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Pastor Jared Gustafson 
 
Good morning! What a joy to have all of us gathering together. And I’m sure many 
more will be coming in in the minutes ahead because we are starting a little bit 
earlier. That’s partially because ewe have a very wonderful and very full service 
with lots of moving parts. In fact, this morning, I have a script for my 
announcements which I never have, but I want to make sure I stay on-point and 
we don’t go really long.  
 
Thank you for coming to worship here at First Baptist this Sunday morning. We are 
glad that you’re here on this Celebration Sunday and we hope that you experience 
the presence of God in a powerful way that helps you celebrate over the course of 
our time together this morning. And as we go out and see some people be 
baptized and enjoy food outside together, what a gift this will be. 
 
A couple of reminders about this service in particular. First, there is no Children’s 
Church this Sunday. There is Early Childhood if you have really little ones. There is 
no Children’s Church because we have a lot of special things and the sermon will 
be shorter so the children will stay in the service with us. We are going to have 
communion following the message so if you didn’t grab one of the little 
communion servers on your way in, feel free to get up and go grab one of those 
again. Parents, we leave you in charge in terms of knowing where your kids are at 
in their faith and development and walk with Christ, whether they are ready to 
take communion or not - we will leave that up to you. 
 
Also, reminder that there are baptisms right after the service. We are going to 
move outside for those and we are going to have a bring-your-own-food picnic. If 
you forgot that we are going to have a picnic together and you’d still like to stay 
and be part of that, you can get on your phone and order food to be delivered to 
you right after the service if you’d like to do that. Or you can speak to the people 
around you and find out who brought something really good and then just become 
part of their family for that picnic time. You probably could have a great meal just 



by scavenging and wandering around and seeing who has good food and grabbing 
stuff from them. 
 
We do have a couple of announcements about things coming up in the weeks 
ahead. We have a Jr. High and Sr. High Kick Off Event so here is what our Student 
Ministries staff would like you to know. On Friday, August 27, we have our Jr. High 
kick off and we are headed to Valleyfair. We will meet at First Baptist at 8am for 
pancakes, head down to Valleyfair for a day of lots of fun, then come back to the 
church for an ice cream bar. You can go to the church website, then the events 
tab, for the full details and to sign up, or you can email Sabrina with any questions 
you have. If you have a Jr. High student in your life or know one, please share that 
information with them. 
 
For Sr. High, we are excited that our fall kick off will be a lock in on August 27, 
hosted at the church. Tyler, my son and one of our Sr. Highers, is very mad at me 
that we won’t be here for this. The Sr. High Lock In will have giant inflatables and 
an ice cream bar with unlimited snacks. Sr. High students, I want to see if they are 
truly unlimited; try to eat Ryan out of snacks and then I will hold that over his 
head. There will be over $500 worth of prizes, board games, beat saber game, 
outdoor night games on the church property, breakfast at midnight, minute to win 
it games, skit competitions, nerf wars, live action mafia, and of course we will have 
quiet rooms with movies available from 4-7am for those who want to catch a few 
hours of sleep. We hope if you are a Sr. High student you will join us. 
 
Regarding Community Groups: I am very pleased to inform you that there will for 
sure be three groups launching. We still one that is pending. The Walk and 
Generations are the two you have heard a lot about. The third one is being called 
“Better Together” and will be led by Paul Sanders and Mary Moline and others on 
their leadership team. That group will be open for anyone. 
 
Let me tell you a little bit about each group: 
 
The Walk: We live in a time unlike any we have seen in history and as Christians, 
we face a daily challenge of navigating life in this world. We gather to love each 
other as we join in fellowship and seek a greater understanding of how to act 



justly, love mercy, while walking humbly in the light of Jesus. That group will meet 
in the Fireside room on Sunday mornings on 9:40am.  
 
Better Together: Rooted in the truth of Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, we believe God’s 
design for the Christ follower is experienced better together. We are committed to 
learning together, growing together, caring together, serving together, and having 
fun together. If you believe that life is better together, come join us. That group 
will meet in Room 201 on Sundays at 9:40am. 
 
Generations: We are committed to faith, friends, fellowship and fun. If you like to 
dive deeply into God’s Word and spend time with a great group of people, join us 
on Sunday mornings. That group meets in the Fellowship Hall beginning Sunday, 
September 12 at 9:40am. 
 
That is also a reminder about our fall Sunday Schedule. We have our Traditional 
Worship service at 8:30am beginning September 12, then the Community Group 
hour, which will be a great time for this kind of thing to happen - for the 
Generations at First Baptist to come together and seek the Lord together and 
belong together in those community groups. The Community Group Hour begins 
at 9:40am on Sundays starting September 12. Then our Contemporary Worship 
service will be in the Multi Purpose Room at 10:45am on Sunday mornings. So 
8:30am Traditional worship, 9:40am Community Group Hour and 10:45am 
Contemporary Service. 
 
Now the last thing I have to share with you is that we have, this year, the 
opportunity to celebrate 25 years of our sister church relationship with Spring of 
Life Church in Ukraine. Many of you have been there before. Many of you who 
haven’t been there, know a lot about them and have been praying for them and 
are aware of all the ways God is working through them. Some of you have no idea 
what I am talking about so we want to update you a little bit on that.  
 
For 25 years, we have been partnering with Spring of Life Church in Ukraine. God 
has been using them in our lives in ministry in a powerful way and He has been 
using us in their lives in ministry in a powerful way. I will be going in October, the 
end of October, to Ukraine to celebrate with them and we will have a Sunday here 
while I am there which will be dedicated to celebrating what God has done in and 



through that sister church relationship. When I go, I want to bring a greeting from 
all of you. I am going to be making a video, and this is going to be part of that 
video, that will be shared there on that Sunday while I am there. 
 
What we are going to do is have all of you, in very enthusiastic ways, and that 
might be hard for some of you but I believe in you, with great joy and smiles on 
your faces, say, “We love you Spring of Life! God Bless You.”  
 
So let’s just practice that seated, then we will practice that standing. As we are 
saying this, I am going to have my phone out and I am going to be video taping you 
so you can be waving, you can be jumping up and down, you can be smiling, you 
can be hugging the person next to you. We are going to say, “We love you Spring 
of Life! God Bless You!” And I am going to pan across the crowd as we are doing 
that. 
 
So let’s practice the verbal part of that first, because there are several words 
there, and we want to get them right. So, I am going to let Dan cue you as to when 
to start.  
 
(Dan gives Cue) 
(Audience: “We love you Spring of Life! God Bless you!”)  
 
That was actually pretty decent! Now stand up, and you can really get that 
diaphragm involved so it can be even louder and more boisterous this time. I am 
going to record this one just in case you blow it on the real one, but the idea is that 
this is the practice one and then we will do the real one after this.  
 
Dan: After the real one we are going to go right into our time of worship because 
Jared is going to record that as well so that we can worship with our sister church 
on the other side of the world in the video. 
 
Jared: So remain standing after this so we can just continue in our time of worship. 
 
(Dan gives cue) 
(Audience: We love you Spring of Life! God Bless you!”) 
Audience: Cheers and clapping  



 
Jared: Yes! Hoot and holler and cheer and all that good stuff! I didn’t see jumping, 
but that’s ok, I saw a decent number of waves. That’s good! Feel free to express 
yourself. However the Lord leads, express yourself. 
 
Ok, now this one is for real. Then we are going to roll right into our first worship 
song together on video. 
 
(Dan gives cue) 
(Audience: “We love you Spring of Life! God Bless You!”) 
Audience: Cheering and clapping 
 
Worship 
 
One of the things we wanted to do in this Celebration Sunday is have an 
opportunity to thank some of you who have served in some really key roles over 
the last 18 months. Obviously, there were a number of ministries that have taken a 
pause during this time and yet others of you had to step up and fill key leadership 
roles so that the life and ministry of First Baptist church could move forward 
during this crazy pandemic, which apparently never wants to end. We’re thankful 
for you, we’re thankful for all of you, all of you who have given, all of you who 
have prayed, all of you who have served in different capacities, and we want to 
highlight a few of you and the role that you’ve played in leadership and ministry by 
volunteering your time, your prayers, and your efforts over the last 18 months. 
 
I am going to ask you to stand if you are in one of these groups and then remain 
standing. At the end of me naming all of these groups, we are going to have a time 
to give thanks and appreciation to the Lord and to those who have served in these 
ways.  
 
If you served over the last 18 months in any capacity within Early Childhood, 
Children’s Ministry or Student Ministries, I’d like you to stand right now. These are 
men and women who have stood in and cared for our children and youth. Many of 
our volunteers in these areas were not able to serve over the last 18 months for a 
lot of important reasons, but these brothers and sisters did. 
 



If you worshipped and served the Lord by caring for people through our Guest 
Ministries - our door hosts, our welcome center hosts, or our ushers - over the last 
18 months, please stand. 
 
If you have been part of our Worship Ministries - our musicians and vocalists - over 
the last 18 months, please stand. We needed services. Even when we were doing 
them online, we still needed services.  
 
If you are part of our Sunday Morning Tech Crew, we increased the number of tech 
people every service by 50% because of our streaming option. If you are part of 
the Sunday Morning Tech Crew, please stand.  
 
If you are part of the Celebrate Recovery leadership, this is a ministry that is 
always vital and critical, especially during the season that we have been through, 
please stand. 
 
If you have been part of the Ministry of Visitation, and/or phone calling people 
that maybe you used to be able to visit, but for a period of time you weren’t able 
to visit, if you are part of caring for people who are homebound or ill or anything in 
that way, please stand. 
 
If you’ve been part of our Church Board over the last year and a half and have 
faced lots of really important discussions and made lots of really hard decisions 
and glorified God by leading our church, please stand. And finally, I just want to 
highlight two staff members in particular: Nikki and Barrett both have vital, vital 
roles and have served the Lord in so many different ways in the last 18 months. 
Nikki and Barrett I know you’re standing already, but please stand. 
 
What I’d like to do right now church is invite all of us to show our appreciation to 
the Lord and to these brothers and sisters for the way they served. 
 
(Audience: Clapping) 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for serving the Lord. If you would like to serve in 
any of these capacities or in dozens and dozens of other ways moving forward, I 
think every brother or sister who stood would tell you, “I have been blessed, I have 



been encouraged, I have been strengthened, it has been a joy, not that it’s always 
easy, but it has been a joy to serve the Lord, to serve our church family, to serve 
people in the community.” We hope all of you are serving in some capacity as we 
head into a new ministry year together. 
 
We are going to share some testimonies now. Carole Troff is going to share one 
live and then we will read several that have been sent in over the last week or so. 
 
Carole, thank you for being willing to share your testimony this morning. 
 
Carole Troff: I am here this morning to testify to the greatness of our God. My 
name is Carole Troff; I just celebrated my 78th birthday. My husband Dennis and I 
moved here 28 years ago and have been members of First Baptist Church for those 
years. I have struggled with depression and anxiety for over 30 years. Depression is 
like a heavy garment that someone puts on you and you can’t get it off. It makes 
your world dark and distorted. It is a sickness in your brain. People can’t see if 
you’re depressed. You don’t put your name on the prayer sheet, you don’t get 
visitation, or a card or meals brought in. It’s a hard time. When we moved to 
Cambridge 28 years ago, it was a really hard move for me. I started to really 
struggle so I sought out a therapist at the medical center. I saw him for several 
years and then I started to go out of control, and I entered a psychiatric ward of a 
hospital in Forest Park, IL. They had a program that was Christian based called 
“Rafa.” Do you know that one of God’s names is Jehovah Rafa, the God that heals? 
 
I was there at the Rafa program for 18 days. They were difficult days but I came 
home and I improved and things seemed to go along pretty well for a while. But 
with depression it’s an up and a down all the time. I was in a small group. I was in a 
women’s prayer group and Dennis and I led a group. I had a lot of people that 
prayed for me and with me and stood with me when times were dark.  
 
But depression doesn’t leave you and about 2 or 3 years ago, I started again into 
kind of an abysmal state. I didn’t understand what was happening, I cried out to 
the Lord, and I cried a lot on my own. There were times when I wondered if it 
would be just be better if I just wasn’t here anymore. And then late in June, my 
friend Kay Blake invited me to hear a speaker at Lakeside Christian Church. It was 
Wednesday evening, June 30. I prayed about whether I should go, and I decided 



maybe there was something there for me. The speaker was Bill Vanderbush. He is 
a 3rd generation pastor. He and his wife Tracy travel all over and speak. They are a 
beautiful couple. He gave a beautiful message and afterwards, I went up to ask 
him to pray for me. I walked up to him and I said, “I have suffered from depression 
for over 30 years, and I’d like you to pray for me” and he did.  
 
As he prayed, one of the things he said was, “Carole, God wants you to know that 
he is not disappointed in you.” Whoah. How many times had I felt like I had 
disappointed god and then didn’t understand what was going on in my life and I 
wasn’t sure if He understood it either. 
 
Bill prayed for me and again he said, “Carole, God has never been disappointed in 
you.” It was a beautiful prayer and when he got finished, he gave me some books 
that he had brought with him. One of them was by his wife, Tracy, one that I’ve 
read and used often. It states that God delights in restoration and repair. 3 John 
1:2 says, “Beloved I have prayed that in all respects, you may prosper and be in 
good health.” I went home feeling relaxed and peaceful and trusting that God had 
heard Bill’s prayer for me.  
 
The next morning, as always, I went out on our porch. I was journaling, praying, 
and reading God’s Word. The reading that morning was from our Bible Reading 
and Prayer Plan from our church. And this is what I read in Luke 13, “One Sabbath 
day, while Jesus was teaching in the synagogue, he encountered a seriously 
handicapped woman. She was crippled and had been doubled over for 18 years. 
Her disease was caused by a demonic spirit of bondage that had left her unable to 
stand up straight. When Jesus saw her condition, he called her over and gently laid 
his hands on her. Then he said, ‘Dear woman, you are free. I release you forever 
from this crippling spirit’ and instantly, she stood straight and tall and overflowed 
with glorious praise to God.”  
 
I jumped up out of my chair and stood because I was that woman! And God was 
confirming in His Word that he had healed me. I was praising God and I was crying 
and God showed me in his Word that very morning that he had healed me of my 
depression of my anxiety. I was thankful and I was joyful knowing that God 
Almighty, the creator of all things, reached down at that particular time to heal 
me.  



 
And in the days following, God has been returning to me all that the locusts had 
eaten, as it says in Joel 2:25. All the things that depression and medication had 
robbed me of. God was allowing me freedom in a lot of areas where I had stepped 
away and didn’t think things were possible. I thanked him over and over. It 
reminded me of when Jesus healed Lazarus and He called him forth out of the 
tomb and Lazarus came out of the tomb but Jesus said, “Remove his grave 
clothes.” God was removing my grave clothes and setting me free. 
 
I don’t know why God waited 30 years to heal me. His ways are not my ways; He 
sees the end from the beginning. No one can thwart the plans of the Lord. But I 
know that He knew that today, this morning, that I would be giving my testimony. 
And I believe that there is someone here today that needed to hear this. Someone 
who might be struggling and suffering and who needs to cry out to God and the 
church community for the help that they need.  
 
I close with this: Our God’s name is Jehovah Rafa and He is not disappointed in 
you. Thank you. 
 
Pastor Jared Gustafson: 
Alright, I have a few other testimonies to share and if I stumble over any words, it’s 
me, not the people who wrote. 
 
This first one is from Cindy Gunville: 
In 2005, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. I had my surgeries and met with 
oncologists who stated if I did no chemo or radiation, the statistics showed I would 
die within the next 2 years. I went home and prayed about it. In a dream, God 
revealed to me that I would die if I went with the recommendation. I put all my 
faith in God and did not have any chemo or radiation. Now I have been 17 years 
cancer-free this coming January. I’m so thankful God showed me the path to take. 
God is good, all the time, God is good. We have to listen to Him. He knows what is 
the best course for our lives. There is a saying, “If God brings you to it, he will bring 
you through it.” You only need to have the faith of a mustard seed - just believe. 
God bless you all. 
 
 



This next one is from Jenna Michaud: 
I have had the most amazing privilege of seeing God at work in the public schools 
in the last 6 years. I have so many stories to share that are so profound and 
inspiring. This is just one of those stories. God was setting the scene ahead of time 
and I had no idea.  
 
One day, I was working with a little boy who had a learning disability at one of our 
public elementary schools. The other teacher had just stepped out of the room to 
go get another student and this little boy told me he was sad about something. I 
asked him if he had talked to Jesus about it. His response was, “No.” Then I asked 
him, “Do you know how much Jesus loves you? Do you know how you can talk to 
Jesus about anything and he will talk to you and comfort you?” What happened 
next, shocked me. I didn’t expect this response from a 6 year old boy. He said very 
loudly and enthusiastically, “I want to know Jesus!” After I got my composure 
back, I said to him, “Do you really want to know Jesus with all your heart and 
soul?” He said, “Yes, I want to know Him! I want to know Jesus!” I said, “Then ask 
Jesus to come into your heart and he will be with you forever and ever and love 
you and care for you.” He then said, “Jesus come into my heart.”  
 
I had one of the most precious moments of my life getting to witness a child 
coming into God’s family of believers and be saved. I will never forget this moment 
as long as I live and I thank God for giving me a witness seat next to Him while he 
worked in this young boy’s life. The little boy’s sadness turned to smiles and joy for 
the rest of the day and all I could do was smile too. 
 
This next one is from Barrett Holmgren: 
How can I not share God’s grace shown to me? Heart disease runs in my family but 
I somewhat felt immune, or that I would somehow escape it. I was in denial even 
after some of the signs that something was off. I always passed the stress test, 
EKGs and even my x-ray looked good, but was the blood test that revealed the 
problem. That’s why they call it the silent killer. God showed me his grace in the 
timing of my heart issues. It could have happened when I was working in 107-
degree heat in California. It could have happened while I was driving 2,000 miles 
back from California. It could have happened during the transition from Mike 
Wallin’s Accounting over to Newton Financial. But God knew, and in His grace, He 



timed it when I was surrounded by my family and when there was a backup plan in 
place at church. If it was going to happen, He showed me his amazing grace.  
 
God showed his love for me by answering so many prayers offered on my behalf. 
He provided the best surgeon and the right nurses for every step of my recovery. I 
received phone calls, cards, and timely visits that encouraged me and showed 
God’s unending love. Having heart surgery is a very traumatic experience. It 
demonstrated God’s power to heal. It also demonstrated God’s power to use 
people like doctors, nurses and people from my church family to carry me through 
and lead me down the road to recovery. Thank you all from the bottom of my new 
heart for all the ways you lifted me up to our gracious, loving, powerful heavenly 
Father. Forever grateful, Barrett. 
 
This next one is from David Zieba and this might be a surprise to Donna: 
God sent us to meet each other at the right place at the right time and 2.5 years 
later, a wedding. Today, August 15, it’s “Happy 51st Anniversary Donna.” Always 
loving you, David.  
 
Pastor Jared Gustafson: 
I also found out that the Bacons are celebrating 40 years today. We also have 5 
church family members who are celebrating birthdays today. You don’t know this 
but every Sunday we gather, we have people who have birthdays so maybe every 
Sunday we should sing Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary so that we cover all 
of those. But what fun things to celebrate as a church family. 
 
This next one is from someone who would like to remain anonymous: 
I want to thank God for all the ways he has been working in my life, my husband’s 
life, and in our marriage. And I want to thank all of our brothers and sisters at First 
Baptist who have been holding us up in prayer and have been walking alongside us 
all of these years. Jesus is bringing freedom in our individual lives, and together as 
a couple and I am so grateful. I can’t wait to see what He has for us individually 
and as a couple. I want to praise and thank God for his love, his mercy, and his 
kindness, faithfulness and forgiveness.  
 
 
 



This next one is from Timothy Hanna: 
When I was 16, I went to a high school soccer game. Returning to the car with 3 
others, I was the first to the curb. As I was taking a step, I was physically pulled 
back. At that very moment, a speeding car going over 35 miles per hour, zipped by 
me, traveling on the wrong side of the road on a residential street, so I was not 
even looking in that direction.  
 
The three people I was with said, “How did you know that car was coming?” They 
might have even said, “How did you pull yourself back?” I gave a feeble answer 
that it just caught my eye, but I knew deep down that something else pulled me 
back. I knew it had to be an angel or something. I gave God credit immediately 
internally but did not verbalize it out loud so two things I learned from this 
experience. One, acknowledge God for any such miracles verbally especially when 
you know it to be true no matter what. Two, it was the question of, “Why did he 
save me?” I was not too keen on living back then, so there must be a reason for 
that.  
PS, I know because of the exact position I was in in my step off the curb, I could 
not have stopped myself.  
 
Pastor Jared Gustafson: 
So if any of you doubt Him, he will tell you point blank that this was a miracle; God 
saved him.  
 
Finally, from Ashley Carlson. She asked some of the kids a couple of weeks ago to 
write down things that they are thanking God for or ways God has helped them in 
this past year. These are from the kids: 
 
Thank you God for helping my family with our move this summer. 
 
Thank you God for helping me feel your presence through sickness. 
 
Thank you God for helping me get over the loss of my dog, River. She had trouble 
walking so my mom took her to the vet and put her to sleep. 
 
Thank you God for giving me food and my dog, Deacon. 
 



Thank you for my lego set. 
 
Thank you God for friends. 
 
Thank you God for helping my family during the process of moving. It’s been hard 
but you have provided for us. I am thankful for generous grandparents who 
opened their home to us while our new home is being finished. Thank you. 
 
Thank you God for family. 
 
Pastor Jared Gustafson: 
Lets praise God for all He has done! 
 
(Audience: Clapping). 
 
Worship 
 
Pastor Jared Gustafson: 
Our God is so good. He is so good. One of the ways our God has been so good to 
First Baptist over the years, and so faithful through you, through your prayers, 
through your ministry, is that this church has been committed to raising up the 
next generation in Christ, for generation after generation after generation. Over 
the last couple of weeks, you’ve heard from our Children’s Ministry and our Jr. 
high Ministry. This morning, I want you to hear a little bit more about our Sr. High 
ministry and ways that God might want to use you in the lives of our Sr. High 
students. So Ryan Johnson is coming forward and he has two special guests who 
will be sharing this morning. 
 
Ryan: 
I have Maddie Troolin and Hailey Treichel joining me up here. And really quick, I 
want to just tell you what is going on in Sr. High this year. Last year, we moved to 
Sunday nights, but we are moving back to Wednesday nights. And we’re also 
bringing back our special events that we weren’t able to do last year. So the needs 
that we have in Sr. High this year are: We need one male small group leader to 
step up and we need one female small group leader to step up. These people 
would be part of our Wednesday night ministry. They will be engaging with 



students in small group time during the second half of youth group. They will also 
be a leader presence in the room during youth group. If you have other questions, 
there are a lot of past leaders who would love to talk to you about it. I am looking 
at faces right now, and see a few of you. But we also have a couple of other needs 
this year: We are looking for people who are willing to step in and teach a few 
weeks of a series - maybe one, two, three weeks at a time - in Community Group. 
So if you are someone who has the gift of teaching and would be interested in 
that, we would love to have some people step in and help teach with Sr. High and 
with Jr. High as well.  
 
And then we also need people willing to step in for some special events. Jared 
already talked about the lock-in happening in a week and a half. We also have a 
retreat weekend happening in October. We have Christmas parties, we have 
broomball events, we have another retreat weekend. We have summer events 
going on. We are always looking for people to step into leading at these special 
events so that you don’t put all the trust in me with all the kids because that’s a 
dangerous thing to do.  
 
I brought these two students with me this morning because I wanted to talk about 
the small group leaders and the role they play at youth group. I am going to have 
them share their experience, and give their answers, rather than me trying to 
explain that to you. 
 
Hailey we will go with you first. Hailey, what is your favorite part of youth group? 
 
Hailey: Personally, I really like worship night. It has always been one of those 
nights for me where you get to see everyone in a different way than usual. Like 
kids from school would go up and speak and stuff and it’s just always nice. 
 
Maddie: I think for me, it’s been small groups. It’s always such a special time when 
girls and boys from our own ages can come together and share what its like to be a 
Christian in our world today. 
 
Ryan: Maddie we will stay with you. Why are small group leaders important in 
your small groups? 
 



Maddie: I think small group leaders are important because sometimes, especially 
for girls, it can be easy to stray from the topic at hand. Small group leaders help to 
keep it on track and teach us about the lesson. 
 
Ryan: What role do small group leaders play outside of small group time in your 
life? 
 
Hailey: A lot of the small group leaders are mentors to a lot of the students in our 
church. They meet with them on a regular basis outside of church and talk about 
God and keep us connected. 
 
Ryan: I know a lot of you out there are sitting there thinking, “I’m not equipped to 
be a small group leader. I don’t want to be with students. I don’t know what I’m 
doing. I don’t know how I would be a resource for them.” So, I want you two, 
Maddie and Hailey, to share what traits you think small group leaders should or 
could have that would be good in that role? 
 
Hailey: I think patience is probably really important thing because a lot of students 
are coming from different backgrounds or are just at different walks in life with 
God. You just want to see students grow in God right away but sometimes it just 
takes time and commitment and patience. 
 
Maddie: I think small group leaders just need to be genuine. Us students are asked 
to be genuine and open during small groups so that’s all we ask of you as well. 
 
Ryan: Thank you, you two. as I said, we need one male and one female small group 
leader. That’s all we need. That is it. That’s little. My request would be for you, if 
that sounds interesting, just pray about it, think about it, and reach out to the 
church office or me personally if you are interested in doing so. Thank you. 
 
Jared:  
I will never make it as a stand-up comedian; it’s a good thing that God didn’t call 
me to that. Last week I tried to tell a little joke in the sharing time in this service 
and I said, “One of the students coming up I know fairly well and the other I deeply 
love.” And then I was supposed to come back after they made their way down and 
say, “My son is the one I know fairly well and Allie is the one I deeply love” but I 



totally forgot to say that so after the service, Mandy said, “Well who was who? 
You didn’t give us any clarity there.” So that’s why, well one of the many reasons 
why, I wouldn’t make it as a stand up comedian.  
 
Well we are going to celebrate as we seek God in His Word. And this will be one of 
the shortest messages you ever hear me preach so buckle in because I am going to 
move pretty quickly. 
 
(One person applauding) 
 
Liz! You’re not supposed to applaud! Millie, get her in line! Could you pinch her or 
something for me? That is not fair! 
(Audience laughing) 
 
Let’s seek the Lord in prayer. 
 

God we thank you for your love for us, and we thank you for the ways you 
lavish your love on us through your spirit and through your word when we 
come together as a church family. And we open your word and seek to learn 
from you and grow and become like Christ. And as a body of Christ, more 
accurately reflect who you are, in this world and in this community that 
you’ve planted us in. I pray that you would teach us now. I ask these things in 
your name, Amen. 

 
If you like to keep track of the words of the day, in addition to any name of God I 
use, you can also keep track of “celebrate” or “celebration” because this morning 
we are talking about The Discipline of Celebration. 
 
Celebration is one of those spiritual exercises that we are to do in our lives to 
glorify God and grow in Christ-likeness. How fun is that? I believe that followers of 
Jesus Christ ought to be the most joy-filled people anyone ever interacts with. 
Followers of Jesus Christ ought to be some of the happiest people that anyone 
ever interacts with.  
 
The reality is , do we go through trials? Yes. Do we go through hardship? Yes. Is 
there suffering in our lives? Absolutely. And in the midst of those trials, hardships 



and suffering, the Holy Spirit of God is able to help us have joy and express joy. 
One of the ways that we express joy as a church family is to celebrate with one 
another. 
 
Listen to these quotes from some pastors, church leaders and church planters. 
 
Augustine of Hippo: “The Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.” 
Alleluia sometimes is more commonly said, “Hallelujah” and simply means “Praise 
the Lord.” How many of you remember the song from growing up: 
Allelu, allelu, allelu, alleluia, praise ye the Lord. 
 
(Pastor Jared: leads congregation in singing the song) 
 
That is one of the things that we as followers of Jesus get to do is celebrate and be 
weird and have a lot of fun and I do hate to admit it, guys, but I think the ladies 
won that song battle. 
 
Here is another quote for you by Jim Elliot: “Wherever you are, be all there…” How 
abnormal is that in our culture right now? To be fully present in the moment and 
with the person or people that you are with. “…Live to the hilt in every situation 
you believe to be the will of God.” And if you are in a situation which you believe is 
not the will of God, run. Run.  
 
And one by Richard Foster: “Celebration is at the heart of the way of Christ.” 
 
Is that not good news? To be people who celebrate personally and corporately on 
a regular basis is at the heart of following Jesus, living in His way, in this world.  
 
And we see that all throughout Scripture. Now I’m going to move pretty fast 
through these passages of Scripture. You can try to keep up in your Bibles if you 
want to, if you’re really good at sword drills like Dave Johnson, or you can follow 
along on the screen. 
 
From Exodus 23. This is to the people of God. This is a command from the Most 
High God to his people. 
 



Exodus 23:14-17 
14 “Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival to me. 15 “Celebrate 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without 
yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of 
Aviv, for in that month you came out of Egypt. “No one is to appear before 
me empty-handed. 16 “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the firstfruits 
of the crops you sow in your field. “Celebrate the Festival of Ingathering at 
the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field. 17 “Three 
times a year all the men are to appear before the Sovereign Lord. 

 
God said early on to his people, “To be my people means you need to gather 
together on a regular basis and celebrate. Have a feast, have a festival. Worship 
me through celebration.  
 
Listen to what the Psalmist says in Psalm 89. 
 Psalm 89:14-18 

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
    love and faithfulness go before you. 
15 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, 
    who walk in the light of your presence, Lord. 
16 They rejoice in your name all day long; 
    they celebrate your righteousness. 
17 For you are their glory and strength, 
    and by your favor you exalt our horn. 
18 Indeed, our shield belongs to the Lord, 
    our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you. They rejoice in your name all 
day long. They celebrate your righteousness.  
 
David in Psalm 145:3-7 writes this: 
 Psalm 145:3-7 

3 Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
    his greatness no one can fathom. 
4 One generation commends your works to another; 
    they tell of your mighty acts. 



5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 
    and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works— 
    and I will proclaim your great deeds. 
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness 
    and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

 
That’s what we need to be about as a church here. The older generations 
commending the works of the Lord to the younger generations, helping them 
understand and celebrate all that our God is.  
 
Are we a people who celebrate God’s abundant goodness? Do we joyfully sing of 
His righteousness? I have to be honest with you, I think some of us struggle to 
joyfully sing and celebrate God’s righteousness, His goodness, His love in our lives. 
Now that can look a lot of different ways. I would encourage you, I would 
challenge you to, in your own personal devotional life as you sing to the Lord - and 
maybe it’s just in your heart or as we gather as a body of believers - to be those 
who joyfully sing of the righteousness of God, who celebrate his abundant 
goodness. 
 
In Nehemiah 8, the wall has been rebuilt, the book of the law has been brought 
out. It’s been read to God’s people who are gathered in Jerusalem and listen to 
what happens here in Nehemiah 8:9-10. 
 

Nehemiah 8:9-10 
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy 
to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been 
weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go 
and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have 
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 
 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. That’s why we need to be joy filled people. 
That’s why God comes to live in us and the Holy Spirit, the source of all joy in the 
universe, lives in you. As a follower of Jesus Christ. Let some of him out. Let some 



of that joy out every day. Look for opportunities to be in the strength of the Lord 
as the joy of the Lord comes through you.  
 
Now we get to Jesus. Jesus was full of joy. Jesus loved parties. He loved 
celebrations. We see this again all throughout the New Testament. 
 

Luke 2:8-11 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

Jesus has come and that announcement is good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Look at Luke 4:16-21: 
 

Luke 4:16-21 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found 
the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began 
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 
Jesus declared, “I have brought the Year of the Lord. The Year of Jubilee. The year 
where all of these things would happen and we today, 2000 years later continue to 
live in the Year of our Lord, 2021. The Year of Jubilee - the year where God wants 



to set the captives free and bring sight to the blind. He wants to help people who 
are suffering and in need. This is the Year of Jubilee - this year, and next year, and 
the year after that. Every year until Christ returns is the Year of Jubilee and so we 
celebrate each year as God gives it to us. 
 

John 10:10 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 

 
Jesus has brought you the fullness of life and one day, in his presence, we will 
experience the full glory of being one with the Father, with the Son, with the Holy 
Spirit, and being one with one another.  
 

John 15:9-11 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 
10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
 

Now the joy of the Lord which helps us live in that heart and mindset of 
celebration is only possible through obedience. Obedience is only possible through 
complete dependence on the Holy Spirit and trust in the Word of God. This is not 
something you can do on your own, ever. You can not obey Jesus Christ and 
receive and experience the fullness of his joy apart from the Holy Spirit’s work in 
you, apart from the Word of God, apart from your brothers and sisters who pray 
for you and encourage you and hold you accountable. 
 
Think about these other things that Jesus did. He turned water into wine that was 
brought out at the wedding feast at the point where people might have had a little 
too much to drink already and they had quite the party because this was the best 
wine that anyone had ever tasted. 
 
He fed 5,000 plus people and 4,000 plus people on two different occasions. Think 
about the festive atmosphere at those feedings of masses of people. He was 
accused personally of being a drunkard and a glutton. He was accused of being a 
friend of sinners, of tax-collectors, of prostitutes. Meaning, he hung out where 



people were partying and having a good time and he loved them well. He was 
there so often that he was accused of being drunk, accused of being a glutton. 
Obviously, neither of those accusations was true of Him. He defended his disciples 
of not fasting because he said he was the bridegroom and he was present with his 
disciples. He told parables about feasts, wedding, banquets, etc. 
 
Let’s look at the early church.  

Acts 2:42-27 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

 
There is a line that has become popular within Christians, at least in the US, about 
church: “The best hour of every week. Come on Sunday morning to our church. It 
will be the best hour of your week. And then we will send you on your way and 
you can do the rest of life however you want to but then come back again next 
Sunday.”  
 
Well the early church knew and we need to understand that life lived for Jesus 
Christ must be lived in community with other believers. And community does not 
happen one hour a week. True Christian fellowship, depth of relationship, cannot 
be formed merely by attending worship services. That’s why we invite you, we 
encourage you, we challenge you to be involved beyond simply Sunday morning 
worship because we are used by God in your life and you are used by God in our 
life to help us live with glad and sincere hearts, to praise God, to enjoy the favor of 
all the people, and to see God’s work done in our midst. 
 
 
 



Paul who suffered greatly, consistently, over and over again, suffered for the name 
of Jesus Christ. Listen to what he says:  
 

Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Every one of us individually and us collectively, rejoice 
in the Lord always. I say it again, rejoice. The Lord is near. That is why we can 
rejoice. Even in the midst of hardship, difficulty, trial, pain, suffering, we can 
rejoice because the Lord is near us.  
 
Finally, this is what we’re looking forward to. This is what we’re praying for and 
longing for, for Jesus to usher in from Revelation 19:5-8. 
 

Revelation 19:5-8 
5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 
“Praise our God, 
    all you his servants, 
you who fear him, 
    both great and small!” 
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing 
waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
“Hallelujah! 
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
    and his bride has made herself ready. 
8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 
    was given her to wear.” 
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 

 



You are one of God’s holy people. Who on that day, will celebrate the greatest 
feast the world has ever seen. It goes so far above and beyond anything any of us 
can ever imagine. And that’s what we have to look forward to. So from this day 
until that day, may we be a people who celebrate. May we be a people who 
rejoice in the Lord, always. May we be a people who depend more fully on the 
Holy Spirit each and every day, who read the Word of God and allow it to read us. 
Who encourage our brothers and sisters and pray for them. May we be a people 
who stand in such stark contrast to the hatred that we hear and see in our world, 
to the cynicism that we hear and see in our world. May we be people who shine 
brightly like stars in the heaven in this dark and crooked generation. As we 
celebrate Jesus. And gladly tell people about Him.  
 
Let’s pray together. 

Lord God, we desire to celebrate all that you are, all that you are doing, all 
that you have done, all that you will do in the future. We want to be people 
who celebrate you, who are eager to engage in this discipline of celebration. 
Holy Spirit we need your help to do that. We need your help to celebrate, 
even in the midst of difficulties and trials and challenges. We need your help 
to walk in obedience because that’s where the joy of the Lord comes from. 
We want to have the strength of the Lord that comes through his joy but that 
can only come through You, through your Word, through connection and 
relationship and fellowship with other believers. And so Lord, we pray that 
you would help us to walk in these ways. And to celebrate you in a way that 
brings you honor and glory and that demonstrates to the world around us 
that we know the one true living God. The one who has made life, the one 
who sustains life, the one who has given an opportunity for everyone to 
know and worship you, to be forgiven and redeemed and saved by you. That 
is our prayer, help us to celebrate you. We pray this in your Holy name Jesus, 
Amen.  
 

(Communion Observed) 
(Worship) 
 
Every knee shall bow, every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Will you 
be one who does that this side of the judgment seat of Christ? That is the 
question. Everyone will one day bow and confess that but you will be one that 



gave your life to Jesus Christ this side of heaven. I just want to pray a prayer of 
blessing over you as we make our way outside.  
 
Heavenly Father, I thank you for your church. I thank you for each one of these 
precious children of yours. I thank you Lord that you have never been 
disappointed in any one of us. You have pursued us with your love and pursued us 
with your love and drawn us more deeply into a love relationship with you and we 
thank you for that. We want to be a church that celebrates well. Personally and 
corporately, we know this is something that you have invited your people to do for 
thousands and thousands and thousands of years. May we have the joy of the Lord 
and may your joy be our strength. Be with those who are about to share their 
testimonies and be baptized. Lord, if you are tugging on anyone’s heart that today 
is the day you want them to be baptized, even if they weren’t aware of that, pray 
that you would give them the courage to talk with one of us so that we can help 
them take that step with you. We thank you and praise you for the lunch that we 
will enjoy after the baptism and just thank you for this chance to connect and be 
together as one church family. We pray this in the matchless name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


