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I am amazed at the energy and excitement in 
the ideas people are sharing about the build-
ing renovation!  I just feel that God's 
mission is speaking to us.  It's not just 
words.  It's what we are called to do.  And 
God is up to something new, so we are going 
to live it out.

I just imagine a church where all God's 
children feel accepted and comforted.  A 
church that invests in God's mission by 
investing in a building that radiates welcome 
and trust.  A people that shine God's 
comforting embrace with their smiles.  A 
people that not only live out God's Mission 
but "build out" God's Mission.

A mentor once taught me that "God does not 
call people to do that which is impossible.  
It might be impossible for you.  But it is not 
impossible for God."  Said another way, if 
God's calling us to do it, God will make it 
possible.  I can tell from your energy and 
excitement that God has plenty to work 
with.  (And when we complete a capital 
campaign in the near future, God will have 
so much more to work with!)  It is possible!  
This will be a success!

I don't know exactly what God is building 
here.  But I do know that if God builds it, 
our labor will not be in vain (Psalm 127:1).  
There are so many amazing ideas!  Pray 
with me that we build God's vision:

Heavenly Father, You created the heavens 
and the earth.  Then, You came to us as a 
carpenter's Son.  Come to us again and show 
us what to create and build, so that Your 
mission is made manifest here, through us.  
In Jesus' Name we pray.  Amen.

~Pastor Ben Krey

 "I Am about to do a new thing;
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?"
       Isaiah 43:19a
God is doing a new thing right in our midst.  Do you not perceive it?
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Renovation News

On August 2nd, about 40 members met 
with the architect to brainstorm and iden-
tify renovation priorities.  Jim Sherrer, the 
architect, commended the great work CVLC 
has done already to generate ideas.  Mr. 
Sherrer started our time together by having 
each individual identify their top 3 priorities 
for the renovation.  Then, we had our first 
of 3 break out groups.  In the first break out 
group, 2 people randomly placed together 
needed  decide on their top 3 priorities.  
Then we had groups of 4 that needed to de-
cide upon their top 3 priorities.  Finally, we 
only had 4 groups, with about 10 members 
in each group, decide upon their top 3 
priorities.  At that point, each of the 4 

groups shared their top priorities, and there were 6 different choices.  We each "voted" on 
our top priority, second priority, third priority, and fourth priority.  Jim Sherrer tallied up the 
results ...

#1.  Improvement in Sanctuary with Growth (A/V, Multipurpose, Light, Versatile, Stain Glass, 
etc.) 136 points
#2.  Accessibility (Elevator, Entry, Narthex, Hallways, etc.) 113 points
#3.  Curb Appeal (look welcoming, natural light) 59 points
#4.  More Space (over all) 55 points
#5.  Outdoor Improvement (Outdoor Venue) 30 points
#6.  Fellowship Hall, Lower Level (more versatile) 25 points

Each category got 5 points for each top priority vote, 4 points for each 2nd priority vote, etc.

The Renovation Team will begin meeting with the architect Thursday 8/13.  As per the con-
tract approved June 28th, we have 6 meetings with the architect to develop a Master Plan and 
a pair of initial renovation options.  The Renovation Team plans to update the congregation 
between meetings.  We hope to have drawings to discuss and vote on in October or November.  
Then we'll need a capital campaign so we have the resources to make this dream a reality.

The top 3 priorities are very similar to the top 3 priorities developed from the congregation-
wide survey taken in January 2020.  Perhaps this is God's way of saying this is what we need 
to build to live out God's mission for CVLC.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

Psalm 119:63-64  NRSV  - I am a companion of all who fear You, of those who keep Your precepts.  The 

earth, O Lord, is full of Your steadfast love; teach me Your statutes!

When you meet someone for the first time, how do you try to find something in common with your new 

acquaintance?  We might share information about our families and about the work we do.  People may 

be drawn into friendly conversations about their hometowns or the success (or lack thereof) of favor-

ite sports teams.  Sometimes common challenges unite us — the joys and frustrations of work or the 

shared experience of a long illness.

When we meet brothers or sisters in Christ, what do we have in common with them?  We share a com-

mon faith in the crucified and risen Savior.  We are fellow citizens of the kingdom of God and together 

we seek, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus’ teachings.  We understand some things that the 

world around us does not grasp, such as sin, repentance, and forgiveness.  We share with our brothers 

and sisters the comfort and hope of Jesus’ return on the Last Day and a future home in His presence 

forever.  We share interests and exchange words of encouragement in the faith but it was never really 

our own interests that brought us together.  It was Christ Jesus, who by His death and resurrection, 

delivered us from sin, death, and the devil and brought us by faith into His kingdom.  Through faith in 

Jesus, we are called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

However troubling the world is at this time, we share with brothers and sisters on Christ the insight that it 

is a world filled with the steadfast love of God, who sent His Son to be this world’s Savior.  We pray that 

the Lord would fill us with His love and instill in us the desire to continue to share that love with others.  

When we come together to worship, to study God’s Word in Bible Study, and to have group prayer, we 

meet our fellow Christians in ways we did not expect.  This fellowship, created by the Holy Spirit, stretch-

es back through history and extends around the world.  One day we will join them all, that “great multi-

tude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,” gathered 

before the Lamb who was sacrificed to save us.  Together we will cry out, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  (Revelation 7:9b,10b).

Although we currently cannot gather in our church building, we are still “The Church” meaning we are 

brothers and sisters in Christ who have a special bond with each other.  Whether we are together or 

by ourselves, we need to continue prayers for each other, take time to call each other to check-in, join 

online gatherings offered by the church, and continue our support of the identified missions within and 

outside our church community.

May the Lord continue to bless you with His abundance of grace, love and resources so you can share 

with others.

~The Stewardship Team
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Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

April 21, 2020 (Easter was April 12th)
Treasurer’s Rpt.: Though Jay S. “retired” as treasurer on March 4, he agreed to continue in his position until the end of April 
in order to give council time to find a replacement. He reported that donations were down, following the cessation of services 
at the church, but that spending was also down, yielding a positive cash flow. In response to questions, he explained that 
cost of gas outpaces the budget during winter months because the estimated cost is divided evenly among the 12 months in 
the budget. New electric rates have resulted in the costs outpacing the budget this year. There was a drop off in non-pledged 
income over Lent and Easter because of the building closure but reduced spending balanced that. For the time being we are 
O.K. but we are not moving toward a fully funded budget. The treasurer’s report was accepted.
Pastor’s Rpt.: The job and routine are totally different due to COVID-19. There are lots of phone calls and ZOOM is being 
used for Sunday services, lots of meetings, Bible study, and game night. At the same time, the pandemic provides new op-
portunities including the opportunity to work with Pastor Lori Carter. Pastor explained Pastor Carter’s need to intern with a 
church, specifically to present sermons on a monthly basis, and that our situation with ZOOM services would make that possi-
ble without Carter having to move from Winston-Salem where she is currently working with Augsburg Lutheran Church. The 
following motion was made: Moved that we accept the opportunity to work with Pastor Lori Carter who will preach once each 
month throughout her internship. The motion was passed unanimously. Pastor’s report was accepted, after which he shared a 
video “Leading in difficult times.” He asked that the liaisons to ministry teams share the video with their team leaders.
Old business: Dave Thomas showed a spreadsheet from Breeze, explaining how he could disassociate identifiers from the data 
in our giving reports for use by Rev. Mike Ward in preparing his recommendations for raising capital for the renovation proj-
ect. Council asked that he provide the information to Ward in the format that he demonstrated. Elizabeth Webster shared infor-
mation about a talent show that Bev Ward is arranging. John Moen reported the status of arrangements with the Boy Scouts.
New business: The resource committee met to discuss how to replace Jay as treasurer. They recognized that the job was bur-
densome for one person and that, while CVLC had not experienced problems, most churches split the function in order to pro-
vide better accountability. They decided to split the position into three: treasurer, financial secretary, and bookkeeper. Cristen 
reported that many church websites are using phrases like “Closed indefinitely.” She asked that council create a statement that 
sounded less dire. The result, which will be posted on the doors of the building and on the website is: “We will gather in body 
when it is safe.” Pastor announced that Rev. Mike Ward will be contacting each council member by phone some time over the 
next two weeks.
May 12, 2020
Dave Thomas presented the treasurer’s report, saying that giving is right where it needs to be. In answer to a question, he 
reported that checks are still being cut to Caremore for janitorial services in light of their excellent work previous to the pan-
demic and hopes that they will be able to return soon. The treasurer’s report was accepted.
Pastor Ben’s report was uploaded to Slack, and he highlighted the fact that our new intern, Pastor Lori, will be presenting the 
sermon for the first time this coming Sunday, May 17, and from then on she will preach on the third Sunday of each month for 
the duration of her time with us. He also announced that Rev. Mike Ward would be reporting to the council and the renovation 
team through a Zoom meeting on May 26 at 6 p.m. Pastor’s report was accepted.
Most of the ministry teams had no news to report. The Resource Team recommended that our Sunday morning Zoom services 
be uploaded to VIMEO. That service will cost $7 per month. The Resource team reported their guidelines for the Give Com-
fort fund. Information about its use is to be considered public so everyone can know how the money is spent, and a decision to 
use the fund when monies are available may be made by Pastor or by the council president.
The Property team will be refinishing the outdoor steps leading up to the sanctuary this week.
The Renovation team, in a Zoom meeting on April 30, discussed the three architects they had interviewed. The group was 
leaning toward the third candidate. Since that meeting, they have confirmed with him that he himself would be leading the 
team that would handle our renovations and he provided a further reference from a church in Raleigh where he is currently 
working. That church provided a “glowing” endorsement. The team will meet again soon to make a final decision.
Old business: Both of the Boy Scout trailers are now parked behind the church. A young man was living in the Living Nativity 
Shed. Pastor Ben and Jim Goodwin convinced him that that was not acceptable.
New business: A task force will be created to determine when and how the church building will be reopened as the pandemic 
winds down. It was decided that the following people will serve (or be asked to serve) on that task force: Pastor Ben, Cris-
ten Chappell as President of the Council, Larry Santeramo as leader of the Worship Ministry, Jim Goodwin as leader of the 
Property Ministry, and at least one member of the congregation who practices medicine. Pastor Ben had been provided with 
a group of 24 questions to consider before opening, but he says the list is already outdated. The Synod suggests that buildings 
should not be opened before the end of May. The council, when polled, agreed that we should not hurry into opening. Safety is 
the primary factor.
With the resignation of Jay Stolzenthaler as treasurer, the various roles of the treasurer are being broken into three positions. 
The council approved the following persons: Matthew Hall will be treasurer, Polly Quinn will be Financial Secretary, and 
Denise Santeramo will temporarily serve as bookkeeper. Clear job descriptions will be created based on documents previously 
provided by Jay Stolzenthaler. Matthew will arrange with Jay to make the transition with the bank. 
Since Matthew resigned as secretary in order to move into the role as treasurer, Linda Puente was elected secretary.

JUNE MINUTES WILL BE ACCEPTED AT AUGUST COUNCIL MEETINT ON 8/11
The secretary is still working on the minutes of the congregational meeting on June 28th.

There was no regular July Council Meeting, but in July, council decided to have a “straw poll” to see how many members 
wanted to re-do the congregational meeting.  After calling to find out where people were, no new meeting was called.  
The contracts with the campaign consultant and architet were signed in mid-July, as decided at the June 28th meeting.
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WHERE IS YOUR HOME?
Language can be confusing.  The same word can be used to mean many different things.  For ex-
ample “fan” can be 1) a person who loves a certain sport or 2) something that moves air.  Here is 
another word which can have different meanings: HOME.  We may first think of our current resi-
dence as “our home” or we might think of “our vacation home” or “our childhood home.”  The 
word can also describes a website “home page” or the “home button” on your phone.  In sports 
we use the term “home team.”  The word, used in another context, can be found in an obituary in 
the newspaper or on a funeral home website that reads “He died and went ‘home’ to his Creator.”

What does the word “HOME” mean to you?  To me it can have both a physical existence and a 
spiritual existence.  Physically, my house or apartment is “my home.”  When I walk in the door, 
I often unconsciously say “I am home!”  My friends might call and say “Can I meet you at your 
home and then we can go for a walk?”  Home in a spiritual sense is a place I can access anytime, 
anywhere.  It’s like my personal internal “home page.”  I can go “home” to my amazing time 
with the Lord that is better than Google!  My time with the Lord DOES have all the answers, it 
knows only love and kindness, doesn’t get bogged in comparisons, and is “loving what is” when 
dealing with my daily reality of obstacles and opportunities.  The problem is the world and its 
distractions get in the way and I don’t feel “at home” with myself or others.  What I mean is that 
I let anxieties, frustrations, unhappiness, jealousy or anger get in my way.  I get temporarily lost.  
When I find myself in one of these places, I know it is time to “go home”.

How do I “return home?”  Step One: I practice being aware of these worldly feelings because I 
know I am NOT HOME.  Step Two: I center myself by taking some deep breaths, move myself 
to a state of gratitude and thankfulness, and, if possible, get myself outside for a walk or just 
sitting outside and taking in the wonders of nature.  I remind myself to stop feeling I must be in 
control of every aspect of my life.  With these steps I am soon back “HOME.”

Having a difficult time in your life right now?  Think you need a vacation from daily life?  What 
you may need is to GO HOME and be with your Lord and talk to with Him as your best friend, 
because He is.  Unload your problems on Him because He has broad shoulders, will listen, and 
let you know all is well.

~ contributed by Barbara Sappenfield who liked the message of Patricia Sulak, M.D., in her blog of July 
19, 2020.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL ON TUESDAYS 5 p.m.
KIDS’ CHURCH each Tuesday 5-5:40 p.m.  Children 
of all ages welcome.  We follow the liturgy and offer a 
story, craft and music and dancing.  Click on link #4 on 
our website:  

christus-victor.org.  Join the fun.

~Carla Stolzenthaler



WELCA MEDITATION

FIND WAYS TO BE THANKFUL

In the late 1800s, Lutheran women began placing small col-
lection boxes in special locations in their homes as a visible 
reminder of blessings received.  The women would add coins to 
these boxes as they noticed blessings occurring around them.  
These boxes became the origin of the annual Women of the 
ELCA Thankoffering which many of our women still participate 
in today.  If you happen to use a “loose change” jar in your own 
home, you are well aware that small sums add up quickly, espe-
cially if you watch for the many blessings you receive on a given 
day.  Think about establishing a Blessing Box or a Blessing 
Loose Change Jar in your own home.  When we gather again in 
the church building, bring the money as your Thankoffering for 
the Lord’s special protection during these many months.

The Lord be with each of you, your immediate family, your ex-
tended family, and the world.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA
FINDING OUR COMMUNITY

There is something special about being in a faith community, even if it is by ZOOM.  Seeing 
one another helps our understanding of who we are as children of God.  The Bible illustrates 
how important being in community was for the people of God.  It was not just Adam in the 
Garden of Eden forever, but it was Adam and Eve.  It was Moses who led the community of Is-
raelites to the Promised Land.  It was the community of disciples who went out into the world 
baptizing people in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

When we find places where we feel like we belong, our view of ourselves and the world is 
forever changed.  We find new talents and skills that we never knew we had.  We are connected 
with friends and supporters who are with us through good times and bad times.  In community 
we find new passions about how we can serve.  Let each of us not forget we are children of 
God and also brothers and sisters with Christ

~ Women of the ELCA online devotion for July 28, 2020
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The Mission Re-Gather Team is preparing for 
worship in the building. We don’t know when 
that will be, just trying to get ready. Here are 
some pictures of what it might look like.

Here’s a good short story that 
can help you change your ex-
pectations when the church 
does re-open. Don’t expect it to 
be like this at Christus Victor. 
Don’t expect it to be the same 
in February either.

You may have to copy & paste the above 
link to view it.  You can also google 

“millenial pastor covid.” It’s worth it.

https://millennialpastor.
ca/2020/05/26/so-your-church-
is-opening-up-after-covid-
19-closures-it-wont-be-what-
you-are-hoping-for/
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September Birthdays
1 Camden Justice
2 Victoria Green
4 Alan Webster
5 Ben Ward
6 Renee Carroll
7 Scott Arnold
7 Jacob Chappell
8 Michael Green
9 Joleen Propst
9  Joe St. Lawrence
9 Ann Redick
10 Doris Kelly
11 Alta Lindsay
11 Radikha Gangadeen
12 Claudia Matamoros
17 Debbie Hockman
18 Christy Wilson
19 Matthew St. Lawrence
22  Beverly Ward
29 Lydia Scott

September Anniversaries
4 Larry & Denise Santeramo
11 Parag & Heidi Chikmath
29 Bryan & Cristen Chappell
29 Jennifer Thomasen & Nahum Matamoros
29  Jim & Carol Schraffenberger

                 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

August Birthdays

4 Evelyn Martin
5 Al Bradshaw
6 Maria McDonald
6 Henry Krebs
14 David Seibert
16 Susan Feltey
17 Pastor Huffman
19 Eileen Morgan
22  Nahum Matamoros
23 Joyce Visconti
27 John Moen
28  Julia Chappell
31 Judy Meade

August Anniversaries

11 Neil Frank, Marlene Schmidt
12 Ken & Kathy Hopson

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office.
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Mr. Basil Hayes

Many of you have seen Mr. Basil Hayes walking along Highway 54 picking up trash. He's 
doing what he can to make the world a better place. Many of you also know Tom & Linda 
Layton who volunteered with us when we used the gym at the Beacon Learning Academy 
on Sedwick Rd for the children of the dislocated families from McDougald Terrace. Linda 
Layton has become close friends with and a strong advocate for Mr. Hayes. The Laytons and 
2 other families buy him groceries every week over the summer. People don't see Mr. Hayes 
picking up trash along 54 as often when it is really hot outside. When people don't see him, 
they don't help him. If you are willing to help Mr. Hayes with groceries one week, please call 
Linda Layton. Below is more information:

Mr. Hayes Grocery List
(all available at Food Lion at 55 and 54)
Schedule with Linda Layton when to pick up / drop off groceries
(919) 475 - 2077 (text or call)

- 3 Frozen Jimmy Dean Breakfast Bowls
- 4 Frozen entrees with either chicken or turkey included. Usually you can find a brand that is 
on sale.
- fresh fruit: (pick 3 or 4 from the following list. applesauce, or fruit cups could also be in-
cluded.
bananas, grapes, watermelon (If you are taking him some, please cut it up), precut melons in a
container, tangerines/clementines, blueberries,
- something sweet—oatmeal cookies, sweet bread, muffins, MOONPIES, or fig newtons. He 
has a sweet
tooth and enjoys everything.
- 3 or 4 "blended juices" (like OJ and Pineapple Juice blended together) Minute Maid sells 
these in
cardboard containers next to the OJ section. He drinks more in the summer.
**he cannot eat:
raw apples or raw peaches
** You could get him a box of cereal. In the winter, he also eats some of the pre pkg. oatmeal 
for the microwave.
 He is afraid he'll leave the stove on and cause a fire, so he only uses a microwave
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Need a laugh?
An Episcopal Priest, who has amazing vocal cords and has a very good cinematographer too, 
created a parody of "You'll be back" from the hit play Hamilton. In Hamilton, King George 
sings to rebels in America, "You'll be back." The Priest sings to his flock during the pandemic, 
"You'll be back." We look forward to being back too, together in church in the future. But 
until then, enjoy this video:

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/07/27/priests-viral-hamilton-video-reminds-
parishioners-youll-be-back/

Youth Corner - The Passage for High School Graduates
One of the best programs in the entire ELCA is the Young Adult in Global Mission (YAGM) 
program. David Krebs was a YAGM who served in Mexico. You might remember Madison 
Burke who gave a presentation at CVLC after her YAGM year in Mexico 3 years ago. In this 
video, Sarah Henning from Georgia, talks to High School Seniors about her YAGM year in 
Mexico, shortened by COVID-19. She talks about the hope she saw in the migrant community 
she worked with, even as they are going through such difficult times. It's an encouraging mes-
sage of the power of hope as you graduate high school in these uncertain times.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n56eg78eLpQ



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707                
 Vice President                  Barbara Sappenfield      918-381-2722     
 Treasurer                  Matthew Hall    919-624-8896             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Joan Wilson    919-942-7208
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         Cong. Life Ministry Team          
    Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   David Ernsthausen    919-614-3724
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-544-5429

 Congregational Council
Cristen Chappell (President) ...........  919-419-0707 
Barbara Sappenfield (V President)    918-381-2722
Matthew Hall (Treasurer).............      919-624-8896 
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855
Beth Miller...................................         919-544-7061
Dave Thomas...............................        216-210-4555
Elizabeth Webster.......................         919-619-4544
Julia Chappell.............................          919-632-3561
John Moen...................................         919-544-5429
Bookkeeper:
Denise Santeramo........................        919-218-7477       

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
BabyWearing Group    Sarah Rodríguez
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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