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He loved. 

He gave. 

We believe 

We live!! 



TRANSFIGURATION
February started fine.  
In fact, I was very ex-
cited because I started 
playing basketball 
again.  And then, my 
second time out on 
the court, on Febru-
ary 10th, I blocked a 
shot in epic fashion 

on defense.  But instead of sticking the landing, the landing stuck me.  Two 
broken bones and lots of overly stretched tendons that need to heal, and then 
I developed cellulitis.  All on the right foot – the same foot you need to slam 
on the break when driving.  You also need this foot to play basketball.  And to 
walk.  My February was transfigured.

A little over two weeks later, I started turning the corner.  The pain level de-
creased, and I was able to fully participate in Sunday Worship and the Annual 
Meeting on Transfiguration Sunday.  I transfigured from unable to lead wor-
ship one Sunday to fully participating the next!  Thanks be to God!

The word “transfigure” did not exist 2000 years ago when the story of the 
Transfiguration was told in Matthew, Mark, or Luke.  The Greek Word used 
in Mark 9:2 is the same word used in Romans 12:2 (“Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be TRANSFORMED by the renewing of your mind.”)  When 
translating the Bible into English, Biblical Scholars chose the word “transfig-
ure” instead of “transform” because only Jesus’ outward appearance changed.  
His essence stayed the same.  He was God before, during, and after the Trans-
figuration.  He was not transformed, but only transfigured.  Biblical Schol-
ars today assume Mark would have used this word too if it existed then.  To 
remember the Transfiguration, many people at worship on Zoom transfigured 
their camera background to pictures of mountains covered in clouds.

Immediately after worship on Transfiguration Sunday, we held the 2021 An-
nual Meeting.  It included a fun Jeopardy skit with a total of 25 questions (see 
pgs. 9-10) from the annual report flung at Cristen Chappell (president in 2021 
from January - June), Elizabeth Webster (president in 2021 from July – 
December), and Larry Santeramo (2022 president).  
Continued on the next page
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After some Q&A, Larry Santeramo and Faye Fredrick hijacked the meeting’s 
agenda to give a surprise and very special “Appreciation Award” to Harry 
and Joleen Propst.  Member after member at CVLC poured love, support, and 
encouragement onto Harry and Joleen.  We told stories of how they greeted 
people, welcomed people as they sat next to people during worship, and their 
commitment to ministries at CVLC over the years including, but not lim-
ited to, property and quilting.  It’s clear … WE LOVE YOU HARRY AND 
JOLEEN!!!

Now comes Ash Wednesday at CVLC, where our transformation (not just 
transfiguration) continues.  We will enter the Lenten Journey together where 
our faith will be refreshed and renewed like the trees and flowers around us 
during springtime.

When the new sign goes up on highway 54, that will transfigure CVLC to 
LOOK like something new.  When the new building is built, that will trans-
figure CVLC to LOOK like something new too.  But when lives are trans-
formed by the love of Christ, then CVLC be living out God’s Mission.  We 
don’t just fearlessly trust God to transfigure our building.  We don’t accept 
all others and ourselves just to transfigure what membership looks like.  We 
don’t give comfort just to play church once in a while and be transfigured 
into looking like church.  When we live out God’s mission, we are being 
transformed into the people God is calling us to be.  Not just transfigured for 
an hour on Sunday mornings, but fully transformed, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

This Lent, let’s invest in being transformed so the 2022 annual meeting next 
February can be even better!  Pastor Ben

~Pastor Ben



Lent at CVLC 2021
Pick up a copy of the 2021 Lenten Devotional in the church office.
Don’t just pick it up – use it!  There are Bible readings and prayers 
written by disciples at CVLC for every day in Lent!  (40 regular days + 
6 Sundays/sabbaths = 46 prayers total)

Ash Wednesday
12 noon –  get your ashes in the church parking lot
7:00 PM –  Ash Wednesday service online

Wednesdays in Lent
7:15 PM – Renewal of Faith series

3/9 –  Law & Gospel
3/16 –  Theology of the Cross
3/23 –  Discipleship
3/30 –  Bible
4/6 –  Priesthood of All Believers

HOLY WEEK

4/10 –  Palm Sunday
4/11-13 –  stay tuned for “Seder in a Box”
4/14 –  Maundy Thursday service at 7:30 PM (sunset is at 7:49 PM)
4/15 –  Good Friday service at 7:30 PM (sunset is at 7:50 PM)
4/17 –  Easter Son-rise service at 6:35 AM (sunrise is at 6:40 AM)
 Easter breakfast in church parking lot TBD
 Easter Egg Hunt TBD
 Resurrection Sunday Worship at 10 AM
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Help us collect shoes for BUMP's Shoe Drive Fundraiser!

BUMP offers scholarships & reduced rates so youth who would not oth-
erwise be able to sing in a choir or learn an instrument can do so. They 
also teach the youth about the African culture. Chloe sings in a choir 
through BUMP & loves it.

Do you have gently warn, used or new shoes that you no longer want? 
BUMP is collecting them & will send them to developing nations like 
Ghana, Haiti and Cambodia. It helps the economy in those nations & is 
also a fundraiser for BUMP.

If you have gently used or new shoes that you want to donate would 
you please drop them off to the Merritt’s?  (107 Rosaline Lane Durham 
27713), we will leave a bin by our front door. Or call or text Michelle if 
you need us to pick them up 919-936-6717. 

Donations need to be turned in by March 27. 

Thank you so much for supporting BUMP! 

Refugee Support

*** NEEDED **** Two back facing infant car seats. 
~ Carla Stolzenthaler

Questions? Email or call Neil Frank.

neilfrank79@gmail.com.  513-476-0079 

Thanks!

Announcements



A LOVE THAT 
CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY

“For God so loved the world……” is a favorite verse for many of us.  But what 
does it mean when we hear that God loves you and God loves me?

Let a thousand people pass before you and you are not going to love all of them 
the same.  You are not going to feel the same affection about each and every 
one.  Your love will be determined and regulated by a lot of details: by their ap-
pearance, by their personality, by the way they respond to you.  Even when you 
find a few that you like, your feelings will fluctuate depending on your interac-
tions.  How they treat you will impact how you feel and show you how they 
feel about you.  The receiver always regulates your love.

Not so with the love of God.  His love is not regulated by the receiver.  We 
have no impact on the love of God for us.  The love of God is born from within 
Him, not from what He finds within or about us.  His love has no price we need 
to pay.  His love is never revoked by what we have or have not done.  His love 
flows out of His will and desire for us to be one of His children.

Does He love us because of our goodness?  Does He love us for our strong 
faith?  Does He love us because we are kind to others?  NO!  He loves us be-
cause of His goodness, because of His kindness, and because He wants us to be 
with Him in eternity.

In 1 John 4:9 is says “In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  His love is not in-
creased by our abundance of love and His love is not diminished by our lack of 
love.  Isn’t that the best part!  His love does not depend on our love.  His love 
is not increased by our strength nor is it diluted by our weakness.  That is the 
Good News!  Thanks be to God!

~ The Stewardship Team 
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Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings
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CVLC Council Meeting Minutes for February 22

The meeting was called to order over Zoom at 7:19p.
Members present:  Lisa, Pastor Ben, Larry Santeramo, Matthew Hall, Corky 
Camin , Neil Frank , Linda Puente, Evelyn Martin, and Elizabeth Webster.
Guest present:  Heidi Rixman from Lutheran Services Carolinas
Homework:  council covenant posted on Slack.  Please provide your vision. 

Minutes and Reports:                                 
January minutes - Faye made a motion to accept, Evelyn seconded and the 
minutes were accepted unanimously.  
Heidi from Lutheran Services presented on the Lutheran Services capital 
campaign:  Be the Light!  More details to come.
Council agreed to ask Barbara Sappenfield to run the 5-week Be The Light 
campaign at CVLC.  Barbara can talk to LSC to get the information she 
needs to run the campaign.
Treasurer’s Report presented by Corky -
*Renovation $21,530 expenses year to date, $16K is from 2020 for basic 
architectural drawing.  These expenses now come out of the renovation fund, 
not the general fund (so there is now less in the renovation fund but more 
unrestricted money).  
Down Payment was made on sign $16,700 (about ½ of cost of the sign)  
Matthew: pointed out on p 3 that $6,000 was given to the renovation fund 
during January and asked if this was sufficient.  Corky and Pastor said De-
cember was a very good money for the renovation fund.
Motion made to accept the treasurer’s report by Faye, Lisa seconded, 
and passed unanimously.  
Committee reports reviewed on Slack

New Business:  
Agenda for Annual Congregational meeting developed

Pastor Ben’s Devotions:
Focus on uncertain time and naming our worries, doubts, and fears in break-
out groups:   Concerns include: 
#1 - Church finances 
#2 - Who is not going to return to in-person worship and attendance
#3 - Too busy, taking enough time to listen to one another
#4 - When is the end of COVID, masks, and misinformation?

Prayer and meeting adjourned at 9:02pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Webster 
CVLC Council Secretary
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CVLC Trivia from the 2021 Annual Meeting
Played as Jeopardy on February 27, 2022

(Answers on page 9)

ROUND 1

Christian Education Ministry Team
• He doesn’t smell like Irish Spring, but he did lead a series on Luther and   
 Mary during Advent. 
• Instead of Sunday School on Sundays, Sunday School was on this day for   
 most of 2021 too. 
Congregational Life Ministry Team
• After not having a ministry team chair for a couple years, these two people   
 stepped up in 2021. 
• Saturday morning alliteration in the nice Fall weather.
Outreach Ministry Team
• More alliteration!  The name of the new TBI center near CVLC.
• AND MORE ALITERATION! Now called the New Americans Program.
Property Ministry Team
• The year in which CVLC started talking about replacing the shed with 
 empty milk jugs filled with sand for the Living Nativity.
• The number of days a week either Jim or Bob were at CVLC in 2021.
Resource Ministry Team
• The name of the organization that keeps the books at CVLC.
• The number of Designated Funds at CVLC.
Worship Ministry Team
• This is the name of a combined online and in person worship service.
• The online meeting platform that CVLC used in some capacity every 
 Sunday in 2021.

ROUND 2 – “Double Jeopardy”

Confirmation
• The name of the CVLC confirmation student in 2021, pictured here.
• Bishops don’t slap students when they are confirmed in the Lutheran church,  
 but we use this three letter phrase to describe it.
Church Staff
• What is the Pastor’s Name?
• Who is the best church staff person?
The Word of God
• There are 66 book in the standard Protestant Bible.  This is how many verses  
 there are.
• The 2 middle verses of the Bible.

Continued on the next page
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Ad Hoc
• Like its original name Habakkuk 2:2, this Ad Hoc team did not pass the 
 permit application in 2021 but did in 2022.
• The two Re – teams in 2022.
 _______ and ______
• Luther’s greatest original contribution to theology.
• Simul Justus et peccator
2021 Success
• A new group that meets the 1st Saturday of every month to help local young   
 students academically.
• The new lights that will be installed soon at CVLC will not only light up the
 parking lot and basketball court but also this new community project that   
 received about $40,000 in grant money.

FINAL JEOPARDY

• This team has been active every single week in 2021 and absolutely essential  
 to CVLC even though it does not have any official standing in the 
 congregation nor a report in the annual report.

ANSWERS:

 

Answers:  What is/are … 
 Christian Ed: Pastor Patrick Rooney, Tuesdays 
 Cong. Life: Judy Camin & Marlene Schmidt, Praise and Prayers 
 Outreach: Moretz Manor, Refugee Resettlement 
 Property: 1517 … it was #23 in Luther’s 95 Theses, 8 days a week 
 Resource: Nonprofit Bookkeeping Incorporated, too many 
 Worship: Hybrid Worship, Zoom 
 Confirmation: Camden Justice, Affirmation of Baptism 
 Church Staff: Pastor Ben, All of them 
 Word of God: 31,102, Psalm 103:1-2 
 Ad Hoc: The Sign Team, Renovation and Regather 
 _____ and _____: Law & Gospel, Saint & Sinner 
 2021 Success: Book & Cook, Playground 
 Final Jeopardy: AV team 
 



A MUSTARD SEED OF FAITH

Perhaps we wonder whether we have “enough faith” to face the challenges 
of discipleship in today’s world.  We may wonder if our faith is too small and 
fragile amid the anxieties of the current world situation or the continuing of 
the global pandemic.  Jesus does not think that “more faith” is what His dis-
ciples need.  Instead he tells the disciples that if they had faith the size of a 
mustard seed (which is among the smallest of seeds) that would be enough.  
It is the presence of faith - not the quality- that matters.  If one has the tiniest 
amount, it is enough.

David Tiede writes in his commentary on Luke 17:6, “There is no need for 
desperate questsfor ‘more faith,’ as if it could be quantified or possessed.”  It 
is the Holy Spirit working in and through our faith that makes all things 
possible.

~ excerpt from “Weightlifting and the Mustard Seed” article by Cheryl M. Peterson 
in the January/February issue of the Gather magazine. Gracious God, thank you for 
sending your son, Our Savior, to show us your love.  He was sent into a once per-
fect world to one filled with hate and discord.  Thank you for sending love to those 
who seek Him.  We humbly praise you for your everlasting power and love.  Amen.
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

The ladies gathered online on February 9th to discuss God’s leadership of Joshua 
and the children of Israel in the capture of Jericho.  Several of the ladies had re-
searched other sources for historical information that they shared enhancing our 
understanding of God’s orchestration of the overtaking of Jericho.

Come join the ladies on Wednesday, March 9th, at 10 AM when we will discuss 
what Jezebel did to make her one of the Bad Girls of the Bible.  We will be dis-
cussing the story in 1 Kings, chapter 21, so please read in preparation.  Jezebel 
was quite a manipulator who let nothing and no one get in the way of what she 
wanted.

The online link to the Women of the Church Bible Study is on the CVLC website 
under Option #4.  Bring your preferred version of the Bible, your favorite bever-
age and snack so you enjoy some fellowship time.  
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March Birthdays

3 Kathy Huffman
7 Trevor Justice
11 Jim Schraffenberger
12 Alexes Carroll
14 Tammy Justice
15 Andy Bradshaw
16 Jay Stolzenthaler
21 Andrea Boehme-Hernández
27 Carla Stolzenthaler
28 Malina Scott

March Anniversaries 

25 Michael & Shannon Green II 

April Birthdays

16  Kathy Hopson
21  Cathy Thomas
21  Scott Justice
26  David Krebs
29 Olivia Trantas

April Anniversaries

18 Gerry & Carrie Butler
28 Jim & Elaine Goodwin

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know.

Gracious God, thank you for sending your son, Our Savior, 
to show us your love.  He was sent into a once perfect world 
to one filled with hate and discord.  Thank you for sending 
love to those who seek Him.  We humbly praise you for your 
everlasting power and love.  Amen.

** Note: The financial statement for January and February will 
be, Lord willing, included in the April Venture! 



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Larry Santeramo   919-418-7477                
 Vice President                  Faye Fredrick       919-908-7766   
 Treasurer                  Corky Camin    919-341-8048            
 Secretary   Elizabeth Webster  919-619-4544 
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707

        Outreach Ministry Team    Ken Hopson   919-971-2884
         
 Cong. Life Ministry Team Marlene Schmidt     513-235-0020 
                  Judy Camin                             919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Larry Santeramo (President) .............919-418-7477 
Faye Fredrick (V President)............... 919-908-7766
Corky Camin (Treasurer)......             919-341-8048 
Neil Frank (Liaison Outreach Ministry)           
 513-476-0079
Corky Camin (Liaison Resource Ministry)      
 919-341-8048
Matthew Hall (Liaison Congregational Life)
      919-624-8896
Evelyn Martin (Liaison Christian Education)        
 919-645-7188
Lisa Lewis (Liaison Worship Ministry) 
 919-417-4309
Linda Puente (Liaison Property Ministry)                
 919-450-0386
Bookkeeper:
Corky Camin  ........................        919-341-8048   
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
Missio Church                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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