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Good morning! Today we are in the New Testament. We are going to be looking 
into the book of Revelation and looking at three phrases of three words each 
which really seek to unpack the New Testament because God is calling us to be 
faithful and He is coming back! 
 
This idea of faith – it is trust in the salvation we have in Jesus. It is repenting of our 
sins and placing our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This word faithful, it is the same word that God uses in His Word to 
describe Himself, His Word, and how He is calling us to be in Revelation 2:10. He is 
calling us to be faithful. 
 
Here are a few definitions of the word faithful – loyal, devoted, trustworthy, 
dependable, reliable; in the New Testament one who trusts in God’s promises. In 
life as a Christian we do not want to just maintain, we want to be thriving! We 
want to be blooming where we are planted at any and all times. I think of John 
15:8 where Jesus said, “This is my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit. Showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.” In the book of Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, we see 
Jesus addressing some churches and calling them to be faithful; to overcome.  
 
Jesus showed a vision to John while on Patmos in Revelation 1. He mentions to not 
be afraid. These are some things that will be coming. Then He closes in the last 
chapter of the Bible. We will be picking up in the areas where Jesus is giving us His 
last words before He is going to be returning. 
 

Revelation 2:10c 
10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I 
will give you life as your victor’s crown. 



Revelation 22:7 
 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 
the prophecy written in this scroll.” 
 
Revelation 22:12-13 
 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 
each person according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
 
Revelation 22:17-21 
The Spirit and the bride (Christians) say, “Come!” And let the one who 
hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one 
who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 18 I warn everyone 
who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds 
anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in 
this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of 
prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of 
life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 20 He who 
testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
 

Please join with me in prayer. 
 

Lord God, we come before you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
thank you, Lord, that you know the future. And life is worth living just 
because you live. And Lord, you just said in this Word that you are coming 
back. You have called us to be faithful. Lord, share with us more what that 
means so that we can be your faithful, trustworthy servants here in this 
world, here in this community, this state, this nation. Lord, we pray now that 
your Holy Spirit would lead us. And God, if there is anything from me that is 
not of you, just blow it away as chaff. Whatever is from you, God, plant it 
deep in the heart of each and every person so that it can blossom and bear 
fruit. Lord may the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
pleasing to you, O Lord my God, my Rock, and my Redeemer. And God’s 
church said, Amen. 

 



Christ is returning! There is a sense of urgency in his voice, so we do not want to 
delay in what He is doing in our life. But we do not want to rush it either because 
God is building and oak tree. He is not building mushrooms when He is building us. 
He is building an oak tree that will stand and will continue to bear fruit in all 
seasons – whatever is happening in this world. 
 
When I read the book of Revelation, I also think of Matthew 25 and the Olivet 
discourse where Jesus is sharing about the End Times. And the parable of the 
talents comes to mind. Now, our lives are a response to the salvation that Christ 
has won for you and me. But what do the children of God want to hear from their 
master at some point in this world when we see Him face to face? Again, He is 
calling us into a relationship, and we do not want to skip that relationship. 
 

Matthew 25:21 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 
And just a little earlier in Matthew 24:44 Jesus said, “So you also must 
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him.” 
 

He is calling us to be ready. So, the question we always want to be asking 
ourselves is this. Let us say you had insider information and you knew next week 
that Christ was coming back. What would you do today? What would you do in the 
upcoming week? Think it through. Now, hopefully, it is a Godly thing and we want 
to do it. But what would be holding us back then? Let us see if we can continue to 
grow in whatever it means to continue to be faithful even in a time like this. 
 
We are going to play a little game right now. Remember, I said three phrases of 
three words each. As we look at these 21 words, I want you to think of a phrase of 
three words that God is calling us to be faithful. I will give you a clue.  
 
 
 



3 Phrases of 3 Words Each 
the          me          another          leave          be          know 

help          I          mercy          witnesses 
one          vikings          disciple          together          to 

love          my          follow          come          and          live 
 

1. The first area that God is calling us to be faithful is a set of words that comes 
from Matthew 11. Clue #2, the first word is Come. 

 

“Come to Me” 
 

Let us read from Matthew 11:28-30 where Jesus said, 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
He is calling us to live in a faith-based relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is not an object to be studied like rocks and geology. He is a being to be 
related with. And our faith centers on that faith-based relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

 
After graduating college, going through 18 years of school – Austin public 
schools, Winona State University – and after graduating, I was at a crossroads 
in life. Just thinking what or who am I going to be basing my life on? What is 
going to give life meaning and purpose and impact? Well, we have a 
foundation for life that we find in God’s Word. A foundation in life is found in 
that relationship with Jesus Christ. The Christian faith is found in God’s Word. 
And I just always went back to all those times with my parents and how they 
shared the Word with me as a kid in devotions and songs and prayers. And 
that foundation for life and to have that sense of meaning and purpose and 
impact is found in our Christian faith. It is found in a relationship with Jesus 
because that invitation is always open, “Come to Me.” So, we enjoy 
representing His Kingdom as ambassadors in this world. We want to enjoy 
that relationship with the Lord and Savior. So, do not skip the relationship 



because we are not human doings, we are human beings. We let our doing 
flow from our being.  

 
Someone has said this, “Trying to live for Christ without living with Christ is 
exhausting!” Christ is our life. So, may we be faithful in His calling in our life. 

 
3 Phrases of 3 Words Each 

the          another          leave          be          know 
help          I          mercy          witnesses 

one          vikings          disciple          together 
love          my          follow          and          live 

 
2. The second area that God is calling us to be faithful is a set of words found in 

the book of John, chapter 13. Clue #2, the first word is Love. 
 

“Love One Another” 
 

Let us read from John 13:34-35 together. This is in the upper room the night 
before Jesus was betrayed. He just washed the disciples’ feet and He says 
this to them: 

 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 
I was at a ministry with Cambodian Americans in Los Angeles county. After 
the church service we would usually have a lunch in the church building. 
Delicious Cambodian food! So, I was hanging out with some guys there and 
one of the guys’ cousins called. His cousin got a flat tire in a shopping mall 
parking lot. She asked if he would come and help her. She was a 20-yr. old 
young woman who needed some help. He looks at me. I look at him. We look 
at our food. And we told her, “Yeah, we will pray for you.” No! We went out 
and helped her. That is simply what love does. Love does not make me a 
Christian. It is just the #1 indicator that shows that I am a Christian. In fact, 
some people say it is the #1 mark of authentic discipleship. 

 



I like how John writes in 1 John 4:10, and especially in The Message 
paraphrase: 

 
“This is the kind of love that we are talking about: not that we once 
upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a 
sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they have done to 
our relationship with God.” 

 
That is self-sacrificing love. Even passing up a good Cambodian meal to help 
someone as God so leads. Being that care, that encouragement, that 
support. God’s love – that is not a bunch of dos and don’ts. God’s love is 
changing us from the inside out. That is transformative love. And again, it is  
a great indicator of our relationship with Him as we genuinely and willingly 
seek to help others. To love others. To care, encourage, and support one 
another. 

 
Again, we need to think about it because love is not going to get us into 
heaven. Only through a faith-based relationship with Christ. But in our faith, 
as the old saying goes, “Faith alone saves. But it is not a faith that is alone. It 
expresses itself in love.”  

 
And I love this quote that I came across: 

 

“Persevere through conflict. Loves compels us to embrace the harder 
course. This means not running away from friends, and not 
withdrawing from your spouse. If people are just cogs to us, we 
move on when they start to rust. But if we love them, we care for 
them.” 

 
And as Paul shares with the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10, 

 

“…for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 
And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. 
Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more.” 

 
 



3 Phrases of 3 Words Each 
the          leave          be          know 

help          I          mercy          witnesses 
vikings          disciple          together 
my          follow          and          live 

 
3. The third area that God is calling us to be faithful is a set of words in the book 

of Acts. Clue #2 starts with the word Be. 
 

“Be My Witnesses” 
 

Right before Jesus ascends into heaven, he is gathering his disciples together 
and He says this: 
 

Acts 1:8 
(Jesus said) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria (and Cambridge), and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

Come to Me. Be Love One Another. Be My Witnesses. 
 

When God really got ahold of me in my mid-20s, I joined the Gideons International 
in Long Beach, California. So, here was a mid-20-yr. old man around 70 and 80-yr. 
old men. All of a sudden, I inherited 15 grandfathers. They were these godly men 
who showed by their lifestyle how they lived the faith – their reading of the Bible, 
their prayers, and how they intentionally witnessed to other people. Not only 
through placing of Bibles, but in their verbal sharing of the Christian faith. It was 
such a beautiful training for me. I was just like a sponge to these guys. It was so 
impactful as they mentored me in my faith. But you know, we have a story to 
share. It is a story of hope. And we seek to courageously commit to our community 
and bring the living Jesus into a world that so desperately needs Him.  
 
In our society today as we watch the news, don’t you think that people today are 
really looking for meaning and purpose in life? Don’t you think that they are just 
wondering, “What do I do with my life? There’s got to be something more.” They 
are reaching in so many different ways. I mean, you have gone through school     



18 years for some of you here. Some of us have been living 50, 60, 70, 80 years. 
We need to continue to focus on who He is and that He is coming back! To be 
faithful in our calling to Him.  
 
So many different questions that people have. “How do I get to heaven?” “What is 
the meaning of life?” “What brings truth to this world?” “Who determines truth?” 
And typically, these conversations and thoughts go no where until the Lord Jesus 
Christ – His will, His personhood – is brought into the conversation because He is 
the way, the truth, and the life. It is Christ who determines truth. 
 
But where do we fit in? Where is His calling on us? I would like us to continue after 
Acts 1:8 and read Acts 1:9-11. 
 

 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as 
he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside 
them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” 

 
Now where do we fit in in this passage? I am going to say that we fit in right where 
this comma is at the end of the first line. Jesus has ascended – we are past that. He 
is coming back – we are not there yet. We are right there in that comma. What is 
He calling us to be faithful in before He returns? Really, that is the essence of the 
message today. To come to Him. To love one another. To be His witnesses in this 
world.  
 
If we were to break these 9 words down into 3 words, I think we could say this: 
 

• “Come to Me” – FAITH 
That essence of faith. Without faith, it is impossible to please God. 
  
 
 



Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 

 

• “Love One Another” – LOVE 
That agape love that is a self-sacrificing Godly love that seeks to really be a 
blessing to others without having anything in return. 

 

• “Be My Witnesses” – WITNESS 
That witness comes from our love. That love comes from our faith that is 
centered on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The hardest part of this message was finding a scripture passage because there are 
so many that describe what we are talking about today. But I focused on the 
passage from Colossians 1:3-8. 
 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from 
the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already 
heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the 
same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it 
and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our 
dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and 
who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

 



Now, like Epaphras, let us be faithful ministers before God. Let us illustrate this a 
bit as we begin to close this message. As Paul wrote to the Galatians in Galatians 
5:6b, “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our faith leads to our love which leads to our witness. And we want to be firing on 
all three cylinders – all three gears – moving forward in helping people to know, 
love, and become like Jesus. And as we do that, we see that transformation. Not 
only in our lives, but in the lives of our sphere of influence and beyond. 
 

Let us continue as Galatians 5:7 says this,  
 

“You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from 
obeying the truth?” 

 

There was a change and they got off course. It could look something like this 
where our faith becomes too small because our faith gets placed on 
something else other than God: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Then our witness goes topsy turvy. “What? I do not know how? I do not get 
it.” And our love can be self-focused love where we just seek to do what we 
ourselves care to do. That is something that we always need to be aware of 
because we can easily slip up in that way. 
 
When we look at the witness area, too, faith without love is not a winsome 
witness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is something that I think we could say is a clanging gong or a clashing cymbal. 
And if you have ever seen a toy like this, can you image having to listen to that 
clanging cymbal for hour after hour?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our witness without an authentic love and care of another person is a clanging 
gong. Of course, we go to 1 Corinthians 13:1 where Paul says,  
 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  



Here he shows just how pointless even the most essential gifts are without 
love. It becomes meaningless. That agape, self-sacrificing Godly love. Not just 
being nice, but self-sacrificing. Choosing to love another in the way that is 
described in 1 Corinthians 13. It would solve so many problems if we focused 
on that love in our relationships. 
 
Well, three has been the magic number here and there are three points of 
application to this message as we seek to fire on all three cylinders. Let us keep 
that in mind. It is our call to be 1) Faith-Filled, 2) have a Loving Lifestyle, and 3) a 
Winsome Witness. Let us have that focus all of our lives. But it starts with faith.  
 
I would like to give a quote here from Paul Reasoner. Paul, in Week 12 of the Bible 
Reading and Prayer Plan notes, pointed this out in Hebrews 11 and it just makes 
me stop and think in this devotional thought.  

 
“The descriptions of each faith figure in Hebrews 11 follows a certain 
pattern, which can be generalized like this: By faith ________ [person] 
did X [acted, obeyed, built and ark, and so on]. 
 
How does each of us complete the sentence, “By faith I ________”? 
 

Now if it is something that you know you can do or have already done, that is not 
the faith that we are talking about. That faith that is placed in God and His Word 
that leads us right into the center of His will that leads us to bear much fruit for 
Him. We cannot see the end product all the time. Faith is needed. And as we live 
by faith, we seek to ask this question, “By faith I _________.” How is the Holy Spirit 
leading you to fill in that blank? 

 
Then lastly, we went from nine words, to three words, to now one word. How 
would we summarize the New Testament in one word? I would end it with 
Philippians 1:21. 
 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
It is about Jesus – always has been, is, and always will be! He is the One who said 
do not be afraid. He is the One who said these things will happen. He is the One 



who said, “I am coming soon, and your reward is with me.” Be faithful to your 
calling, people. Be faithful to our relationship with Him, people; with others and 
the people who are without Him. He who came once before has said to you and 
me, “I am coming soon.” 
 

So, Lord God, even now come. Lord Jesus, come quickly. Fill us with your 
Spirit to live a faithful life before you. Knowing God that the love that you 
have poured out into our lives you will continually fill us into the lives of 
others. Lord may be always be open to what you have for us. But may we 
never do it apart from you Lord Jesus because you are our life. And all God’s 
people said, Amen. 

 
Be faithful. Why? You love Him. He has equipped you to carry out His will. Be 
faithful. He is coming back. Come to Him. Love one another. Be His witnesses. 
Focus on our faith, our love, and our witness. But all of that is nothing without 
Christ, the center of our life. “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
Philippians 1:21 
 

Now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (And also with you.) 

 
Seek God and be family; and have a beautiful day in the Lord! 


