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“Fearlessly trusting God, we accept all others, ourselves, and our calling to give comfort.”

JANUARY 2021 
10:00 AM Zoom Worship on Sundays                
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TOGETHER: It Takes a Village to be the Church
At least 7 times in the book of Jeremiah, the prophet says “the days are surely coming, says 
the Lord ….”

The days are surely coming when we will be worshipping inside CVLC again.  I’m not sure 
when those days will be.  We continue to reach daily records for coronavirus cases.  It’s 
going to take a long time to administer 500 million vaccinations (that’s 5 million/day for 100 
days!  We’ve only vaccinated about 5 million people total so far).  But, I know the days are 
surely coming.

And, when those days come, I have some alternative motives for wanting to be in the Sanc-
tuary again.  As relaxing as it is to worship from home, there are times when it is anything 
but relaxing.  My seminary roommate has two young boys.  Over New Year’s, we texted 
each other quite a bit along with another mutual friend.  We shared a few ideas for this 
morning’s sermon.  I asked him how his sermon went today.  His response: “Ugh, mine was 
a disaster: WiFi kicked me off, had to move to [my son’s] room for better signal; [my son] 
was ticked I was appropriating his room, kept interrupting.  Had to stop sermon twice: I do 
not recommend watching.”

I hope more of his people laughed than got angry.

Jonah is getting to his boys’ age.  Jonah’s cute sounds now are becoming more and more in-
terrupting.  And even if most of you laugh, it’s still … well … let’s just say, it doesn’t moti-
vate me to work really hard on a sermon when it’s unlikely anyone will hear it.

You might remember on December 27th, my cat knocked over a pitcher a water in the kitch-
en, a few feet away from where I set up my device for Sunday morning.  My poor mother-
in-law was cleaning it up while I was preaching.  Pastor Marissa was leading worship for 
another church that day.

The days are surely coming when we’ll be together in the Sanctuary!  I have come to ap-
preciate more that it takes a village to lead a worship service.  I imagine someone will be 
bouncing Jonah on their knee or teaching him in 
Sunday School during worship again.  I imagine 
someone will be cleaning up Fellowship Hall dur-
ing worship again.  I imagine someone from Altar 
Guild will be setting up the bread and wine again.  
And, the days are surely coming when the Zoom 
AV Team will be broadcasting worship from 
CVLC.  Worship surely takes a village!  And, the 
days are surely coming, says the Lord, that we 
will be TOGETHER in the Sanctuary again.  And, 
more than that, a new renovated Sanctuary!

~Pastor Ben Krey



http://cvlcrenovation.org/

 
 
A new year brings new opportunities to which God is 
calling us, as a church body. I’m excited about the work 
God is doing among and through us at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church, and about what God is asking us to do 
together this coming year. 
 
The congregation and Renovation team worked with 

Design Development and architect Mr. Jim Sherrer, to shape a renovation project which will improve our 
accessibility and refresh our worship and gathering spaces. 
 
  In the coming weeks, we will be holding  a capital campaign to: 
 
• enhance worship with a renovated Sanctuary where the band and choir can be Together  
• expand the Narthex, so there is a place for people to gather together, before worship 
• redesign the entrance, making it more welcoming and accessible so everyone can be Together  
 
These capital improvements will help us live out God’s mission.  Enhanced worship will help us fearlessly 
trust God.  A more accessible building will help us accept all others and ourselves.  And, not only will 
everyone be more comfortable inside the new building, but also the extra space will enable us to do 
comfort-giving ministries, and leave a legacy for the future. 
 
 
Thank you for your generous and faithful commitment to the ministries of Christus Victor Lutheran 
Church.  As the General Chair of the Together Campaign, I look forward to building out God’s mission 
Together. 
 
 
Faye Fredrick 
Together Campaign  
General Chair 

Fearlessly trusting God, we accept all 
others, ourselves, and our calling to 
give comfort. 
 

CVLC Mission Statement 
Adopted May 2019 
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Combining Two Campaigns Into One

Rather than having two campaigns (Stewardship for the Mission Spending Plan and the Renova-
tion Capital Campaign) occurring at the same time, the two Teams responsible for the campaigns 
decided to combine them into one request.  The Renovation Capital Campaign has been named 
the “Together Campaign,” so in the future it will be called by that name.  As Pastor Ben Krey 
says, “This combining of the campaigns adds yet another dynamic to the name ‘Together 
Campaign’ since we are doing both the renovation and annual campaigns TOGETHER!”

Since 2020 was such an unusual year, the Council voted to continue the current Mission Spend-
ing Plan for the first six months of 2021.  It would have been difficult to estimate our income 
and expenses when we do not know when we will re-gather in-person in our building.  Since the 
building has been closed for almost 10 months now, there may be unforeseen expenses that need 
to be addressed immediately.

When you receive your Intent Card (or “I intend to give card”), it will have two separate sec-
tions.  The first section is for your 3-year commitment to the Together Campaign and the second 
section will be for your financial support of the extension of the 2020 Mission Spending Plan.

We are asking for your support of both campaigns.  A challenge gift of $10,000 will be given 
to the Together Campaign for the building renovation if we receive 60 completed Intent Cards.  
Since everyone’s response is incredibly important this year, we ask that you prayerfully approach 
your personal decisions.  Please remember to complete by filling in the amount of your contribu-
tion and payment schedule in both sections before returning your Intent Card.  Further details 
about the Together Campaign will be forthcoming in individually addressed personal letters and 
during our time together online on Sunday mornings.

Thank you for helping us to financially support God’s Mission for CVLC.

 ~The Stewardship Team
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Emergency Give Comfort Fund Update
You gave comfort to two people right before the end of the year!  This is how we 
live out God’s mission and have a huge impact on people’s lives!

Months ago, while looking for apartments to rent, Pastor Ben and the Godbolts 
ran into Ralph Hester who was working on one of the apartments he owns.  Pastor 
Ben & Ralph know each other from the Church of the Abiding Savior, Lutheran 
(CASL).  At the time, Deb & JD could not afford any of Ralph’s apartments (or 
any apartments, really).  Then, Deb & JD got some blessings with increased SNAP 
and help fromVolunteers of America.

Ralph Hester advocated for Deb & JD with the rental management company.  And, 
they agreed to let Deb & JD sign a month-to-month lease!

The council & the finance team worked together that night and got $650 from the 
EGCF approved to pay their security deposit (there was only $255 in there).  Deb 
Schleusener & Barbara Sappenfield cut them a money order to take to the rental 
management office New Year’s Eve morning.

By the grace of God, the lights & heat were on in the apartment!  (The electric had 
been off in JD’s brother’s apartment for over 2 weeks!)

On New Year’s Day, Mike & Mike & Barbara Green moved the Godbolts furniture 
and most of their belongings.  The Greens also donated some furniture to them.

So far, CVLC and your generosity to the EGCF got Deb & JD a once impossible-
for-them apartment (that has a washer & dryer!), at a price they can afford, with the 
lights on, groceries for a few days, and furniture!  Wow!

Now ... THAT is giving comfort!

Deb & JD enthusiastically thanked CVLC during announcements on Sunday.

JD is looking for a part time job.  He’s happy stocking shelves at a hardware or 
grocery store.  It needs to be close to a bus stop.  Let him know if you can help!

Continued onto the next page:



Emergency Give Comfort Fund Report:
March-April 2020 Ryan Gilmore   $1,000
May 2020   Gail & McKeisha  $500
August 2020  Manuel Bartolon Verdugo $525
Fall 2020  Jd & Deb Godbolt  $750, $650
October 2020  Sheldon Steverson  $197.50

To contribute to the “Emergency Give Comfort Fund”, you may mail or bring by a check to 
the church office, and earmark it, “Emergency Give Comfort Fund”. Thank you.

Pictured below: JD and Deb Godbolt
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
ASH WEDNESDAY IS EARLY 

THIS YEAR
FEBRUARY 17TH!!!



Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

Notes from Church Council Meeting – Dec. 8, 2020

At the Council meeting on Dec. 8, Treasurer Matthew Hall reported that giving 
was up in November, though we haven’t met budget yet.  We are meeting current 
expenses.  The PPP loan was forgiven.

Pastor reported that he had a good conversation with Nahum Matamoros who was 
in town for a brief time.  He assured Nahum that we all miss him and his family.  
Pastor asked that we all pray for Neil Frank who had just been admitted to hospi-
tal.  (We’re happy that Neil is at home and reporting that the issue was gall stones 
and not a heart attack.  Those of us who have had gall stones know how painful 
that can be, so Neil could probably still benefit from some prayers.)  Council ap-
proved Pastor’s plan to hold one Wednesday evening session during Advent (Dec. 
16) to discuss “thin spaces”.

Inasmuch as Worship team did not have a meeting scheduled and we were coming 
up on Christmas, Council decided that the times for Christmas worship services 
would be 7:00 p.m. on Dec. 24 and 10:00 a.m. on Dec. 25.

The property reported that the big sign out front had been changed from “Hope” to 
“Peace”.  Duke Energy has requested more information prior to doing a photovol-
taic study of our property to determine whether or not more light poles should be 
erected, especially in the parking area.

Outreach team reported that 21 dinners were provided to families for Thanksgiv-
ing with the help of Thrivent. The $3000 contribution we had made to Parkwood 
Hub would be used to purchase gift cards for 20 families and that Christmas cards 
had been signed to identify CVLC as the giver of those gift cards.  Finally, Joan 
Wilson has led the current project to create a Durham Christmas Story on our 
Facebook page since we are not able to do Living Nativity this year.

In old business, we reviewed the progress of the 2020 goals.  Pastor praised David 
Krebs for his diligence in communicating with GoTriangle.  Our donation to them 
has not yet been completed because GoTriangle is not accustomed to receiving 
donations, so there is some paperwork to be finished.  Sarah will be drawing up a 
letter on CVLC letterhead to accompany the check. The sign committee continues 
to gather information before making a decision about a new sign.  It is likely that 
the sign will cost more than was budgeted in 2020.

Continued onto the next page:
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Each of the goals that was determined for 2021 will need a leader to shepherd it 
through to completion. Pastor suggested that we do a council retreat via Zoom one 
weekend early in the new year in order to determine leadership roles and set out 
paths for progress.  Council agreed.

Council decided that, since there are no raises because we have no new budget for 
the coming year, and in light of the outstanding efforts made by staff members in 
transitioning to our Zoom environment, bonuses would be paid to the staff mem-
bers at the end of December.  It was noted that this should not be considered a 
precedent for coming years.

New business: Pastor reported that in a conversation with Rev. Mike Ward, Ward 
recommended that each Council member should commit to giving to the renova-
tion capital campaign the largest gift they’ve ever given in order to provide a mod-
el for the rest of the congregation.  After some discussion the following motion was 
drafted:  Moved that each individual council member is enthusiastically com-
mitted to giving as generously as they are able. We also want the congregation 
to know that the majority of the council members are committing to give the 
largest one-time gift they have ever given anywhere.  The motion passed.

~Submitted by Linda Puente, CVLC Council Secretary 
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YtD % of Budget
Budget 222,233.00$  
Giving 200,542.31$  90.24%
Expense 167,362.73$  75.31%
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 33,179.58$    

General Fund Update
through November 30, 2020
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

A New Song

This past year has proven that it can be difficult to keep up with the changing rhythms of our 
lives.  BUT have you taken the time to realize that God may be calling us to sing His NEW 
song.  God has always put a song in our hearts and now God has put a NEW song in our 
hearts.

Our lives have been changed by all the events happening around us.  We have the Corona-
virus, forest fires, hurricanes, floods, tropical storms, heavy snowfalls across the nation, 
numerous controversial elections of political leaders, and the list continues changing almost 
hourly, daily, weekly, and monthly.  It seems like we should begin to sing the Lord’s NEW song 
of love and trust because our lives have been so changed.

Has God given us a new mission field?  Has He opened new ways to do our current out-
reach programs?  Has He opened the minds and hearts of family or friends or people we 
have just met so we, as His ambassadors, can share what God means to us.  Or are we 
spending our time trying to sing an old version of His song?

What we do know is that God has not changed.  He is the same today, tomorrow, and for-
ever.  He loves us, gives us daily abundant grace, is always with us, blesses us with family and 
friends, and wants us to continue to follow in Jesus’ footsteps.  

We must COME, SEE, HEAR, and TRUST our God who sacrificed His Son so that we can 
be reconciled back to Him.  Open your hearts and minds to hear the NEW song and let us 
move forward as Children of God.

~ submitted by Barbara Sappenfield after reading and meditating on a devotion entitled 
“A New Song.”

Women of the Church 
Bible Study and Fellowship Time

Wednesday, January 13th, at 10 AM, women from 
CVLC will be gathering via ZOOM for Bible Study 
and fellowship.  Link to join is available at www.
christus-victor.org. (Every second Wednesday of 
each month!)
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January Birthdays

1 Sarah Rodríguez
2 Heidi Chikmath
9 Kim Stallings
10 Bryan Chappell
11 Ralph Carney
12 Kathleen St. Lawrence
13 Bob Hockman
15 Mario Scott
16 Michelle Merritt
17 JoAnn Scott
17 Joshua Miller
18 Alex Moen
18  Barbara Sappenfield
20 Niles Leese
27 Dave Geisler
29 Shannon Trantas
29 Kinsey Green

January Anniversaries

1 Dave & Karen Geisler
2 John & Ann Redick

                 

February Birthdays

3 David Ernsthausen
8 Marlene Schmidt
11 Debbie Gilbert Stitt
23 Holly Zemke
24 Gerry Butler
27 Jack Weidman
28 Laurel Seibert

February Anniversaries

23 Bill & Maria McDonald

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office.



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707                
 Vice President                  Barbara Sappenfield      918-381-2722     
 Treasurer                  Matthew Hall    919-624-8896             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Joan Wilson    919-942-7208
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         Cong. Life Ministry Team          
    Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   David Ernsthausen    919-614-3724
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-544-5429

 Congregational Council
Cristen Chappell (President) ...........  919-419-0707 
Barbara Sappenfield (V President)    918-381-2722
Matthew Hall (Treasurer).............      919-624-8896 
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855
Beth Miller...................................         919-544-7061
Dave Thomas...............................        216-210-4555
Elizabeth Webster.......................         919-619-4544
Julia Chappell.............................          919-632-3561
John Moen...................................         919-544-5429
Bookkeeper:
Deb Schleusener........................        919-372-8454       

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
BabyWearing Group    Sarah Rodríguez
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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