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Good morning! Turn to your neighbor and say, “It is so good to see you this 
morning!” We are so glad that you are here to worship with us here at First 
Baptist. Whether you are here in person or online, it is a joy to have you 
worshiping the Lord with us. Our service will begin in a few moments, and I want 
to share a few announcements with you. 
 
The first Sunday of every month we remind you and encourage you to give as the 
Lord leads you to our Community Care ministry. We are having a tremendous 
impact on the hearts and lives of people here in this church, in other churches in 
our community, and in the community at large through the gifts that you give 
helping to meet very real, very emergent, tangible needs. So, thank you for giving 
to Community Care and pray that God would work through those appointments 
that we have on Tuesdays primarily, but spread throughout the week, and in the 
conversations that take place. Thank you for being part of God’s work through 
Community Care. If you are worshiping online, you can go to the Give tab on our 
website and you will find in the dropdown menu where you can give to 
Community Care. If you are here in person, you can write “Community Care” in the 
memo line if you are giving a check, and you can give that way. 
 
We are going to be working on a new church telephone directory. A form went out 
through email this week. If we do not have your email, a paper form can be found 
at the Welcome Center. It is to let us know your updated contact information 
because some of you have moved, some of you have dropped a landline, some of 
you have added cell phones. We would love to have your most updated 
information! You can turn your forms into the office, or you can click on that email 
you received and fill out the form electronically. We will get those telephone 
directories out soon. 
  



On AUG 15, we have a “whale” of a Sunday for you! (See what I did there?) We are 
having one service at 10:45am in the Multipurpose room because we can seat 400-
500 people in there if we need to. We were going to do the service outside, but we 
nearly lost some of you last time we had an outdoor service. So, we are going to 
do it inside to remove that element of uncertainty with the weather. We are going 
to have some testimonies, baptisms, and communion. The baptisms – weather 
permitting – will happen outside, then we are going to follow that with a picnic. It 
is a “bring your own picnic” so bring something to eat and we will sit out on the 
lawn. We will have some tables and chairs for those who are not able to bring 
those, but if you are able to bring a chair, a blanket, something along those lines. If 
weather is not good, we will have the baptisms and picnic inside. 
 
At 2pm, we are going to have our Fresh Starts class. This is a step in our 
membership process. You do not have to become a member just because you go 
to the class. But it is a very important way for you to learn more about who we are 
as a church. What we believe. Why we do what we do. The importance of 
belonging to a church family. And at least prayerfully considering that step of 
membership. So, all of that is on AUG 15. 
 
Just a reminder, if you are here and you brought a gift for the Lord, thank you for 
giving to the Lord’s work. You can place that in one of the Give boxes that are 
spread throughout this level. If you are worshiping online, you can go to that Give 
tab on our website and in the dropdown menu you can select the General Fund. 
That is how you are part of the ministries that God is doing in this church, in this 
community, and to the ends of the earth through our missionaries in helping to 
meet very important needs. Most importantly, the spiritual need of sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Thank you for giving to the Lord. 
 
If you are a guest with us this morning, welcome! We are so thankful that you are 
here. If you are here in person, we would love to connect with you at the Welcome 
Center (which is at the top of the stairs) following the service. If you are 
worshiping online, fill out that online Connection card which is on the homepage 
of our website. That will give us a chance to welcome you, answer any questions 
that you might have, and make sure you know how you can be part of what God is 
doing here at First Baptist Church. 
 



Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Father God, we thank you for the gift of this time. We thank you for your 
presence here. We are here to honor, glorify, and lift high the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. God, we thank you for this season of summer where we get 
to be out in your creation and enjoy the beauty of what you have made. I 
thank you for the gift of gathering together now as your church family to 
encourage one another and build each other up, and see your work done in 
and through our hearts and lives in this community. We pray this in your 
name, Jesus. Amen. 
 

Before we dive back in to Jonah, I do want to answer a couple of questions that I 
have had asked repeatedly over the last couple of months:  
 

1) Our team that leads the Café ministry and loves to serve you coffee and 
other things in the morning to help you be awake, alert, and enthusiastic 
is preparing to restart that ministry on SEP 12. (I thought there would be 
cheering an applause!) If you would like to help and serve with that team, 
let a staff member know or the Luttermans know. They would love to have 
you be part of that team.  
 

2) Also, on SEP 12 we are going to have our Community Groups launching. 
Here is what we are asking. These Community Groups are going to be a 
place for children, youth, and adults of all ages to belong. A place for you 
to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ. A place to be encouraged 
and strengthened by your brothers and sisters. So, what we are asking is 
to give us three weeks. Commit in the month of September (the 12th, 19th, 
and 26th) to visiting one or more Community Groups. That will give you a 
good taste and feel whether they are a place where God wants you to 
commit longer term. But we would love to have everyone commit at least 
a few weeks to being part of these Community Groups to see how God 
wants to use it in your life. How God wants to use you in the lives of your 
brothers and sisters as part of those Community Groups. 
 

3) The other thing that launches on SEP 12 – in particular, for those of you 
who attend this service – if you have friends, if we have church family 
members who would typically ride the bus, the bus will be restarting as 
well. Some of you who are getting rides from other people right now, if 
you would like to make use of the bus (we are still working on the 



schedule and where we will be – what building at what time – so those 
details are being worked out) but let others know who like to ride the bus 
that that is going to resume on SEP 12. 

 

If you like to keep track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition to any name of God, 
you can add to that the word “salvation.” I am going to remind you where we are 
at in this story. Jonah has spent three days and three nights in the belly of a whale. 
Towards the end of chapter 2, Jonah is praying and here is what he says from the 
belly of the great fish. 
 

Jonah 2:9-10 
But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have 
vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” 
And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

 

Jonah in this first half of this letter/book has been the prodigal prophet. He has 
been the younger son in the story of the Prodigal Son that Jesus told. Running 
from God. Abandoning God. Abandoning his assignment to share a message with 
the people of Nineveh. God has brought a storm into his life. And, unfortunately, a 
storm into the lives of some of the sailors who he was on the ship with. In order to 
wake him up, to get his attention, to drawn him to repentance, God in his mercy 
and grace provided that storm. Then in His mercy and grace provided the fish to 
swallow Jonah. Jonah finally gets right with God. Cries out to Him. Again, still has 
some thoughts/emotions that are a little off track. But cries out to the Lord for 
deliverance. And in that prayer, has an inner change of heart before any promise 
of deliverance is given to Jonah, Jonah says, “I am committed to doing your will, 
Lord. I will declare that salvation comes from the You.” Even in a sense, “If you do 
not deliver me, I am yours and I am so thankful for your grace, mercy, and love.” 
And God delivers him. So, that sets the scene for what we are going to study 
together today. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we thank you for the gift of these times gathering in your house 
declaring your greatness. Declaring our desire to be part of your work in this 
world. As we just sang, Lord, to let our hearts be broken by a world that is 
lost and in need, and dying, Jesus. And you have given us a message, gifts, 
and resources. You have given us relational capacity. You have given us these 



gifts to honor and glorify you, to build up our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and to reach out to a world that is so hungry. Maybe they do not recognize 
always that they are hungry for you, yet we know You are the one that they 
hunger for and long for and thirst for. You are the only one who can satisfy 
those deepest longings of their hearts, minds, and souls. So, we pray, Lord, as 
Jonah committed to doing the work that you had given him – and you did 
great things, Lord – may we be committed to doing the work that you have 
entrusted to us. And trust you with the results. We pray this now in your 
name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Open your Bibles to Jonah 3. I am going to read these 10 verses. Then, once again, 
we will go back and work our way through and see what God wants to teach us 
through them. 
 

Jonah 3 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”  
 

Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh 
was a very large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began by 
going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” The Ninevites believed God. A fast was 
proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 
sackcloth.  
 

When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat 
down in the dust. This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: 
 

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let 
them eat or drink. But let people and animals be covered with 
sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil 
ways and their violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with 
compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 
 

When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened. 

 



Going back to verses 1 and 2. 
 

Jonah 3:1-2 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”  

 

Now let us be reminded that a few weeks ago I talked about the city of Nineveh 
and the kingdom of Assyria. This was the equivalent of a terrorist state in those 
days. In terms of the way they treated neighboring nations. The ways that they 
treated their enemies. Even, as we will see later in this passage, the way the 
people of Nineveh often treated one another. This was not a good people! And 
this was not a good place to be. Yet the Word of the Lord comes to Jonah a second 
time, “Go do this. Go bring this message that I have given you. Proclaim to them 
the message that I have given you.” So, Jonah obeys at great risk and at great cost 
to himself. He obeys and travels to Nineveh. 
 
The reality is that God, much like Jonah, has given you and I a message. God, much 
like Jonah, has given you and I a calling. Much like Jonah, we have been given an 
anointing, a blessing. We have been filled with the Holy Spirit. The reality is, in the 
Old Testament, God often anointed and gave a special calling to and a blessing and 
mission to select men and women within the people of God. Yet, in the New 
Testament, what does Jesus say to his disciples right before he ascends into 
heaven? He says, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations.” He says, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and you will be my witnesses.” All of God’s people 
now have been given a special anointing because we all have been filled with the 
Holy Spirit. All of us have been given a special calling to take the name and Good 
News of Jesus to the community around us. All of us have been given an 
opportunity to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ. 
 
How do we accomplish this mission that has been given to you and to me? Well, a 
few ideas: 
 

1. Depend on the Holy Spirit 
Again, the Spirit promises to be with us, and the Spirit promises to speak 
through us. Listen. God said to Jonah, “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
proclaim to it the message I give you.” And God says to you and me, “My 
Holy Spirit lives within you. Any time you give witness to Jesus Christ, any 
time you declare the Gospel to someone else, I will speak through you. I will 



minister through you. I will be the One who speaks to the hearts, minds, and 
lives of those that you are sharing with.” So, we must be people who 
constantly depend on the Holy Spirit and respond to His nudging and 
promptings to share the love and Good News of Jesus with others. 
 

And a great way to accomplish our mission is to consistently in our lives and 
through our lives, 
 

2. Love and Serve in Jesus’ Name 
Over the course of the weekend, we had an opportunity…. Actually, going 
back to last weekend, our family has been blessed with the opportunity to 
help a lot of people with moves. Apparently, there has been a little housing 
market thing going on and a lot of people buying and selling homes. So, lots 
of people moving from one place to another. My parents are among that 
group. My youngest brother just moved out to Denver. People in our church 
family have been moving.  
 

Tyler said to me the other day, “I have been asked to help a lot of people 
move!” All that to say, over the course of this past weekend, we were down 
helping at my parent’s house. Helping them get ready for their move. And 
one of my sons (I will not identify which one) when he was aware that we 
were given that opportunity to serve and love in the name of Jesus, his 
grandparents, he said, “Well, I have been doing a lot of serving lately and I 
am not so sure that I want to serve this time.” (laughter)  
 

I thanked him for his honesty because a lot of times we think that, but we do 
not actually verbalize that. Now, this son of ours did in fact go and serve and 
had a good outward attitude in doing that. But the reality is that sometimes 
we feel like, “I have done that already! I have done the loving and serving. I 
want to retire from that! I want to have a little break. I want some ‘me’ 
time.” Yet, brothers and sisters, as so many of you know, loving and serving 
in the name of Jesus Christ is the most rewarding and fulfilling thing you can 
do with your time. It is far better than being on vacation. Even though being 
on vacation is a good thing every once in a while. 
 

It is far better than being out on the lake. Although being on the lake is a 
worshipful experience and a wonderful time to be alone with God. When we 
are engaging in the lives of other people, bringing God’s goodness to bear on 



their lives, loving and caring for them, that is always a very, very good thing. 
And it helps us to accomplish our mission. 
 

3. Give Witness to what God has done 
Jesus said in Luke 6:45b, “For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” 
Often times we talk about that Jesus lives in our hearts. Right? If Jesus lives in 
your heart, Jesus ought to be coming out of your mouth on a semi-regular 
basis. If you are filled with the love of God because Jesus lives in you, then 
the love in Word and in deed should be coming out of our lives.  
 

And all of these are very simple, yet foundational and significant ways that God 
wants to accomplish His purposes through you and through me. So, we just need 
to tell others, “Here is what the Lord has done for me.” 
 
Several years ago, we offered a training on the “One Minute Witness.” It is just a 
tool/resource for being a witness for Jesus Christ. Essentially what you do is you 
engage in a conversation with someone else and say, “What is the best thing that 
has ever happened in your life?” And if they answer that question, then you simply 
say, “Can I tell you about the best thing that has ever happened in my life?” Then 
you take about 15 seconds to say, “Here is what my life was like before I found 
Jesus Christ.” Then you very briefly say, “And then I place my faith and hope in 
Jesus. I cried out to Him for salvation.” And then in another 15-20 seconds, “Here 
is how Jesus has changed my heart. Here is how He has changed my life. Here is 
the peace, the joy, the forgiveness, the healing, the freedom that God has brought 
into me.” Then very briefly you say, “If I had not given my life to Christ, here is 
where my life would be right now.” And at the end, you just invite them, “Would 
you like to give your life to Jesus Christ?” Just a very simple but effective way of 
saying, “Here is what Jesus has done in me. Would you like Him to do the same for 
you?” 
 
We have tons of other resources. Other tracks. They are all throughout the 
building in those racks that you will find near the entrances and exits. God wants 
to speak through you. He wants to proclaim the message. Again, I said a couple of 
weeks ago that you do not have to have the Romans Road memorized in order to 
be an effective witness for Jesus Christ. And yet it is not difficult to at least learn 
the references of these Romans passages in order to effectively share the Good 
News with others and invite others to place their faith in Him. 



Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 

Romans 5:8 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

Although we all fall short of the glory of God, while we were still sinners God loved 
us enough to send His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us. 
 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death. But the free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

We are all sinners. What we have earned by our sin is death – eternal separation 
from God. But the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. That 
is one-verse evangelism. Like, if all you can remember is Romans 6:23, you can 
share the Gospel with someone else. 
 

Romans 10:9-10 
If you declare with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified. And it is with your mouth you 
profess your faith and are saved. 

 

In 5 simple verses you can share the Good News of Jesus Christ. You can share the 
Gospel with someone else. Again, as I shared last Sunday, it is as simple as the A, B, 
C’s. As you are witnessing about what God has done in your life and someone 
expresses an openness to placing their faith in Jesus Christ, all you say to them is: 
 

• Admit that you are a sinner 
Admit that you have blown it and do not live up to God’s standards. That you 
have harmed other people. That you have turned your back on God. 
 

• Believe in Jesus Christ 
Place your faith and confidence in Him. 
 

• Commit your life to the Lord 
 

You can then pray a simple prayer with them where they cry out to the Lord for 
salvation. 
 



God desires and blesses us with the opportunity to proclaim His message to the 
nations that are dying without Him. To your neighbors. To your co-workers. To 
your family and friends. God wants us to proclaim the message to accomplish this 
mission that He has given us. We do that individually and we do that corporately 
and we do that in a way that glorifies God. 
 
The reality is this. I am pretty confident that Jonah walked into Nineveh thinking, “I 
am going to die! They will not like this message. They do not believe in and 
worship my God. I am an enemy of theirs. I am a foreigner coming into their 
capitol city. This is not going to go well.” Yet, as we see in this passage, God did the 
impossible. Sometimes we think of our neighbors, our friends, our co-workers, 
people in this community, extended family, and we think, “Well, I know them well 
enough to know that they are not going to turn. They are not going to repent. 
They are not going to cry out to Jesus for forgiveness and salvation.” So, we 
withhold the message. We do not proclaim the Good News. And we rob God of an 
opportunity to work through us to do what we think may be impossible in bringing 
them unto Himself. 
 

Jonah 3:3-4 
Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh 
was a very large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began by 
going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

 

Scholars believe and assume that there was more to Jonah’s message than this 
one simple sentence. Yet this was the core of what Jonah was saying. Again, 
imagine walking into a place in the Middle East right now that is controlled by a 
regime that we would say is a terror regime and worship another god. Imagine 
walking into that place and saying, “Forty more days and your kingdom, your 
nation will be overthrown if you do not turn to the one true living God.” Try to put 
yourself in Jonah’s shoes because that is what he is doing here. Jonah is obeying at 
great cost to himself. He is obeying in a very risky way as he walks into Nineveh 
and declares this message that God had given him. 
 

Jonah 3:5 
The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, 
from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 

 



Now, I think (and a lot of scholars point to this as well) that it is really interesting 
the Ninevites believed God that judgment was coming in 40 days if they did not 
repent and turn from their evil, wicked ways. And yet I think the Ninevites did not 
believe in God. There is no mention in the rest of Jonah, nor do we have historical 
records of the city of Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire at this point in time turning 
and becoming followers of the one true living God. They believed God. They 
believed this message of warning. It produced immediate action. (And that is an 
amazing thing because how often do we as followers of Jesus Christ know the 
truth, or hear the truth, but we do not put it into action. We are hearers of the 
Word only and not doers of the Word. So, we need to be cautious that we are 
learning from their example in a sense that we put into action when we hear the 
teaching of our Lord, and we know the truth and we want to live it out.) 
 
The Ninevites believed God here. As fast was proclaimed. How many of us fast on 
a semi-regular basis? Fasting is a really good, really important thing. I know that 
some of us are in a stage of life where because of certain medical conditions we 
are unable to fast from food in the way that they were doing here. But how many 
of us maybe take a media fast every once in a while?  
 
How many of us are willing to consider a social media fast every once in a while? 
Our family tries to set aside Sundays. So, on the other days of the week people are 
on their devices, tablets, phones, that sort of thing. We have limits and guidelines, 
and we try to protect our boys from all of the wickedness that can be found online. 
Yet we do give them some permission and freedom. But on Sundays the devices go 
away until we get to Sunday evening where they can check in with homework or 
friends or that sort of thing. But for the bulk of the day on Sunday, we just put the 
devices away for a day. That is a really good thing. It is a really important thing. 
 
Some of us like to say, “Well, I would love to have more time to spend time in 
God’s Word.” Or “I want to have more time to love and serve people. I would love 
to have more time to be a part of a ministry of the church and serve in the church 
and be part of a Bible study or discipleship group. But pastor, I just do not have 
any time. My schedule is so full. I am so busy. I do not have any time.” Well, the 
statistics would say that each one of us (this varies by age group) spends multiple 
hours every day in some sort of media engagement or some sort of online 
interaction or social media. We seem to find time to do those things on a daily 



basis. Yet are we willing to lay some of that aside to embrace what is better? To 
embrace time in God’s Word. To embrace time in prayer. To embrace time in 
corporate ministry, service, prayer opportunities. To embrace time to love, serve, 
and care for our neighbors, family members, co-workers, friends. Do we set aside 
some of those things that can so easily distract us from what is good and right and 
better? 
 
It is not that there is no value in any of that. Yet sometimes we get way out of 
whack in terms of the time and energy we invest in those things rather than the 
things that have eternal value. 
 

Jonah 3:5b 
A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, 
put on sackcloth. 

 

You probably are familiar with to some degree sack races with burlap sacks and 
you hop around. That is the kind of cloth they are talking about. It was a very 
rough, scratchy, uncomfortable thing to wear. If you were wearing sackcloth, you 
knew it and it was a constant reminder of this fast and this repentance that you as 
a community were doing. 
 
Now, interestingly enough, it says the Ninevites believed God. And later on, it says 
when word reached the king’s palace, when it reached his ear…. In other words, 
God moved in the hearts of the people first! And it was the ordinary, everyday 
people who declared this fast and who willingly put on sackcloth as a symbol of 
their repentance. 
 

Jonah 3:6-8 
When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat 
down in the dust. This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds 
or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. But let people 
and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on 
God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 

 

A few important things to note here. I can be one who can be pretty hopeless 
about this state of politics in this country. I can be one who can be pretty hopeless 



about the hearts, lives, and leadership of our national leaders. And yet we have a 
God who can in a moment turn our leaders around, bring them to their knees, 
cause them to lead us in national repentance, and allow us to see God work in 
ways that you and I probably think are impossible. That is what we see God doing 
here in the city of Nineveh.  
 
The king could have easily said, “This is a foreigner who worships a foreign, 
illegitimate god. We are not going to listen to him. What are all of you dummies 
doing with sackcloth and fasting? We are going to do the opposite. We are going 
to throw a festival where we worship our gods. We throw a great feast to them. 
Oh, by the way, this guest of honor will be roasting in front of us.” That is probably 
what Jonah expected. And that is probably what we expect in our nation in these 
days. Yet, Jonah proclaimed the message God had given him and God used it in 
supernatural ways to reach even the heart of the king of Nineveh here. Where the 
king says, “We must repent. We must turn to God. We must cry out to Him. We 
must be people who humble ourselves before the living God.” That is an amazing 
thing. 
 
Are we praying for our leaders? And when we pray, do we believe that God can do 
what he shows that he can do in this story with Jonah and the Ninevites. Do we 
believe that God can bring our nation to our knees? Are we willing to be the 
people who lead by example and walk in repentance and allow God to work in us 
and through us? 
 

Jonah 3:8 
Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and 
their violence. 

 

I think that is an amazing statement by the king. He is calling everyone to call on 
the one true living God. And calling everyone to give up their evil ways and their 
violence. In other words, the wickedness of this people was not simply confined to 
the ways they treated outsiders in other nations. The evil of this people and their 
violence was also impacting the lives of people who lived in this very city. The 
people who they would call neighbors and friends. The people who were part of 
the same nation. They were evil and wicked toward one another. They were 
violent toward one another. Does that not sound like what is happening in our 
nation in these days? Yet God can turn things around. 



The king finishes his decree, and he says, 
 

Jonah 3:9 
“Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his 
fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 

 

I think that sometimes we have this idea that everyone in America has heard the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The reality is that less than 20 percent of Americans attend 
any church on any regular basis. “Regular attendance” being considered 1.5 times 
or more per month. Less than 20 percent. Now, there are still around 50 percent 
(depending on the study that you are look at) who claim to be Christians. But if 30 
percent of them are not going to church, that tells you something about what it 
means for them to be Christians. And those numbers continue to precipitously fall 
in terms of the number of people who claim to be Christians in this nation and the 
number of people in this nation who are actively involved in a community of faith 
that is pursuing Jesus Christ.  
 
And we all know that there have been radical shifts within the church of Jesus 
Christ in this nation where there are a growing number of churches, a growing 
percentage of churches that do not teach and preach the Word of God. That have 
redefined what truth is. So, even if 20-ish percent or a little bit less than that go to 
church, how many of them are going to church that would still say the Bible is the 
authoritative Word of God and this is how we must live our lives by the power of 
the Word, by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as people who are surrendered and 
submitted to Jesus Christ? How many of them, therefore, actually know the truth? 
 
Again, we have all kinds of brothers and sisters (other people who go to church) 
around us who are being led astray. And in addition to that, the vast majority of 
Americans have no source of the Word of God, or the Spirit of God, or the people 
of God speaking into their lives. Now, the Spirit is always at work. And one of the 
things that I think we see here in Nineveh was that the Spirit of God had gone on 
before Jonah to prepare the hearts and minds of the people of Nineveh to respond 
to this warning. To respond to this message.  
 
There is never anyone who you will speak to about Jesus Christ who has not 
already had the Spirit working on them. Wooing them. Convicting them. Opening 
them up to hear the Word of God. How many do not hear the Good News from 



us? And if they had heard it from us, perhaps they would respond in a similar 
manner? My life is headed for destruction. But it sounds like if I trust in Jesus, 
there is a way to be saved and forgiven. There is a way to experience life 
everlasting. Why wouldn’t we cry out to God? Why wouldn’t I trust in Him? Why 
wouldn’t I give my life to Him? 
 

Jonah 3:10 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened. When God saw what they did and how they turned from 
their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction 
he had threatened. 

 

Our world needs a God like this. A God who is righteous, just, and holy, and rightly 
calls out, judges, and condemns sin. And a God who is full of mercy, grace, and 
compassion. A God who gives not only people who do not yet know Jesus, but 
each one of us lots of second chances. How many of us burned our second chance 
decades ago? And yet we have been given a third chance, and a fourth chance, 
and a one hundredth chance, and a one thousandth chance, and a ten thousandth 
chance. We have been given all these opportunities because of the mercy and 
grace and compassion of our God. We have been given all these opportunities to 
receive once again His love, His grace, His forgiveness, His presence in our lives. So 
how much more as the people of God want to carry that message, that Good News 
to the people around us? 
 
Listen. No matter how far you have gone in this world in terms of sin, God can 
rescue and redeem you! God can bring you back unto himself. God can set you on 
a right path. God can bring wholeness to your life. Healing, forgiveness, and 
freedom to your life. God can and will do that if you trust in Him and cry out to 
Him. Our God desires that none would perish apart from a life-saving relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
 
I am going to lead us into a time of prayer. It is going to be a prayer of repentance. 
And I am going to ask you to do something that we do not often do here. But I am 
going to ask you if sense there is something that you need to repent of in your life, 
I am going to ask you to stand. Then I am going to pray over you.  
 



Let me explain some of the reasons why we may need to repent. Perhaps it is a 
sign of repentance because you are one of those who have never placed your faith 
in Jesus Christ. And you want to repent of your sin and believe in Jesus, turn to 
Him today, and give your life to Him. That would be a great reason to stand and 
have me pray over you. 
 
Maybe for some of us it is a prayer of repentance that we have not been fulfilling 
the mission that God has given us. That we have not intentionally and 
courageously shared the Good News of Jesus Christ with the people around us. We 
have kind of sat back and tried to let others do that. Maybe it is repentance for not 
doing that. 
 
Maybe you are standing because you are repenting of sin in your life in general. 
Maybe God has revealed to you over the course of the last few weeks through 
these messages, or by his Spirit, or in conversations with brothers and sisters that 
you have some sin areas that you are asleep to. (Much like Jonah was sleeping in 
the bottom of the boat.) Maybe there are some storms that God has brought into 
your life because He wants to draw you back to himself and lead you to 
repentance. 
 
It could be any number of other things. What I want you do to right now, is if you 
are sensing that there is something that you need to repent of, I want you to stand 
with me. And I am standing as someone who needs to repent. So, stand and I will 
pray over you. Let us pray together. 
 

God, I thank you for these courageous brothers and sisters who stood 
recognizing that there is something in their heart, mind, life that you are 
leading them to repent of. And Lord, I thank you for the courageous brothers 
and sisters who remain seated because they are in a really good place with 
you, God, and they did not feel the temptation to stand just to join in with 
many who are standing around them. And Lord, for every brother and sister 
of mine, you know their heart. You know where they are at, God. You know 
what they need to repent of. So, I pray, God, that you would help them to 
turn from that sin, that attitude, that behavior, that unwillingness to share 
your Good News.  
 



Maybe they are turning to You for the first time, Jesus. I pray that you would 
help them to walk in repentance to receive the embrace of their Lord and 
Savior. To be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ once again and to 
wear those royal robes with joy and gratitude that you have given them 
another opportunity to be blessed and encouraged by you and sent forth by 
you to bring your love and Good News to the community around us. 
 

God, I thank you for this demonstration of repentance in each one of their 
lives. Honor them. Help them to share this with someone who knows them 
and loves them. Whether that be a friend, a spouse, a pastor, or a ministry 
leader, help them to share with someone so that they can be encouraged 
and prayed over.  
 

And Lord, I pray that you would do your work in us and through us personally 
and as a church family as we continue to bring your love and Good News to 
bear on the lives of people in this community and around the world who 
need Jesus. We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 
 

You may be seated. Praise God! May we be a people who walk in repentance each 
day.  
 
At the close of the service for the next four weeks, we have some special treats for 
you. The reality is that as we move into fall, there are all kinds of ministries that 
will be resuming. I mentioned a few earlier that have not had for a while. And 
many of these ministries need you. As you have learned of your gifts, as you have 
learned of your passions, your talents, many of these ministries need you to say, 
“Hey, I am willing to serve the Lord. I am willing to be a vessel of His blessing and 
love in the lives of brothers and sisters at First Baptist. Some of them very young. 
Some of them a little bit older. But I am willing. Lord, help me to know who you 
want me to lead and to serve.” 
 
For the next four weeks, we are going to be highlighting a lot of things. But some 
of the special things you will hear are from some of our children and youth. So, 
Pastor Ashley is here with the Whitefords to share a little bit about Kids Ministry – 
about FBC Kids this fall – and they are going to share with you. 
 

Thanks, Jared. I am so grateful for what God has been doing, and what I 
believe He will do this fall in Children’s Ministry. We have had so many new 



families attending First Baptist over the past few months and we need more 
volunteers to help them engage in Kids Ministry at First Baptist. 
 

At 9:40am on Sundays in the fall, we are going to be launching a Community 
Group for Kids during the Community Group hour because just like adults, we 
all need a place to belong, and we learn better when we learn together. So, 
we are having a Community Group for kids where we are building on the best 
things of Sunday School, we are adding a greater emphasis on building 
community and friendship, families raising kids in the Lord together. So, that 
is what we are really excited about. 
 

I need at least four more volunteers during the Community Group hour who 
can commit to serving weekly or every other week to make Community 
Group for Kids happen. And then during Children’s Church – which happens 
during our Contemporary Service – I need at least four more students or 
adults who can help once a month and serve in Children’s Church with me. 
 

Then on Wednesday nights, we have Kids U and I really want to be ready for 
100 kids to come because that is how many we were having before Covid-19. 
Yes, I am so excited about that, and we need at least 10-15 more volunteers 
in Kids U to help make our Wednesday Night Ministry happen. So, if you are 
available and interested in continuing to be part of what God is doing at First 
Baptist in Kids Ministry, I would love to talk to you. 
 

I brought my friends here. This is Noah and Finley Whiteford. Noah is going 
into 5th grade and Finley is going into 1st grade. I thought it would be great for 
you to hear from them what is so great about Kids Ministry at First Baptist. 
 

Ashley: Noah, what is your favorite thing about coming to Kids Ministry 
at First Baptist? 

 

Noah: The bounce house 
Ashley: The bounce house! We got a brand-new inflatable obstacle 

course that we are going to use all the time in Kids Ministry. 
We are using it for our Ministry on Sundays and Wednesdays, 
but we are also using it for outreach purposes. It has been 
greatly effective in drawing kids in! 

 

Ashley: Finley? 
 



Finley: Crafts 
 

Ashley: We love to do crafts. Great job! Alright, Noah, what is one thing 
you have learned about Jesus or the Bible this year in Kids 
Ministry? 

 

Noah: That He stands like a rock on your life. 
 

Ashley: Yes, we have been talking about how Jesus is the rock, and we 
build our lives upon Him and His Word. Alright, Finley, what 
have you learned about Jesus or the Bible? 

 

Finley: That the Bible tells you Jesus loves you enough. 
 

Ashley: Yes, the Bible tells you that Jesus loves you. Awesome job! 
Alright, Noah. Ready? Why should someone volunteer in Kids 
Ministry? 

 

Noah: Because you get to teach kids about who God is. What He does. 
And that He loves you no matter what. 

 

Ashley: Awesome! How about you, Finley? Why should someone 
volunteer in Kids Ministry? 

 

Finley: Because they can show little kids that they can come to 
Children’s Church no matter what. 

 

Ashley: Yes. Awesome! Thank you, Noah, and Finley. You guys did 
awesome. 

 

If you are available on Sundays during our Community Group hour or 
during Children’s Church, or Wednesdays for Kids U, I would love to talk 
with you about serving kids and continuing to reach kids for the Lord. 
Thank you.  

 

It is perhaps manipulative to bring really wonderful and cute kids up front to ask 
you to serve. But I hope that you will be open to serving in some capacity this fall 
here at First Baptist. Maybe God will call you to Children’s Ministry or Youth 
Ministry. Maybe He will call you to work in the Café, to serve as an usher, to help 
with one of our adult Community Groups. Maybe you will be led to give leadership 
to a LIFEgroup, Men’s Ministry, Women’s Ministry. There are so many ways that 



God can use your gifts, your time, your energy, your passions, your friendship to 
bless other people. 
 
And if you would like to explore different ways that you can serve – again, there is 
great information on our website – but even more important than that, reach out 
to a staff member. Reach out to a lay leader. Reach out to someone you know who 
is leadership in some capacity and say, “Hey, tell me more about the ministry that 
you are involved in.” 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you so much for the opportunities that we have 
to serve you, to love and serve other people in your name, to accomplish the 
mission that you have given us of helping people know, love, and become 
like Jesus. And I pray that we would all intentionally do that in word and in 
action. I pray, God, that you use us in a mighty way. We thank you that when 
Jonah finally obeyed, you did the miraculous through him, Lord. All he did 
was bring a simple message from you to the people around him and they 
responded in repentance. 
 

Lord, I pray that you would help us to recognize that all we have to do is 
bring a simple message that you will speak through us to other people in 
order to give them an opportunity to be saved. We pray God that you would 
go with us from here in the name and power and the love of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Be blessed, serve God, seek Him and be family to one another! 


