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Good morning! Turn to someone seated near you and say, “It is so good to see you 
in the house of the Lord this morning.” It is good to see you. We are glad that 
you’re here to worship the Lord. The service will begin in a few minutes and if 
you’re watching online, get settled in at home. 
  
I do have a couple of announcements that I want to make you all aware of as we 
prepare to worship together. 

 
The first is to remind you, and I think around 300 of you have now done this, but 
we have a spiritual gifts inventory that is available on our website if you go to our 
home page, one of the banners is “Explore your Spiritual Gifts” and if you click on 
that, it takes you to the section on spiritual gifts. In the middle of that page, there 
is an inventory you can take online and discover the spiritual gifts that God has 
given you. We also have paper copies available in the church building by our 
Welcome Center. We would encourage you, if you have not done it yet, to take the 
Spiritual Gifts Inventory. Some of you may have done that decades ago in which 
case it’s a great opportunity to be reminded, encouraged, and refreshed in terms 
of the gifts God has given you. And we’d love to talk to you about the ways God 
wants to use your gifts to serve and lead in His church as we head into the fall and 
beyond. 

 
Also, we want to remind you that next Sunday is a very special Sunday. It is a 
Celebration Sunday. We are going to have one service at 10:45am. So if you come 
at this time (8:45am), you will get to have two hours of prayer prior to the start of 
the service at 10:45am (laughter) which would not be a bad thing. But the service 
next week will be at 10:45am in the Multi Purpose Room because we can seat a lot 
more people in that worship space. It will be a time of hearing some testimonies 
and there will be an opportunity for some of you to share stories. We established a 
new email address because we would love to, between now and next Sunday, 
receive some stories, some praise, some thanksgiving, some things God has done 



in your life or things he has done in the lives of other people. So if you email 
stories@firstbaptistcambridge.org over the next week, a story of yours, a blessing, 
a praise, a thanksgiving, or something along those lines, we will share some of 
those in the service next Sunday. That email address can be used at any point in 
time if you want to praise the Lord for something. We are talking about some 
creative ways to share stories like this more consistently both in our services and 
maybe displayed somewhere in our building so we would love to have you email at 
any point in time stories@firstbaptistcambridge.org and share a testimony, a word 
of thanksgiving, or a word of faith.  
 
Carole Troff will share a very special testimony in the service next Sunday so we 
are looking forward to that. We will also have communion next Sunday. We will 
also have opportunities after the service for baptisms and that part will be 
outdoors. And, it is a bring your own food picnic outdoors. Now if the weather 
doesn’t cooperate, we will move both of those things indoors, but it will be a very, 
very special Sunday and we hope that you plan to join us at 10:45am in the MPR 
with festivities to follow. 
 
We also want to remind you that our fall service schedule is going to be slightly 
different starting September 12 in order to create more space for our Community 
Groups to meet in between our two services. The Traditional Worship Service will 
begin at 8:30am starting September 12. The Community Group Hour, where 
“Generations” and “The Walk” will be meeting, and there are a couple other 
potential classes that are in the works (and we will let you know in the next week 
or so whether those are a go for the fall or they may launch at a later point in 
time) are going to meet at 9:40am and then the Contemporary Worship Service 
will meet at 10:45am in the Multi Purpose Room. So the schedule will be:  
8:30am Traditional Service, 9:40am Community Group Hour, 10:45am 
Contemporary Worship. This all begins September 12th.  
 
If you brought a gift that you’d like to give to the Lord this morning, there are 
giving boxes on this level where you can give that. If you are worshiping online, 
you can give through the “give tab” on the website at firstbaptistcambridge.org.  
If you are a guest with us, thank you for joining us. We would love to connect with 
you after the service and help you feel like you are part of the family. You can get 



any questions answered you might have and send you home with gifts. Stop by our 
Welcome Center after the service and we would love to connect with you there.  
 

Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 
God we are so thankful for this opportunity to lift high the name of Jesus 
Christ; to offer ourselves completely to you as the best way to show our love 
for you. We pray that you would use this time to accomplish your work in us 
and use this time to encourage us and build us up in you, Jesus, so that you 
can accomplish your work through us, in this church, in this community and 
to the ends of the earth. First Baptist church is committed to helping people 
know, love, and become like Jesus. That is our heartfelt desire, Lord. So we 
pray that you would help us to do that in our time this morning and in the 
week ahead of us. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Before we enter into the study of God’s Word, I feel like there are a couple of 
things that I should share with you. 
 
One is a few of you asked me last Sunday why I did not give an update on the 
church softball game. Well, the reason is, it did not go well. (Laughter). We lost in 
the last inning and my son, who was playing on the other team with North Isanti 
Baptist Church, has not stopped talking about it. And the first time we played 
North Isanti this year, our team won. Now the difference was, in the first game, I 
did not play, but in the second game because we needed a couple of players, I did 
play. So I am very embarrassed and that is why I haven’t said anything about it. 
The team played valiantly but could not overcome having me on the team that 
night. (Laughter). No, I am kidding, we had a wonderful time with our brothers and 
sisters from North Isanti and for those of you who came, it was a lot of fun having 
you there cheering us on and bringing good snacks. 
 
I also wanted to say about next Sunday’s special service, there are often 
conversations that I will have with people who will say “I don’t really know very 
many people from the opposite service.” So my encouragement to you next 
Sunday if you are in attendance at the Celebration Sunday service at 10:45am, is to 
reach out to at least one person or one couple or one family that you’re not 
familiar with. Maybe they’ve been here a long time and you’ve been here a long 



time but you’ve never connected personally. Maybe you’re newer here, and 
they’re newer here or some combination of the two. But make a point next 
Sunday to reach out to someone that you don’t know; someone who is unfamiliar 
to you and say, “Hi, I’m ______, a member here at First Baptist Church. I’d love to 
meet you and get to know you a little bit.”  
 
That cross-pollination is something we desire to happen here at First. We are 
excited about this Community Group Hour and the two community groups that 
will be launching on September 12 (Generations and The Walk) will be for anyone 
of any age, any generation, to come seek the Lord together, to worship Him and 
grow in relationship with Him and with one another. So we are excited about that. 
 
If you like to keep track of the words of the day, in addition to any name of God, 
you can add the word, “grace” because here, we see once again that Jonah needs 
to be reminded that the grace of God is for everyone.  
 

Will you join me in prayer: 
 
Father, we thank you that you are a God of mercy and grace and none of us 
would be here this morning in this room if you were not full of grace and 
mercy, abounding in love. And so we pray, Lord, that we would be captured 
by your grace, your mercy, your love, your compassion, and that we would 
become more grace-filled, compassionate, loving, kind, generous people 
towards others. We pray that you would continue to use this story of Jonah 
from the Old Testament to encourage us and strengthen us here in 2021 in 
Cambridge, Minnesota. We pray that you would use it to form us more 
deeply into the image of Jesus Christ and send us out into the world to 
proclaim your good news, your message that you have given us to proclaim, 
just like you sent Jonah out to proclaim the message you had given him. We 
pray, God, that you would meet us now in a very special way. We open our 
hearts, our minds, our lives to you. We pray that you would be glorified in us 
as we worship you now. We ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

So we are going to finish up our study of the book of Jonah and I want to do a little 
recap because some of you might have missed a week or two or maybe this is your 
first Sunday. I will briefly get you up to speed and then we will spend some time in 



Jonah chapter 4 and learn the rest of what God wants to teach us through this 
story. 
 
In Jonah chapter 1, God calls Jonah to preach to Nineveh and to travel to Nineveh. 
Nineveh was 500 or so miles to the northeast. Jonah chooses instead to run from 
God. He abandons his assignment. He chooses to sail 2,500 miles to the west in 
the exact opposite direction of where he was supposed to go. God sends a storm 
to wake Jonah up. Literally, Jonah had to be woken up in the midst of this 
terrifying, life-threatening storm. And Jonah recognizes that God has sent this 
storm because, “I am running from him. I am the reason for this storm.” But 
instead of taking action himself and jumping over the side of the ship, he makes 
these poor sailors help him. They don’t realize in trying to help Jonah, they’re 
actually fighting against God and suffering in this storm that God has brought upon 
all of them. But they eventually agree and they send Jonah over the side of the 
ship into the sea and Jonah gets thrown overboard and swallowed by a whale. 
 
Now, a couple of weeks ago, maybe the first Sunday, Liz Healy shared with me that 
she wrote a poem from the whale’s perspective on the story of Jonah. The poor 
great fish who swallows Jonah because God appointed that fish to do so.  
  

Poem by Liz Healy: 
   

See it from the whale’s point of view. 
Started as a normal day, swimming around the ocean blue. 
His appetite more than okay. 
No worries about his diet. Enjoying seafood buffet. 

  Whatever swam by, he’d try it. Krill, eel, scallops, and octopi.  
  He liked dining in peace and quiet. 
  Seeing the boat, he heaved a sigh. This would interrupt his dinner. 
  Just then, skies blackened. Waves grew high. 
  Soon it seemed he was a winner. They threw him lunch over the side. 
  He couldn’t tell it was a sinner. 

It happened fast. He opened wide. Caught up the man.  
Swallowed him whole. 

  Quick as it started, that storm died.  
This must be the food they call “soul.”  

  “I’m not sure it agrees with me. I feel my stomach start to roll.”  



He counted the days. 1. 2. 3. 
  Filled with sounds of his lunch’s cry. Finally thought, “I must get free.”  

Swam up to some land by and by. Threw up his lunch onto the beach.  
Felt so much better, my oh my.  
God had a hard lesson to teach. 

  See it from the whales point of view.  
Next time, send someone else to preach.  

   
Thank you, Liz.  
 
Now hearing her read it was way better than I would have read it. And Liz, thank 
you for being a good sport because that wasn’t pre-planned that she would read 
that.  
 
Now the whale can rightfully say, “Send someone else to preach because this 
lunch doesn’t sit well with me” and yet as we talked about, God has sent all of us 
to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ. There is no one else, there is only you and 
me and God sends us. 
 
In Jonah 2, Jonah is in the belly of the whale and he cries out to God in prayer and 
repentance. He vows and promises to not only worship God, and he begins 
worshiping while in the belly of the whale, but also to complete his assignment if 
he is given the opportunity. God hears his cry and delivers Jonah from the great 
fish.  
 
In Jonah 3, Jonah travels to Nineveh, he proclaims the message from God. This city 
of terrible people from Jonah’s perspective. They repent and believe and receive 
this message from God. So God relents and does not destroy the people of 
Nineveh and we talked about the reality that God can do the impossible. We 
worship a God of miracles. God can turn any nation around. We need to be people 
of prayer, we need to be people who live out the truth of God’s Word and declare 
the promises of God, the goodness of God, the message He has given us. God can 
save our nation and turn our nation or any nation around, and that brings us to 
Jonah chapter 4. 
 
I invite you to open your Bibles to Jonah 4.  



 
Jonah 4 
4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I 
tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents 
from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me 
to die than to live.” 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to 
the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant[a] and made it grow up 
over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was 
very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a 
worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God 
provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that 
he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die 
than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you 
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 
And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 

 
We find Jonah, having done what God had assigned him to do, to proclaim the 
message to the people of Nineveh. They repent! This should be a season of 
rejoicing. This should be a season of gladness because the people have been 
spared by our merciful, compassionate, grace-filled God and yet Jonah is not so 
happy. 
 

Jonah 4:1 
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 

 



When was the last time you were angry with God? I think all of us at some point in 
time have been angry with God about something. Some of us are maybe angry 
with God more often than others. Perhaps, it’s been a long time since you’ve been 
angry with God but when was the last time you were angry with God? What were 
you angry about?  
 
You see God is big enough to handle our anger. He is a loving and kind and 
gracious God toward us and us being angry with Him does not cause Him to, in his 
righteous judgement, (and he has every right to do this), say, “Oh you’re angry 
with me? Well I’m going to zap you and you will be no more.”  
 
What right do you have as a fallen, sinful, wicked, creature against a holy, 
righteous, perfect, almighty, wise God? What right do you have to be angry with 
God? God does not say, “You will be no more if you choose to be angry with me.” 
Our God does not do that. Our God is a God of patience, mercy and love. Our God 
can handle it when we are angry with Him.  
 
But it’s really important for us to examine why is it that we are angry with our 
God? What is causing that anger to rise up in us against God? Maybe sometimes 
we feel like we feel like we have been slighted. Maybe we feel like God is blessing 
other people and not blessing us. Maybe there is a major trial, a storm, a 
challenge, a way that we are being attacked or a way that we are being threatened 
and we feel like our God has abandoned us. You think of all of the Psalms of 
lament and some of them are shared by David and by other psalmists in a way that 
could come across as a little angry. “Where are you God? You say that you love me 
and yet my enemies press around me and it seems like they are thriving. My life is 
hanging by a thread. Where are you in the midst of this great calamity?”  
There can be all different kinds of reasons for anger here and we will see this in 
just a moment, but here Jonah is angry because God is a grace-filled, 
compassionate, loving, kind, slow-to-anger, abounding in love God. That’s why 
Jonah is angry. In hindsight, it looks rather foolish and yet that is where Jonah is at. 
 

Jonah 4:2-3 
2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at 
home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you 
are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 



a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” 

 
Jonah prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said Lord when I was still at home?” 
So here is what I picture, we don’t know exactly, we will find out in heaven, but I 
picture Jonah when he hears this call of the Lord to go to Nineveh and proclaim 
God’s Word to them, that he begins having conversations with people around him. 
This is not a bad thing to do. If you sense that God has spoken to you in some way 
it is not a bad thing to go to Godly people around you and to say to them, “Here is 
what I’m sensing the Lord might be saying to me or calling me to do or leading me 
in. would you pray for me about this? Would you be willing to have conversation 
about this? I know that you are a wise, loving, God-fearing person. I know that you 
are seeking to do your best to walk with the Lord. Would you help me? Would you 
encourage me and talk to me?” That’s a good thing.  
 
And yet I imagine what Jonah is doing is saying, “This can’t be from God, right? We 
hate the Ninevites! Surely Nineveh and the Kingdom of Assyria will one day wipe 
us out.” And had he said that he would have been true. The Kingdom of Assyria did 
come in and capture the 10 northern tribes and carried them off, many of them 
anyway, into exile. He had every right to fear and despise the Ninevites and desire 
their destruction.  
 
“Surely God wouldn’t call me!” I can imagine Him saying, “If this is what God is 
saying to me, guess what He is going to do when I get there. I am going to go there 
and proclaim the message that was given to me and they’re going to respond to 
God, and then He is going to forgive them. Can you imagine that? We want their 
destruction, we want their doom, we want their judgment. I’m not going to have 
anything to do with this. This is what I tried to stall by fleeing to Tarshish but I 
know that you are a gracious and compassionate God.” 
 
How many of us are thankful that our God is a gracious and compassionate and 
slow-to-anger God? Listen, if our God were not slow to anger, if our God were not 
gracious and compassionate, not one of us would be in this room today. Not one 
of us would be worshiping online today. Think of all the sin you have committed. 
Think of all the times and ways that you have turned your back on a holy, loving, 



kind, compassionate, gracious, righteous, God, the judge of all. Think about all the 
times where you have spat in His face.  
 
And sometimes we do that in big overt, awfully ugly, evil ways that everyone 
knows – that’s not good; and oftentimes we do it inwardly. If our God was not 
slow to anger, if our God was not gracious and compassionate, none of us would 
be here right now. None of us would be worshiping God the way that we are this 
morning. He is abounding in love. He has abundant love, he has more love than 
you could ever use up in a lifetime. His love is limitless. It’s bottomless. His love 
overwhelms us if we allow it to. His love is never ending. You could plumb the 
depths of his love and never reach the bottom. His love continues and continues 
and continues. He lavishes his love on you and I, and Jonah is complaining about 
this.  
 
“I knew that you are gracious, I know that you are compassionate. I know that you 
are slow to anger. I know that you are abounding in love. I know that you are a 
God who forgives. I know that you are a God who relents from sending calamity.” 
 
Now, as we have read through the book of Jonah, who is it that desperately needs 
the grace, love, mercy, and compassion of God? It’s Jonah! Over and over and over 
again, it is Jonah who needs the mercy, grace, compassion, kindness, and slow-to-
anger, of our God. It is Jonah, and yet in his self-righteousness, “I am a prophet of 
the one true living God. Surely, those people over there are worthy of judgement, 
condemnation and the hell they have brought on themselves, but not I!”  
 
In the first two chapters, Jonah is more like the younger son in the prodigal son 
story who runs from God, squanders his inheritance, and turns back to God in the 
midst of a storm that God brought into his life and says, “Even the servants in my 
father’s house are better off than me. Perhaps I should turn for home and repent 
and plead for my father’s mercy.” That’s what Jonah does in the first couple 
chapters. Here, Jonah is saying, “Listen God, I did what you asked. I went to 
Nineveh, I proclaimed this message. I, the holy one, the called one, the prophet of 
yours, I am the one who should have what I want to have happen now,” much like 
the older brother in the prodigal son story. “Father, I have lived with you and 
obeyed and worked for you all these years. You now owe me something. I don’t 



want my younger brother to be welcomed back into the family. I have been the 
one who has been faithful to you. Now you have to do what I want.”  
 
And that is what Jonah is saying here. “I want the Ninevites destroyed. I don’t want 
them to be forgiven. I don’t want them to receive compassion, mercy, and grace. 
And yet Jonah himself is the one who needs grace. 
 
Now I believe that Jonah was bigoted against the Ninevites. I believe he was, in all 
of the ways that we think about these words rippling through our nation today, I 
think he was a racist, a bigot, someone who wanted the harmful destruction of 
other people. For us today it is easy to think, “Well, I don’t think those ways, I 
don’t live those ways” and yet most of us have somebody that we don’t like a 
whole lot, somebody that we perhaps even want God’s judgment upon. I am going 
to throw a whole bunch of categories of people up here on the screen and I invite 
you to listen to the Holy Spirit. Are there any people in any of these categories, 
that when you think of them, or see them on the screen or hear what they have to 
say, you think, “You know what, I don’t like them very much and I want God’s 
judgement on their lives.”  
(Pause for viewing of list on screen) 

 
 



 
 
Every one of us has prejudices. That’s a fact of human life. We all pre-judge people 
based on what we see and hear as we are in someone’s presence or watching 
them online or whatever the case may be. That’s normal. What we do with that 
pre-judgement of someone is what determines whether we are living in sin or 
glorifying God.  
 
I will be very honest with you about a little interaction that I had yesterday 
afternoon.  
 
I was filling up our car at Holiday Gas Station and walked in. There were several 
people in line. The gentleman at the front of the line was a middle-aged man in 
clothing that you could tell was well-worn clothing. He had most of his front teeth 
missing. He was struggling to pay for a package of cigarettes, and he kept digging 
into his pocket for more change. He eventually got to the point where he ran out 
of coins in his pocket, so then he reached into the little coin dish on the counter 
and was pulling money out from there to be able to buy this pack of cigarettes. 
What would you think about that man as you watch him doing that activity and as 
you recognize his appearance and his clothing and that sort of thing?  
 
We all pre-judge people. We all make assumptions or judgements based on what 
we see and what we hear. That is human. That is ok. But then, what do we do with 



that? Do we do what Jesus did? When Jesus saw the crowds all throughout the 
towns and villages that he traveled to, where all forms of sin and idolatry were 
present in these crowds? Do we see these crowds and have compassion on them? 
Do we see these crowds and say, “God touch them, bless them.” Do we see an 
individual and say, “Lord, I don’t know his story or her story, but if there’s any way 
I can love them, if there is any way I can be a vessel of your love in their life, I am 
willing if you will provide me the opportunity, I am willing.”  
 
In that moment, in the gas station, I had some thoughts going through my head. 
One of the thoughts I had was, “Is it appropriate for a pastor to go help him pay for 
his smokes?” that was one option available to me. I didn’t do that, I stayed back. 
Other thoughts were, “Man he must have lived a pretty rough life and I can tell by 
what he seems to be going through.” So in that moment, I was battling between 
these sort of positive ways to respond and these judgmental, negative ways to 
respond to this man. It’s easy to say, “Well here he is down to his last penny and 
what he is choosing to do with that money is buy a package of cigarettes. What a 
fool! He is worthy of whatever comes after this if he is choosing to do that with his 
last resources.” These are all things that are flooding in my mind.  
 
Well, I did not do anything while he is checking out and instead of leaving when he 
bought his cigarettes, he kind of wandered back to the store. So I eventually get up 
and I put my items down on the counter, and all of a sudden I sense that there is 
someone behind me. So I turn around and there is the guy standing about 6 inches 
from me and he looks me dead in the eye, we are face to face, and he says, “What 
do you do?”  
 
“Ok, God, you have my attention!” I said, “I’m a pastor.” And let me be honest 
with you, when people ask me that question, I don’t always immediately say “I’m a 
pastor,” because that can shade and color whatever interaction follows after that. 
But in this instance, I said, “I’m a pastor” and he said, “Are you the pastor right up 
there” (pointing toward First Baptist). And I said, “Yes.” He said, “Well do you 
know (I won’t say the name) so and so?”  
 
I said, “Ah, I met him once upon a time, I don’t know him well but I know who 
you’re talking about.” He said, “Well God used him to save me. I was in jail down in 
Anoka. And he used to come and visit me in jail.” Oh, I forgot one thing to tell you, 



when I said I was a pastor, he looked at me and with a big toothless grin he said, 
“Well I’m a pray-er.”  
 
So we had this beautiful, it was very brief, but a beautiful tender moment, and I 
said, “Well the Lord bless you because a pray-er is a really important role to hold 
and I am going to be praying for you as I go from here.” And he said, “Hey, Tuesday 
nights do you have that Celebrate Recovery thing?” And I said, “Yes, we do” and 
asked, “Have you come?” He said, “No, but I really need to get there.” And I said, 
“Well come, come on Tuesday nights to Celebrate Recovery. You are always 
welcome at First Baptist anytime you would come here.”  
 
It was a beautiful thing. And what if he walked in our church building, looking like 
he did, with the teeth missing, smelling like cigarettes, how would we respond to 
him? Would we love him well? He is a brother in Christ. What if he was not a 
brother in Christ and he came in looking like that and sounding like that and 
smelling like that and he seemed to be agitated and causing problems. Would we 
love him well? Would we say, “God help us to have compassion on everyone who 
walks through our church doors. Help us to have compassion on everyone we see 
out in the community. Help us to love as you love, Jesus and to care for people in 
your way and in your name.”  
 

Jonah 4:4 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

 
Let me just pause for a moment to say, if the Lord starts asking you questions, it is 
not because He does not know the answer to those questions. The Lord’s 
questions to us tend to be rhetorical questions, ways that He is trying to help draw 
our attention to things where we have gone off track a little ways. So the Lord 
asking this question is not a legitimate question. It’s, “Jonah, are you serious? You 
have needed my compassion, mercy, grace, and love over and over and over again 
and now you’re upset with me that I’m a compassionate, merciful, grace-filled 
God?” 
 

Jonah 4:5 



5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to 
the city. 

 
I think even after this interaction, Jonah is hoping against hope, “Well I’ve done my 
duty. God knows what I want. Maybe if I go outside the city, maybe he won’t bring 
his judgement upon them but they’re such a wicked evil, vile, violent people that 
maybe they will destroy themselves and I will have a front row seat and I will get 
to enjoy the destruction of this city and this people.”  
 

Jonah 4:6 
6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah 
to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy 
about the plant. 

 
God blesses us even when we are in the midst of our sin. God loves us and cares 
for us even when we are wandering completely the opposite direction. God 
reaches out to us with his compassion, his mercy, his grace. Again, sometimes 
those mercies look like a storm and look like a fish swallowing you. Sometimes 
those mercies look like this plant growing up to give you shade in the blazing hot 
sun. But God loves his people, he loves his children. He is compassionate towards 
us, he is merciful towards us, even when we are living in sin.  
 
 
 

Jonah 4:7-8 
7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so 
that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, 
and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, 
and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.” 

 
Again, are there times where we’ve grown so angry with God that we wish he 
would just take our life. God provided a blessing in the form of this plant and then 
God provided a worm to chew away at this plant so that it would whither and die 
and Jonah is incensed that this plant is now dead and no longer able to provide the 
shade that he was so thankful for the day before. And he is so angry about the 



plant that he wishes he were dead. But really, he is so angry he wishes he were 
dead because the people of Nineveh have been spared. And then the Lord 
responds. 
 

Jonah 4:9-11 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you 
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 
And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 

 
In other words, “Jonah, you are going to be so angry about a plant that you wish 
you were dead and you had nothing to do with this plant coming to life or dying. 
This was a gift of my grace and mercy on you. And now, you want me, the God 
who created every single person in Ninevah, the one who knit them all together in 
their mother’s wombs, the one who sustains all the nations of the earth, the one 
who desires to save every single person and bring them into a love relationship 
with me, the one who will (Jonah wouldn’t know this yet…) send my own Son to 
give his life on the cross for the sins of all mankind… you want me to just wipe 
them out and destroy them? Jonah! I will bless who I will bless! I will love who I 
will love! I will forgive who I will forgive! I will be merciful on who I want to be 
merciful on, whether you like that or want that or not. I am a God who is full of 
mercy and compassion and grace. Yes, I am the righteous judge of all. And all will 
face a judgement before me but I am the God who has made all people and loves 
all people to the point where I would send my Son and for the first time in all of 
eternity, experience separation from my Son. Jesus will take your sins, Jonah, and 
the sins of all of the Ninevites, and the sins of all of the Americans, the sins of all 
people, He will take those sins upon himself. And he will suffer and die so that all 
would have the opportunity to be saved by His shed blood, by His resurrection, by 
conquering sin and death, evil and Satan.” 
 
Now, in so many ways, I wish there was verse 12, or 12-15 or something like that. 
Where we would see Jonah repent and we would see him return to his people and 
say, “Look what God did, look what our God is capable of. First and foremost, He 



has done it in me. I was so foolish, and so prideful, so self-righteous, and God was 
gracious toward me time and time again. And God forgave the people of Nineveh. 
He relented from the calamity that he was going to bring because they repented. 
Our God is a God who loves everyone and desires to save everyone.”  
 
Now we don’t know if that’s what happened, but I tend to believe something like 
that did happen. Otherwise, how would we have the book of Jonah? Now God can 
and has inspired people to write about events that they didn’t firsthand 
experience, so it’s entirely possible that God used someone else to write this story 
and Jonah was not the one who reported this story, but I believe that Jonah was 
likely the one who came back and told this story and he left himself as the fool of 
this story because he had learned about the grace and love and compassion of our 
God for him.  
 
You see, when you’ve received the grace of God, the love of God, the mercy of 
God, the compassion of God, you don’t have a problem being the fool of the story. 
The one that other people can learn from because of the poor decisions , the times 
where we were foolish, where we were wayward, where we were sinful, because 
we are so thankful for and we rest in the love and grace and mercy of our God.  
 
That’s one of the things that they do every Tuesday night at Celebrate Recovery, 
and you would be blessed if you come to a Celebrate Recovery, but one of the 
things you will hear the leaders and other speakers say as they introduce 
themselves is, “Hi I’m Jared Gustafson, and I am a beloved and forgiven son of the 
Most High God and Jesus is my best friend.” They will say something along those 
lines to identify themselves as, first and foremost, who they are at the core of who 
they are – that they are one who is forgiven and redeemed by Jesus Christ and 
then they will go on and share some hurts, habits, or hangups that they have dealt 
with or are dealing with. 
 
So here is what I would say, if I were there on Tuesday night: “I am Jared 
Gustafson, I am a beloved son of the Most High God. Jesus cares for me. Jesus 
loves me; he is my friend; he is my savior; he is my master; he is my everything.” 
And some of the big hurts in my life are, when I was 12, and I was molested by 
another young man. And that was terribly painful. A current hurt is the physical 
struggles that we are walking through with my wife’s health at home. Some habits 



that I have dealt with, from the age of about 12 or 13 through 25, I really struggled 
with pornography and lust and all of those kinds of things. Some of the hangups 
that I currently have are pride and self-sufficiency. None of those things define 
who I am, but I want you to know that those are part of my story. Because I, as the 
Pastor of First Baptist church, am very much a man who is dependent on the grace 
and mercy of our God, every day. And because I have received so much from our 
Lord in terms of grace, mercy, forgiveness, and compassion, I have learned to 
gladly lavish that on other people by the power of the Spirit working through me. I 
don’t desire to judge or condemn anyone. I desire to be like Jesus and be 
compassionate upon all.  
 
So are you willing and ready to go on that journey? Learning to love, serve, and be 
compassionate, merciful, and gracious toward everyone that God gives you the 
blessed opportunity to love?  
 

Let’s pray together. 
 

Lord God I thank you for again this amazing story and the ways that you 
worked in and through Jonah’s life and the ways that even though through 
much of the story he is on the wrong track, Lord, you were gracious to him 
and you worked through him to avert the calamity that you would have 
brought, the righteous judgement that you would have brought on the 
people of Nineveh. And Lord I pray that you would help us to learn these 
lessons. I pray that you would help us to be thankful for your mercy, grace, 
and compassion towards us, and be willing to share the good news - that we 
worship a God who desires to love and forgive and redeem all people. And 
that we would be vessels of your love and your compassion, your mercy and 
grace in the lives of other people. Lord, I thank you for the gift of salvation 
that we have through Jesus Christ. Help us not to squander that gift but to 
use all that you have given to us, all that you’ve done for us, as a way to love 
and bless and serve and worship you and love, bless and serve other people. 
We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

So last Sunday we had the opportunity to hear from a couple of our kids, the 
Whitefords, about Children’s Ministry and ways that God might prompt you to be 
involved in ministry at First Baptist in the year ahead. This morning we have some 



amazing Jr High students to share a little bit about Jr. High ministry. And let me tell 
you, Carole Troff would tell you and David Johnson would tell you and Tom 
Krueger would tell you that there is no such thing as being “too old” for youth 
ministry. God can use you and will use you and some of our favorite youth leaders 
of all time, and this is from the student’s perspective, have been some of those 
who have been in their 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s. So listen to what God might want to 
say to you. Thanks for sharing Sabrina and kids.   
 
Sabrina:  For those of you who don’t know me, I am Sabrina Willette and I am in 

charge of these hooligans down in the Jr High throughout the years. And 
so, I want to share with you an opportunity that we have for you to serve 
in Jr High specifically on Wednesday nights as hopefully all of you know 
on Wednesday nights we have Jr High youth group throughout the school 
year. What you may not know is that every Wednesday night we split up 
into small groups that are based on grade and gender and these small 
groups are each led by 2 adults who just spend time in prayer with these 
students, getting to know the students and building community among 
those students and so before I share any more about that, I have a couple 
of questions for Allie who is going into 7th grade and Micah is going into 
9th grade. So he has finished his run in Jr High. I am going to ask them a 
couple of questions so you can hear from their perspective why small 
group leaders are important. First I want to start with a question for both 
of you which is “What is your memory from Jr High youth group or just in 
general what is your favorite thing about Jr High youth group? 

 
Allie: Probably playing the games at the start. 
 
Micah:  One of my favorite memories is…in 7th grade we went to Valleyfair for just 

like something fun and that was a lot of fun. And then also we went to 
Minneapolis for a mission trip and helped out with a block party there. 

Sabrina: Ya, so we have lots of special event opportunities as well, which is 
another serving opportunity and I will get to that in a second. The next 
question I have is just for you, Allie and that question is, in your opinion 
or your experience why are small group leaders an important part of Jr 
High ministry? 

 



Allie: They can help you grow closer to God with the questions that you give 
after the lessons they can say “go to this one and try to figure it out your 
self and come back to me next week and we can talk about it more.” 

 
Sabrina: Yep, for sure. So every, maybe not every week but every other week, I 

give questions to the small group leaders for them to go through that are 
based on whatever was taught about in Jr High and as small group leaders 
you lead through those questions and just have discussion and go deeper 
into whatever we talked about and a lot of times that looks like helping 
student learn how to look up a verse in the Bible and understand what 
that verse means or asking some questions about “Sabrina used this word 
and I have no idea what that is” and you explaining it to them so that you 
can help them understand the message a little better. Micah, I have a 
different question for you…as somebody who has finished your run I Jr 
High, what is an impact a small group leader has had on you, either a 
specific leader or just in general? 

 
Micah: Yes, so my two leaders came with me all throughout my Jr High career 

and they taught me a lot of different ways on how to really connect 
deeper with God. 

 
Sabrina: That is awesome. And we love, it doesn’t happen all the time but we love 

when it happens that two leaders can stick with the same group all 
throughout Jr High. So I am not asking you to make a 3 year commitment 
at all, that is not what I am doing here today but it is really fun to see that 
able to happen. Then the final question I have for both of you is What are 
one or two qualities that you want in a small group leader? 

 
Allie: Encouraging and kind. 
 
Micah: Relatable and reliable. 
 
Sabrina: And the reason I ask them those questions, specifically that last one is, I 

know being a small group leader can be very intimidating and you might 
think “well I don’t know enough about Jr Highers, I don’t know what they 
are going through today, I don’t know enough about the Bible to lead 



through this…and they’re not looking for Bible experts, they’re not 
looking for Jr High experts, they are looking for encouraging, kind, 
reliable, relatable people who care about them and want to spend time 
with them. So today, specifically I am looking for 7 Jr High leaders, we are 
looking for 3 more males and 4 more females who could commit to 
Wednesday nights from SEP thru MAY. Being there and just loving and 
encouraging these Jr Highers and if you think, “man that sound great to 
me, but I still have some questions because I don’t know a lot about this.” 
Please track me down, send me an email, give me a phone call, I would 
love to give you some more information about what that looks like. If you 
think “man these kids are awesome and I would love to work with them, 
but I can’t commit to Wednesday nights” we have other serving 
opportunities for you as well. Or if you think I have heard all I need to 
hear, sign me up, let me know that as well. We would love, love, love to 
have you serving with us in Jr High and I know that the kids would love to 
have you as well. So, thank you for your time today. 

 
I paid Micah, not to say anything embarrassing about me so, I’ll get you that check 
after the service. Micah said when we were talking about this last night he said 
when he said “relatable” I said what do you mean by that? He said “well someone 
who is willing to share stories about their life or most embarrassing moments or 
you know, someone who, an adult who is willing to open their lives a little bit to 
the kids”. It is not that you have to know all their lingo…I don’t know all their lingo 
and sometimes I try to use it my boys are like “dad” and they just laugh at me and 
roll their eyes like. So you don’t have to know all the latest jargon or the 
technology or all that kind of stuff but someone who is willing to love and build a 
relationship, a genuine relationship with these kids is what God uses over years, 
and years and years, decades and decades of this church to help them grow in 
Christ. Will you stand as we close our service together? As we close out Jonah, my 
encouragement to you is this, go back at some point this week and re-read this 
book. It’s not very long and as you do that or before you do that to say to the Lord 
“Lord, help me to hear from you what it is you want me to apply in my life going 
forward. Maybe there is one thing, maybe there are several things, but Lord help 
me to apply what you want me to learn and how you want me to grow as we make 
our way out of Jonah.”  
 



God we thank you that you are faithful to help us grow in Jesus each day, 
each week, each month, each year. That as we humble ourselves before you 
as we walk in repentance as we talked about last week and so many stood 
last week out of a desire to walk in repentance that you are faithful to form 
us to help us become more like Jesus and we know that Jesus is the greatest 
lover of people. And we know that you want us to love and care for, to have 
compassion, mercy and grace that we extend toward all people, our family 
members, our neighbors, our friends, our classmates, our co-workers, those 
that we don’t know, strangers to us, even enemies of ours God, we are called 
to love them, pray for them, to bless them in your name. So help us to do 
that Lord. We thank you that you are with us and that you by your spirit 
empower us to live in these ways. And we pray this all in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
Seek God and be family and we look forward to worshipping with you again next 
Sunday. 
 
 
 
 


