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Pastor’s Message

Cristen Chappell reminds me that we are in the longest Lent ever.  This pandemic 
just feels like a big Lenten denial: denied fellowship with one another, singing, 
gathering in the Sanctuary.  Lent is the season we prepare for Easter.  Advent is the 
season we prepare for Christmas and the coming of Christ.  At Christus Victor, we 
are preparing for Christ even as we wait for the “new normal” (whatever that is!).

At the CVLC congregational meeting on Sunday, December 5th, we elected 
George “Corky” Camin, Larry Santeramo, and Lisa Lewis to 3 year council terms 
that end in December 2024.  They will lead us through a lot in the next 3 years at 
CVLC.
 - break ground on the addition & renovation
 - complete the addition & renovation and live into the new building
 - expand staff needs as CVLC continues to grow with South Durham 
 & the  Triangle
 - at least plan to start another Capital Campaign to pay for the building 
 renovation (and possibly build Phase 1C, the pavilion, also).
 - all while navigating through the pandemic while living out 
 God’s mission for us

Also at the congregational meeting, CVLC approved an ambitious mission spend-
ing plan that includes funding comfort giving ministries like refugee resettlement, 
playground improvement, hiring new staff in July 2021, and funding the plan for at 
least one congregational life event every month!

Yes, we are in a long Lent.  Yes, we are waiting for a lot this Advent.  And, yes, we 
are preparing for the great things God is doing and will do in our midst!

God Bless,
Pastor Ben Krey
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Feel your prayers lifted up 
like incense as we sing 

Mary’s words this Advent 
Season.

• Wednesdays in Advent at 7:00 PM
• Dec 8, 15, and 22

Online only.  Link will be on the church website.  
Musicians will be live in the church building.
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BECAUSE OF CHRISTMAS,HIS 
LOVE FOR US IS NO SECRET

Surely the Lord God does nothing, 
without revealing His secret to His 
servants the prophets.  (Amos 3:7  
NRSV)

It can start early in the season: our 
loved ones dropping hints about, or 

even flat-out telling us, what they want for Christmas.  When we find 
the “perfect” gift for that someone, it can be very hard to keep the 
secret to ourselves.  Some of us just can’t resist giving the receiver 
a few hints along the way.  Scripture tells us that God is also a hint 
dropper.  More than that, for those willing to listen, He shared His 
plan outright.  There is something warm and endearing about know-
ing that God wanted to share details about His Son.  Throughout the 
years, God was whispering pieces of His plan to the prophets.

In Jeremiah, God saw His people wandering in the darkness and 
whispered, “Don’t give up.  He’s coming.”  God told Isaiah about the 
virgin birth.  Even God himself could not help but give hints about 
what was to come.  He knew He had the perfect gift to give to the 
world, and God wanted to prepare His people for its delivery.

There’s so much we don’t know about the ways of God.  Yet because 
of Christmas, His love for us is no secret.  His hints throughout history 
were fulfilled in the manger and He continues to whisper good things 
to His children.  In Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV it reads:  For surely I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope.

May we tune our hearts to listen for God’s holy hints this season.  May 
we prepare our hearts for the rejoicing for the coming celebration of 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May the Lord God’s blessings con-
tinue to flow over you and your family now and in the days to come.

Merry Christmas to each of you.

~ The Stewardship Team



OOPS, YOU CAUGHT THE TYPOS!

I got in a hurry when preparing our Stewardship Appeal 
written materials that copies of the brochure and the In-
tent Card that contained typos were sent to the printer.  
As a result, the typos where published for all to see.  
Being fast on our feet, we turned it into a challenge 
game similar to “Where is Waldo?” and called it “Where 

are the typos?” Eight households found the errors and responded back to 
Sarah in the office or directly to me.  The Stewardship Challenge Grantor 
has written a check for $400.00 (8 X  $50.00) to the General Fund as part 
of the Stewardship Appeal.

Thanks to those who have already returned your Intent Cards.  We still 
have several households that have not responded and ask for your re-
sponse as soon as possible.

As of November 28, the totals are:  38 completed and returned Intent 
Cards with 22 showing an increase in giving for a total of $185,126.

Thanks for your generous support.

~Barbara Sappenfield
2022 Stewardship Appeal Chair

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Generosity is an important part of Thrivent Financial and the company provides 
Thrivent Choice Dollars based on your ownership of their products.  You, as a 
member, can make a financial impact on charities and/or non-profit organizations 
that are important to you.  More than 40,000 churches and non-profits are cur-
rently enrolled in the program and Christus Victor Lutheran Church-Durham is 
one of them.  Thrivent wants these charitable outreach funds to be spent by their 
members so if you have a Thrivent Financial product, please go into your person-
al account and select how you want your Thrivent Choice Dollars spent.  If you 
prefer to contact the company by phone, please call 800-847-4836 and someone 
will get you to the correct department.  Spending these funds is like giving away 
someone else’s money and helps a charity/church/non-profit during these unpre-
dictable economic times.
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EVER WONDER WHAT ADVENT IS AND WHY MANY 
CHRISTIANS OBSERVE IT?

Every year Advent invites us to prepare our hearts once more 
for the gift — the gift that seemingly is too good to be true but is 
miraculously and joyously true!  And each year, we have the op-
portunity to say “YES” to that invitation, to prepare our hearts for 
the miracle of Emmanuel, “God with us.”

The word advent comes from the Latin word adventus and sim-
ply means “coming” or “arrival.”  Advent begins each year on the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas, which is the Sunday closest to 
November 30.

It is the season in which Christians around the world celebrate 
the First Advent, Jesus’ birth, and also anticipate the Second Ad-
vent, Christ’s return.  At Christus Victor the themes we celebrate 
the four weeks of Advent are hope, peace, joy, and love.  Using 
these themes, we prepare our hearts and our minds to celebrate 
Christ’s coming.  Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel.
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ARE WE THERE YET?
Many of us will spend some time traveling over the holiday season.  It amazes 
me that even though I’m always so excited and ready to get out of town, I’m 
always equally ready to come back home.  Sometimes, it’s the last hour of a long 
road trip that’s the hardest.  The thought “Are we there yet?” always seems to 
cross my mind.  I just want to be home.

The season of Advent feels a little the last hour of a road trip.  We are close to 
home.  God is coming.  The anticipation grows within.  And yet, this season of 
waiting, reminds us we aren’t quite there yet.  Advent can sometimes be frustrat-
ing because we just want it to be Christmas already.  We want the warm, fuzzy 
feelings that come with Christmas candles and the Christmas story - but we have 
to wait and waiting is hard.

Yet, I think there are many lessons for us to learn in this season that isn’t about 
the instant gratification that fills our culture.  This Advent, I hope you’ll take a 
time to slow down your lifestyle pace and make conscious steps to move closer 
to Christmas and the home God envisions for us - a home saturated with hope, 
peace, love, and joy.  We aren’t home yet - but with God’s help, we get closer 
every day.  May you live in and fully enjoy all the gifts of this beautiful season.

~ Blog of Kara Farrow on 11-23-2021

“Lord, we continue to prioritize the time you graciously give to us without 
considering your will.  Help us, this day, to fulfill your perfect call, taking 
time to consider how best we can obey your charge to feed, comfort, and 
serve.  Amen.”
~Prayer from daily texts



Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

Minutes of CVLC Council – 11-09-21

The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. over Zoom with the following persons present: 
Corky Camin, Neil Frank, Faye Fredrick, Pastor Krey, Evelyn Martin, John Moen, Linda 
Puente, Dave Thomas, Elizabeth Webster, and Denise and Larry Santeramo. Matt Hall was 
excused. The mission statement was recited and Linda led devotions.
Elizabeth announced that Faye would be leading the meeting in her stead. Faye asked if 
there were questions about the treasurer’s report. Several persons indicated that they would 
like the report to include more detailed information about the ministry teams to help them in 
their roles as liaisons to their teams. Denise explained that the report for the council meeting 
was a summary report but that the complete report was available to those who wished to see 
it. Pastor Krey said he really liked the format of their report. We were reminded that both 
Denise (treasurer) and Deb Schleusener (bookkeeper) had informed council that they would 
be leaving their positions at the end of the year and that we need to find their replacements 
soon so that they can be adequately trained.

At this point, it was noted that we were not following the agenda. Dave moved that we ac-
cept the minutes from the October meeting. Elizabeth seconded the motion. The minutes 
were accepted. Pastor moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted. Dave seconded the mo-
tion. The treasurer’s report was accepted.

Larry Santeramo reported that the positivity rate for COVID testing had bumped up again, 
but that the agreement was that the congregation would resume in-person worship if the rate 
were at 3% or lower for two consecutive weeks, which had occurred. The Regather Team 
will meet on Nov. 10 to determine protocol for regathering.
Larry also reported that the church attorney had returned the copy of agreement with Rigg-
Harrod Builders, Inc. with only a few minor changes and some details that need to be 
worked out. This agreement is for pre-construction services. A separate agreement will be 
signed for the construction. Currently certain spaces, like the sacristy, are being looked at 
closely in anticipation of final drawings.

Pastor Ben said that he had nothing to add to or highlight from the report posted to Slack. 
He was asked about the meeting he had had with Pastor Terry. Elizabeth motioned to accept 
the report. Evelyn seconded the motion. The report was accepted.
Ministry reports: Neil reported that Outreach was doing very well. A group had welcomed 
a refugee family from Syria, but because that family has relatives in the area, we will not be 
working with them. However, we may soon be working with three other families. 

~Continued on the next page
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We will not be preparing a Thanksgiving Dinner at the church, but baskets will be prepared 
for a dozen or more families associated with Arbol de Vida church. For Christmas we will be 
providing gifts for the four residents at Moretz Manor. John reported that the Property team 
had made a few minor repairs in October. Corky reported that the Resource team will be meet-
ing on Nov. 21 to finalize the mission spending plan for 2022. Dave reported that the Worship 
team would be meeting soon in order to plan for Christmas worship. They are hoping that we 
will be able to regather in the sanctuary for Christmas. Evelyn reported that the Christian 
Education team has arranged for Pastor Rooney, a well-respected leader of the church who 
recently moved into this area, to do a series of presentations during Advent, and to lead a Mag-
nificat service. Dr. Ron Rittgers, chair of Lutheran studies at Duke will also be presenting a 
program soon. Carla has asked whether or not other churches in the area might want to offer 
Sunday School on Tuesday to their children.

Old Business: Linda reported on the status of the project to upgrade lighting around the perim-
eter of the church.  It is hoped that the project will be complete by the end of the year. Pastor 
and Faye had a meeting with Andrea Boehm-Hernandez about the staff description for a new 
part-time employee. John and Dave are preparing a list of members available to be nominated 
for the upcoming council vacancies. A question was asked about having spouses on council. 
John informed us that the constitution did not proscribe that but it was an unwritten convention 
of the congregation to avoid having spouses on the council to avoid the appearance that deci-
sions were being made by a small in-group. Nominations will take place on-line.

New Business: Linda moved that the council support the Regather and Worship Teams in 
their proposal for returning to in-person worship in the building. Dave seconded the mo-
tion. The motion passed unanimously. Linda reported on the current status of the grant applica-
tion with the county for the playground renovation. She explained why it was important that 
funds were included in the mission spending plan for that purpose.

Dave took the group over the proposed mission spending plan line by line. Where there were 
questions, he explained the thinking of the Resource team with Corky backing him up. Evelyn 
moved that we accept the mission spending plan as proposed by the Resource Ministry 
and present it for approval at the next congregational meeting. Corky seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously.

~Continued to next page



John moved that it be made possible for people to contribute to the holiday gift for Pas-
tor and staff by means of Breeze. Dave seconded the motion. The motion passed unani-
mously.

After discussion, it was determined that the Congregational Meeting would be held over Zoom 
on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 1 p.m. to approve the mission spending plan and elect new council 
members. A Question and Answer meeting will be held over Zoom on Sunday, Nov. 21, at 1 
p.m. in order to expedite the congregational meeting.

Evelyn moved that the council grant authority to our Pastor and council president to 
negotiate an agreement to share our building with the Missio church led by Pastor Didi 
Wong. Dave seconded the motion. It was explained that the Missio church is an effort of the 
Presbyterian Church of America to plant a congregation in South Durham. They would use the 
building on Sundays from 3:30 to 7:00, having access to the sanctuary and two classrooms. 
They will contribute $1000 monthly for utilities and building upkeep. Jim Goodwin will act as 
liaison with the group. The motion passed.

Faye moved that the council president have authority to sign the agreement between 
CVLC and Riggs-Harrod Bldg.,Inc when the agreement is completed by the Renovation 
Team. Evelyn seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 10:08 p.m.

~submitted by Linda Puente

YTD % of Budget
Budget Amount to End of Month 230,348
Giving 184,321 80.02%
Expense 174,482 75.75%
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 9,839

*Please note: this does not include 10/31/21 deposit

General Fund Update
through October 30, 2021
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The quilting group meets on Mondays from 9:30-12:30 

Many thanks to Jack Weidman and Linda Puente for delivering the  LWR quilts and kits to 
Grace Lutheran in Raleigh.

Many hands from the church and friends of the church  made this possible.  We completed 86 
Quilts, 28 Personal Care Kits and 22 School Kits. We do have trackers on the boxes so we 
will know where they land.

~Joleen Propst

86 QUILTS
28 PERSONAL CARE KITS
22 SCHOOL KITS
19 TEDDY BEARS
91 STOCKING CAPS

The quilts, school kits, and 
personal care kits were taken 
to Grace Lutheran Church in 
Raleigh.  Together with quilts 
from churches all around the 
Triangle and surrounding re-
gion, they will be shipped to 
Maryland from whence they 
will be forwarded to areas all 
over the world where they are 
needed.  We know that the 
quilts we sent off in 2019 went 
to Lebanon and were destined 
for the refugee camps serving 
those displaced by the war in Syria..

(See more photos next page)
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
On Wednesday, November 10th, the ladies gathered online to discuss the story 
of Delilah and Samson and the many twists and turns that occurred before Sam-
son revealed the reason behind his legendary strength.  What Delilah did with the 
monetary bribe offered by Samson’s enemies we will never know but we do know 
Delilah valued money over friendship.

Come join us on Wednesday, December 8th, at 10 AM when we will discuss the 
story of Sapphira and Ananias and their issue with money.  The story is in Acts 
5:1-11 and is one of those Biblical stories seldom discussed.  Come join us to 
learn more about how the love of cash-in-your-pocket rather than following God 
and His ways can cause catastrophic results.

The online link to the Bible Study is on the CVLC website under option #6.  Be 
sure to bring your preferred version of the Bible for the discussion and your favor-
ite beverage and snacks for the fellowship time.  Everyone is welcome to join us 
so come spend an hour with ladies who enjoy Bible Study and conversation.

CREATING A HABIT OF TIME IN GOD’S WORD
I have a relatively busy schedule and often feel like I have a lot on my plate.  I think 
many of you know that same feeling.  Some weeks I feel like I am running from one 
event to another with very little time for myself, my family or my friends.  Sometimes I 
can’t even find time to spend with them over a meal or some shared activity.  Trying to 
add spending time with Jesus into this mix seems fruitless.  “I am going too fast and 
only have these few moments to organize for the next activity,” or, “I am just plain tired,” 
are some of the excuses I have used.  When the truth is, I do have time.  I am just bad 
at consistency.

I remember an elementary school teacher telling me that it takes 23 tries for a practice 
to become a habit.  I think this was in response to learning my multiplication tables.  Al-
though there is no proof that 23 is this magic number, I think it helped me to understand 
the concept that it takes time practicing to make the activity become natural or routine.  I 
am also good at trying to begin a new routine and then, after a few days, I tend to stop 
and cannot get back on track.  Even if a habit is something I enjoy doing, there needs 
to be a very high level of motivation to convince me to continue the habit, especially if I 
stopped doing it a few days or weeks ago.  When it come to continually spending time 
in God’s Word and learning about His love for me and the rest of humankind, I allow the 
world and its activities to intervene.

While it may seem strange to start a daily devotion habit before the new year (shouldn’t 
this be a New Year’s resolution?), I find that during the season of Advent there is lots of 
“religious energy.”  There is something about Advent (and then Christmas) season that 
makes me want to create habits of looking into His Word.  I think it’s because I already 
have traditions at this time of the year and using a “special devotional” just seems right.   
Keeping this energy going is easier if I’m committed to reading God’s Word at a specific 
time of day.  I am a night owl.  Even though I can be productive in the mornings, I feel 
the most awake, alert, and motivated in the evenings.  For me, doing my devotional 
time after dinner has been the best way to keep consistently in God’s Word.  Could that 
be because my Grandfather and Grandmother had their devotional time after they had 
eaten their evening meal and before the dishes were cleared from the table?  The time 
of day is not important.  It could be the first thing in the morning before or after break-
fast or maybe after the noontime meal.  Any pocket of time to sit, read and listen is the 
perfect opportunity.

My know my ability to continue a daily devotional practice is not what determines my 
place in God’s kingdom.  But, consistent hearing of His Word and the learning about 
how much He loves and cares for me means I enjoy unending joy and peace that sur-
passes all understanding.  This world is hectic, loud, and can be very deceitful.  God’s 
Word and consistently hearing of His love for me is a remedy for the chaos.

~ Devotional blog written by Adele Werner on October 11, 2021.
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January Birthdays

1 Sarah Rodriguez
9 Kim Stallings
10 Bryan Chappell
11 Ralph Carney
15 Mario Scott
16 Michelle Merritt
17 JoAnn Scott
18 Alex Moen
18 Barbara Sappenfield
29 Shannon Trantas
29 Kinsey Green

January Anniversaries 

2 John & Ann Redick 

                 

December Birthdays

4  Joan Wilson
5  Steve Fredrick
5 JD Godbolt
21  Anthony Trantas
27 Henry Miller
31 Diana Hicks

December Anniversaries

5 George & Irene Delic 
8  Jack & Debbie Wedman
19 Steve & Faye Fredrick
27 Tom & Lauren Baker
28 Revs. Ben & Marissa Krey

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know.

“Lord and Savior, while we are eternally grateful for your sufficient, 
saving grace, remind us of the need to offer grace to those we feel 

have wronged us.  For in claiming your salvation, 
we must also lean into the act of forgiving others.  Amen.”

Prayer from Moravian Daily Texts on November 19, 2021



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Elizabeth Webster   919-619-4544                
 Vice President                  Faye Fredrick       919-908-7766   
 Treasurer                  Denise Santeramo   919-218-7477             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         
 Cong. Life Ministry Team Marlene Schmidt     513-235-0020 
                  Judy Camin                             919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Elizabeth Webster(President) ............919-619-4544 
Faye Fredrick (V President)............... 919-908-7766
Denise Santeramo (Treasurer)......     919-218-7477
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Neil Frank..................................           513-476-0079
Dave Thomas...............................         216-210-4555
Corky Camin......................                  919-341-8048
Matthew Hall.............................           919-624-8896
John Moen...............................             919-949-6910
Evelyn Martin ............................       919-645-7188
Bookkeeper:
Corky Camin  ........................        919-341-8048   
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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UPDATED CVLC DIRECTORY

The updated directory is now on the website under “members”. Call the church 
office if you need the password. If you would like a printed copy, just request one 
from Sarah at the church office :)


