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THINGS ARE MOVING … FINALLY!
If I had a nickel for every time someone asked me when things 
would get moving at CVLC … well, I would have a lot of nickels.

After a long wait, things are moving …
• New Sign up on Hwy 54!  
 (And the learning curve is steep on how to program it!)
• Playground Equipment ordered (expected arrival in April)
• New Members joined on Reformation Sunday
• Stewardship Drive commencement was Reformation Sunday
• Trunk or Treat was a blast that weekend too
•  Screen experiment in the sanctuary started on 10/30/22 too. 

Now, we just need some movement on the Renovation!

There’s another project you might not have seen yet … the CVLC 
Welcome Video!  I started writing the script over the summer.  We 
started filming in August.  On God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, Sept 
11th, we filmed the entire congregation in the Sanctuary.  After get-
ting a few more clips, then John Moen started the long editing pro-
cess behind the scenes. (That’s where the magic happens).  Then 
Simon Zaleski added a soundtrack to match the video presentation.  
Sarah Rodriguez and I had a free “communications consultation” 
with the Communications Director of the Synod, Catherine Fink 
who watched a draft of the video and … then … gave us a standing 
ovation!  She also made a couple suggestions that we implemented.  
And then Catherine’s assistant, Angel Owens, pulled up one of the 
clips of Camden Justice and said, “Who is this young woman?  She 
should be a social media celebrity!”  There were a few more people 
Angel lifted up too.  Clearly, CVLC is full of stars!

After reviewing all of our publications like the Blast, this Venture, 
our website & Facebook page, Catherine and Angel agreed that this 
video captures who CVLC is more than everything else combined.  
They said “we know more about who CVLC is now than from ev-
erything else we reviewed.”  The video captures people’s voices, 
energy, even personality.  Short of coming to church on a Sunday 
morning, this is the best way for a visitor to experience CVLC.

If a picture says a thousand words, this video says a million. https://
christus-victor.org/welcome Check it out!

At the congregational meeting on Sunday, December 4th after wor-
ship, we will discuss and vote on the 2023 Mission Spending Plan 
and elect new council members.  Council will also give you an up-
date on the various projects at CVLC – including the Renovation.



Speaking of the renovation: the reason you haven’t heard much 
recently is because we have yet to get the cost down to budget.  Not 
that it helps to say this, other than it helps explain the situation: if 
CVLC was sitting on a million dollars two years ago, this project 
would already be done.  That is the sole hold up.

But with all those “in the works” projects finally showing move-
ment, I trust the day will come when the renovation will have move-
ment too.  The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  
God was active then.  I think we are about to cross the Jordan River 
ourselves.  God is active at CVLC now.

~Pastor Ben Krey

The New Sign is Getting Noticed!

Text Message from Linda 
Layton on Nov 1st. Linda Layton is 
a friend of CVLC who worked with 
us as we helped the residents of 
McDougald Terrace who were liv-
ing in the hotels on Hwy 55.  This 
Text Message came out of the blue.
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At Trunk or Treat, Pastor Ben only had a chance to talk to 2 families about 
how they heard about the Trunk or Treat event.  One family saw the ad 
on Facebook.  The other family was driving home after going to a differ-
ent Trunk or Treat event, saw the sign, and pulled right over to go to this 
Trunk or Treat too.  The sign works!  People see it!



WE HAVE BEEN BUSY THIS FALL! 

Below are pictures from the Parkwood Park Bench painting day, the 
Goodness Grows Garden Work Day and the second Prayers and Praise 
morning event of 2022.)
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News from the 
POLLINATOR 

HABITAT

(A ministry of Goodness 
Grows Garden at CVLC)

This is a fritillary butterfly 
also known as passion or 
gulf fritillary.  Passion flower 
vines are the sole host plant 
for gulf fritillaries.  We have 
this growing up the side of 
the church by the habitat 
area.  You may have noticed it’s blooms during 
the Spring/Summer. 

We were lucky to find 
this fritillary having 
newly  emerged from 
the chrysalis.  It was 
just beginning to open 
its matted wings.
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PHOTOS FROM TRUNK OR TREAT 2022.
THANKS TO ALL WHO ORGANIZED AND VOLUNTEERED.

We estimate 150-200 neighbors attended. Thank you, Elizabeth Webster for leading 
all the volunteers! We also had a DJ and food on the grill- which made the event 
even more festive!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Prayers and Praise in the church parking lot Saturdays Nov. 5 & Nov. 19 at 10 AM. 
Please send your prayer requests to Cristen Chappell by Thursdays November 3 & 
November 17 at noon. (cristenc@nc.rr.com)

• All Saints Sunday, Sunday, Nov. 6th, 10 AM. You can email the church office with 
the names of those who died or were baptized in the last year.

• Sign up NOW for 
your part in The Liv-
ing Nativity. Meet-
ing to organize this 
event will be on No-
vember 8th. There is 
a link on the church 
website to sign up. 
Just click on the 
picture of the Liv-
ing Nativity. https://
docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/1ku34vMs94MOaVuOLdxIECEVkDM5ShLWi/edit#gid=2090717061

• The Women of the Church continue to meet once a month for Bible study and fel-
lowship. All women of the CVLC are invited! The next date is Wednesday, November 
9th. Go to the CVLC website and scroll down to the photo of Women of the Church 
and click on it to connect. 

• Sign-up for the 100 Thanksgiv-
ing Basket giveaway to families 
from Lowe’s Grove Middle School 
is going on now. There is an online 
sign-up but you can call Sarah at 
the church office if you want her to 
add your name and what you would 
like to donate. 
919-544-7195.

• Congregational Meeting, Sun-
day, December 4th. 

• Our Afghan refugees need warm 
clothes, especially women size S, 
M,L. You can bring the donations to 
the church office.



HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR ONLINE 
TIME & TALENT FORM?  

Read and think 
about the words below…….

John 15:16 - NRSV: “You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you what-
ever you ask Him in my name.”

Jesus chose all of His followers during the years of His ministry and continues to 
work through the Holy Spirit to choose His followers now, including you and me.  
He has given each of us the gifts and the talents needed to do the service He wants 
us to do in His name.  Our rebellious human nature keeps saying “I cannot do that 
task,” or “I don’t have the needed talents,” or “You can find someone else for that 
job who knows what needs to be done.”  Jesus just looks you directly in the eye 
and says “YOU AND I will tackle the job together.  I will not leave your side and 
will supply whatever you need.”

Let us pray:  Gracious God, we give You thanks that You called us to Your service 
and that nothing can separate us from Your constant love.  Help each of us to care 
for our neighbors and for all creation using Jesus as our example.  Shower us with 
Your grace and lead us to be a sign of Your abundant love to this world in need.  
Amen.

You can access the Time & Talent form on the church website, or click here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcj1ls-cZVT_AykN9MNg28ddm-
COITi7gJvTnE8nVkqPmVWnA/viewform

~The Stewardship Team
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STEWARDSHIP 2023
Theme:

Fearlessly trusting God
Don’t be afraid to give.

Verse:
Luke 23:32

“Do not be afraid, little flock,
for it is your Father’s good pleasure

to give you the Kingdom.”

Celebration Sunday: November 6th
with Celebratory Spaghetti Dinner following the morning service.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Ephesians 3:20 says:  By the power at work within us, God is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.

         To date we have received 25 Commitments for a total of $125,924.00.  

And the very best part is that 21 increased their weekly commitment so Christus 
Victor can continue our current ministries and enhance the quality of worship for 
those in-person and online; create a spirit of community so current and new minis-
tries can blossom into fruitful programs which will enrich the lives of those receiving 
and those participating; and continue “giving comfort” to others who are in need of 
a helping hand or be supported in other ways.  

The above Bible passage tells us that God needs us to be the conduit for His work in 
this community and especially South Durham.  Those who have participated in one 
of our ministries has felt the personal joy, happiness, and satisfaction of the seeing 
results.

We give thanks for how you, our community, has committed to the stability and 
growth of Christus Victor in 2023.  TOGETHER we are moving forward.  Thanks 
be to God!

~ The Stewardship Team
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St. Elizabeth of Hungary

Above depicting St. Elizabeth is Victoria Hernandez at her 
school on Friday, October 29. 
She is wearing one of the costumes from Christus Victor’s Liv-
ing Nativity collection!

Elizabeth of Hungary was a symbol of Christian charity after 
her death at age 24. 
She was canonized on May 25, 1235 
by the Catholic Church.
St. Elizabeth built a hospital where 
she served the sick. 
She is associated with healing mira-
cles that involved red and white roses. 
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
On October 12, the ladies met online to discuss and reflect on Matthew 10:5-15 
where Jesus calls us to leave behind physical things so we might be freed to make 
space for new relationships, forgiveness, reconciliation, and more.  The many per-
sonal stories shared made for an interesting discussion.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, November 9, at 10 AM online.  Since No-
vember 10th is Martin Luther’s birthday (11-10-1483), we will discuss his life, his 
work, and his impact on the world.  We encourage you to bring your favorite story 
about Luther to share.

Come join us.  The link is on the church’s website under “Women of the Church.”  
Hope to see you then.

FOOTPRINTS
A recent devotional reading dealt with footprints, based on Acts 13:36...”For Da-
vid, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep...” 

The words, “carbon footprint” have become a big part of today’s conversation that 
addresses the emission of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere. With this foot-
print, the smaller it is, the better. There is, however, another footprint that should 
be of greater concern to us Christians than the carbon ones, and that is the “spiri-
tual footprint” we leave behind. In this case, the bigger it is, the better. 

So it was with David, and so it is with 
many we have known through the years 
who continue to touch us, even after 
their passing. Our lives are covered 
with the footprints of  parents, of Pastor 
John Heinemeier, Polly Quinn, Harry 
Propst, Jodie Neukirch Elliott, Jeannette 
Peeler,and the list seems unending. Then 
there are those we only know from read-
ing about them, so many who served 
their generation well and continue to 
serve our generation, and will serve gen-
erations to come. Big footprints! Eter-
nal footprints! My...how we have been 
blessed.

~ written by Barbara Sappenfield after reading 
Jordan Miller’s posting on Daily Grace. 
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November Birthdays

2 Cristen Chappell
3 John Redick
6 Brooklyn Justice
8 Victoria Hernandez
13 Meaghan Morgan
22 Beth Miller
26 Leigh Gilbert

November Anniversaries 

18 Al & Suse Bradshaw
61 years since 1961!

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know.

December Birthdays

4 Joan Wilson
5 Steve Fredrick
5 JD Godbolt
21 Anthony Trantas
27 Henry Miller
31 Diana Hicks

December Anniversaries

5 George & Ireme Delic
8 Jack & Debbie Weidman
19 Steve & Faye Fredrick
27 Tom & Lauren Baker
28 Revs. Ben & Marissa Krey



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Larry Santeramo   919-418-7477                
 Vice President                  Faye Fredrick       919-908-7766   
 Treasurer                  Corky Camin    919-341-8048            
 Secretary   Elizabeth Webster  919-619-4544 
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707

        Outreach Ministry Team    Ken Hopson   919-971-2884
         
 Cong. Life Ministry Team Judy Camin                             919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Larry Santeramo (President) .............919-418-7477 
Faye Fredrick (V President)............... 919-908-7766
Corky Camin (Treasurer)........            919-341-8048 
Elizabeth Webster (Secretary..............919-619-4544 

Neil Frank (Liaison Outreach Ministry)           
 513-476-0079
Corky Camin (Liaison Resource Ministry)      
 919-341-8048
Matthew Hall (Liaison Congregational Life)
      919-624-8896
Evelyn Martin (Liaison Christian Education)        
 919-645-7188
Lisa Lewis (Liaison Worship Ministry) 
 919-417-4309
Linda Puente (Liaison Property Ministry)                
 919-450-0386
Bookkeeper:
Corky Camin  ........................        919-341-8048   
Jay Stolzenthaler  (Financial Secretary)
919-694-5533

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
Missio Church                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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Save the Date for ONE Wake’s

Leadership Development for
Congregational & Community Renewal
Thursday, December 1 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Friday, December 2 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday, December 3 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

Participants are expected to attend the entire training
Location TBD (Raleigh)

Description
The Industrial Areas Foundation is nationally and internationally recognized for the use
of community organizing tools to recruit and develop talented leaders and knit
communities together for collective action.

Over the course of the training IAF organizers will teach what those tools are, how
to use them to bring about sustainable community change, and how these same tools
can be exercised by clergy and leaders in religious and secular institutions to build more
powerful, welcoming, and relational churches, temples, mosques, and non-profit organizations.

Who Should Attend
Clergy and top leaders from institutions participating with ONE Wake are invited to participate.
Guests are welcome. We suggest bringing a team of at least 3-5 leaders.

Cost
Free for members of ONE Wake dues paying institutions
$100 for members of non-dues paying institutions

Please make checks out to ONE Wake, 4907 Garrett Rd, Durham, NC

RSVP
onewake.org/events

www.onewake.org / info@onewake.org
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