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2023 will probably be better, but …
Probability is not the same as actuality.

For you college football fans out there, Kirby Smart, coach of the Georgia Bulldogs, 
reportedly told his team “probability is not the same as actuality.”  Everyone said Geor-
gia would probably win the national championship game Monday night (January 9th).  
Vegas predicted them to win.  Analysts expected Georgia to win.  It could go to the play-
ers heads … and they don’t try that hard, because they expect to win whether they try or 
not.  So, coach Kirby Smart told his team “probability is not the same as actuality.”  That 
means, you actually have to go out there and beat Texas Christian University (TCU).

2023 will probably be better than 2022 … or 2021 … or 2020 … at CVLC.  Before 2020, 
CVLC had many more people joining than leaving.  Worship attendance was regularly 
growing.  But ever since the pandemic started, CVLC growth has plateaued.  South Dur-
ham has continued to grow and grow and grow.  But CVLC membership has not.  (That 
is not to say CVLC has not grown in our sense of mission for welcoming the stranger in 
refugee resettlement or in our vision for a new church sign, playground, and renovation, 
or in Bible Study & growth in prayer.)

2023 will probably be better for CVLC.  The pandemic is not gone, but it is much more 
manageable.  Hybrid Worship is here to stay – instead of being “new” it should become 
something we get comfortable with, even good at.  As the Triangle grows, CVLC will 
probably grow in 2023 too.  But probability is not the same as actuality.  We still need to 
be the church.

Just like Georgia still needed to go and play championship quality football to win the 
championship (I’m writing this during the game by the way, so I don’t know if Georgia 
will actually win), CVLC still needs to actually be the Church.  We need to actually invite 
our friends and (many) new neighbors.  We need to actually love our neighbors.  We need 
to actually live out God’s mission to fearlessly trust God, accept all others, ourselves, and 
our calling to give comfort.

Like those new year’s resolutions that we make … just because you say you are going to 
go to the gym to get in shape this year, you still actually need to do it.  Just like you might 
have said you are going to grow spiritually this year and attend Bible Study and pray 
more … you still actually have to do it.

God has given the Church grace upon grace upon grace.  For decades the Church was at 
the center of American culture.  I heard an NPR segment recently that ended, “Instead of 
asking how the Church can change the society’s culture.  The Church is now asking how 
it can change church culture.”  God has given the Church everything it needs – and more 
– to be able to change.  But the Church still needs to change.  CVLC is in South Durham, 
which has been growing faster and faster.  2023 will probably be better.  But CVLC still 
needs to actually be the Church if 2023 is going to be better.

And I’m excited to see how much better 2023 is going to be!

~Pastor Ben

P.S. Georgia blew out TCU 65-7. Let’s see CVLC blow out God’s mission in 2023!



Friends and Colleagues, a quick reminder that the 2023 MLK INTER-
FAITH PRAYER SERVICE will be held this coming Sunday, January 15 
(Dr. King’s actual birthday) at 3:30 pm at Christ the King Lutheran Church. 
As in previous years, faith leaders from the Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 
Buddhist tradition will come together to honor the memory and legacy of Dr. 
King. This year’s theme is “Do Justice - Love Kindness.” Guest preacher is 
the Rev. Dr. Rose Cornelious who is now serving as president of the Mor-
risville Chamber of Commerce. Musical guests include the Pleasant Grove 
Praise Team and our own Dr. Abraham Caceres who will lead his original 
song entitled “Do Justice, Love Kindness” and the song “Martin Luther 
King” by noted Lutheran composer Ray McKeever. We will hear from Lead 
Organizer Devin Ross of ONE Wake about action steps we can take to work 
toward a more just world, and a collection will be taken to benefit ONE 
Wake.

~Pastor Wolfgang Herz-Lane, Senior Pastor, Christ the King.
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MLK Interfaith 
Celebration                    
“Do Justice—Love Kindness”  

 

 
Sunday, January 15, 2023, 3:30 pm 
With guest preacher, Rev. Dr. Rose Cornelious                      
and musician Dr. Abraham Cáceres 
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church                                           
600 Walnut Street, Cary                                                                                   
and online at youtube.com/@ctkcary 
 

ctkcary.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Rise Against Hunger - be part of putting together 10,000 meals and 
packing them all in a couple hours!  And get to know folks from Parkwood 
and All Saints UMC while you do it!  Join these 3 congregations for a Rise 
Against Hunger event at the gym at Lowe's Grove Middle School.  (Others 
invited too!  Bring your friends!)  CVLC participated in Rise events at Grace 
Presbyterian Church a few years ago (see pictures below).  We need to raise 
at least $1,500 for our participation in this ministry - donation details are to 
come.  Parkwood, All Saints, and CVLC started "Cooperative Community on 
Mission" in 2022.  The first CCoM event was "Harvest Feast and Fellowship" 
- a dinner church event in November 2022 with about 20 people from each 
congregation present.  The goal of CCoM is to build relationships that will 
result in Kingdom-building work.  The Rise Against Hunger event will be 
a Saturday in late March and will tentatively last from 9:30 AM until 12:00 
noon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The Women of the Church continue to meet once a month for Bible study and 
fellowship. All women of the CVLC are invited! The next date is Wednesday, 

January, 11th. Go to the CVLC website and scroll down to the 
photo of Women of the Church and click on it to connect. 

The flower sign-up is ready to go through June 2023. You 
can sign up to bring flowers to decorate the sanctuary on 
Sundays for special occasions, birthdays or memorials.

2023 Offering Envelopes Delayed
Offering envelopes for 2023 will not be available until Feb-
ruary.  Our supplier is behind schedule.  I apologize for the 
delay.  Our envelopes are highly customized and there are 
not many suppliers for this type of product.
You may use leftover envelopes from 2022 but it will help if 

you mark over and update the pre-printed date.
Please let me know if you no longer need envelopes or if you did not get them in 
2022 but you want a set for 2023.
Thank you for your patience, Jay Stolzenthaler
cvlc.financial.secretary@gmail.com or jaystolzen@gmail.com
919-694-5533

Congregational Vitality Survey:  Help council set priorities and goals 
for 2023.  10 minutes. Deadline January 
15. Survey is in the weekly blast and on the 
“members” page of the website and can also 
be accessed with the QR code below to the 
left. 
This QR code take you directly to the regular 
survey.  You can also get it at 

 christus-victor.org/members. Staff & council 
members - go to christus-victor.org/members 
to take the leadership survey.

New home!
A little reason to celebrate.  Our refugee family has found a new home in 
North Durham, closer to other relatives and acquaintances.  Move-in date was 
January 10.  Ken & Neil helped them move! A big relief for all!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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NAME OF GOD

There was a moment when Moses had the nerve to ask God what his name is.  
God was gracious enough to answer, and the name He gave is recorded in the 
original Hebrew as YHWH.  Over time we’ve arbitrarily added an “a” and an 
“e” in there to get YaHWeH — presumably because we have a preference for 
vowels.  But scholars and rabbis have noted that the letters YHWH represent 
breathing sounds, or aspirated consonants.   When pronounced without inter-
vening vowels, it actually sounds like breathing. YH (inhale): WH (exhale). 

So a baby’s first cry, his first breath, speaks the name of God.  A deepsigh 
calls His name as well as a groan or gasp that is too heavy for mere words.  
Even an atheist would speak His name unaware that their every breathe is 
giving constant acknowledgment to God.  Likewise, a person leaves this earth 
with their last breath, when God’s name is no longer filling their lungs. 

So when I can’t utter anything else, is my cry calling out His name?  Being 
alive means I speak His name constantly.  Is it heard the loudest when I’m the 
quietest?  In sadness, we breathe heavy sighs.  In joy, our lungs feel almost 
like they will burst.  In fear we hold our breath and have to be told to breathe 
slowly to help us calm down. When we’re about to do something hard, we 
take a deep breath to find our courage.  When I think about it, breathing is 
giving Him praise.  Even in the hardest moments!  This is so beautiful and 
fills me with emotion every time I grasp the thought.  God chose to give him-
self a name that we can’t help but speak every moment we’re alive.  All of 
us, always, everywhere, are acknowledging His presence.  It does not matter 
whether we are waking, sleeping, or breathing, we are doing it with the name 
of God on our lips.  Hallelujah!

~ Daily Blog of Janna Firestone, March 23, 2022.
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IS THERE A RIGHT OR WRONG WAY FOR 
CHURCHES TO ASSEMBLE 

IN A POST-PANDEMIC FUTURE?

We all have read articles or heard discussed or participated in dis-
cussions about the re-gathering of members in their church build-
ing.  As always there are a large numbers of solutions or ideas being 
offered.  The consensus is that there is no right or wrong answer to 
that question.  Each individual needs to make their personal decision 
on what makes them comfortable for worship and their time with 
God.

During the pandemic nearly all congregations closed their doors at 
some point and made “going digital” one of the ways to connect 
with their members.  The digital future was thrust upon congrega-
tions whether they wanted to participate in it or not.  Even now near-
ly every church is continuing some kind of worship presence online.  
This whole new way of “being church” is here to stay because the 
virus and its mutations are here to stay and some of our personal 
lives and/or our health have changed.

When the printing press was mass producing the Bible and the re-
formers’ controversial writings for the first time, the Church was 
turned upside down.  It took a long time for churches to become 
comfortable with people reading the Bible at home.  People did not 
know what to do when church members had so many different - and 
controversial - ideas.  Soon, the Peasant’s War of 1524-1525 started 
and 100,000 poorly armed peasants and farmers were killed in battle 
against the armies of the aristocrats who did not want any of these 
new changes.  It took time and a lot of pain for the church to get 
comfortable with the printing press.  There were historical leaders 
that had massive followings who led society forward through years 
of struggle.  Thanks be to God that they persevered!  Wasn’t it easier 
when everyone thought and worshipped the same way?

Today, the pandemic thrust upon the church another challenge. We 
each think differently about worshipping from home or in person.  
Some people will still treat this as a life-or-death question.  Wasn’t it 
easier when everyone thought and worshipped the same way?
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We have people in our midst using their God-given abilities to lead 
us through this trial as well.  The AV Team consistently shows up 
every week, not always knowing what to expect if the technology 
will work or not.   But, they keep showing up.  The musicians have 
learned to sing from home or with masks on.  Others have labored 
over wiring and re-wiring the sound equipment so people at home 
and in the sanctuary can hear the praises to God.  This stewardship 
of time and talents is amazing!   Especially when those who don’t 
know how to do it, use their God-provided intellect and grit to figure 
it out.  They have tapped into their deep, faithful sense of steward-
ship.

What many churches have found is that individuals from different 
backgrounds, interests, and passions are turning in to hear God’s 
message.  Thank you for not just watching from the sidelines but us-
ing your time, talents, and treasure to do this Gospel work to God’s 
glory.  Our 2023 Stewardship Appeal’s success will allow us to con-
tinue these improvements.  Thank you for your continual support of 
CVLC.

~ The Stewardship Team
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

On December 14th, only three of the ladies were available to meet for lunch 
at Daniel’s Restaurant in Apex.  We had a fun time reminiscing past activi-
ties, catching up on the activities of our families, and our plans for Christ-
mas celebrations.

Our next opportunity for Bible Study and fellowship will be Wednesday, 
January 11th, at 10 AM online.  You are invited to join us by clicking on the 
Women of the Church link on the church’s website.  Carla Stolzenthaler will 
lead a discussion on Revelation, chapter 12 and how it relates to the birth of 
Christ.  Join us with your favorite version of the Bible, your preferred drink, 
and be ready to learn more about this chapter in the Bible.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on the 11th.

THE POWER IS IN THE RELATIONSHIP
Relationships and friendships are so important to us that it would be hard 
to imagine living without our loved ones and friends to talk to and be with.  
We somehow become more of a person through our relationship with others.  
So it is also with our relationship with God.  God became one of us in Jesus 
- whose human life included all the daily realities of: self-care, work, tired-
ness, loneliness, celebration, and choices that we know - so that we might 
more clearly see God’s longings for an intimate relationship with each one 
of us, whom He created in His image.  Relationship with God, like any hu-
man relationship, is a participatory experience in which both beings commu-
nicate and listen.  God offers unconditional acceptance of us and the promise 
to never leave the relationship.  Jesus’ farewell promise to his disciples is “I 
am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20b).

~ Daily Grace message by Ginger Anderson-Larson, November 20, 2021.
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January Birthdays

1 Sarah Rodriguez
10 Bryan Chappell
11 Ralph Carney
15 Mario Scott
16 Michelle Merritt
17 JoAnn Scott
17 Joshua Miller
18 Barbara Sappenfield
18 Alex Moen
26 Matthew Hall
29 Shannon Trantas
29 Kinsey Green

January Anniversaries 

2 Dave & Karen Geisler

February Birthdays

3 David Ernsthausen
8 Marlene Schmidt
19 Emily Puente
23 Holly Zemke
24 Gerry Butler
27 Jack Weidman
28 Eli Seibert

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know.

GENERAL FUND UPDATE 
(As of November 30, 2022)

The current balance of the Renovation Fund is $276,306
Renovation Fund income for the year is $134,618
Renovation Fund expenses for the year are $108,152
Operating fund balance $32,358
Designated funds balance $79,875

Total available funds $404,253



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Larry Santeramo   919-418-7477                
 Vice President                  Neil Frank    513-476-0079
 Treasurer                  Corky Camin    919-341-8048            
 Secretary   Faye Fredrick   734-306-5972
  Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707
 Outreach Ministry Team    Renee Carroll (Liason)      919-384-5494          
 Cong. Life Ministry Team Judy Camin                              919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick    734-306-5972
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Larry Santeramo (President) .............919-418-7477 
Neil Frank (V President)...............      513-476-0079
Corky Camin (Treasurer)........            919-341-8048 
Faye Fredrick (Secretary).................. 734-306-5972

Renee Carroll (Liaison Outreach Ministry)  
 919-384-5494
Corky Camin (Liaison Resource Ministry)      
 919-341-8048
Ken Hopson (Liaison Congregational Life)
      919-971-2884
Evelyn Martin (Liaison Christian Education)        
 919-645-7188
Barb Trapp-Moen (Liaison Worship Ministry) 
 919-949-9970
Nancy Griffin (Liaison Property Ministry)                
 919-619-1165
Bookkeeper:
Corky Camin  ........................        919-341-8048   
Jay Stolzenthaler  (Financial Secretary)
919-694-5533

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
Missio Church                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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