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Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. Whether you are here in person 
or online, it is a joy to have you seeking the Lord together and lifting our hearts 
and voices and lives before Him. 
 
I want to make you aware of a few things as we prepare for our service to begin 
together. The first is to remind you that we would love it if all of you would take 
the Spiritual Gifts inventory that is available both in written form at the shelf right 
by the Welcome Center, and online – that is the best way to do it, if you are willing 
to do it that way. You can go to our website firstbaptistcambridge.org and click the 
second banner slide that you see on the homepage. That will take you to the 
section of our website that is dedicated to spiritual gifts. You will find the online 
Spiritual Gifts inventory there. Most of you have done that already. Thank you for 
doing that. Our prayer is that equips you this fall as we head into a new ministry 
year to discern how it is that God wants you to serve within His church. It is a 
pathway to incredible blessing in your life and in the lives of your brothers and 
sisters here. There may be other ways or other venues, other relationships that 
God wants to use those gifts in you to bless and serve and care for others, but we 
do hope you are praying about and thinking about the ways that God wants you to 
serve as part of this church family. 
 
I also want to share a Community Groups announcement with you. This is directly 
from the leaders who are preparing for, praying for, planning for these community 
groups. So, listen in as I share this with you. 
 

As a Community Group Planning Team, we want to clarify and inform our 
church family about the groups that will be launched on SEP 12. There will be 
an opportunity for those who are interested to attend the fellowship time on 
the south lawn of the church after the second service today. The JUN 6 event 
and today’s event are entry points for those who want to learn more about 
community groups. At the present time, there are two groups that will 



definitely be launching this fall: The Walk and Generations. We are hoping 
that there will be one or two more in addition to those two.  
 

Those interested in being part of the Generations group are invited to a 
fellowship time at Joel and Donna Reiter’s house on AUG 15. (And scores of 
you will be receiving more information about that in an email a little later 
on.) In addition, there will be informational meetings the next two Sundays 
between services in the Fireside room. Young singles, couples without 
children, and couples with young children are invited to the JUL 18 gathering 
next Sunday. Childcare will be provided.  
 

On JUL 25, those who are empty nesters and into their retirement years are 
invited to participate. Same place, same time between services in the 
Fireside room. Scores of you will be receiving an invitation via email, text, or 
phone call to attend one of those sessions. If we have inadvertently missed 
you, please come! 
 

In summary, in addition to The Walk fellowship time today, there will be 
opportunities to gain information about community groups three of the next 
four Sundays. You can attend one that is of greatest interest to you and most 
appropriate to. A person is free to attend any one of the community groups 
they desire to attend. Having said that there will be a life-stage common 
denominator in most of the groups. We encourage you to check one of them 
out. We are excited about what God is going to do through the community 
groups this fall and into the future. You are all welcome! 

 
It truly is our prayer that everyone of you starting this fall will be engaged in one of 
these community groups. That is how important they are for the life of our church 
and the ways that God wants to use them in your lives to encourage you and 
strengthen you in the Lord. 
 
At this time if you have brought a gift that you would like to give to the Lord, we 
have giving boxes that are on this level in a couple of different locations. If you are 
worshiping online, you can give thru the website 24/7 by clicking on the GIVE tab.  
 
If you are a guest with us, we are so thankful that you are here, and we would love 
to connect with you after the service at the Welcome Center which is at the top of 
the stairs; or through the online connection card that is on our homepage on the 



website. Click on that, fill out that information, and we would love to connect with 
you that way. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

God, we are so thankful that you are here present in this place. And we do 
pray that prayer, Lord – make me a servant. Jesus, we want to be like you. 
You are the servant of all. You are the best example any of us could ever 
have and you have given us your Holy Spirit so that we can live a life of 
service. Service of you and of others. We pray that you would be glorified in 
us now as we lift your name on high. As we declare your greatness, your love, 
your power as we give ourselves fully to you. We pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

I have the privilege of welcoming Steve and Judy Tunell to come up. They are going 
to give one last plug for our GriefShare ministry which launches tomorrow night. 
So, I have invited them to share a little bit about GriefShare as we hope you plan 
on joining us or consider joining us tomorrow night. 
 

As pastor said, we are Steve and Judy Tunell, and we are going to be the 
facilitators for GriefShare. The GriefShare group will start tomorrow night at 
6:30pm in the Fireside room. It is open to everyone who has lost someone in 
the most recent times, or even later on if you have not worked through the 
grief. Many of you know that I (Steve) have worked through the grief for 24 
years when MaryLou had breast cancer. That was a long time. And you know 
that by going through that, it is a long time to grieve. 
 

I will share a little bit about me (Judy). I was married for 27 years, and my 
husband died from cancer. I had the opportunity after that to go overseas 
and minister. And I did. In my thoughts, I said “Well, I will be over this after I 
come back.” And when I came back, I was not over it. So, I jumped into a full-
time job. My kids said, “Mom, come live with us.” because we had moved to 
a new city and state. I said, “No, you are all married, and I cannot do that to 
you. I will do this.” So, I jumped into my full-time job and then I jumped into 
college. I would go to work in the day time. Go to work at night. Go to work 
in the day time. Go to work at night. I did that and it just kept going. I 
thought I was working through grief. It was not until many years later when I 
was a Hospice Chaplain, there was a young man who was grieving for his 



grandmother, and he could not get over it. He was very angry. So, they asked 
me to meet with him. I met with him and decided to take him to the 
GriefShare group like this one. When I took him there, as I sat there, I 
realized that I had not even worked through grief myself. And that I had been 
stuck in grief all those years when I thought my life was going on and that I 
could move ahead. But I could not. So, that is what this is about. We invite 
you to come. 

 

Thank you, Steve, and Judy. GriefShare begins tomorrow night, 6:30 – 8:30pm, 
every Monday night except for Labor Day for the next 13 weeks. We would be 
honored to have you join us. And again, obviously primarily for those who have 
lost a loved one. Yet many of us are grieving either because we have some sort of 
terminal illness, maybe we have a spouse or a family member who has a terminal 
illness. You could be grieving for a lot of different reasons and GriefShare would be 
a powerful place for you to have the Lord minister to you and walk you through 
the grief that you are enduring. You are more than welcome to come tomorrow 
night and we hope that you will let others know in your life who may need that 
ministry. 
 
And speaking of grief, over the course of the last couple of weeks the Viesselman 
family have been on a very difficult journey. Many of you are aware now that 
Michelle has been diagnosed with Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer. Over the course of 
the last 72 hours or so, they have received an outpouring of love and prayer and 
support. Much of that has come from you. Kent called me yesterday and he asked 
me if I would share some things with their church family. The first is to let you 
know that they are so appreciative of all of your love and all of your prayers. Kent 
said, “Jared, you do not really understand this until you are walking through 
something like this, but we actually feel the prayers! We feel the power of the 
prayers that are being lifted up for us. So, we have great peace, and we have a 
sense of God’s control. That He is at work in this, and we can trust in Him. We are 
so thankful for how loved we are, and how encouraged and blessed we are.” So, 
thank you for praying for them. And do continue to pray. I am going to share some 
of their prayer requests that we can specifically join them in in the weeks ahead. 
 
A second thing Kent shared is that in a situation like this, it can be overwhelming 
the ways and the number of people who want to reach out personally and say, 
“We are praying for you. We care for you. Can we come visit you?” Those kinds of 



things. So, in terms of information, there is a CaringBridge site set up now. That 
would be a great place to go on a regular basis to get updates. You can, obviously, 
get an email sent to you anytime there is an update to their CaringBridge site. So, 
rather than them fielding constant calls from people wanting updates, that is a 
great way for you to learn more and know how you can pray. In addition to that, 
Kent, as a loving husband, is trying to be very protective of Michelle and, again, 
not just have a flood of visitors. If you would like to communicate with Michelle 
directly, please go through Kent. Reach out to him first just to see whether that 
works and how she is feeling. 
 
They are so thankful for all of the ways that people are wanting to be generous. 
The MealTrain for them filled up I think in about six seconds. Many of you signed 
up to bring a meal. Many of you are aware that there is now a GoFundMe set up to 
help cover a lot of the medical expenses that will be coming. And thank you if you 
desire to care for them in one of those ways. That is very, very meaningful. 
 
This is how they are praying because they want you to be praying along these 
lines: 
 

1. That God would be glorified. That is their greatest desire and prayer; that 
God would be glorified in this. That God’s Kingdom would be expanded. That 
people would be drawn to Jesus. Those who know Jesus, but maybe have not 
been walking with Him – that they would be drawn to Jesus. Those who are 
walking with Him would be strengthened and encouraged in their faith. That 
those who do not know Christ would come to know Christ through this 
journey and through this trial, this storm that they are in. That is how they 
are praying.  
 

2. That they, obviously, trust in God in the midst of this. They do not 
understand all of this and why this is happening. And as we sang earlier, they 
are believing in God for a miracle, and they invite you to pray for a miracle 
alongside them. And they know there is a miracle instore. That Michelle will 
be completely healed in the near future. Whether that be on this side of 
heaven where God does a miracle and heals her, or God calls her home. And 
in His presence, she will be completely and totally healed. So, they have 
peace about whatever path God leads them down.  
 



3. They have heavy hearts for their kids – Katie, Trent, and Blake – and they 
would invite you to pray for them that God would walk their family through 
this in such a way that all of them would be drawn closer to Jesus and grow 
in their love relationship with him. 
 

There are a lot of unknowns and uncertainty about the future, but they trust in 
God in all of that and they invite us to pray along with them, that their trust would 
remain firm, that God would enable them to trust Him the way that He desires 
them to. I am going to invite you now to join me in a time of prayer for them. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for Michelle. She has been a gift to this 
church family and to this community, to kindergarteners and so many ways 
over the course of many, many years. Lord, all of us in this church family 
have been blessed, strengthened, and encouraged through her love for You 
and through her love for us.  
 

We thank you for Kent and the ways that he and Michelle have been 
partners and leaders in ministry in so many different ways. The ways that you 
have used them to build your Kingdom and build your Church. And we thank 
you for the ways that you are now using them through this trial, through this 
storm. God, we thank you that their greatest desire is that you would be 
glorified, that your Kingdom would be expanded, that people would be 
drawn closer to Jesus. And we pray that prayer boldly alongside them, Lord.  
 

We thank you for the faith and trust that they have in You. We thank you for 
the peace that you have given them, and we pray that you would continue to 
strengthen them in the days and weeks ahead however this journey will 
unfold. We know that you have them in the very palm of your hands and that 
we can trust in you in these ways.  
 

Lord, we pray for a miracle. We pray that you will heal Michelle. We pray 
that there would be a great opportunity to declare your goodness and your 
power to share this story far and wide. Kent mentioned that they have had 
people from all over the country and other parts of the world reaching out to 
them, saying that they are praying for them. Lord, through that network, 
there could be a powerful testimony shared about your healing in Michelle’s 
life. Lord, we thank you for their faith in you, their trust in you that says even 
if that is not the path that you have for them to walk, that they know 



Michelle will be healed completely in your presence. Lord, we thank you for 
the life that we have that will go beyond this life, and that in your presence 
there will be no more sickness. No more death. No more crying. No more 
pain. Lord, we look forward to that day. We long for that day. We pray, 
“Jesus, come quickly.” 
 

Lord, we pray that you would protect them. Protect their hearts, their minds, 
their bodies, their spirits. Protect their children, God. We pray for Katie, 
Trent, and Blake. We thank you for them. For the joy of having watched them 
grow up in this church. And Katie and Trent now off in college and adult life. 
And Blake still at home. We pray that you would minister to them, Lord. 
Bring encouragement, strength, and peace as they walk through this terrible 
trial. 
 

We thank you, Lord, that you love. That you love us. That you love them 
perfectly. And we pray that your love would wash over them and undergird 
them. And we pray that there would be a profound sense of your presence 
with them every moment of every day. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for hearing the cries of our heart. And as we turn to you 
now, Jesus, in your Word, I pray that you would use this story of Jonah, this 
incredible picture of your mercy and your grace and your love, your desire to 
forgive and save all people. I pray that it would encourage us and strengthen 
us, and help us to become more like you, Jesus. We pray this in your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

If you are someone who like to keep track of the “Words of the Day,” any name of 
God that I use and the word “Jonah” because we are going to do a short 5-part 
series on the prophet Jonah. I titled this series, “A Prophet Like Me; A God Who is 
Not” because there are so many ways I can identify with and relate to Jonah, and 
so many ways I am in awe of who are God is that I am captured by the beauty, the 
power, the love, the grace, the mercy, the righteousness and holiness of our God 
that is so evident in this short book of the Old Testament. 
 
I invite you to consider with me that Jonah is a prophet that we can relate to. The 
reality is that for many of us, when we think of those characters in the bible – Old 
Testament and New – we tend to think of them (at least the heroes that we find 
there) in a different category from ourselves. These are giants of the faith. Surely, I 



could not be like Moses or Abraham. Surely, I could not be like Esther and all that 
she did in faithfully following the Lord’s lead in her life. Like the New Testament 
apostles and so many who have gone before us whose lives and stories are 
recorded in Scripture. I could not possibly be like them! 
 
The reality is, they are just like us. They are just like us. Remember, James says 
that Elijah was a man just like us. Yet he had faith and trust in God. So, when we 
read some of those stories, we need to be reminded of that. But again, often times 
we do not think of them in the same category as ourselves. Yet Jonah comes to us 
in this short account of his ministry, his calling to go to Nineveh to preach. He 
comes to us with all of his faults on full display. All of his failures. All of his 
wrestling. All of his doubts. All of his sin is on full display. 
 
Many have likened Jonah to Jesus telling the story of the Prodigal Son, or the Tale 
of Two Sons, or the Prodigious Loving Father. We can title that all different kinds of 
ways. But in the book of Jonah, there are two sections – chapters 1 and 2, and 
chapters 3 and 4. Jonah embodies for us both the young, wild living, “fleeing from 
his Father” son, and in the second part of this book, the older brother who was 
just as disobedient in the sense that he was living in his father’s household doing 
everything his father asked, but he was doing it for himself. You see, there are two 
primary ways that people try to flee God and live for themselves. 
 
The first is to live wildly. To completely ignore and reject the teachings of the 
Word of God. To spit in our Father’s face and say, “I just want the good things that 
you promise to all of your children, and I am going to leave from here. I am going 
to go out on my own. I am going to live life my way. I am going to be in charge.” 
And Jonah does that in the first couple of chapters here. 
 
Then there are others of us who choose to live on our own, who choose to live in 
sin out of self-righteousness. We believe that because of our obedience to God 
because the way that we have toed the line, because of our adherence to the law, 
that god owes us something. That we have earned His blessing, His privileges, His 
rights. That He needs to do things our way because we have been such faithful 
daughters and sons. And Jonah models for us both of those. The reality is that in 
our lives, there are moments where we are living as the wild abandoning son who 
is leaving father and taking and squandering the inheritance that he has been 



given. And at times, we are the self-righteous older brother who feels like God 
owes us something. And both of them are pathways away from God. 
 
So, Jonah is a prophet that I can relate to. That we all can relate to. And in this 
little book – again, we tend to think that we learned this story when we were little 
kids. In fact, this is a story that is well-known all throughout not only this nation, 
but many nations on earth. We tend to focus on what? That Jonah was swallowed 
by a great fish! I have learned several songs about Jonah and the Whale, or Jonah 
and the Great Fish. Many of us could probably sing those songs. And yet, that little 
piece is a tiny piece of this story! And when we focus on that, we miss so much of 
the profound truth that is contained within the story. Things about God’s justice 
and God’s mercy. Can a just God also be a merciful God? We sang a song earlier, 
“Great is Our God” and in the first couple of lines we are talking about the holiness 
of God, the justice of God. And then “great is our God” because He is a God of 
mercy and of grace and love. How can those two things co-exist within an Almighty 
being? 
 
When you think of Jonah, there is this theme of “nationalism.” This is in quotes 
because that term can mean all kinds of things in our day in age. But this idea of 
are we as a people of God suppose to be only concerned about our people, or 
maybe the literal nation that God has planted us in? Or do we have an eye for the 
nations and desires God’s forgiveness, His mercy and grace to fall upon the 
nations? There is lots of discussion and exploration of the nature of repentance. 
The nature of salvation. 
 
Here is a prophet that learns from pagans. Listen, we as God’s people at times 
need to learn from people who do not follow Jesus Christ. And we need to be 
willing to receive rebukes or rebuttals from them at times. Jesus, ultimately, talks 
about the sign of Jonah and He compares himself. He calls himself greater than 
Jonah, or a greater Jonah depending on your translation. So, there are all kinds of 
things, and that is not even scraping the bottom of the barrel. There are so many 
other things that are contained within this short book.  
 
I hope that you will tune in. I hope that you will engage. I would invite you on a 
weekly basis to read this short book – only four chapters, it does not take long – 
each week over these next five weeks and see what God does in you. 



I am going to invite you to stand as I read from Jonah 1. 
 

Jonah 1:1-4 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come 
up before me.” 
 

But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went 
down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying 
the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord. 
 

Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm 
arose that the ship threatened to break up. 

 

You may be seated. 
 
We are going to break this down verse by verse to fully understand what is going 
on in this story and the lessons God wants to impress upon our hearts and our 
minds. First from Jonah 1:1, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai.” 
 
I just want to say this first. God delights in speaking to His children continually. 
God loves to speak to His children. And just like He spoke to Jonah here, He loves 
to speak to you and to me. He speaks to us through His Word. So, be in the Word 
daily. We have a Bible Reading and Prayer Plan because of the importance of 
spending time in the Word each day. He speaks to us in prayer. He speaks to us 
through his Spirit. He speaks to us through His creation. He speaks to us through 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. God is continually speaking to His children. Are 
you listening? Do you have a receptive heart and mind? Are your ears attuned to 
God? Do you always have your antennae up listening if God, at any moment, 
wants to speak to you, give you a word from Him, encourage you, bless you, 
strengthen you, and help you to continue to live for Him? 
 
Moving on, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai.” Let us learn a 
little bit more about Jonah. From 2 Kings 14 we read this: 
 

2 Kings 14:23-25 
In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam 
son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and he reigned 
forty-one years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord and did not turn 



away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had 
caused Israel to commit. He was the one who restored the boundaries 
of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea,   

 

Now, you restored boundaries in what way in this day in age? War! Right. It is not 
that he took some stakes, and he went out to those borderlands, and he expanded 
the stakes and pounded them into the ground. It was through battle. It was 
through conquest. So, an evil king who is leading the people of the one true God, 
expands the territory by battle/conquest. 
 

in accordance with the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, spoken 
through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath 
Hepher. 

 

So, the people of God know Jonah as a prophet. And the people of God are serving 
an evil king. And this evil king has led them to conquer lands that were once theirs 
and expand the territory of their kingdom. In many ways, even though he was an 
evil king, I am sure the people were happy with his leadership because he had 
helped them regain ground that they had lost to enemies at some point in time. 
And they were really happy with Jonah! Because, apparently, Jonah had 
prophesied, he had brought a word from the Lord that this was a movement that 
God’s people were to do to wage war against their enemies to regain this land.  
 
Jonah, I believe in the eyes of his countrymen, was viewed as a nationalist hero. 
Here is someone who heard from the Lord and brought a word from the Lord. And 
as a result of that word from the Lord, we have increased our kingdom. We have 
expanded our territory. We have pushed back against our enemies. That might 
help to explain why in Jonah 1:9 when Jonah is being questioned by the sailors and 
they are asking him, “Who are you?” (we will get more to this part of the story 
next week), Jonah responds in this way.  
 

Jonah 1:9 
He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of 
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 

 

Notice the order. It is really significant. Jonah did not say, “I am a follower of 
Yahweh.” (That is the word “Lord” there.) “And I am a member of the Hebrew 
people.” Jonah said, “I am a Hebrew and I worship Yahweh.” When people ask you 
who you are, how do you respond? My prayer would be that every one of us the 



first thing that would come out of our mouths is something along the lines of, “I 
am a follower of Jesus Christ.” Like, before you learn anything else about me, the 
most important thing, perhaps the only thing that really truly matters about who I 
am, is that I am a follower of Jesus Christ. Or maybe you would say, “I am a servant 
of the one true King Jesus.” Maybe you would say, “I am believer in the one true 
God.” Maybe you would say, “I am one who is forgiven and redeemed by the Lord 
and Savior of the universe and His name is Jesus.” I do not know how you would 
say that, but we see here that Jonah claims this national identity prior to claiming 
the identity of one who loves and serves the one true God. 
 
Continuing on in Jonah 1:2, “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, 
because its wickedness has come up before me.” 
 
Let us talk a little bit about Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire. This was a brutal 
people. This was an evil, wicked, vile nation. Many scholars have termed them a 
terrorist state much like we would think of Isis when they were increasing their 
territory and had hold of a significant part of the middle east. That is the way that 
they would view Nineveh in that day. Just a couple of examples. This might be a 
little too graphic at this time in the morning, but when they conquered some sort 
of region and took that region’s soldiers back home with them, they would often 
severe two legs and one of their arms so that mockingly they could go through and 
shake the remaining hand of that victim as he died. They would take the skins of 
the people that they conquered, stretch them out, dry them out, and hang them 
on the palace walls. This was a vile, wicked, evil people who did not know or 
worship or serve in any way, shape, or form the one true God. Rather worshiped 
and served false gods and idols. 
 
Here you have Jonah, the nationalist prophet who is blessed by and proud of his 
role of declaring a word of the Lord that allowed Israel to expand its borders once 
again. And here you have the dominant power in that part of the world in that 
region. I am guessing that Jonah personally knew countrymen who had been taken 
into captivity or slain at the hands of the Ninevites. And even if he did not know 
anyone personally, he certainly was well aware of the way that they ruled and 
reigned and completely obliterated opponents of theirs. 
 



You have this prophet who is being called to go to these wicked, evil people and to 
bring a word from the Lord to them. How eager do you think he was to do that? 
The reality is this. God gave Jonah an assignment. And every one of us who knows 
and worships the one true God have been given an assignment by God. Turn to 
your neighbor and say, “You have been given an assignment by God.” Some of you 
were not listening to me, so hopefully you listened to the person who is sitting 
next to you. Every one of us have been given an assignment by God. 
 
Here at First Baptist, we would talk about that in two different ways. So, everyone 
of you has these two parts of your assignment from God. 
 

1. You have been given a mission. Every one of us has been called to be a 
witness for Jesus Christ in word and action. Every one of us has been given an 
assignment to go on mission and make disciples of all nations proclaiming the 
Good News of God. Proclaiming the goodness and salvation of God. 
Proclaiming the love of God. Inviting others (as we said last week) be 
reconciled to God. God has made a way for every single person – man, 
woman, and child – no matter how evil, vile, sinful they may be, to be 
reconciled to Him. To be forgiven and redeemed and restored into a right 
relationship with God. You have that assignment. I have that assignment. 
 

2. We all have a ministry. As we talked about all throughout the Holy Spirit 
series, you have been given gifts to serve the church. You have been given 
gifts for the blessing and benefit of others. This church cannot function in the 
way that God desires it to and fire on all cylinders and carry out the ministry 
that He has given to us, and the mission in this community that He has given 
us apart from every single one of you using your gifts within the church in 
some capacity to glorify Jesus and to build up your brothers and sisters in 
Jesus Christ.  

 

Every one of you has a mission. Every one of you has a ministry. We do some of 
that mission and ministry on our own, or with our spouse or family or some close 
friends, and we do that mission and ministry as a church family. You have an 
assignment! And the reason some of us are very discontent or unsettled in our 
hearts and our minds is because we have neglected the assignment that God has 
given us. No amount of vacationing, no amount of pleasure, no hobbies, no 
relationships that you might build, no adventures that you might go on, no 
businesses that you might build, nothing will bring peace to your heart and mind if 



you are unsettled, frustrated, discouraged. If something is just not sitting right, 
nothing will bring peace if you continue to neglect and abandon or ignore the 
assignment that you are given. I promise you that. Because the Spirit of God that 
lives in you is living in you to help you proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
That is crystal clear from Scripture. 
 
And the Spirit that is living in you has given you gifts so that you can serve the Lord 
and serve the Church and be part of building up the body of Christ. So, if you are 
not doing those two things, there will be unsettledness. There will be discontent in 
your heart, your mind, your spirit. 
 
Going on to Jonah 1:3, “But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for 
Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After 
paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.” 
 
So, Jonah has an assignment, but he decides to abandon God and abandon the 
assignment that God has given him. Now we do not know for sure (we have pretty 
good clues) but, we do not know for sure where Tarshish was located. To the best 
of our knowledge from those who study these kinds of things, the belief is that 
Tarshish is basically on the southern coast of Spain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is Joppa where he boarded the ship. Instead of going over land to the 
northeast to Nineveh, which was quite a journey – 550 miles, he boards a ship to 
head 2500 miles in the opposite direction. Could you send any clearer message to 
the Lord that I have no interest in the assignment that you have given me. In fact, 



not only am I going to run from that assignment, but I am doing my best to run 
from you! This was like the edge of the known world. Maybe, if I get to the place 
where no one has ever been before, then surely God is not there and I can flee 
from His presence. 
 
And much like Jonah, often times we abandon God, or we abandon the assignment 
that He has given to us. There are sometimes good reasons, at least in our hearts 
and minds, that we think we have for abandoning God or abandoning the 
assignment. Maybe we do not like the assignment God has given us. I am sure that 
is a primary motivation for Jonah heading in the opposite direction. Ultimately, 
wanting to end up 3000 miles from the city of Nineveh. He did not like the 
assignment! We learn later where he said, “I knew that you would forgive them! I 
knew you would withhold your wrath! I knew you were a compassionate God. I 
want them to face the wrath of the Almighty Holy Righteous God because they are 
a wicked, vile, evil people.” 
 
Sometimes we sit there and are not focused on the wicked, vile, evil people, but 
we say, “I feel uncomfortable talking to people about Jesus. So, I really do not 
want to do that.” Or “I do not want to make anyone else uncomfortable. That is 
one of those topics that we are just not supposed to talk about. Especially in 
Minnesota. Especially in East Central Minnesota. Like, you just do not talk about 
religion.” Or “I do not want to use the gifts that God has given me to build up the 
church because that requires time and energy and effort, and I would rather sit on 
my couch at home and rest and relax than be engaged in ministry in that way.” 
Because ministry is hard; and I have been in ministry long enough to know that 
there is lots of challenge that comes with saying “Yes” to the Lord and stepping 
into a ministry in some capacity. So, we do not like the assignment, and we 
abandon it. 
 
Or, like I mentioned already, we do not like the people that He has called us to 
love, witness to, or minister to. So, for Jonah, it was the Ninevites. The Assyrians. 
Those wicked, evil, vile people. “I do not want to associate with them. I do not 
want to be in their presence. Lord, a prophet of Yahweh showing up in Nineveh? 
How long do you think I will last? You know what they do to their enemies/ 
opponents, and you want me to go there and tell them that You are a little upset 
with them and that if they do not get right with you something bad is going to 



happen? Are you crazy, Lord? I do not want to be with those evil, wicked, vile 
people.”  
 
How many of us look at some of the people in our culture and say, “I do not want 
to have anything to do with those wicked, evil, vile people.”? Maybe we focus 
most of those thoughts on groups like the Taliban or Isis or Hamas, or we can focus 
on those evil, vile, wicked people and we want them to face the wrath and 
judgment of God.  
 
Or maybe a little bit closer to home, it is people who fit within the LGBTQIA+ 
grouping and we want them to face the wrath of God because of their wicked, evil, 
sinful ways. Maybe it is people on the far left. Maybe it is people on the far right. 
Maybe it is people who are pushing x, y or z ideology on our children. It could be 
anything that causes us to say, “God, I have no interest in loving and caring for and 
ministering to or witnessing to people like that.” Who is it that you are saying to 
the Lord, “I do not want to minister or go on mission to that group of people.”?  
 
Another reason that some of us abandon is because we think we can escape God, 
or we can escape our assignment by going somewhere else or doing something 
else. Think of Jonah’s logic here. If I go 2500 miles in the opposite direction, surely 
the Lord will not be there. Well, Jonah did not have something that you and I have. 
We have the Holy Spirit of God living inside of us. So, no where can we go without 
God’s presence being with us. And when Jonah got on that ship, where was God? 
He was on that ship. He preceded Jonah on that ship. When Jonah was out in the 
sea, where was God? He was in the waters, in the air. He was everywhere. There is 
no where we can go to flee God’s presence. 
 
And as I shared earlier, there is no where you can go, there is nothing that you can 
do that will dampen the unsettledness in your heart, mind, spirit if you are saying 
“No” to the assignment that God has given you. 
 
Perhaps another reason why some of us abandon God or abandon our assignment 
is that we think God has left us. Or we think that our assignment has been taken 
away from us because of sin in our lives. God never revokes the mission and 
ministry that He has given to you no matter if there is sin that is ongoing in your 
life. 



Did God know that you would struggle in the ways that you struggle? Yes. And yet 
He gave you that assignment anyway. Does God know your weaknesses and your 
faults even better than you do? Yes! And God gave you that assignment anyway. 
Listen! He loves working through broken, fallen, sinful people who have been 
redeemed by His grace and mercy and love. He delights in that. Why? Because He 
then gets the glory! If you were a holy and righteous person every moment of 
every day, you are living perfectly according to the law of God, the love of God, the 
Word of God, who would get glory for loving and caring for broken, wicked, sinful, 
fallen people? You would if you were self-righteous. But God does when we come 
humbly before Him and say, “Lord, you know me. And yet you have chosen me in 
the midst of my struggles, my fears, my doubt, my sin. You have chosen me to 
carry your name and your Good News to minister to your church family? Thank 
you, Lord. Thank you for choosing me.” 
 

Jonah 1:4 
Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm 
arose that the ship threatened to break up. 

 

It was the Lord who sent a great wind on the sea. A few really important things 
about the storm here. Not every storm in life is from satan and the kingdom of 
darkness. Some of them are. Some of them are attacks from the enemy. And we 
need to pray for wisdom to discern what the source of the storm is. Sometimes 
the storm has multiple sources. But not every storm in life is from satan and the 
kingdom of darkness. Sometimes God sends the storm because He is trying to get 
our attention, or He is trying to draw us back unto Himself.  
 
Also, not every storm in life is because of sin. So, not every storm that enters your 
life or mine is a result of our sin. Sometimes the source is the enemy. It is the 
kingdom of darkness assaulting us, attacking us. Sometimes it is the Father who is 
sending a storm into our life to draw us back to Him, to wake us up, to help lead us 
to repentance. But sometimes it is the Father allowing the storm because He 
wants to purify and refine us. To mature us. To grow us in Christ-likeness. And we 
need to trust Him in that. So, not every storm in life is because of sin, but every sin 
we commit does unleash a storm. It does! You might try to deny that or believe 
that is not true. Or live in such a way that you can ignore the storm that is going on 
around you. But there is a storm present in your life. Often times it not only affects 



you, but it impacts other people around you because of the sin that you are 
unwilling to confess and repent of and give over to Jesus. 
 
The reality is that sometimes God allows the storm and sometimes God sends the 
storm. Regardless of how or why the storm arrives, God is right there with you in 
the storm. He is calling out to you. He is holding you in his hands. He loves you. He 
is ready to forgive you if you need forgiveness. And He is always ready to 
strengthen you and encourage you and help you endure the trials, the storms that 
come your way. Now what? 
 
In light of these first four verses, and Jonah’s example to us, and what God was 
trying to do in him in this time, I just have a few questions for you to wrestle with 
as we close this message. 
 

• How is God speaking to you? Are you listening? 
How does God want to speak to you? Are you always listening and attentive 
to God speaking to you? 
 

• How are you respond to the assignment He has given you? 
Are you intentional and active on a regular basis in bringing in word and 
action the Good News of Jesus Christ to bear on the lives of other people? 
And are you intentional in looking for ways to use the gifts God has given 
you to build up His church? To serve and love and care for others. To see His 
work accomplished in our midst in ways that it cannot be accomplished 
apart from you doing the assignment that has been given to you. 
 

You see, there are people that God wants to reach that He may only be able 
to reach through you. And there is work to be done in this church that He 
has given you the unique gifts and talents and passions and experiences that 
you are the best one to do that work. How are you responding to the 
assignment that God has given you? 
 

• What storm(s) are you experiencing? In the midst of them are you clinging 
to Jesus?  
What is God teaching you or showing you or revealing to you through the 
storm? How is He calling you unto himself? 

 

Let us pray together. 



God, I thank you for this powerful little book, this story, and the ways that 
you desire to work in us just like you worked in Jonah. We thank you for your 
patience with us. We thank you for the mercy and grace that you extended 
toward him. We thank you for your mercy and grace, your desire to forgive a 
wicked, evil, vile people. And Lord, we pray that you would help us to be 
more like You. Jesus, you are the greater Jonah. The One who is greater than 
Jonah. The One who not only proclaimed that for those who do not place 
their faith in You, that there is wrath. That there is judgment. But to proclaim 
that You are the one who came to take away the sins of the world. That You 
are the one who came to take all of our sin upon yourself so that when you 
died on the cross, it would die with you. And that all who repent and believe 
in you would be forgiven and redeemed and made whole once again. Thank 
you, Jesus, for those truths. Help us to marvel at who you are. To be 
encouraged and strengthened. To be convicted where we need to be 
convicted. We thank you that you have given us your Holy Spirit to do that 
work in us. And we pray this in your holy name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Will you stand? 
 
Again, if you would like to join us for lunch on the south lawn following the next 
service, we would love to have you. If you want to disappear for a little while and 
come back, you can do that. If you want to hang out, you can do that. We would 
love to have you join us for that meal. It is open to everyone. 
 
I pray that we would experience the presence of God exactly the way that we need 
God’s presence this day and in this week. And that we would be open to Him. That 
we would surrender to Him. That we would follow His lead. That we would say 
“Yes” to the assignment that He has given to us because that is the most joy-filled, 
peace-filled, love-filled way to live. 
 

God, do that work in us and through us as we trust in You and cry out to You 
and cling to You. We pray this in your matchless name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Have a blessed week. 


