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December at CVLC
Sunday, December 4th was one for the history books!  We celebrated the 
Second Sunday of Advent with Victoria and Abby lighting the two candles of 
the Advent Wreath as we heard the cries of John the Baptist preparing the 
way.  We also had a lot of dancing and hand clapping as we closed worship 
with “Take Me to the River.”  (It’s easier to worship with your whole body 
when you don’t need to hold a hymnal.)

After worship, CVLC President, Larry Santeramo, ran the congregational meet-
ing.  Here are some highlights:
• The nominating team of Matthew Hall, Elizabeth Webster, and Linda
 Puente (each going off council after they completed their 3 year term)
 nominated Renee Carroll, Ken Hopson, and Barb Trapp-Moen to 3 year
 council terms, and Nancy Griffin to a 2 year council term fulfilling Lisa
 Lewis’ term.  (It was Nancy’s request to do the 2 year term rather than
 the 3 year term.)  With no nominations from the floor, the new council
 members were elected unanimously!
• The congregation received updates:
  ~ the new sign on 54 – it works!  FastSigns still needs to finish
  the job by getting the street address on the base (as required by
  our permit) and having the electrician turn on the lights in the 
  upper part of the sign.  John Moen & Pastor Ben know how to
  program the sign, and Sarah is learning.  Send comments/ideas to
  the church office.
  ~AV improvements – John Moen is leading the team that hired
  AvCon to improve the audio by installing new mics and a mixer. 
  In the future, the AV team hopes to improve the visual also, but
  are working with & waiting for the Renovation Team.
  ~Playground – Linda Puente shared that the ground is ready to 
  receive the first piece of playground equipment, which will arrive
  in late spring 2023.  Thanks be to God for grant money, donations
  from local business, and your donations that have made this 
  possible.
  ~Regather Team – Larry Santeramo reported that there’s no 
  restrictions at CVLC anymore, but please wear a mask if you
  like.  And remember to be courteous to others who are more 
  comfortable when you wear a mask.
  ~Refugee Resettlement – Neil Frank celebrated that the Refugee 
  Resettlement Teams helped 2 groups of Afghani refugees 
  (people from several families) become independent.
  ~Emergency Give Comfort Fund – I thanked everyone for their
  donations which made it possible for me to give comfort to
  people who we hear are in need.  We helped 16 people in crisis so
  far Year-to-Date.  THANK YOU!
  



  ~Stewardship – Barbara Sappenfield shared her notes later in this
  Venture about how much CVLC’s giving has grown since we
  started doing Stewardship Drives in 2019.  Giving is up 28% 
  between 2018 and 2021!  We give thanks to God for donors who
  have stepped up so CVLC can live out God’s calling to 
  give comfort!
• Then we voted on the 2023 Mission Spending Plan.  But first, Corky
 Camin shared that we have a total of $393k in the bank between
 Dedicated Funds (including the renovation) and Unrestricted Funds. 
 You’ll see those figures broken down later in this Venture as well.
• After questions about the deficit and conversation about our aspirations
 to do ministry, the 2023 Mission Spending Plan passed, with the 
 congregation giving council the ability to use savings if needed be
 without returning to the congregation for additional approval.
• Then Mike Green gave a 20 minute presentation on the Renovation. 
 In short, with prices and interest rates inflating, the Renovation Team
 cannot afford to build what has been planned.  Instead, we will take
 smaller steps.  The big question is: since we can’t do everything that
 we planned, what will we do as the first step?  The second step will
 come in a couple years after our next capital campaign.  (We were 
 planning another capital campaign in 2025 to pay off debt anyway.) 
 Whatever step we take WILL BE GREAT!
After we enjoyed a much needed sandwich provided by a generous donor, we ran 
off to Pat Nestler’s funeral at Parkwood UMC.  Pat was the secretary in the CVLC 
office for 35 years.  She was a member of Parkwood UMC and Parkwood choir.  
And the choir sang with their hearts on their sleeves and a spring in their voices for 
their beloved choir member, friend, and sister in Christ.  Pastor Adam Benson (the 
current pastor of Parkwood UMC), Pastor Anita Taylor (Pat’s pastor until recently), 
and I led the service.  Pastor Anita and CVLC’s John Moen even laughed with all 
who were present about being Pat’s “technical support” over the years.  Surely, 
heaven is a little more organized now that Pat is there helping keep all the files 
in place and the membership book in pristine order.  But, we miss how much Pat 
loved this community.

But December didn’t end on December 4th!  There’s more coming up this December …

The theme for Advent this year is emptiness.  On December 11th, Pastor Tobi Fleck from The 
Dwelling will preach and lead the Christian Ed hour with a member of The Dwelling’s commu-
nity.  (The Dwelling is a church that fully includes many homeless people in Winston Salem.)  
We will fill the empty manger in the Sanctuary for supplies for The Dwelling this Advent.  Join 
us for dinner and discussion at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evenings to explore where God might be 
in the emptiness.

On Christmas Eve will have a 4:00 PM family friendly service (outside if the weather is 
permitting) and  a 7:00 PM candlelight service in the Sanctuary.  And on Christmas Day – a 
Sunday this year – we will have a very relaxing worship service in the Sanctuary at 10 AM.  
Christmas morning PJs welcome!

God Bless,Pastor Ben
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NATIVITY SCENES 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.” Luke 2:6-7 (NIV)

Did you know that Saint Francis of Assisi created the first Nativity scene in 
1223 to help people worship Christ during Christmas, instead of focusing on 
material gifts and other secular pursuits?  Sounds like the people of yester-
year were not so different from us!  The first Nativity scene was a living one 
featuring humans and animals cast in Biblical roles.  As you might imagine, 
their popularity spread rapidly.  The purpose of these Nativity scenes was to 
re-enact the birth of Jesus based on the the gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Eventually, Nativity scenes evolved from live shows into artistic Nativity sets 
featuring statue-like models that were displayed indoors - first in churches 
and public venues, and eventually in people’s homes.  In their simplest form, 
Nativity sets feature Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus resting in a manger.  
Now days Nativities sets are often more elaborate including animals, angels, 
shepherds, and the Wise Men.

The display of Nativity sets remind us that Jesus is real — that God’s only 
Son lived and died so that we might have eternal life — and that by sharing 
God’s love, we give each other the real gift of the season.

THE LIVING NATIVITY WILL TAKE PLACE THIS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, FROM 6-9 PM. 

WALK OR DRIVE THROUGH!!!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
It’s on!!!! CVLC’s Living Nativity, Saturday, December 10th.

Note from Joan Wilson:

If you are one of the actors in The Living Nativity, please be here at the church this 
Saturday at 5 PM. Keep an eye on the weather and dress appropriately. 

We have 6 people signed up to set up the Living Nativity, the more people we have 
the faster we can get things done.  If you are available to help, please join us at 10 
AM this Saturday.

Don’t forget to come by and see us between 6 and 9 pm.

Thanks,
Joan

The Women of the Church continue to meet once a month for Bible study and 
fellowship. All women of the CVLC are invited! The next date is Wednesday, 
December 14th. Go to the CVLC website and scroll down to the photo of Women 
of the Church and click on it to connect. 

WORSHIP TEAM MEETING ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 15 @10:30 AM

Our Afghan refugees need warm clothes, especially women size S, M,L. You can 
bring the donations to the church office.

Emptiness - Feeling emptiness somewhere in your life?  The world can feel empty 
of something at times.  This Advent, we expectantly wait for the time that Christ 
fills our emptiness.  We will see an empty manger in the Sanctuary reminding us 
that Mary’s womb is full even as the time has not yet come for the One Who will 
leave the tomb empty.  As we actively wait for Christ, we will fill this manger until 

it overflows with gifts for the homeless.  The 
Dwelling’s (https://www.thedwellingws.org) 
in Winston Salem greatest needed supplies are 
2X and 3X t-shirts, medium and large boxers, 
good, thick socks, and shower wipes like this.  
On Sunday December 11th, Pastor Emily 
Norris from The Dwelling will preach and lead 
a Christian Ed hour after worship with a mem-
ber of The Dwelling’s community.  We will 
deliver the gifts before Christmas (possibly by 
visiting The Dwelling to experience it as we 
share the gifts).



FOR WHOM ARE YOU LOOKING?

The word Advent means “coming” and the “coming” we anticipate 
throughout Advent is God’s coming to us through Jesus Christ, not 
our coming to Him.  Our Christmas celebrations reflect this truth.  
The world cannot travel to Bethlehem and, if we could, we would 
not find Jesus there wrapped in swaddling clothes or lying in the 
manger.  We may find historic sites and locations where we can 
meditate and pray, but there would be no baby Jesus there.  This 
is the good news of Christmas.  Even as we sing about the lit-
tle town of Bethlehem, we rejoice that Jesus is the love of God 
for the whole world and that God comes to sinners to save them.  
He doesn’t hide or remain in a small town in Israel.  As we gather 
around the Word and Sacraments, Jesus is there.  He promises to 
be where His Word is proclaimed and His Sacraments are admin-
istered.  Your Christmas celebrations are complete wherever God 
gathers you whether in a church building or online with your com-
puter, because there is where Christ Jesus meets you.  The God 
who came down from heaven in the infant Jesus comes through His 
Word and Sacraments to sinners whom He gathers together.

The Gospel brings Jesus to sinners.  This happens each time pas-
tors preach the Gospel from the pulpit/lectern and in Bible classes.  
God comes to sinners through missionaries in lands through lan-
guages and customs that are foreign to us.  God comes to sinners 
as they wonder about the motivation for strangers to help in disas-
ters.  God comes to sinners through His church.  As we celebrate 
God coming to sinners this Christmas, we pray for those who do not 
know and do not believe in Him.  We also pray for those who speak 
the Word of the Gospel throughout the world.  

In all the goings on of Christmas, we rejoice once again that God 
has come through the birth of Jesus, who walked this earth to 
God’s will, who suffered and died in our place, who rose from the 
dead so that we might also rise, and who promises to return to 
welcome all believers to God’s eternal Kingdom.  May we rejoice 
that the heart of Christmas is God in Christ.  May we find Him in 
our joy and our singing, in our presents and His presence, in the 
wrappings and the swaddling clothes, in the church services and the 
family celebrations.  We pray that all might hear this Good News 
and join us in humble and joyful thanksgiving to God, who comes to 
us in love to save us in Christ Jesus.

~ Blog of Matthew Harrison on 11-24-2021
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Families from Lowes Grove Middle School were the recip-
ients of the 100 Thanksgiving Baskets this year. What 
a blessing for CVLC to help so many families in need. 
Thank you for your generosity!!



Barbara and I want to give a big thank you to everyone that helped with 
the Thanksgiving meal baskets. Thank you to everyone who donated food, 
thank you to everyone that helped put the meal bags together, thank you to 
those who helped tear the boxes apart to put in the recycle bin, thank you to 
those who donated for the meals, and thanks to those who helped deliver the 
packages to Lowes Grove Middle School. A special thanks to Barbara and 
Tammy for organizing the food in the fellowship hall so that things flowed 
very smoothly when putting the meals together. The families that came to 
pick up the meals were so very grateful for the generosity that you helped 
provide. We really appreciate how the CVLC family comes together to lend 
a helping hand. 
A side note, the Manager and the Butcher Market manager at Harris Teeter 
(they helped us get the turkey breasts at a discount), asked me what we were 
doing. After I told them they both said, let's do 200 next year and we will 
be here to help you provide the meals. Something to think about. Also, the 
ladies at the bread store also indicated that they would help us provide items 
at a discount price as well. It’s amazing that our mission to give comfort 
flows out into the community and others are very willing to help us do that 
very thing—Give Comfort. God bless each of you.

~Mike and Barbara Green

“Fearlessly trusting God, we accept all others, 
ourselves, and our calling to give comfort.”
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Prayers & Praise 2022

This fall, getting together in the church parking lot 

was a great way to offer up prayers and praise to our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are reminded of 

Hebrews 10:23-25: “Let us hold fast to the confession 

of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised 

is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one an-

other to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day approach-

ing.” (NRSV)



 ALL THAT HE PROVIDES
Prayer:  God of Abundance, You have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we 
feast on Your goodness, strengthen us to labor in Your field, and equip us to 
bear fruit for the good of all, in the Name of Jesus.  Amen.
The above prayer is our way of thanking the Lord for all He provides us each 
and every day.  Some of the benefits we notice and others slip right past our 
mental radar.  Did you see the rising of the sun with the brilliant, colorful 
clouds providing the backdrop?  Did you enjoy the first (and maybe second) 
cup of coffee?  Were you invigorated by the clean water streaming from the 
shower head?  These are just a few blessings provided by our Lord.  In fact, 
God keeps providing these blessings whether we thank Him or not and He 
provides to all who inhabit this planet whether they believe in Him or not.  
He loves and cares for everyone!
God only asks that we faithfully “steward” the gifts He has so abundantly 
given to us.  And by “stewardship” we should understand it encompasses 
so much more than money.  It is about how we use all that God entrusted to 
our care — our time, our talents and our treasures — for the benefit of His 
love and our neighbors both inside and outside of the church’s walls and our 
homes?  Think about your “stewardship” and how you are using it to benefit 
God’s purpose and mission 
that He has for you in this 
world.  God is ready to pro-
vide answers if you take the 
time to talk with Him.

~The Stewardship Team
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A prayer for the renovation project

“Dear Most Gracious God, the provider of all we 
have, 

We praise Your name and thank for the many 
blessings You have bestowed on Christus Victor 
over the years.  You have provided strong leader-
ship and a steady stream of volunteers who have 
given their time, service, and resources to support 
all of Your ministries.  

We began the renovation campaign with the 
understanding we were to listen to Your call on 
how to proceed following Your plans.  Without 
Your plans, Your design, Your leadership we 
knew it would not happen.  We knew it would 
be difficult and we would have setbacks but our 
trust in You moved us forward.  Continue to give 
our Renovation Team insight into how to proceed 
with the obstacles that seem to come in waves 
blocking forward movement.  Our prayers con-
tinue for Your blessing of this project which will 
allow CVLC to better serve others in our commu-
nity.

We are reminded again that Christus Victor is 
Your Church.  You are the CEO/COO and we are 
the support staff.  We stand ready to do Your bid-
ding.  

Amen.
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Stewardship Update

Appeal is not finished yet, but the numbers so far are:

36 commitment cards
25 of the 36 are an increase of $15,444!!!

$181,406 committed

Stewardship History

  2023- Fearlessly Trusting God- 36 cards, $181,406

  2022 – Accepting All Others- 38 cards, $185,126
  Total giving in 2021 was $219,522

  2021- TOGETHER- 45 cards, $170,612
  Total giving in 2020 was $226,832 (great generosity in 2020!)

  2020- Give Comfort-34 cards, 137,822
  Total giving in 2019 was $205,011

  2019- no theme- 30 cards, $121,632
  Total giving in 2018 was $171,436

  2018- no campaign

GENERAL FUND UPDATE (As of November 30, 2022)
General Fund -         $32,358
Designated Funds- $356,181
 Renovation Fund -  $276,306
 All Other Designated Funds -  $79,875

Total available funds $388,539
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Trick or Treat for Advent?
Of course not! But the connection is a lot 
closer than you might think.  
When I began doing some reading about 
Martin Luther in preparation for the WEL-
CA meeting in November, I learned that 
Martin Luther had been born on Martinmas, 
the celebration of St. Martin, thus the name 
Martin.  After the meeting, I began wonder-
ing just who this St. Martin might be.  I was 
pretty sure he wasn’t Biblical.  I didn’t re-
member ever running across a St. Martin’s 
church.  Then I remembered hearing the 
name San Martin de Porres when I was living 
in Ecuador.  A little research showed me that 
couldn’t be right.  He wasn’t born until 1579, 
nearly a century after Martin Luther.
A little more digging led to St. Martin of 
Tours, also known as St. Martin the Merci-
ful.  He was a Roman soldier who had been 
baptized as an adult and went on to become 
Bishop of Gaul. It turns out that he was and 

still is considered a very popular saint in Europe, especially in France and Germany.  
He’s also recognized by the Lutheran church.  If you doubt that, check our hymnal, 
page 17.  
Near the end of the fifth century, church councils began requiring fasting on week-
days from Martinmas (Nov. 11) marking the beginning of Advent, until Epiphany 
–40 weekdays – the Quadragesima Sancti Martini.  St. Martin’s Day marked the 
end of harvest and the beginning of winter.  It was a time when farmers butchered 
many of their animals because they wouldn’t survive the winter without barns, 
which most medieval farmers couldn’t afford.  What an excuse for a major feast 
before the required fasting and the hardships of a long winter! The feast was held on 
the holy eve (Halloween) of St. Martin’s Day and was marked with drinking of the 
first wine of the season, lighting of bonfires, and dining on roast goose. With time, 
the bonfires gave way to processions of children carrying lanterns from the village 
church to the site of the feast where they were given gifts “from St. Martin”.  Often 
the gifts were bags of nuts and candies.   In many European villages the tradition 
lives on; children process through the streets with lanterns singing St. Martin hymns 
and they are given treats along the way.  This celebration is often called Old Hallow-
een. 
By the end of the first millennium, the period of fasting had been shortened in most 
places so that it began on the feast of St. Andrew, the apostle, which falls on Novem-
ber 30, thus marking the four weeks we now celebrate Advent.  
Note that the traditional meat for this festival is roast goose.  Legend has it that St. 
Martin hid in a goose pen, hoping to avoid being named Bishop, but the noisy geese 
gave him away. 

~By Linda Puente
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
The discussion on 
Martin Luther and 
the impact of his 
life and his theo-
logical writings 
were the topics of 
the discussion at 
the November 9 
gathering.  Many 
interesting facts 
were shared.   Did 
you know that 
Luther was a 
hymnodist?  Two 
of the hymns he 

wrote were “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”.

For our December 14th gathering we will enjoy lunch at Daniel’s Restaurant located at 1430 
West Williams Street, Apex, NC.   Plan on meeting at the restaurant at 11:45 AM.  Come join 
this opportunity for fellowship while enjoying a meal you did not have to prepare.

On January 11, we will continue our Bible Study sessions.  The subject for the discussion has 
not been chosen but mark the date on your calendar and consider joining us for the discussion.

May you enjoy celebrating the birth of Our Lord and Savior with family and friends.

GOD LOVES US.
“First we were loved,” wrote the Apostle John, “now we love” (1 John 4:19 - The Message).  
God always takes the initiative - he blessed first, served first, comforted first, and most of all, 
loved first.  And then it’s up to us.  How will we respond?  At Advent, while much of the world 
around us is enamored by distractions and lesser loves, we seek to discover anew our first love, 
the love that “came down at Christmas,” and then to share that love by blessing, serving, and 
comforting others.

For some, the holidays are a time of excitement, celebration, and connecting with loved ones.  
For others, it’s a time of loneliness, grief, and loss.  No matter where you find yourself this 
holiday season, God will help you unwrap the enduring promises of Christmas and discover a 
lifetime of hope.

  (Excerpt from the book entitled “Because of Bethlehem” by Max Lucado)
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January Birthdays

1 Sarah Rodriguez
9 Kim Stallings
10 Bryan Chappell
11 Ralph Carney
15 Mario Scott
16 Michelle Merritt
17 JoAnn Scott
17 Joshua Miller
18 Barbara Sappenfield
18 Alex Moen
26 Matthew Hall
29 Shannon Trantas
29 Kinsey Green

January Anniversaries 

2 Dave & Karen Geisler

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know.

December Birthdays

4 Joan Wilson
5 Steve Fredrick
5 JD Godbolt
21 Anthony Trantas
27 Henry Miller
31 Diana Hicks

December Anniversaries

5 George & Irene Delic
8 Jack & Debbie Weidman
19 Steve & Faye Fredrick
27 Tom & Lauren Baker
28 Revs. Ben & Marissa Krey



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Larry Santeramo   919-418-7477                
 Vice President                  Faye Fredrick       919-908-7766   
 Treasurer                  Corky Camin    919-341-8048            
 Secretary   Elizabeth Webster  919-619-4544 
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707
 Outreach Ministry Team    Ken Hopson   919-971-2884
         Cong. Life Ministry Team Judy Camin                             919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Larry Santeramo (President) .............919-418-7477 
Faye Fredrick (V President)............... 919-908-7766
Corky Camin (Treasurer)........            919-341-8048 
Elizabeth Webster (Secretary)............919-619-4544 

Neil Frank (Liaison Outreach Ministry)           
 513-476-0079
Corky Camin (Liaison Resource Ministry)      
 919-341-8048
Matthew Hall (Liaison Congregational Life)
      919-624-8896
Evelyn Martin (Liaison Christian Education)        
 919-645-7188
Lisa Lewis (Liaison Worship Ministry) 
 919-417-4309
Linda Puente (Liaison Property Ministry)                
 919-450-0386
Bookkeeper:
Corky Camin  ........................        919-341-8048   
Jay Stolzenthaler  (Financial Secretary)
919-694-5533

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
Missio Church                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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