
Dear Church Family, 
 
I am writing you this email to update you on a major change affecting our Sunday 

morning ministries.  On Tuesday night, November 10th, the First Baptist Church Board met.  At 
this meeting the current situation in Isanti County regarding COVID-19 was discussed at length.  
After much prayer seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit, the Board decided that beginning on 
Sunday November 22nd, both of our worship services will be held entirely online, with no in-
person attendance besides the members of the worship team.  Additionally, Sunday School for 
adults and students will be temporarily suspended.  This change will be in effect for at least the 
next few weeks. Our Thanksgiving Eve Service will also be held entirely online.  
 At this time, we are not changing our midweek ministries or our building hours because 
we are able to better maintain masking and social distancing measures in those contexts, and 
we have fewer people in the building at those times.  Additionally, the people in our building 
during those times tend to be at a lower risk level for serious complications from COVID.  We 
will reassess this portion of the decision regularly and adjust our plans if necessary. 

We will continue to monitor the situation in Isanti County and are committed to 
welcoming worshippers back into the building as soon as it is safe to do so. That decision will be 
handled with great care and a humble, prayerful spirit surrendered to the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit as well.  We recognize that this news will surprise some and be a relief to others of 
you.  We remain committed to worshipping Jesus in Spirit and in Truth and are convinced that 
can happen on the mountain top, in the temple, in our church building, or in our living rooms 
(John 4:19-26).  Please continue to worship with us online throughout this time. We desire to 
be together, but while we need to be apart, we can come together in The Spirit that unites us! 

  We made this decision through prayer, God’s guidance, and the best information we 
have available. But, regardless of the facts, this is incredibly difficult, and we deeply desire you 
know that we love you and pray for you regularly.  This is a decision based on facts, not fear, 
and it is guided not by anxiety, but by love for you and love for our community.  We want First 
Baptist Church to be a part of the solution to this problem, so please receive this decision in 
that same spirit.  Feel free to continue reading to better understand the thought process 
behind our decision, and if you have questions or concerns don’t hesitate to reach out to me or 
any member of the church board.  We love you!  We miss you! We are praying for you, and we 
look forward to worshipping online together and in person again as soon as possible! 
 
With love, 
 
Larry Head- Board Moderator, and the First Baptist Church Board 
 
 
The above decision was not made lightly.  Below, are many of the factors that were considered 
during our discussion: 

- In Isanti County at the time of this writing there are a total of 945 confirmed COVID 
cases, well over 300 of which have occurred in the past 14 days.  This means that over 
1/3rd of the total cases in this county over the past 8 months have happened in the past 
2 weeks.  This marks a drastic and exponential increase in our county.   



- Projections have indicated that this exponential trend will likely continue in Isanti 
County for several weeks. 

- Isanti County Public Health has indicated that currently the transmission of the virus is 
due to “unknown community spread”, meaning that there is no way of knowing where it 
is coming from right now. 

- The Isanti County Public Health Department, while stopping short of recommending we 
close, has cautioned against gathering in large groups and singing, and has indicated 
that worshipping from home would be the best way to be a part of the solution to this 
problem in Isanti County.  

- The Cambridge Medical Center is dangerously close to being at capacity.   
- Several trusted doctors in our congregation shared that they believe now is the right 

time to move our worship services online out of love and concern for our congregation 
and community.  They also noted that at no time during this pandemic has Coronavirus 
been more dangerous to the people of Isanti County than it is right now. 

- The Cambridge/ Isanti School District has abruptly moved to distance learning at their 
High School and may make that decision regarding the rest of the district soon.   

- We have been blessed to have relatively few confirmed cases within our congregation 
that we have been made aware of, however with the case counts rising like they are, 
and the significant presence of asymptomatic cases, it is highly likely that we would 
have COVID positive people with us on Sundays without them knowing it.  

- Our congregation includes many highly vulnerable individuals.  Many of them have been 
worshipping from home for the entirety of this pandemic.  However, some do choose 
worship in person. 

- We have the ability to quickly and seamlessly return to worship in the building once a 
decision is made to do so.  This allows us to be much more flexible than we were in the 
spring when we first transitioned to online worship, and then back to in-person again. 

- Masking and Social distancing has been very well maintained during midweek children 
and youth ministries.   
 

Prayerful discussion of these facts led us to make the decision outlined above.  Again, we do not 
make this decision out of a spirit of fear, but out of a spirit of love for our congregation and love 
for our neighbors in the Isanti County community.  Pray with us that these difficult decisions 
will result in a slowing of the spread, protecting our community, and ultimately allowing us to 
gather in person again soon!  In the meantime, join us online as we praise Jesus together from 
our living rooms! 


