20 years ago near my college 
graduation or a few years after that), captured this idea. We are called to be a 
cooperative friend of Jesus seeking to live a life of constant creative goodness 
through the power of the Holy Spirit for the sake of the world. Graduates, again, 
carefully listen. You are called to be a cooperative friend of Jesus seeking to live a 
life of constant creative goodness through the power of the Holy Spirit for the sake 
of the world. For the sake of the least, the last, and the lost. That is your calling. 
And do you know what? Sometimes graduates, or as you move through college, 



you feel a ton of weight and pressure to figure out what career path you are 
supposed to go in to. I just want to remove some of that pressure to say your 
calling can be fulfilled in any number of thousands of occupations. And it might 
take you several years to discover the occupation that best fits the passions, the 
skills, the talents, the experiences and understanding that you have to glorify God. 
And yet, all through that – even as you might be bouncing from major to major, 
even as you might be bouncing from job and career path – know that you can 
perfectly fulfill the calling that God has placed on your life to be a cooperative 
friend of Jesus seeking to live a life of constant creative goodness through the 
power of the Holy Spirit for the sake of the world. For the sake of the least, the 
last, and the lost. 
 
I want to close with two passages of scripture that drive home this point. The first 
one is from Acts 1:8. We have already read it together. 

 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

And Matthew 28:18-20. Some of Jesus’ final words to his disciples: 
 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 

Graduates, believers in Jesus young and old, you are the indwelt, empowered, sent 
people of God. You are an indwelt, empowered, and sent son of the Most High 
God. You are an indwelt, empowered, and sent daughter of the Most High God. 
Know that. Grow in your understanding of what that means. Grow in your ability 
to live that out each and every day. God has great plans for you. God will do 
amazing things in you and through you in the months and years ahead. We do not 
know what the world will look like on the other side of this pandemic. But our God 



is there waiting for us drawing us unto Him. Drawing us into His preferred future 
for your life and what He wants to do in and through you, and through His global 
church in the world. The work He wants to do in and through us to bring His love, 
His healing, His hope, His joy, His peace, His forgiveness, and salvation near and 
far. What a world we can build together for God’s honor and glory by the power, 
the indwelling, the presence, the love, the peace of the Holy Spirit of God. That is 
our prayer for you. No matter who you are, no matter what stage of your life, that 
is our prayer for each and every one of you. And this is our prayer especially for 
you graduates on this special Pentecost Sunday. 
 
Let’s pray together. 
 

God, we do want to glorify you with our very lives. Help us to live as 
cooperative friends of Jesus seeking to live lives on constant creative 
goodness by the power and leading of your Holy Spirit, God, for the sake of 
the world. For the sake of the least, the last, and the lost. We want to do that 
for your honor and glory. We want to do that to see your kingdom built. We 
want to do that so people near and far come to faith in Jesus and live with 
you eternally. We thank you for these graduates. We pray your rich blessing 
on them. And we ask, God, that you would be glorified in their lives and 
through their lives in the years ahead. They are these indwelt, empowered, 
and sent beloved sons and daughters of yours. And we thank you for the 
Holy Spirit that you have given to each and every one of us. We pray this now 
in your name. Amen. 
 

Graduates, I just want to pray a special prayer of blessing over you as we close our 
time of worship this morning. 

 
Father God, I thank you for each and every one of these young men and 
young women. I thank you for the ways that you have used them to 
encourage us. To set an example for us even though they are young to help 
us grow in our faith in you and to see you at work in their lives in their 
schools, in this community, in this church, in so many relationships and 
businesses around the area. We thank you for the ways, God, that you have 
worked in them and through them. And we pray, Lord, that as we send them 



out, as their families send them out, that they would understand first and 
foremost that You are sending them out into this world to do great things by 
the power and leading of your Holy Spirit so that others may know that you 
are the living God and that you love and desire to save all people. We pay 
your rich blessing on them, on this day, and in the weeks, months, and years 
ahead. And we pray this in the matchless name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 
 

Be blessed in the name of Jesus Christ. 


