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Good morning, church! It is good to be with you. It is good to be worshipping our 
Lord together – whether you are here in person, or online – we love having you 
worship Jesus Christ with us. 
 
A few really important things for all of us to be aware of.  
 

1. Jr. High and Sr. High Sunday School resumes today from 9:50am – 10:40am in 
the Jr. High and Sr. High rooms! 
 

2. Mercy and Hope Drive-in – We are anticipating somewhere around 200 
families from our community in need will come on Saturday, NOV 21 into our 
parking lot. We will have the opportunity to give them some gifts from First 
Baptist Church through your generosity, an opportunity to invite them to 
share with us any prayer requests or needs that they have, and we will pray 
with them if they are open to that (we will not force that on anyone). So, you 
can pray for that ministry. Pray that God would draw exactly who he wants 
here that we can share his mercy and hope with them. You can serve on that 
morning. You can be part of the team that is setting up and preparing these 
gift bags that we will be giving to them. You can also give. We have a 
significant need to purchase some of these gifts. If you would like to give 
specifically to this outreach, you can to that online through our website. On 
our GIVE tab you can use the drop-down menu and select Local Outreach. Or 
if you would like to write a check, you can write in the memo line Local 
Outreach or Mercy and Hope and we will make sure that gift gets to where it 
needs to be for these gifts that we are giving away. It will be a powerful 
opportunity to love and serve and share God’s mercy and hope with our 
community. 



3. Our Thanksgiving Eve Service will look different this year in the sense that we 
will not be having pie. However, we would love for you to participate and be 
involved in that service in a couple of ways. 
 

a. If you have a hymn or worship song that you would like us to sing on 
that evening, you can let Pastor Dan know – talk to him on Sunday 
morning, email him, call him – or if you are watching online, you can 
leave the name of a song or hymn in the comments section of our 
Facebook worship services or YouTube videos. We will be looking at 
those. So, share songs that you love and songs of thanksgiving. 
 

b. We would love to have as many of you who are willing to share words 
of thanks or testimonies. This year we are not having an open mic for 
the health reasons, but we want to share as many of your stories as 
possible. Email Dan those stories or call any pastoral staff member and 
share with us verbally and we will write it down and share with the 
congregation. You can also record a video of yourself on a cell phone 
sharing a story and send that to Pastor Dan. There might even be some 
staff members who would be willing to record you if you would like to 
come in and have us record you sharing a story. So, lots of different 
ways that you can share a word of thanksgiving, a testimony, some sort 
of story with the congregation. We do not know how many we will 
receive, so we do not know for sure if we will be able to share all of 
them on that night. But we would love to have you share with us so 
that we can share those words of thanksgiving with the congregation 
on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, NOV 25. The service will be at 
6:30pm. 

 

Please join me in prayer as we continue in our time of worship to pray over these 
ministries and that God would be teaching us in our time together this morning. 
 

Father God, we thank you that you are in this place. We thank you that you 
are in every home or wherever it is our brothers and sisters are engaging in 
worship with us. We thank you that you are present with your people and 
that you draw us into your presence so that we can know you; so that we can 
receive your love, your mercy, your grace, your hope so that we can be 



encouraged and built up and become more like you, Jesus. We desire that 
everything that happens here this morning to glorify you and lift your name 
on high. We thank you that you are faithful to continue that good work in us 
that you began when we placed our faith in you. We pray that you would use 
this time now and use these ministries, these special services, and 
outreaches ahead to help your mercy and hope flow through our lives and 
out into this community so that lives can be touched for all of eternity. We 
ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Last Sunday I was talking about ways God wants us to be present with people – 
genuinely there, engaged, listening, loving them, allowing the Spirit of God to flow 
through us – and I mentioned that one of the challenges is that sometimes we 
have distractions that prevent us from truly being present. And I may have 
mentioned that there was a football game coming up on Sunday. I mentioned that 
this is a distraction, and I showed a picture of the Packers vs. the Vikings. Well, in 
the Contemporary service, a couple people chimed in and said, “Well, it is not a 
distraction this year.” because of apparently how poorly the Vikings are doing. 
Well, in case you are not following along because your team is doing very poorly, I 
want to know that the Vikings did win last Sunday! I am willing to admit that as a 
Packer fan. I just wanted to make sure you were all aware of that. You have 
something to be happy about. 
 
Last Sunday I mentioned how Jesus tells what is one of the world’s most famous 
stories. You could go to any corner of the planet and find someone in virtually 
every community who has heard this story or who is at least somewhat familiar 
with this story of the Good Samaritan. That is one of the most well-known stories 
in the entire world over these last 2000 years. And in that story as Jesus begins to 
answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” in terms of who is it that I am called 
to love. 
 

Luke 10:30 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho 
when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 
beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.” 

 



I want to tell you, brothers and sisters, that this morning, in your life, in this room, 
in your neighborhood, in your workplaces, in your circle of friends, you are 
surrounded by people who feel like they have been beaten and left for dead. The 
last eight months, as I have mentioned multiple times over the course of the last 
eight months, have been traumatic in all of our lives. We all in different ways feel 
like we have been beaten up. Can I get an “Amen”? We all in different ways feel 
like parts of our life that are so critical, so important to us have been stripped 
away. Some of us have endured layers of these trials and challenges and 
difficulties and pains. We have all been going through the pandemic and all of the 
fallout from that. But some of us have endured additional trials and challenges on 
top of that. You are surrounded by people in your life who feel like they have been 
beaten up and left for dead. 
 
Therefore, as Jesus answers and finishes his story, he says to the teacher of the 
law,  
 

Luke 10:36-37 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one 
who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
God wants to unleash his mercy in the lives of those all around us who have been 
beaten up and left for dead through you. Through me. Again, we ourselves need 
others around us to unleash God’s mercy, his hope, in our life because of what we 
have endured. So, we get to do this for one another. And God wants to unleash his 
mercy and hope through us out into the community around us to people who are 
desperate for mercy and hope in these days. 
 
One of our desires as a church family is to equip you, to teach you, to train you 
how to do this in your personal life. How to do this with your spouses, with your 
children, your parents, your nieces and nephews, your cousins. How to do this 
with those living in your neighborhood or in your senior living center. How to do 
this with people that you work with. How to do this with your classmates. We 
want to equip you to live this out! To go and do likewise as Jesus said. This does 
not come naturally. We need some encouragement, some instruction, some 



training. And we as a church family desire to do this kind of ministry together. That 
is why we have ministries like Community Care to which you have been so very 
generous in giving over these last eight months. We have a great pool of resources 
to bless and encourage and help people with. To unleash God’s mercy and hope 
through. We also do things like this Mercy and Hope Drive-In. Again, you can pray 
for that. Please do pray. You can serve in that ministry. You can give to that 
ministry and trust that God is going to use all of those gifts and prayers to bring 
mercy and hope into the lives of people. Ministries like Celebrate Recovery on 
Tuesday nights. Continue to pray for Celebrate Recovery. We have heard and seen 
not only in this area but all across this nation that substance use and abuse has 
gone through the roof in the midst of this pandemic. We need Celebrate Recovery 
– not only for those dealing with substance abuse, but those who are dealing with 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups in all areas of life. So, you can be involved in these 
ministries. You can pray for these ministries. These are things that we do as a 
ministry together as a church, and there are all kinds of opportunities that you can 
be involved in personally to be engaged in this. 
 
I am going to pray, then I am going to preach. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you have given us the perfect example in your 
life, through your life, of how to live a life of love. Love for your Father and 
love for people around you. Love for your disciples. Love for those who are 
seeking God, but yet had not yet understood who you were. Love for your 
enemies, God. Jesus, you are an incredible model for us in all of those arenas 
and we want to be part of unleashing your mercy and hope in the lives of 
others. We pray that you would equip us, teach us, encourage us this 
morning as we continue to study the Word together. And we pray this in 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
You can open your Bibles to Luke 10. I am once again going to read the interaction 
that happens between Jesus when he goes to Martha and Mary’s home because I 
think this is a wonderful depiction – not only of the presence that we talked about 
last Sunday, but about the listening piece. God wants us to be present. And let me 
promise you, again, that God, through your very presence with someone who is 
hurting or in need, can meet that need and care for them, love them, and bless 



them. You do not have to have wisdom from the wisest people the world has ever 
known. God lives in you and through you and administers through you in those 
moments. 
 
But this also illustrates for us this piece of listening when we are with those who 
are hurting. 
 

Luke 10:38-42 
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where 
a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister 
called Mary, who wat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But 
Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She 
came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me 
to do the work by myself” Tell her to help me!”  
 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset 
about many things, but few things are needed – or indeed only one. 
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from 
her.” 

 
So, Mary offered Jesus this incredible gift of being present with him, listening to 
him. I do not think I said this in this service last Sunday, but I think most of us when 
we read about that story imagine Jesus teaching Mary truths of Scripture. Teaching 
Mary about God. Teaching Mary about what it means to be a disciple of his. That 
may, in fact, be what Jesus did in those moments. Yet the Scripture does not 
specifically say that Jesus was teaching her. I wonder if in the midst of the 
immense pressure that Jesus had on him, the weight of the world literally being on 
his shoulders, all of the teaching, the miracles, everything that Jesus had been 
doing, I wonder if Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet saying, “Tell me about your day. 
Tell me how you are doing. I just want to listen to you. I want to give you a place 
where you can process, you can vent, you can unload some of those burdens onto 
someone who loves you and is willing to take time to be present with you and 
listen to you.” Again, I do not know, and when we get to heaven, I can ask Mary or 
Jesus what happened there. But it is fun to think about that. 
 
 



Intentional Presence 
1. Spend Time with Jesus Daily 
2. Pray for God’s Direction and People You Will See 
3. Be Sensitive to People Who Need God’s Presence 
4. Ask Permission, if Needed 
5. Eliminate Distractions 
6. Quiet Your Heart and Mind 
7. Be Present 

 
This is an illustration of presence. I am not going to go through each one of these 
points, but these are some of the things that we talk about in terms of how to 
have intentional presence with someone else. How to be a vessel for God’s love 
and mercy and grace to flow through in their life.  
 
I just want to share personally that I have been cared for by so many in this church 
family, by so many in my life, personally, through this ministry of presence. 
Sometimes we just need someone to be with us. In the midst of our stress, in the 
midst of our trails, in the midst of our difficulty and challenges, we just need 
someone to be with us. Sometimes we are doing an activity together. Sometimes 
we are just sitting in one another’s presence, but having Jesus with “skin on” (that 
is a phrase that you may have heard before where you can be Jesus with skin on to 
someone who needs Jesus in their life). The ministry of presence is powerful. 
 
Now, on Friday morning a week and a half ago I said to Micah, “Hey, Micah, let’s 
run a half marathon.” At first, I think he thought that I was kidding. But a week and 
a half ago, Micah and I did run a half marathon. We started from our home in 
Goldenwood. We ran around Goldenwood for a while then we ran all the way 
down to the Isanti Middle School, and we looped back around back into 
Goldenwood. I was hoping by the time we got hear our house that we would be 
finished, but we had to run past our house. Micah was like, “Are you kidding me? It 
is right there. Why are we not stopping?” I said, “You can stop, but I want to finish 
this thing.” So, we ran several more loops around Goldenwood and eventually 
finished. Here is the reality. If Micah had not run that with me, I do not think that I 
would have finished. Having someone with you when you are doing something 
difficult can make all the difference in the world. It can make all the difference in 



the world. Micah being beside me, most often being right ahead of me, sometimes 
pushing me from behind, his presence meant the world to me. And I am so 
thankful. And I think many of you have experienced the gift of God’s presence. 
 
We are going to continue to focus on that but add to it this piece of active 
listening. In James 1:29, James, the half-brother of Jesus, writes this: 
 

James 1:29 
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry… 

 
I want to read for you a story. This is just after Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus has an 
encounter with a couple of his disciples, not the 12 disciples, but a couple of his 
disciples who are mourning and grieving and are in the midst of the depths of 
recognizing that their master, their rabbi, had just been killed. Listen to what 
happens in the interaction that Jesus had with those on the road to Emmaus: 
 

Luke 24:13-32 
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed 
these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked about 
with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.  
 

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
 

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, 
asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 
 

“What things?” he asked. 
 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In 



addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early 
this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they 
had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 
but they did not see Jesus.” 
 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. 
 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
continued on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 
 

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scripture to us?” 

 
First of all, I cannot wait until I have my resurrection body and I am in heaven with 
all of you, and suddenly I want to go from conversation that I am having with some 
of you to somewhere else and I just kind of disappear from your sight. Won’t that 
be cool! I do not know what Jesus did there, but I cannot wait to have to have the 
opportunity to do that in front of you and you do that in front of me. I cannot wait 
for heaven. 
 
More importantly than that, and the point I am trying to get at right now is that in 
the midst of the grief and confusion, in the midst of the sadness and loss that 
these two disciples were feeling, try to put yourselves in their shoes having just 
witnessed Jesus Christ crucified on a cross. You had placed your hope in him, as 
they say in this text, that he would redeem Israel and your hopes have been 
utterly and completely crushed! And in the midst of that, Jesus draws near to 
them. He is present with them. And he then goes on to say, “Tell me what you are 



really thinking. Tell me what you have been enduring. Tell me what you have been 
going through.” He takes this role of being an active listener to them. He allows 
them to share from their hearts. To share from their experiences. To share from 
the trauma, the trials, the pain that they had been enduring. I believe God wants 
to have that kind of ministry in your life and through your life in the lives of other 
people. So, we are going to talk about how we can be good active listeners. But 
before we can be good active listeners, I want to point out that there are a lot of 
pitfalls that many of us fall into in an attempt to be good active listeners. So, we 
are very briefly going to go through this, then we will get to the active listener 
part. 
 
Pitfalls to Avoid 

1. Distractions 
There can be so many ways that we are distracted that prevents us from 
really hearing the other person. I can be just as guilty of this as any of you. 
Sometimes it does not need to be that there is a phone in my hand or a 
television or computer screen on, or something else happening in the 
background. Yes, those can be distractions. But my what is going on in my 
mind, my own brain can be a major distraction. How many of you have 
recently had an experience where you were in a conversation with someone 
and they pause and ask you to respond to what they have just said and you 
look at them with “deer in the headlights” because you have no idea what 
they just said. And you have to very humbly, and maybe with a little bit of 
embarrassment say, “I am really sorry. Can you repeat that?” Or sometimes I 
will do this with Mandy where I will try to fumble and try to remember a 
couple of words that she said and make some sort of guess as to what she 
just said. And she looks at me with this confused look on her face. She is very 
aware at that moment that I was not listening to her very well.  
 

2. Closed-ended Questions 
Sometimes we ask closed-ended questions. Yes or No questions or one-word 
answer questions. Now, you can be someone who avoids that (and we will 
talk about asking open-ended questions in a minute) and will still give one-
word answers. This is not an attempt to force them to answer questions. But 
look at what Jesus did here. “Tell me about what happened.” Open-ended 



questions instead of closed-ended questions like, “Are you going to be 
okay?” That is a Yes or No question. It is a good question, but “Tell me about 
how you feel. What are you thinking about?” 
 

3. Body Language 
Body language communicates so strongly and powerfully. In these days 
where sometimes our interactions with other people require us to wear 
masks and be a little more distant, body language can be even more 
important. All of you have been in conversation with (and some of us have 
been guilty of this at times and some of us have experienced this at times) 
you can tell when someone is not really listening to you through their body 
language. Can you not? They are off looking at other things. They have their 
arms folded and their head tilted back. Or they have positioned themselves 
in such a way that they are not engaging with you. So, we need to recognize 
that body language can send the wrong message. Even if we are really trying 
to listen well, it can send the wrong message. 
 

4. Christianese or Clichés 
I believe one of the greatest ways to prevent this is to allow God to minister 
through us in silence. To minister through us with the ministry of presence. 
The reality is that sometimes someone else is facing something that you have 
never experienced, or something that is incredibly difficult or painful and you 
feel like ‘I do not know what to say.’ It is okay to not know what to say and to 
not say anything. That is better than trying to say something that can actually 
do more harm than good. So, just as a ‘for instance.’ If you are having a 
conversation with someone who has a terminal illness, sometimes it is not 
helpful for them to hear you say, “Well, God has a plan in the midst of this.” 
We believe that. There is truth in that statement. And yet, for the person 
who has a terminal illness who is recognizing that their life may be coming to 
an end very soon, that can be a really hard thing to hear. It sounds 
insensitive. Right? And we do not mean it in that way at all! But it can come 
across as, “Well, if you were walking in my shoes, you would recognize how 
hard it is to cling to the truth that God does have a plan in this and that I can 
be trusting in him. I can be at peace in the midst of this.” 
 



Or when someone has lost a loved one to say, “Well, they are in a better 
place now.” That is true! Again, that is a true statement. And yet, for the 
person who is in the midst of the grief, the difficult pain, the loss, sometimes 
that is not helpful to hear because they want that loved one to be with them. 
They want that loved one to be present here and now. Yes, they are thankful 
that their loved one has eternity with Jesus, but they sure wish they had a 
few more days, week, months, and years with them in this life. So, we need 
to be very careful. Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will grant you 
wisdom, whether in that moment you should remain silent and say, “I am so 
sorry.” and just be with that person. Or, if there is something that could be a 
blessing, could be an encouragement, God will give you wisdom and clarity. 
But do not just go to clichés. Do not speak Christianese as a knee-jerk 
response. We do that often times because we are uncomfortable, and we 
feel like we should have something to say. It is okay to not say anything at all. 
So, just say, “I love you and I cannot begin to imagine what you are going 
through, and I am here for you.” Those kinds of things are so meaningful 
when someone is going through difficulty. 
 

5. Dominating the Conversation 
We desire to minister to someone, so we begin to share all kinds of things 
that God has taught us over the course of our life, or things that we have 
learned from Scripture, or ways that we have been blessed in the past. It is 
not that any of those things are bad to share, but if you are seeking to be 
present with someone and listen to them as a way of loving them and 
unleashing God’s mercy and hope in their life, give them an opportunity to 
speak and share. If they ask you for responses, if they create space for you to 
share some of your experiences that God has brought you through, then by 
all means do that. But give them space and time to share. 
 

6. Trying to Fix Things/Do ‘Therapy’/Be the ‘Savior’* 
This last one I have an asterisk by it, and I will explain that in a minute, but 
sometimes we have the temptation to try and fix things to make things 
better. Often times in a husband and wife relationship, the husbands like to 
try and fix things. So, when a wife comes to their husband and she says, 
“Honey, I am having a problem at work.” or “I am having this issue with the 



kids.” or “I am having this situation that I do not really know what to do 
about.” we as husbands hear, “I love my wife. I want to fix this problem.” 
Often times, all our wife needs is for us to put our arm around her and say,   
“I am so sorry. I love you. I am here for you.” 
 
Now, wives, you can be very helpful in saying in those moments where you 
are looking for solutions or where you are looking for a plan, something to 
fix, you can say to us, “Well, what do you think about that? Do you have 
some ideas for me? Are there ways that you think I can work through this 
relational challenge or figure out this problem at work or this difficult 
situation that I am going through.” Then we can speak into that. But being 
present and not trying to fix things or try to be their therapist. Again, God can 
use you in a therapeutic way in the life of someone who is going through 
something difficult, but do not to pretend like you have the equipping and 
the education and experience of someone who is a therapist. Do not try to 
take on that role and, ultimately, do not try to be their ‘savior’ because there 
is only one Savior – Jesus Christ. You being present with the person can be 
the thing that Jesus ministers through into the life of the other person. 
 
Now the asterisk is this. Obviously, we want you to be sensitive to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. So, if the Spirit is prompting you and asking you to 
try to find a solution to the problem, then obey that prompting. If the Spirit is 
asking you to ask some questions that seem to lean in a therapy direction, 
but God is giving you those questions to ask, ask those questions. If the Spirit 
is giving you wisdom that he wants you to share, share that wisdom. Trust 
God! Trust God in the midst of this. 
 
That brings us over to the ways that we can be better active listeners: 
 
1. Ask the Holy Spirit for help. 

Again, the Spirit of the living God dwells within you and can help you be 
someone who ministers well to those who are hurting and in need. Ask 
the Holy Spirit for help. Trust in Him. Lean on Him. Depend on Him in 
those moments. 
 



2. Listen with your heart, not just your ears. 
So, we can do a better job with tuning in our ears and listening and 
processing what is going on there, but to listen with your heart, to listen 
with your Spirit to what is really going on. To be attuned to some of the 
things that might be between the lines of what they are saying. And 
always to be careful to say, “Here is some of what I hear you saying, but is 
this accurate? Am I hearing you correctly?” But be willing to listen with 
your heart, not just your ears. 
 

3. Eye Contact 
This is huge! Especially in this day in age, again, when so many of us are so 
distracted by so many different things. You communicate to the person 
that you are listening well when there is eye contact. 
 
Sometimes with our boys (I do this with them and sometimes Mandy does 
this with me) I will say to them, “Son, look at me when I am speaking to 
you because then I know that you are actually listening to me. When you 
are looking at your phone or you are looking at the television, or you are 
looking out the window, you may very well be listening. I do not feel like 
you are listening.” Again, Mandy says that to me, lovingly and gently, 
“Honey, are you here with me? Give me some eye contact. Let me know 
that you are listening to me. That way you can understand what I am 
about to say.” 
 

4. Body Language 
We can give positive body language by leaning in. If you are sitting down, 
to lean forward, to put your elbows on your knees. Or if there is a table 
between you, to lean into the table. That body language says I am eager to 
hear what you are going to say. I am here for you in this moment. Nothing 
else in this world matters. Nothing else has my attention. You have my 
undivided attention in this moment. Let me listen to you well and I am 
going to communicate that through my eyes, through my face, through 
my body language. 
 
 



5. Ask Open-Ended Questions 
Jesus in this text does a great job. “What are you discussing as you are 
walking along?” That is a great question. “What things?” These open-
ended questions that draws the disciples into a deeper conversation with 
Jesus.  
 
Again, we do not know whether Mary was asking Jesus any questions, but 
she is sitting at his feet just listening to him, providing time and space for 
him to share openly with her about whatever it is that he was telling her 
about. 
 
Another great tool, another great way is to rephrase or repeat what you 
think you heard to make sure that you are tracking. In general, most men’s 
minds and women’s minds work so differently. There are lots of books and 
studies about that that you can learn. But, in general, when a man is 
communicating with a woman or vice versa it can be very helpful to say, 
“Okay, hold on for a second. Here is what I think I heard you say. Is that 
what you are really thinking? What you are really feeling? What you are 
really going through?” That can be so helpful. Make sure that you are 
tracking. That you are on the same page. That you are listening well. 
 

6. Ask if you can pray 
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions even as the person is sharing. Ask the 
Holy Spirit, “Help me to listen well, to be present, to hear what the person 
is actually saying. Help me to hear, Lord, what you want me to hear in 
these moments.” Then as you get toward the end of that conversation, 
there is nothing better that you can do for someone else when they have 
been real with you, when they have shared from their heart with you, 
when they have opened their life to you, for you to say to them, “Would it 
be okay if I prayed for you?” And then to demonstrate that you have 
listened well to them in the midst of that prayer by praying specifically for 
some of the things that they have shared with you. So, lift those up before 
God. 
 



God might lead you to take other actions as a result of what you heard. 
There might be other things that God wants you to do personally. And yet, 
we always, always can and should pray for the person that God has led us 
to unleash his mercy in their life in this way. 
 

The reality is this brothers and sisters. For many of us, praying for God’s mercy and 
hope to flow into the lives of people in this community, to our neighbors and co-
workers and friends, praying for that comes relatively easy to us. And, for many of 
us, writing a check to Community Care, to this Mercy and Hope Drive-In, to the 
Pregnancy Resource Center, to some of these mercy and hope ministries comes 
relatively easy to us. What is hard for us, and what the Good Samaritan 
demonstrated, and more importantly, what Jesus did, is to get our hands dirty. To 
be personally engaged and involved. To say to our God, “I do not have all of the 
answers. I do not have all of this figured out. You know that I am someone who is 
very much in process, yet I want to be your hands and feet, Jesus, in the life of this 
person who needs your mercy and hope.” So, may we through the ministry of 
presence, may we through active listening be the hands and feet of Jesus. To be 
Jesus with ‘skin on’ to people who desperately need that touch from Him. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, I thank you for once again sending your One and Only Son to get his 
hands dirty. Jesus, we are overwhelmed that you were willing to take on 
flesh to become one of us. To love so well in so many practical, tangible ways 
in the lives of the people that you had an opportunity to minister to during 
your earthly years of ministry. And then to take all of our sin upon yourself as 
you went to the cross. To allow the mercy of our great God to be unleashed 
in this world and in our lives. To allow all of us to cling to the living hope that 
we have in you, Jesus. None of that is possible apart from you being willing to 
take on flesh, to get personally involved, to give your very life for everyone of 
us.  
 
Jesus, we want to be like you. We want to love others well. We want to see 
your mercy unleashed in their lives. And we know that you love to unleash 
your mercy through your people. So, we pray that you would help us learn 



how to be more like you. Learn how to be truly present with people. Learn 
how to listen well when we are in their midst. Learn how to trust in you and 
depend on you and, ultimately, lift them up before you, God. We want to be 
like you, Jesus.  
 
We thank you that you have given us the Holy Spirit. That you have taught us 
in your Word that you set for us the perfect example. That you are patience 
and kind and generous to us. That you have surrounded us with people who 
can help us grow and mature and live these things out in better and truer 
ways.  
 
Jesus, we thank you that you are coming back again to take us all home to be 
with you for all of eternity where there will be no more sickness, where there 
will be no more sin, where there will be no more death, where you will rule 
and reign in glory for all of eternity. We long for that day, Jesus. We look 
forward to that day. Between there and now, help us to be faithful and to 
love others well. We ask these things in your holy name. Amen. 

 
My challenge to you is this. Look at one of those seven ways that you can 
intentionally this week grow as an active listener. You can practice with your close 
friends, with your spouse, with your kids. You can practice with your neighbors and 
co-workers. You can practice with those who are total strangers. But one thing 
that you can do this week to grow as an active listener. See what God does with 
that in the week ahead. 
 

Lord, bless your children. This is an army standing before me and in their 
homes, Lord. You want to unleash all of us to be part of your Kingdom work 
in the week ahead. Help us to trust in you, to carry your name and your love, 
your mercy, and your hope everywhere we go. We pray this in the matchless 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessings! 


