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Exiled, Yet Hopeful! 
 

God spoke through Jeremiah to the Hebrew exiles in Babylon 
saying,  
 

‘For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 
'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future 
and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to 
Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, 
when you search for Me with all your heart.  And I will be 
found by you,' declares the LORD  (Jer. 29:11-14). 
 

Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had uprooted large numbers 
of Hebrews and deposited them some 1700 miles away in 
Babylon.  This was the very judgment God had promised 
when His people forsook Him for pagan idols.  Yet even in 
judgment God speaks hope to His people.  In those 70 years of 
exile God would purify His people so that they would call 
upon Him and come and pray to Him – not to foreign gods.  
They would again seek Him with ALL their hearts – not with 
hearts divided among many gods.  It would take 70 years to 
root out idols and idolatry from God’s people.  It required up-
rooting from their land for idols to be uprooted from their 
hearts! 
 

But notice, from these people whom God was purifying 
emerged great people of God like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Mordecai, and Zerubba-
bel.  Sovereign God was working His glorious purposes in and 
through the exile!   
 

Are you feeling exiled these days?  Are you finding yourself 
less ‘at home’ in the world?  Does it seem that you are ‘out of 
step’ with the culture?  I suggest that’s a good thing!  Paul 
says, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20).  Peter tells us 
that we are ‘aliens and strangers’ in this world (1 Peter 2:11).   
 

In our lifetimes Christians have likely never felt more like 
exiles than in these days of the global pandemic, social unrest, 
economic stress and the contentious political climate.  Yet we 
know our good and sovereign God is at work.  I believe He is 
purifying His Church.  I believe He seeks to ‘uproot’ our idols 
and restore us to our ‘first love’ for Him.  I believe He is rais-
ing up godly men and women to lead the next generation of 
Christians and the Church.  Let us be humble, hopeful, and 
repentant. 
 

COVID-19:  We continue to follow the guidelines of our state 
health department and our governor concerning the corona-
virus.  Let’s all do our part when we worship together to main-
tain good social distancing and continue wearing face cover-
ings.  Please enjoy fellowship time outside the building.  This 
is how we love our neighbor’s well. 
 

Thank you, 
Cecil Sanders 

FBCH Drive-Thru  
Fall Fun Opportunities 

 

 
The FBCH Drive-Thru Fall Fun is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 31 
from 5:00 - 6:30 PM. This is a won-
derful alternative to Halloween for 
our children as well as our communi-
ty.   
 
We are in need of workers (to pass 
out candy/items), and lots and lots 
of candy! (There are boxes in the 
Worship Center to place your candy.) 
 
There is also a sign-up sheet at the 
Info Desk or you may call or text 
Kimberly at 726-3525, for you to 
commit to this ministry opportunity. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the many acts of love 
shown to us during the illness and loss of 
our loved one. Your overwhelming care 
and concern provided much comfort and 
your prayers gave us the strength and 
courage to endure each day. Your kind-
ness is deeply appreciated and our prayer 
for you is that God will bless each of you 
richly as you live to glorify Him. 
Sincerely Thankful, 
The Art de la Croix Family 
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Our People Gave October 11, 2020 

Weekly Need  $22,317.74 

Weekly Received $12,720.00 

Over (Under) Budget ($9,597.74) 

Myers-Mallory $6,885.00 

2020 Year-To-Date  

Budget Required $915,027.34 

Budget Received                          $895,025.98 

Over (Under) ($20,001.36) 

Worship 10-11-2020 184 

Bridge to Tomorrow Fund 

Giving 10-11-2020 $880.00 

Total Giving to Date $634,134.44 

$51,580.43 

Services Online 
www.fbcheadland.com 

FBC Headland  
(YouTube/Facebook) 

 

Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

 

Monday 
Weekly Announcements &  

Devotion  
 

Wednesday  
6:00 PM Devotional & Prayer Time 

(No Livestream on Oct. 14th.) 

FBC Staff 
 

Cecil Sanders 
 Senior Pastor 

 

 Mike Wehner 
 Associate Pastor 

 

 Joel Tucker 
Minister of Students, IT & Events 

 

 Tim Gay 
Minister of Music & Senior Adults 

 

 Kimberly Grandstaff 
CDC & Children’s Ministry Director  

693-3599 
 

Heather Armstrong 
Church Secretary 

  

Carlando Hope 
Media Secretary 

 

 Pam Ellison 
 Financial Secretary 

 

 Richard Kohl 
Licensed Professional Counselor 

For appointment  
(334) 722-9097 

 

Regular 
Business Meeting  
October 14, 2020  
 6:00 PM    Chapel 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Pick-up a Brochure at the Information Desk 

Collection Day - November 18, 2020 

A $9 Donation is requested to help cover shipping. 

Shoeboxes are available at the Information Desk. 
 

Operation Christmas Child, a Project of Samaritan's Purse, has delivered 157 
million shoeboxes to boys and girls around the world. We praise God for so 
many children whose lives have been transformed because of a simple gift. 

Happy Anniversary, Cecil Sanders! 
October 22, 2020 

 
Please join us in saying “Happy Anniversary” to our Sen-
ior Pastor, Dr. Cecil Sanders.  Cecil celebrates his nine-
teenth anniversary with us on October 22.  Please take 
time to let him know how much you appreciate all he does 
for our church family and our Lord.   


