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The Bible is God’s inspired Word to His children, expressing 
His love for us, plan to save us, and desire for us to know 
and worship Him. The mission of First Baptist is, “Helping 
People Know, Love, and Become Like Jesus,” and that     
mission is impossible apart from individuals seeking the 
Lord daily in the Bible and in prayer. Our sincere desire is   
to encourage you and help you to do just that through this 
Bible Reading and Prayer Plan. 
 
As you open your Bible to read, begin with prayer. Thank 
God that He has revealed Himself to you through His Word 
and through His Holy Spirit that lives within you. Ask God 
to give you understanding as you read that you might know 
Him better. Ask Him to help you obey and incorporate what 
you’ve learned into your daily life. 
 
As you read, ask: 

• What has God revealed about Himself in this passage?  
• What has He revealed about the nature of mankind  

and God’s relationship and dealings with mankind in 
this passage?  

• How does his passage challenge me to  respond and/or 
obey? 

 
Close your time with prayer. Again, thank God for His Word 
and His Holy Spirit in strengthening and leading you. Ask 
that throughout the day the Holy Spirit might bring to mind 
what He wants you to learn and act on from this passage.  
 
Love in Christ, 
Pastors Jared, Donna, and Scott 
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Bible readings from Proverbs for MAR 15-21 
❑ MAR 15 

1 Kings 4:29-34; Proverbs 1:1-19; 2:1-12; 3:1-8, 21-26; 
4:24-27 

 
❑ MAR 16 
Proverbs 6:16-19  There are six things the LORD hates,    

seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that      
devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into 
evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs 
up dissension among brothers. 

Proverbs 28:13-14  He who conceals his sins does not       
prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy.  Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD, but 
he who hardens his heart falls into trouble. 

Proverbs 19:21  Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it 
is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.     

Proverbs 16:3  Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and 
your plans will succeed.     

Proverbs 21:30  There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that 
can succeed against the LORD.      

Proverbs 16:9  In his heart a man plans his course, but the 
LORD determines his steps.  

Proverbs 21:31  The horse is made ready for the day of 
battle, but victory rests with the LORD.    

Proverbs 17:3  The crucible for silver and the furnace for 
gold, but the LORD tests the heart.      

Proverbs 14:9  Fools mock at making amends for sin, but 
goodwill is found among the upright.     

Proverbs 28:9  If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even 
his prayers are detestable. 

Proverbs 21:3  To do what is right and just is more             
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 

Proverbs 19:2-3  It is not good to have zeal without 
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 knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way. A man’s own 
folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD.  

Proverbs 13:16  Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, 
but a fool exposes his folly.     

Proverbs 15:22  Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 
advisers they succeed. 

Proverbs 13:13  He who scorns instruction will pay for it, but 
he who respects a command is rewarded.  

Proverbs 14:15  A simple man believes anything, but a     
prudent man gives thought to his steps.  

Proverbs 14:34  Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace to any people. 

Proverbs 21:21  He who pursues righteousness and love 
finds life, prosperity and honor.  

Proverbs 14:30  A heart at peace gives life to the body, but 
envy rots the bones. 

Proverbs 17:22  A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a 
crushed spirit dries up the bones. 

Proverbs 30:5-6  Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield 
to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words, 
or He will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 

Proverbs 2:6-8  The LORD gives wisdom, and from His 
mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds     
victory in store for the upright, He is a shield to those 
whose walk is blameless, for He guards the course of the 
just and protects the way of His faithful ones.  

Proverbs 28:1  The wicked man flees though no one         
pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.  

Proverbs 14:32  When calamity comes, the wicked are 
brought down, but even in death the righteous have a     
refuge. 

Proverbs 30:5-9  Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not   
refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and lies far from 
me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only 
my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and      
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 disown you and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or I may become 
poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God. 

 
❑ MAR 17—DISCIPLINE: 
Proverbs 22:6  Train a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not turn from it.  
Proverbs 19:18  Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; 

do not be a willing party to his death.  
Proverbs 29:15  The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but  

a child left to himself disgraces his mother.    
Proverbs 29:17  Discipline your son, and he will give you 

peace; he will bring delight to your soul.  
Proverbs 20:11  Even a child is known by his actions, by 

whether his conduct is pure and right.   
Proverbs 19:19  A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; 

if you rescue him, you will have to do it again.  
Proverbs 19:20  Listen to advice and accept instruction, and 

in the end you will be wise.     
Proverbs 16:20  Whoever gives heed to instruction         

prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. 
Proverbs 13:1  A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but 

a mocker does not listen to rebuke.  
Proverbs 13:18  He who ignores discipline comes to poverty 

and shame, but whoever heeds correction is honored. 
Proverbs 10:17  He who heeds discipline shows the way to 

life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray.     
Proverbs 3:11-12  My son, do not despise the LORD’s         

discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD 
disciplines those He loves, as a father the son he delights 
in.  

 
PRIDE: 
Proverbs 16:18-19  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty 

spirit before a fall. Better to be lowly in spirit and among 
the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud. 
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 Proverbs 18:12  Before his downfall a man’s heart is proud, 
but humility comes before honor.  

Proverbs 11:2  When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but 
with humility comes wisdom.  

Proverbs 13:10  Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is 
found in those who take advice. 

Proverbs 25:14  Like clouds and wind without rain is a man 
who boasts of gifts he does not give. 

Proverbs 25:6-7  Do not exalt yourself in the king’s           
presence, and do not claim a place among great men;  it is 
better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” than for him 
to humiliate you before a nobleman.  

Proverbs 29:23  A man’s pride brings him low, but a man of 
lowly spirit gains honor.  

 
LAZINESS: 
Proverbs 6:6-11  Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its 

ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or 
ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its 
food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 
When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest — and poverty 
will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed 
man. 

Proverbs 20:13  Do not love sleep or you will grow poor; 
stay awake and you will have food to spare.  

Proverbs 20:4  A sluggard does not plow in season; so at 
harvest time he looks but finds nothing.     

Proverbs 19:15  Laziness brings on deep sleep, and the   
shiftless man goes hungry.     

Proverbs 14:23  All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk 
leads only to poverty.     

Proverbs 28:19  He who works his land will have abundant 
food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of 
poverty. 
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 Proverbs 10:4  Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent 
hands bring wealth.    

Proverbs 21:5  The plans of the diligent lead to profit as 
surely as haste leads to poverty.    

Proverbs 18:9  One who is slack in his work is brother to one 
who destroys.      

 
❑ MAR 18 – MONEY: 
Proverbs 22:2  Rich and poor have this in common: The 

LORD is the Maker of them all.  
Proverbs 28:25  A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he 

who trusts in the LORD will prosper.  
Proverbs 28:22  A stingy man is eager to get rich and is     

unaware that poverty awaits him.     
Proverbs 13:11  Dishonest money dwindles away, but he 

who gathers money little by little makes it grow.  
Proverbs 20:17  Food gained by fraud tastes sweet to a 

man, but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel.  
Proverbs 28:11  A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, but 

a poor man who has discernment sees through him.   
Proverbs 21:13  If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the 

poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.     
Proverbs 19:17  He who is kind to the poor lends to the 

LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.  
Proverbs 22:9  A generous man will himself be blessed, for 

he shares his food with the poor.      
Proverbs 17:5  He who mocks the poor shows contempt for 

their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go      
unpunished. 

Proverbs 11:24-25  One man gives freely, yet gains even 
more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A 
generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed.  

Proverbs 28:8  He who increases his wealth by exorbitant 
interest amasses it for another, who will be kind to the 
poor.  
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 Proverbs 10:2  Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, but  
righteousness delivers from death.     

Proverbs 11:7  When a wicked man dies, his hope perishes; 
all he expected from his power comes to nothing.  

Proverbs 11:4  Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death. 

Proverbs 22:26-27  Do not be a man who strikes hands in 
pledge or puts up security for debts; if you lack the means 
to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you.  

Proverbs 3:28  Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back  
later; I’ll give it tomorrow” —  when you now have it with 
you.    

Proverbs 17:16  Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, 
since he has no desire to get wisdom?    

Proverbs 28:6  Better a poor man whose walk is blameless 
than a rich man whose ways are perverse.  

Proverbs 16:8  Better a little with righteousness than much 
gain with injustice.    

Proverbs 16:16  How much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver!    

Proverbs 15:16-17  Better a little with the fear of the LORD 
than great wealth with turmoil. Better a meal of vegetables 
where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred.  

Proverbs 17:1  Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than 
a house full of feasting, with strife. 

Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the 
first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.      

 
❑ MAR 19 – RELATIONSHIPS: 
Proverbs 3:29  Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who 

lives trustfully near you.     
Proverbs 14:21  He who despises his neighbor sins, but 

blessed is he who is kind to the needy. 
Proverbs 3:27  Do not withhold good from those who       

deserve it, when it is in your power to act. 
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 Proverbs 14:31  He who oppresses the poor shows          
contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the 
needy honors God. 

Proverbs 31:8-9  Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak 
up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy. 

Proverbs 1:10  My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in 
to them.     

Proverbs 22:24-25  Do not make friends with a hot-
tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, 
or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.    

Proverbs 28:7  He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but 
a companion of gluttons disgraces his father.  

Proverbs 3:31  Do not envy a violent man or choose any of 
his ways.  

Proverbs 17:12  Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs 
than a fool in his folly.  

Proverbs 20:19  A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a 
man who talks too much.     

Proverbs 16:28  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a 
gossip separates close friends.     

Proverbs 14:7  Stay away from a foolish man, for you will 
not find knowledge on his lips.    

Proverbs 17:4  A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar pays 
attention to a malicious tongue.     

Proverbs 18:1  An unfriendly man pursues selfish ends; he 
defies all sound judgment.     

Proverbs 20:1  Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler;       
whoever is led astray by them is not wise.       

Proverbs 29:25  Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 
whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.  

Proverbs 26:17  Like one who seizes a dog by the ears is a 
passer-by who meddles in a quarrel not his own.  
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 SEXUAL PURITY: 
Proverbs 6:23-29  These commands are a lamp, this      

teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the 
way to life keeping you from the immoral woman, from the 
smooth tongue of the wayward wife. Do not lust in your 
heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her 
eyes, for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and 
the adulteress preys upon your very life. Can a man scoop 
fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? Can a 
man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? So 
is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who 
touches her will go unpunished. 

Proverbs 11:22  Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful 
woman who shows no discretion.  

 
❑ MAR 20 – TEMPER:  
Proverbs 14:17  A quick-tempered man does foolish things.   
Proverbs 20:3  It is to a man’s honor to avoid strife, but    

every fool is quick to quarrel.     
Proverbs 19:11  A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to 

his glory to overlook an offense.    
Proverbs 14:29  A patient man has great understanding, but 

a quick-tempered man displays folly.  
Proverbs 16:32  Better a patient man than a warrior, a man 

who controls his temper than one who takes a city.  
Proverbs 15:18  A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, 

but a patient man calms a quarrel.    
Proverbs 26:21  As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, 

so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.   
Proverbs 29:11  A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise 

man keeps himself under control.     
Proverbs 29:22  An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-

tempered one commits many sins.  
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 Proverbs 30:33  For as churning the milk produces butter, 
and as twisting the nose produces blood, so stirring up   
anger produces strife.    

Proverbs 10:12  Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers 
over all wrongs.  

Proverbs 20:22  Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this 
wrong!” Wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you.  

 
WATCH YOUR TONGUE! 
Proverbs 10:19  When words are many, sin is not absent, 

but he who holds his tongue is wise. 
Proverbs 17:14  Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so 

drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.     
Proverbs 21:23  He who guards his mouth and his tongue 

keeps himself from calamity.     
Proverbs 15:28  The heart of the righteous weighs its        

answers, but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.     
Proverbs 17:28  Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps      

silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.  
Proverbs 15:1  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 

harsh word stirs up anger.   
Proverbs 15:4  The tongue that brings healing is a tree of 

life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.     
Proverbs 18:2  A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but 

delights in airing his own opinions.   
Proverbs 18:7  A fool’s mouth is his undoing, and his lips are 

a snare to his soul.     
Proverbs 11:12  A man who lacks judgment derides his 

neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his tongue.  
Proverbs 13:3  He who guards his lips guards his life, but he 

who speaks rashly will come to ruin.    
Proverbs 18:13  He who answers before listening — that is 

his folly and his shame. 
Proverbs 26:18-19  Like a madman shooting firebrands or 

deadly arrows  is a man who deceives his neighbor and 
says, “I was only joking!” 
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Proverbs 26:20  Without wood a fire goes out; without    

gossip a quarrel dies down.   
Proverbs 27:2  Let another praise you, and not your own 

mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.  
Proverbs 29:20  Do you see a man who speaks in haste?  

There is more hope for a fool than for him.  
Proverbs 18:6  A fool’s lips bring him strife, and his mouth 

invites a beating.     
Proverbs 18:8  The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; 

they go down to a man’s inmost parts.  
Proverbs 17:9  He who covers over an offense promotes 

love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close 
friends.  

Proverbs 11:13  A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trust-
worthy man keeps a secret.     

Proverbs 16:24  Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to 
the soul and healing to the bones.    

Proverbs 19:9  A false witness will not go unpunished, and 
he who pours out lies will perish.     

Proverbs 17:4  A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar pays 
attention to a malicious tongue.      

Proverbs 30:32  If you have played the fool and exalted 
yourself, or if you have planned evil, clap your hand over 
your mouth! 

 
❑ MAR 21 – Song of Solomon 2 

Like a lily among thorns is my darling among the maidens. 
Like an apple tree among the trees of the  forest is my    
lover among the young men. I delight to sit in his shade, 
and his fruit is sweet to my taste. He has taken me to the 
banquet hall, and his banner over me is love. Strengthen 
me with raisins, refresh me with  apples, for I am faint with 
love. My lover is mine and I am his.  
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 Ecclesiastes 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every     
activity under heaven:   

a time to be born and a time to die,  
a time to plant and a time to uproot,  
a time to kill and a time to heal,  
a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to 
   weep and a time to laugh,  
a time to mourn and a time to dance,    
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,  
a time to embrace and a time to refrain,  
a time to search and a time to give up,  
a time to keep and a time to throw away,   
a time to tear and a time to mend,  
a time to be silent and a time to speak,  
a time to love and a time to hate,  
a time for war and a time for peace.  

 

…I know that there is nothing better for men than to be  
happy and do good while they live. That everyone may eat 
and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil — this is the gift 
of God. I know that everything God does will endure forever; 
nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God 
does it so that men will revere him…. I thought in my heart, 
“God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the  
wicked, for there will be a time for every activity, a time for 
every deed.”…So I saw that there is nothing better for a man 
than to enjoy his work, because that is his lot. For who can 
bring him to see what will happen after him?               
From Ecclesiastes 3 
 

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the days of trouble come and the years approach when you 
will say, “I find no pleasure in them.”  Ecclesiastes 12:1 
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Memorization: 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and 
He will make your paths straight. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
Bible readings for MAR 22-28: 
❑ 1 Kings 12 
❑ 1 Kings 13:1-6, 33-34 
❑ 1 Kings 14 
❑ 1 Kings 15 
❑ 1 Kings 16 
❑ 1 Kings 17:1-18:15 
❑ 1 Kings 18:16-19:21 

Memorization:  
 Cast your cares on the LORD and He will sustain you; He will 

never let the righteous fall.  Psalms 55:22 
 
Bible reading for MAR 29 - APR 4: 

❑ 1 Kings 21   
❑ 2 Kings 1 
❑ 2 Kings 2:1-22 
❑ 2 Kings 4 
❑ 2 Kings 5:1-6:23 
❑ 2 Kings 6:24-7:20 
❑ 2 Kings 8:7-19, 25-29 

Memorization:   
 Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and       

unsearchable things you do not know.  Jeremiah 33:3 
 
Bible reading for APR 5-11: 

❑ 2 Kings 9-10  
❑ 2 King 11; 2 Chronicles 24  
❑ 2 Kings 15 
❑ 2 Kings 16:1-9; Isaiah 7:1-9; 2 Chronicles 28:16-27 
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❑ 2 Kings 18-19:13, 35-37  
❑ 2 Chronicles 33:1-20  
❑ 2 Kings 22-23 

Memorization:  
 The eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to 

strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.  
2 Chronicles 16:9 

 
Bible reading for APR 12-18: 
❑ Jeremiah 25:1-14 
❑ 2 Kings 24 
❑ Jeremiah 37 
❑ Jeremiah 38 
❑ 2 Kings 25; Jeremiah 39:1-10 
❑ 2 Chronicles 36:15-21 
❑ Psalms 137:1-4; Lamentations 1:1-18; 3:17-40 

Memorization:   
 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of 

the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for His         
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is 
Your faithfulness.  Lamentations 3:21-23 

 
Bible reading for APR 19-25: 
❑ Jeremiah 1 
❑ Jeremiah 18:1-12; 29:1-14  
❑ Jeremiah 33 
❑ Jeremiah 44:1-14 
❑ Ezekiel 18:21-32 
❑ Ezekiel 20:1-44 
❑ Ezekiel 36:16-32 

Memorization:   
 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
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Bible reading for this APR 26 - MAY 2: 
❑ Isaiah 1:1-20; 5:1-13 
❑ Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-10; 27 
❑ Isaiah 40 
❑ Isaiah 41 
❑ Isaiah 45 
❑ Isaiah 53; 55 
❑ Jeremiah 1; 11:1-17 

Memorization: 
 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the   

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will 
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can 
fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and 
not be faint.  Isaiah 40:28-31 

 
Readings from the Minor Prophets for MAY 3-9 
❑ MAY 3: Hosea and His Runaway Bride     
Hosea 1:1-4  The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son 

of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and  
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam 
son of Jehoash king of Israel…the LORD said to him, “Go, 
take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaith-
fulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in 
departing from the LORD.” So he married Gomer daughter 
of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. Then 
the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will 
soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, 
and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel.”  

 

Hosea 3:1  The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love   to 
your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an 
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 adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, 
though they turn to other gods.”  

 

Hosea 4:1-2, 6-12  Hear the word of the LORD, you             
Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against 
you who live in the land: “There is no faithfulness, no love, 
no acknowledgment of God in the land. There is only    
cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they 
break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed…my 
people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; 
because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will 
ignore your children. The more the priests increased, the 
more they sinned against me; they exchanged their Glory 
for something disgraceful. They feed on the sins of My 
people and relish their wickedness. And it will be: Like  
people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their 
ways and repay them for their deeds. They will eat but not 
have enough; they will engage in prostitution but not        
increase, because they have deserted the LORD to give 
themselves to prostitution, to old wine and new, which 
take away the understanding of my people. They consult a 
wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit 
of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to 
their God.”  

 

Hosea 5:4-5  Their deeds do not permit them to return to 
their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do 
not acknowledge the LORD. Israel’s arrogance testifies 
against them; the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their 
sin; Judah also stumbles with them.  

 

Hosea 6:6-7  For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and               
acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. Like 
Adam, they have broken the covenant — they were        
unfaithful to me there.  
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Hosea 7:13-16  Woe to them, because they have strayed 

from me! Destruction to them, because they have rebelled 
against me! I long to redeem them but they speak lies 
against He. They do not cry out to Me from their hearts 
but wail upon their beds. They gather together for grain 
and new wine but turn away from Me. I trained them and 
strengthened them, but they plot evil against Me.  

 

Hosea 8:3-6, 12-13   Israel has rejected what is good; an   
enemy will pursue him. They set up kings without My      
consent; they choose princes without my approval. With 
their silver and gold they make idols for themselves to 
their own destruction. Throw out your calf-idol, O Samaria! 
My anger burns against them. How long will they be       
incapable of purity? They are from Israel! This calf — a 
craftsman has made it; it is not God. It will be broken in 
pieces, that calf of Samaria…. I wrote for them the many 
things of My law, but they regarded them as something 
alien.  

 

Hosea 9:1-3  Do not rejoice, O Israel; do not be jubilant like 
the other nations. For you have been unfaithful to your 
God; you love the wages of a prostitute at every threshing 
floor...They will not remain in the LORD’s land; Ephraim 
will return to Egypt and eat unclean food in Assyria.  

 

Hosea 9:17  My God will reject them because they have not 
obeyed Him; they will be wanderers among the nations.  

 

Hosea 11:1-5  When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out 
of Egypt I called My son. But the more I called Israel, the 
further they went from Me. They sacrificed to the Baals 
and they burned incense to images. It was I who taught 
Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not 
realize it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of 
human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from 
their neck and bent down to feed them. Will they not     
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 return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule over them because 
they refuse to repent?  

 

Hosea 13:4-6, 9  I am the LORD your God, [who brought 
you] out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, 
no Savior except Me. I cared for you in the desert, in the 
land of burning heat. When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they 
forgot Me. You are destroyed, O Israel, because you are 
against Me, against your helper.  

 

Hosea 14:1-4, 9  Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God. 
Your sins have been your downfall! Take words with you 
and return to the LORD. Say to Him: “Forgive all our sins 
and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of 
our lips.” 

 

 I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for My 
anger has turned away from them. Who is wise? He will 
realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand 
them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk 
in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.  

 
❑ MAY 4:  Joel, The Day of the Lord 
Joel 1:1-3, 6-7, 13-14  The word of the LORD that came to 

Joel son of Pethuel. Hear this, you elders; listen, all who 
live in the land. Has anything like this ever happened in 
your days or in the days of your forefathers? Tell it to your 
children, and let your children tell it to their children, and 
their children to the next generation…A nation has invaded 
my land, powerful and without number; it has the teeth of 
a  lion, the fangs of a lioness. It has laid waste my vines and 
ruined my fig trees. It has stripped off their bark and 
thrown it away, leaving their branches white. 

 

 Put on sackcloth, O priests, and mourn; wail, you who  
minister before the altar. Come, spend the night in       
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sackcloth, you who minister before my God; for the grain  
offerings and drink offerings are withheld from the house 
of your God. Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly.  
Summon the elders and all who live in the land to the 
house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD.   

 

Joel 2:12-13, 28-32  “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return 
to Me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning. Rend your heart and not your garments. Return 
to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassion-
ate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents 
from sending calamity.”  

 

 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my        
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days…And everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the 
survivors whom the LORD calls.” 

 
Amos, Missionary to the North  

Amos 2:4-7, 10-16  This is what the LORD says: “For three 
sins of Judah, even for four, I will not turn back [my wrath].  
Because they have rejected the law of the LORD and have 
not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray  
by false gods, the gods their ancestors followed, I will send 
fire upon Judah that will consume the fortresses of            
Jerusalem.” 

 

 This is what the LORD says: “For three sins of Israel, even 
for four, I will not turn back [my wrath]. They sell the right-
eous for silver, and the needy for a pair of  sandals. They 
trample on the heads of the poor as upon the dust of the 
ground and deny justice to the oppressed. Father and son 
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 use the same girl and so profane My holy name. 
 

 I brought you up out of Egypt, and I led you forty years in 
the desert to give you the land of the Amorites. I  also 
raised up prophets from among your sons and Nazirites 
from among your young men. Is this not true, people of 
Israel?” declares the LORD. “But you made the Nazirites 
drink wine and commanded the prophets not to prophesy.  
Now then, I will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded 
with grain. The swift will not escape, the strong will not 
muster their strength, and the warrior will not save his life.  
The archer will not stand his ground, the fleet-footed       
soldier will not get away, and the horseman will not save 
his life. Even the bravest warriors will flee naked on that 
day,” declares the LORD.  

 

Amos 3:1-2   Hear this word the LORD has spoken against 
you, O people of Israel — against the whole family I 
brought up out of Egypt: “You only have I chosen of all the 
families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your 
sins.”   

 

Amos 5:10-12, 14-15, 21-24  You hate the one who reproves 
in court and despise him who tells the truth. You trample 
on the poor and force him to give you grain. Therefore, 
though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in 
them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not 
drink their wine. For I know how many are your offenses 
and how great your sins. You oppress the righteous and 
take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice in the 
courts.  

 

 Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God 
Almighty will be with you, just as you say He is. Hate evil, 
love good; maintain justice in the courts.  Perhaps the 
LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of    
Joseph.  
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 “I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your 

assemblies. Even though you bring Me burnt offerings and 
grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring 
choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 
Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the 
music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river,  
righteousness like a never-failing stream!”  

 

Amos 9:8-12, 14-15  “Surely the eyes of the Sovereign LORD 
are on the sinful kingdom. I will destroy it from the face of 
the earth — yet I will not totally destroy the house of      
Jacob,” declares the LORD. “For I will give the command, 
and I will shake the house of Israel among all the nations as 
grain is shaken in a sieve, and not a pebble will reach the 
ground. All the sinners among my people will die by the 
sword, all those who say, ‘Disaster will not overtake or 
meet us.’” 

 

 “In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its 
broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to 
be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all 
the nations that bear my name,” declares the LORD, who 
will do these things. “I will bring back My exiled people      
Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. 
They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will 
make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their 
own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have 
given them,” says the LORD your God.  

 
Obadiah: “O, Bad Edom!”  

Obadiah 8-15, 18  “In that day,” declares the LORD, “will I 
not destroy the wise men of Edom, men of understanding 
in the mountains of Esau? Your warriors, O Teman, will be 
terrified, and everyone in Esau’s mountains will be cut 
down in the slaughter. Because of the violence against 
your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; you 
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 will be destroyed forever. On the day you stood aloof while 
strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners entered his 
gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of 
them. You should not look down on your brother in the 
day of his misfortune, nor rejoice over the people of Judah 
in the day of their destruction, nor boast so much in the 
day of their trouble. You should not march through the 
gates of my people in the day of their disaster, nor look 
down on them in their calamity in the day of their disaster, 
nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster. You 
should not wait at the crossroads to cut down their          
fugitives, nor hand over their survivors in the day of their 
trouble. The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you 
have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return 
upon your own head.  

 

 The house of Jacob will be a fire and the house of Joseph a 
flame; the house of Esau will be stubble, and they will set it 
on fire and consume it.  There will be no survivors from the 
house of Esau.” The LORD has spoken.  

 

❑ MAY 5:  Jonah, “Anywhere but Assyria!” 
Jonah 1:1-2:1, 10  The word of the LORD came to Jonah son 

of Amittai: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach 
against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”    

 

 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for         
Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship 
bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard 
and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. Then the 
LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent 
storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. All the 
sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And 
they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But 
Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell 
into a deep sleep. The captain went to him and said, “How 
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can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will 
take notice of us, and we will not perish.” 

 

 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots 
to find out who is responsible for this calamity.” They cast 
lots and the lot fell on Jonah. So they asked him, “Tell us, 
who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What 
do you do? Where do you come from? What is your      
country? From what people are you?” 

 

 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the 
God of heaven, Who made the sea and the land.”   

 

 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you 
done?” (They knew he was running away from the LORD, 
because he had already told them so.) The sea was getting 
rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we 
do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” 

 

 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it 
will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great 
storm has come upon you.” 

 

 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But 
they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. 
Then they cried to the LORD, “O LORD, please do not let us 
die for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable 
for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as 
you pleased.” Then they took Jonah and threw him over-
board, and the raging sea grew calm. At this the men 
greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the 
LORD and made vows to him. But the LORD provided a 
great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish 
three days and three nights. From inside the fish Jonah 
prayed to the LORD his God…And the LORD commanded 
the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

 

Jonah 3:1-6, 10  Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a 
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 second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim 
to it the message I give you.” Jonah obeyed the word of 
the LORD and went to Nineveh.   

 

 Now Nineveh was a very important city — a visit required 
three days. On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He 
proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be over-
turned.” The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, 
and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on  
sackcloth. When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he 
rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered  
himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust…When 
God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the 
destruction he had threatened.  

 

Jonah 4  But Jonah was greatly displeased and became     
angry. He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I 
said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to 
flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and        
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 
a God who relents from sending   calamity. Now, O LORD, 
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

    

But the LORD replied, “Have you any right to be angry?” 
 

Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. 
There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and        
waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the 
LORD God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah 
to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and     
Jonah was very happy about the vine. But at dawn the next 
day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that 
it withered. When the sun rose, God provided a scorching 
east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he 
grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better 

for me to die than to live.” 
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But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry 
about the vine?” 
 

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”  
 

But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this 
vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang 
up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot 
tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.  
Should I not be concerned about that great city?”  

 
❑ MAY 6: Micah  
Micah 1:1-2  The word of the LORD that came to Micah of 

Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and           
Hezekiah, kings of Judah — the vision he saw concerning 
Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear, O peoples, all of you, listen, 
O earth and all who are in it, that the Sovereign LORD may 
witness against you, the LORD from his holy temple.  

 

Micah 2:1-3  Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who 
plot evil on their beds! At morning’s light they carry it out 
because it is in their power to do it. They covet fields and 
seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a 
man of his home, a fellowman  of his inheritance. There-
fore, the LORD says: “I am planning disaster against this 
people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will 
no longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of calamity.”  

 

Micah 3:8-12  But as for me, I am filled with power, with the 
Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare 
to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin. Hear this, you 
leaders of the house of Jacob, you rulers of the house of 
Israel, who despise justice and distort all that is right; who 
build Zion with bloodshed, and  Jerusalem with wicked-
ness.  Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a 
price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money. Yet they 
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 lean upon the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD among us? 
No disaster will come upon us.” Therefore because of you,  
Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a 
heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with        
thickets.  

 

Micah 4:1-3  In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s 
temple will be established as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to 
it. Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of     
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his 
paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many        
peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and 
wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  

 

Micah 5:2-4  But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are 
small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 
me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times…He will stand and          
shepherd His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the      
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live 
securely, for then His greatness will reach to the ends of 
the earth. 

 

Micah 6:2-8, 10-13, 16  Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s     
accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. 
For the LORD has a case against his people; He is lodging a 
charge against Israel. “My people, what have I done to 
you? How have I burdened you? Answer me.  I brought you 
up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of       
slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. 
My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled 
and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember [your 
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journey] from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
righteous acts of the LORD.” 

 

 With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down 
before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers 
of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed 
you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.  

 

 Am I still to forget, O wicked house, your ill-gotten        
treasures and the short ephah, which is accursed? Shall I 
acquit a man with dishonest scales, with a bag of false 
weights? Her rich men are violent; her people are liars and 
their tongues speak deceitfully. Therefore, I have begun to 
destroy you, to ruin you because of your sins…You have 
observed the statutes of Omri and all the practices of 
Ahab’s house, and you have followed their traditions. 
Therefore I will give you over to ruin and your people to 
derision; you will bear the scorn of the nations. 

 

Micah 7:7-9, 18-20  But as for me, I watch in hope for the 
LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me. Do 
not gloat over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I will 
rise. Though I sit in darkness, the LORD will be my light.   
Because I have sinned against Him, I will bear the LORD’s 
wrath, until He pleads my case and  establishes my right. 
He will bring me out into the light; I will see His righteous-
ness.  

 

 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the 
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do 
not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will 
again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins       
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 underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the 
sea. You will be true to Jacob, and show mercy to           
Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our fathers in days 
long ago.  

 

Nahum: Nineveh Forgot  
Nahum 1:3, 7-8, 11-12, 14  The LORD is slow to anger and 

great in power; the LORD will not leave the guilty             
unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and 
clouds are the dust of his feet. The LORD is good, a refuge 
in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him, 
but with an overwhelming flood He will make an end of 
[Nineveh]; He will pursue His foes into darkness. From you, 
[O Nineveh,] has one come forth who plots evil against the 
LORD and counsels wickedness. This is what the LORD says: 
“Although they have allies and are numerous, they will be 
cut off and pass away. Although I have afflicted you, [O      
Judah,] I will afflict you no more. The LORD has given a 
command concerning you, [Nineveh]: “You will have no  
descendants to bear your name. I will destroy the carved 
images and cast idols that are in the temple of your gods. I 
will prepare your grave, for you are vile.” 

 

Nahum 2:1-2  An attacker advances against you, [Nineveh]. 
Guard the fortress, watch the road, brace yourselves,      
marshal all your strength! The LORD will restore the        
splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel, though         
destroyers have laid them waste and have ruined their 
vines.   

 

Nahum 3:1, 18   Woe to the city of blood, full of lies, full of 
plunder, never without victims!  O king of Assyria, your 
shepherds slumber; your nobles lie down to rest. Your   
people are scattered on the mountains with no one to 
gather them. 
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❑ MAY 7: Habakkuk: I Don’t Understand!    
Habakkuk 1:1-7, 12-13    
Habakkuk: The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received. 

How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but You do not    
listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but You do not save? 
Why do You make me look at injustice? Why do You        
tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; 
there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is 
paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in 
the righteous, so that justice is perverted.  

 

God: Look at the nations and watch — and be utterly 
amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that 
you would not believe, even if you were told. I am raising 
up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, 
who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places 
not their own. They are a feared and dreaded people; they 
are a law to themselves and promote their own honor.  

 

Habakkuk: O LORD, You have appointed them to execute 
judgment; O Rock, You have ordained them to punish. 
Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; You cannot tolerate 
wrong. Why then do You tolerate the treacherous? Why 
are You silent while the wicked swallow up those more 
righteous than themselves?  

 

Habakkuk 2:1-3, 18-20 
Habakkuk (continues): I will stand at my watch and station 

myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what He will say 
to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.  

 

God: Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits 
an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove 
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and 
will not delay. Of what value is an idol, since a man has 
carved it? Or an image that teaches lies? For he who 
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 makes it trusts in his own creation; he makes idols that 
cannot speak. Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to 
life!’ Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give guidance? 
It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it. 
But the LORD is in His holy temple; let all the earth be       
silent before Him.  

 

Habakkuk 3:2, 16-19    
Habakkuk: LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe 

of Your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time 
make them known; in wrath remember mercy…I will wait 
patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation   
invading us. Though the fig tree does not bud and there 
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and 
the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in 
the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD 
is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He 
enables me to go on the heights.  

 

Zephaniah  
Zephaniah 1:4-7  I will stretch out my hand against Judah 

and against all who live in Jerusalem. I will cut off from this 
place every remnant of Baal, the names of the pagan and 
the idolatrous priests — those who bow down on the roofs 
to worship the starry host, those who bow down and 
swear by the LORD and who also swear by Molech, those 
who turn back from following the LORD and neither seek 
the LORD nor inquire of Him. Be silent before the            
Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. The LORD 
has prepared a sacrifice; He has consecrated those He has 
invited.  

 

Zephaniah 3:1-4  Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious 
and defiled! She obeys no one, she accepts no correction.  
She does not trust in the LORD, she does not draw near to 
her God. Her prophets are arrogant; they are treacherous 
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men. Her priests profane the sanctuary and do violence to 
the law.  

 

 I said to the city, “Surely you will fear me and accept      
correction!” Then her dwelling would not be cut off, nor all 
my punishments come upon her. But they were still eager 
to act corruptly in all they did.  

 

Zephaniah 3:14-17  Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O 
Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter 
of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
He has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of  
Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. On 
that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands hang limp. The LORD your God is 
with you, He is mighty to save. He will take great delight in 
you, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over 
you with singing.” 

 

Zephaniah 3:19-20  “At that time I will deal with all who   
oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather those 
who have been scattered. I will give them praise and honor 
in every land where they were put to shame. At that time I 
will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will 
give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the 
earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” 
says the LORD. 

 

Haggai: Examine Your Situation 
Haggai 1:1-6, 9  In the second year of King Darius, on the 

first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came 
through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son  of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of               
Jehozadak, the high priest: “This is what the LORD            
Almighty says: ‘These people say, ‘The time has not yet 
come for the LORD’s house to be built.’” Then the word of 
the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time 
for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, 
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 while this house remains a ruin?” Now this is what the 
LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 
You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, 
but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. 
You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages,  
only to put them in a purse with holes in it…You expected 
much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought 
home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Because of My house, which remains a ruin, while each of 
you is busy with his own house.”  

 

Haggai 1:13-15  Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave 
this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,” 
declares the LORD. So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the 
spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and 
began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their 
God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the 
second year of King Darius.  

 

Ezra 6:14  So the elders of the Jews continued to build and 
prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished building the 
temple according to the command of the God of Israel and 
the decrees of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of           
Persia.  

 
❑ MAY 8: Zechariah  
Zechariah 1:1-6  In the eighth month of the second year of 

Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet        
Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: The LORD was 
very angry with your forefathers. Therefore tell the people: 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Return to me,”       
declares the LORD Almighty, “and I will return to you,” says 
the LORD Almighty.  
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 “Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier 

prophets proclaimed: This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.’ But they 
would not listen or pay attention to Me, declares the 
LORD. Where are your forefathers now? And the prophets, 
do they live forever? But did not My words and My          
decrees, which I commanded My servants the prophets, 
overtake your forefathers?”  

 

 Then they repented and said, “The LORD Almighty has 
done to us what our ways and practices deserve, just as he 
determined to do.” 

 

Zechariah 4:6-10  So he said to me, “This is the word of the 
LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by 
my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.  

 

 What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you 
will become level ground. Then he will bring out the      
capstone to shouts of “God bless it! God bless it!” The 
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this     
temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know 
that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. Who despises 
the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the 
plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.  

 

Zechariah 7:8-14  And the word of the LORD came again to 
Zechariah: “This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 
one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, 
the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of 
each other.’”  

 

 But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned 
their backs and stopped up their ears. They made their 
hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to 
the words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit 
through the earlier prophets. So the LORD Almighty was 
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 very angry. “When I called, they did not listen; so when 
they called, I would not listen,” says the LORD Almighty.    
“I scattered them with a  whirlwind among all the nations, 
where they were strangers. The land was left so desolate 
behind them that no one could come or go. This is how 
they made the pleasant land desolate.”  

 

Zechariah 8:3-8, 13-17  This is what the LORD says: “I will 
return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will 
be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD 
Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.”  

 

 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Once again men and 
women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, 
each with cane in hand because of his age. The city streets 
will be filled with boys and girls playing there.” This is what 
the LORD Almighty says: “It may seem marvelous to the 
remnant of this people at that time, but will it seem         
marvelous to Me?” declares the LORD Almighty. This is 
what the LORD Almighty says: “I will save My people from 
the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them 
back to live in Jerusalem; they will be My people, and I will 
be faithful and righteous to them as their God…As you 
have been an object of cursing among the nations, O Judah 
and Israel, so will I save you, and you will be a blessing. Do 
not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.”  

 

 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Just as I had           
determined to bring disaster upon you and showed no pity 
when your fathers angered me,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“so now I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem 
and Judah. Do not be afraid. These are the things you are 
to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and 
sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil against 
your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely.  I hate all 
this,” declares the LORD.  
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Zechariah 10:6-10, 12  “I will strengthen the house of Judah 

and save the house of Joseph. I will restore them because I 
have compassion on them. They will be as though I had not 
rejected them, for I am the LORD their God and I will        
answer them. The Ephraimites will become like mighty 
men, and their hearts will be glad as with wine. Their      
children will see it and be joyful; their hearts will rejoice in 
the LORD. I will signal for them and gather them in. Surely I 
will redeem them; they will be as numerous as before. 
Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant 
lands they will remember Me. They and their children will 
survive, and they will return. I will bring them back from 
Egypt and gather them from Assyria. I will bring them to     
Gilead and Lebanon, and there will not be room enough for 
them…I will strengthen them in the LORD and in His name 
they will walk,” declares the LORD.  

 

Zechariah 14:9  The LORD will be King over the whole earth.  
On that day there will be one LORD, and His name the only 
name. 

 
❑ MAY 9: Malachi, My Messenger   
Malachi 1:6-8, 11-14  “A son honors his father, and a      

servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due 
me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says 
the LORD Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who show         
contempt for my name. But you ask, ‘How have we shown 
contempt for Your name?’ You place defiled food on my 
altar. But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ By saying 
that the LORD’s table is contemptible. When you bring 
blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you 
sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? 
Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased 
with you? Would he accept you?” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

 “My name will be great among the nations, from the rising 



37  

 to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure 
offerings will be brought to My name, because My name 
will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty. 
“But you profane it by saying of the LORD’s table, ‘It is     
defiled’ and of its food, ‘It is contemptible.’ And you say, 
‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it contemptuously,” says 
the LORD Almighty. “When you bring injured, crippled or 
diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I    
accept them from your hands?” says the LORD. “Cursed is 
the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows 
to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the 
LORD. For I am a great king,” says the LORD Almighty, “and 
My name is to be feared among the nations.”  

 

Malachi 2:13-14, 16-17  Another thing you do: you flood the 
LORD’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because He no 
longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them 
with pleasure from your hands. You ask, ‘Why?’ It is        
because the LORD is acting as the witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith 
with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your         
marriage covenant.  

 

 “I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a 
man’s covering himself with violence as well as with his 
garment,” says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in 
your spirit, and do not break faith.  

 

You have wearied the LORD with your words. ‘How have 
we wearied him?’ you ask. By saying, ‘All who do evil are 
good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is pleased with them’ 
or ‘Where is the God of justice?’”  
 

Malachi 3:6-10, 13-15  “I the LORD do not change. So you, O 
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the 
time of your forefathers you have turned away from my 
decrees and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will 
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return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How 
are we to return?’ Will a man rob God? Yet you rob Me. 
But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  In tithes and offerings. 
You are under a curse — the whole nation of you —         
because you are robbing Me. Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test Me 
in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 

 

 “You have said harsh things against Me,” says the LORD. 
Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against You?’ You have 
said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying 
out his requirements and going about like mourners        
before the LORD Almighty? But now we call the arrogant 
blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those 
who challenge God escape.’” 

 

Malachi 4:1  “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a    
furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 
and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the 
LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to 
them. But for you who revere My name, the sun of         
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you 
will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 
Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes 
under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 
things,” says the LORD Almighty. “Remember the law of 
My servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at    
Horeb for all Israel.” 

 

Memorization: 
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does 
the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.  Micah 6:8 
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 Bible reading for MAY 10-16: 
❑ Daniel 1 
❑ Daniel 2 
❑ Daniel 3 
❑ Daniel 4 
❑ Daniel 5 
❑ Daniel 6 
❑ Daniel 9:1-19 

Memorization:   
 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and 

wonders that the Most High God has performed for me. 
How great are His signs, how mighty His wonders! His       
kingdom is an eternal kingdom; His dominion endures from 
generation to generation.  Daniel 4:2-3 

 
Bible reading for MAY 17-23: 
❑ Esther 1 
❑ Esther 2 
❑ Esther 3 
❑ Esther 4 
❑ Esther 5 
❑ Esther 6 
❑ Esther 8:1-13; 10 

Memorization:  
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” 
Hebrews 13:5-6 

 
Bible reading for MAY 24-30: 

❑ Nehemiah 1:1-2:10  
❑ Nehemiah 4 
❑ Nehemiah 6:15-16; 8:1-3, 5-6, 9-10  
❑ Nehemiah 9:1-3, 6-38, 10:30-39 
❑ Ezra 1:1-8; 6:1-12  
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❑ Ezra 7:8-28 
❑ Ezra 9; 10:16-17 

Memorization:   
 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be pleasing in Your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my 
Redeemer.  Psalms 19:14 


