
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION POLICY 

Introduction:  The First Baptist Church, Headland, Alabama, (FBCH) humbly recognizes and affirms that 
God is the source of all blessings.  Thus, we have an obligation to serve Him with our time, talents, and mate-
rial possessions.  The contribution of our material possessions to the church provides for the advancement of 
the Redeemer’s cause beginning in FBCH and extending to the ends of the earth. 

As a church, FBCH is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  This allows the church to acknowledge our donors’ 
contributions that may provide valuable tax deduction benefits.  Along with this potential benefit come the 
governmental standards for giving.  Romans 13:1 instructs believers to submit to our governing authorities.  In 
our desire to be a biblical people and walk according to biblical instruction, it is important that we follow both 
the requirements of the IRS and the State of Alabama regarding charitable contributions. 

The purpose of this document is to inform you regarding various types of giving that the church may receive. 

General Fund Donations:  When donations are received by FBCH without a special designation, they be-
come part of our general fund.  A donation to a specific line item(s) in the general fund is not permitted per 
IRS regulations. The general fund finances our overall operating and ministry expenses.  Without these dona-
tions, the church would simply cease to exist. All checks are recorded individually and donors receive a peri-
odic and a year-end giving report for tax records.  Please keep this report with your tax records.  Should a do-
nor make a cash donation, it is important to place the cash in an envelope with the donor’s name, date, and 
amount of donation listed on the front of the envelope.  The church provides these envelopes for anyone who 
has established a giving account with the church.  In this way, the church staff can create the appropriate giv-
ing report necessary for tax records.  (FYI – this is one reason why when a person moves it is wise to contact 
the church office with the new address.  The year-end giving record can then be sent to the new address.) 
  
Donations of Property:  The government requirements for gifts of property are quite complex.  If a donor de-
sires to make of gift of property (i.e., any non-cash gift), please contact the church office at (334) 693-3220. 

Donations of Third Party Gifts:  If a donor is to be involved in a third party gift, please contact the church 
office at (334) 693-3220. 

Donations in Wills:  Members are encouraged to remember the church, especially the cemetery fund, in 
their wills.  To ensure all the government requirements are met for this type of gift, please contact the church 
office at (334) 692-3220. 

Designated Fund Donation:  From time to time, a special financial need or emphasis may arise in the 
church where members have an opportunity to give above and beyond their contributions to the general fund.  
These funds are established by church vote and there will be some type of all church communication regard-
ing these special offerings.  The church has approved the following designated funds:  Bridge to Tomorrow, 
Cemetery, Love Offering, Missions, Special Offering, and Youth.  These donations follow the same process 
as general fund donations with one change needed by the donor:  Please note on your check (or, if giving 
cash, on the envelope) the name of the designated fund.  Please be aware, should the church determine that 
funds collected exceed the need or if the fund is closed, any excess or remaining amount will transfer over to 
the general fund. 

Memorials and Honorariums:  Donations may be made in memory or honor of a person to the general fund 
or to any of the designated funds. 

Donor Restricted Gifts:  Sometimes folks want to donate to a specific person, ministry, or need that they 
have identified, or impose restrictions (donor restricted gift) on the church in order for the gift to be offered.  
Per IRS regulations, a donor restricted gift cannot be made to an individual no matter how worthy the need. 
These gifts should be given directly from the donor to the person.  In order to offer any other donor restricted 
gift, please contact the church office at (334) 693-3220. 

Request for Donations on Behalf of Another Person or Organization:  Approval must be obtained from 
the church prior to requesting these types of donations for others to ensure the church is not providing a pri-
vate benefit.  Please contact the church office at (334) 693-3220. 
 
Questions:  If you have any questions regarding any of the above information or any gift not covered by this 
handout, please contact the church office at (334) 693-3220.  


