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Together Campaign & Renovation Update 
 

Together, we are making incredible progress!  The Lord has blessed us beyond belief.  Jesus has given us 
grace upon grace.  And we are so privileged to do ministry in His Name.  We are blessed to be part of the 
miracles God is doing.  We are honored that God would think so highly of us, that God would give us a 
unique, special, personal mission to live out. 
 
The Renovation Team has met with 12 “interest groups” that use the church property including the 
choir, band, altar guild, Christian Ed, counters/offering stewards, property ministry team, and the 
quilters just to name a few.  We even had a meeting about meetings (since we have a lot meetings here 
and want to be sure the meeting space works well for meetings).  There are several more interest 
groups we plan to meet with, including groups like the scouts, the Parkwood village HOA (that meets at 
CVLC), and the Baby Wearing Group.  Remember, this building is a blessing to more than just CVLC 
members! 
 
The architect is meeting with the Durham Planning Department in August to better ensure the plans he 
is working on will meet code and save us from too many surprises down the road.  And as the 
congregation desired in the motion made on June 27th, we hired an attorney to give us legal advice on 
the contracts we have signed.  So far, we have only signed an “initial contract” so the architect can get 
paid for the hours his team is working.  When the scope of the project is finalized, then the cost of the 
architect’s services will be set. 
 
As of July 13, the total funds raised to date is $182,289.66. Rev. Mike Ward, our campaign consultant, is 
very pleased with our progress.  We are well on our way!  Thank you for getting us off to a great start!  
Your generosity is making this ministry possible! 
 
 

“Thanks to everyone who is generously giving to our renovation campaign.  Please continue 
to pray that CVLC will always follow God’s plan and mission for us.” ~ Barbara Sappenfield 

I am most looking forward to having a new welcoming, inclusive, entrance that we can use to better greet our community and a 
sanctuary that will allow us to continue ministering in the area well into the future!  A sanctuary that can accommodate many 

different worship experiences so that we can introduce God to people in new ways.  Using the building in ways that better 
enable us to connect with each other, our community and God! ~ David Krebs 
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Upcoming Sunday Sermon Titles (a lot of Bread)

July 25 – the Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6)
Aug 1 – I Am the Bread of Life (the 1st of 7 “I Am”  
 statements in John)
Aug 8 – Down Religion (emphasized in John 6, vs.  
 38 & 44)
Aug 15 – Jesus will raise them up on the last day  
 (4x in John 6)
Aug 22 – Eating Jesus (John 6:53-56)
Aug 29 – Words defile, not Food (Mark 7)
Sept 5 – Crumbs of Grace (Mark 7)
Sept 12 – God’s Work Our Hands Sunday

~Pastor Ben Krey
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“I’M GETTING OLDER” 
(BY RALPH CARNEY 2020)

I’m getting older... my days are few
I’m getting tired, what can I do?
I see a chair, sit to gain strength
I can’t walk now for any length

I close my eyes... What do I see?
A little child looks back at me.
The little child resembles me
He sits alone, quietly playing.
Can he tell what my mind is saying?
His eyes are bright. His face just beams
Is this one of my wildest dreams?
Who is this child... my mind must know
This little child who affects me so?
I think again... What can I do?
A flash of intellect comes through

Old family photos... now I see
He looks like me when I was three
How did this image come to me?

I ponder deeply then I find
He is my gift through passed-down genes
To a future humankind.



CRAFT CAMP PICTURES!!!
Thank you, CVLC, for loving the children!
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RE-GATHERING BREAKFAST
HEALING SERVICE PICTURES!!
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Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

CVLC Council Minutes – 07-13-21
The meeting was called to order on Zoom at 6:32 with the following persons pres-
ent:  Corky Camin, Cristen Chappell, Julia Chappell, Neil Frank, Faye Fredrick, 
Matthew Hall, Pastor Ben Krey, Evelyn Martin, Beth Miller, John Moen, Linda Pu-
ente, Barbara Sappenfield, Dave Thomas, Elizabeth Webster. Pastor Krey led devo-
tions.
Beth moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as posted on Slack.  Ju-
lia seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously.
The treasurer’s report was prepared by Denise Santeramo and presented by Mat-
thew.  The greatest concern was that giving for the Renovation dropped dramatically 
in June.  The question was asked why giving on line is not possible.  The Resource 
team is working on a transition from Vanco to Breeze.  When that transition is com-
pleted on-line giving will be possible.  Neil suggested that a monthly visual report in 
the Venture (like a thermometer) might help to remind people of their commitments.  
Pastor asked for an acclamation praising Matthew for the excellent work in transi-
tioning the treasurer’s position to Denise.  Julia moved that the treasurer’s report be 
accepted.  Elizabeth seconded the motion. The report was accepted unanimously.
Pastor began his report by welcoming the new members to council and thanking 
those who were leaving. He reported that hybrid worship is going well though we 
will see some tweaking over the coming months.  Right now he is concerned be-
cause the ongoing pandemic prevents him from extending pastoral care to many 
who need It citing the example of both Harry Propst and John Heinemeier currently 
in the hospital where Pastor is not allowed to visit them.  Julia moved that the Pas-
tor’s report be accepted.  Evelyn seconded the motion.  The report was accepted 
unanimously.
The Resource team reports that Matthew, Denise, and Deb Schleusener have sought 
bookkeeping services but that all candidates have backed out before reaching an 
agreement. The resource team sent the following motion for Council consideration: 
moved that the Council authorize the Resource Team to negotiate a contract with an 
accounting firm, yet to be named, for consulting services not to exceed $2500.00 to 
assist in the correction of our Quickbook records and to assist in setting up a balance 
sheet and profit and loss statement for the preparation of the required loan docu-
ments for the renovation.
The question was asked, $2500.00 over what time period?  Matthew reported that 
$2500.00 is a cap and that the cost will be a one-time fee for cleaning up the books 
and that may not require the full amount.  Pastor added that there is some urgency 
with this matter because we will be applying for loans soon and the books must be 
in order.  Cristen made the motion to accept the motion as presented by Resource 
team; Dave seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Congregational Life posted an update to Slack that there will be a boxed breakfast 
fellowship hour outside on July 17th followed by a brief healing service.

~Continued on the next page
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Property reported that the old HVAC system has been removed from the church 
offices.
Pastor Ben started a new channel on Slack to include documents from the attor-
ney that has been hired to review contracts associated with the renovation.  He 
reminded us of the amendment proposed by Bob Feltey at the May 30 congrega-
tional meeting requiring that contracts for the renovation be reviewed by a lawyer 
before being signed. The congregation approved the motion with that amendment 
authorizing council to sign contracts with the architect and a construction firm. 
The new attorney, Casey Wentz, is a member of Christ the King and, according to 
Pastor, “totally understands Lutheran churches”. The attorney reviewed the archi-
tect’s initial contract and recommended that we sign it. Beth moved that we sign 
the initial contract.  Julia seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
At this point, Cristen thanked Julia, Beth and Barbara for their excellent service 
as council members over the previous several years and excused them from the 
meeting.
Elections were opened for officers of the Council.  It was noted that the term for 
these officers would only be until December because elections would be held for 
three positions again in November.  President is Elizabeth Webster.  Vice-Pres-
ident is Faye Fredrick.  Secretary is Linda Puente.  New liaisons to the ministry 
teams are:  Education – Evelyn Martin, Congregational Life – Matthew Hall, 
Outreach – Neil Frank, Resource – Corky Camin, Property – John Moen, and 
Worship – Dave Thomas.
The Council set the new meeting time at 7:15 on the second Tuesday of every 
month.  Pastor reviewed the goals for 2021 and indicated that goals for 2022 
needed to be set before the Resource team could draft the Mission Spending Plan 
for 2022 that would be presented to the congregation for approval in November.  
Council agreed to meet on August 14 at 10:00 a.m. to set goals.
Pastor reminded us that our covenant with Henry Miller must be reviewed each 
year and that we must find a mentor/guardian for Henry before he can return to 
the church in person.  During the pandemic that has not been an issue, but now 
that we have regathered, we must be prepared.
Devotions will be led by the following persons during the upcoming months:
August – Dave Thomas, Sept. – Faye Fredrick, Oct. – Neil Frank, Nov. – Linda 
Puente, Dec. – Evely Through June 30th, 2021 Through June 30th, 2021 Through 
June 30th, 2021 Through June 30th, 2021 n Martin.
John indicated that the bookkeeper had expressed concern that in the 2021 
Mission Spending plan the minister and the music director received raises but the 
secretary did not.  Dave Thomas reported that the Resource team was working on 
rectifying that and everyone would be contacted soon for a decision over Slack.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer at 8:22.



Who is Scott McElveen?

Some of you may have asked that question when we prayed for him and his fam-
ily several Sundays this summer.  Scott was one of Linda Puente's students some 
years ago and, even as a high school student, he knew he had a calling to be a 
missionary.  Some of you may remember that one Sunday back then he spoke at 
CVLC. This is what was printed in the bulletin that Sunday:
Scott McElveen, a 2010 graduate of Jordan High School, deferred his entrance to 
UNC by one year, jeopardizing some scholarship funds, in order to attend a 
bilingual mission school.  He has known for many years that he wants to do God’s 
work in the world, and he wanted to find out what that might look like so that he 
could best choose his course of study.  About the time his classmates began their 
first year at college, he reported to a mission school in Africa where the majority 
of the students are Latin American.  He was the only North American there. Mid-
year he moved from South Africa to Colombia to continue his internship. He had 
previously participated in mission work in Peru and Oaxaca, Mexico.  Scott has a 
gift for learning languages which has made his experiences very rich journeys in 
which he has been able to communicate with countless people.  Since then, he has 
completed his college education, married and started a family, and worked to make 
his vision come true.  On August 3, he and his family will head to Africa where 
they will begin work at a Fula Retreat and Discipleship Center, where a group of 
Fula refugees are preparing themselves to bring the word of Jesus to others of their 
tribe. Scott and Emily would appreciate your prayers of support.
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
The Women met online on Wednesday, July 14th, for Bible Study on the story of 
the woman and the man in the garden of Eden and the consequences of their ac-
tions after the Devil’s manipulation of God’s warning about eating from the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Our plans in August are to discuss the story of 
the Potiphar’s wife who had evil plans to “have her way” with Joseph who was a 
slave was in charge of her husband’s household.  If you read Genesis 39, you will 
be ready to share your ideas about this story.

Please consider joining us at our next meeting on August 11th at 10 AM.  The 
link to our meeting is on the CVLC website under option #4.  We always have 
fellowship time so bring your favorite beverage and join the conversation.  All 
are welcome!

FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness is not made possible by our determination.  Forgiveness 
is made possible by our cooperation with what God has already done 
for us.
Holding a grudge is letting someone live rent-free in your head.  It 
costs you your time, energy, and peace and costs the other person 
absolutely nothing.

AS WE FORGIVE 
Forgiveness is not for the sake of the offender but for our own sake.  
We forgive in order to be free from bondage to past hurts and to be 
released for a better life going forward.  Along the path of forgiveness, 
it may take time to come to a place of reconciliation or release.  It is 
important to allow ourselves to move at our own pace until we can 
feel free.
When we walk the path of forgiveness, we tap into something deep 
within us — our basic human need to be in relationship with others.  
We become free from those past hurts and we help make the world a 
better place.  Thanks be to God for teaching us how to forgive others 
just as He forgives us.

~ Daily Grace Blog, June 21, 2021.

Creating God, we are thankful for all that you have done and all that you 
continue to do in our world today.  May your Spirit awaken us to be people of 
action today in building up others and the Kingdom of God.  Amen.     
 (From the Moravian Daily Texts)



Parkwood Playgrounds Work Days

Saturday, July 31st 8:30 AM-- Sedwick Park Playground
Saturday, August 7th 8:30 AM-- Hidden Park Playground
Saturday, August 14th 8:30 AM-- Tot Lot Playground

Early start to beat the heat-- please come and help. Contact 
Kam at thesonicproject@gmail.com or 919-636-8990 (text ok 
too!)
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General Fund Update
through June 30, 2021

YtD
% of 
Budget

Budget 121,218.00 €
Giving $120,547.65) 99.45%
Expense $101,401.24) 83.65%
Net 
Surplus/
(Deficit) $19,146.41)



12

THANKFULNESS AS PART OF STEWARDSHIP

In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSV) we read “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Thankfulness is built on a base of trust you have in Jesus.  When thankful words get stuck in 
your throat, you need to look at how much trust you have in Him.  When thankfulness flows 
freely from your heart and lips, your gratitude draws you closer to Jesus.  He wants you to learn 
the art of giving thanks in all circumstances.  Start by counting how many times a day you thank 
Jesus as this will make you more aware of the multitude of blessings He has bestowed on you, 
i.e., ability to get out of bed, ability to hear the coffee brewing, ability to brush your teeth with 
clean water, ability to decide what you want to do or not do this day, etc.  The giving of thanks 
will cushion the impact of the trials and tribulations when they come your way.  When you prac-
tice the discipline of thankfulness, you become better at knowing and feeling Jesus’ presence in 
your life.  He has assured you that He will never leave your side in this world and the next.

Always remember to thank Jesus daily for all He has done and continues to do for you. On the 
top of that list is that Jesus broke every barrier between us and God!

~ The Stewardship Team



QUALITIES OF A “GOOD” CHRISTIAN 
“Let’s go, push yourself!” The exercise instructor yelled.  “We didn’t come here to be mediocre!”  
I laughed and clumsily attempted the physical feat she demonstrated so easily.  After class, I 
joked that given my age and lifelong lack of coordination, I aspire to be mediocre.

If you have played a sport, taken exercise classes, or worked with a personal trainer, then you 
have probably heard similar encouragement.  Doing a little more at each workout makes us 
stronger and more fit.  But the drive to always be better, faster, and stronger isn’t limited to the 
fitness world.  We hear the same messages at our jobs, in our schools, and even in advertising.  
Just walk into a bookstore and see the ever-growing “self-help” section that testifies to the human 
longing to improve ourselves.

This desire also flows into our spiritual lives.  We all want to be “good Christians,” with what-
ever behaviors we think that involves.  A “good” Christian reads through the Bible every year.  
A “good” Christian doesn’t yell at his or her children.  A “good” Christian wouldn’t be bored at 
church.  A “good” Christian prays faithfully and never allows his/her mind to wander to other 
thoughts.

When I read verses like 2 Peter 1:5-7 (ESV) which says “Make every effort to supplement your 
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love”, it is easy to feel that I can never measure up.  I try to read my 
Bible and pray every day but sometimes I don’t.  And when I go back to whatever devotional or 
reading plan I started, the self-recrimination starts: “I’ve missed how many days?  I should have 
done better.  Ugh.  Why can’t I get my act together?”

When I was a child, I heard that “Bible” stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.  For 
a long time that is all I thought the Bible was — a book of life lessons and rules.  Rules that I 
could never live up to.  When read through that lens, the list of virtues, the fruits of the Spirit, 
and what are meant to be encouraging exhortations, they all sound like condemnations.

But the Bible is not a self-help manual.  It is not even about us.  It is the story of who God is and 
what He has done for us.  When we read the Bible to get to know God and His ways, we can 
drop all of the self-focused ways we strive to make us “good” Christians.

Let us look at that passage in 2 Peter again.  It doesn’t start with “make every effort.”  It starts 
here: “His (Christ’s) divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence, by what He 
has granted to us His precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire.  For this very reason, make every effort….” (2 Peter 1:3-5b, ESV)

Jesus, through His life, death, and resurrection, has already given us what we need for godliness, 
whether we’re “good” Christians or not.  We just need to “make every effort” to participate in the 
gifts of grace, life, and power that we already have, thanks to Jesus.  When I’m striving to be a 
“good” Christian and trying to prove myself to God or others, I’m going to fail every time.

When my greatest aim is to know God and how He loves us — well, I’ll still fail.  But if I run to 
God when I sin, instead of berating myself and running away, I will want to read the Bible, pray 
and love others better.  I don’t do this to earn points on a nonexistent scorecard.  I do it to partici-
pate in the life and godliness that Jesus has already given me.

When I begin with God’s grace instead of my own self-improvement, I notice how kind God is 
and how tender He is with His people — even when they sin, even when they fail, even when 
they can’t see God in the face of Jesus and put Him to death.  You see, it doesn’t matter if we are 
“good Christians” because there is no such thing.  There is only the grace and forgiveness and 
love of Jesus.  Pushing myself harder might work in my exercise class — but thanks be to God, 
Jesus loves mediocre Christians.

From the July 26, 2021, blog from Jennifer Gross, a Christian writer.  
I hope you enjoyed reading. (Barbara Sappenfield)
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PASS IT ON
Romans 10:14 ESV — 
How then will they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed?   And how are they to be-
lieve in Him of whom they have never heard?  
And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?
Traditionally, the Olympics begin by transfer-
ring the flame torch from the site of the origi-
nal contests in Olympia, Greece, to where the 

games will be held next.  It is a privilege to be chosen as a torchbearer.  Athletes, 
actors, musicians, sports figures, and politicians have all carried the Olympic 
torch, passing it on to the next person in the procession as it moves toward its 
final destination.  It is an impressive sight with millions of people watching the 
centuries-old pageant on television.  This initial spectacle concludes when the 
fire lights the hosting stadium’s torch.  Then it’s time for the contests to begin.
The sharing of our faith works something like this.  With the atoning work for 
our sins accomplished by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection two thousand 
years ago, His message to His disciples was to take the Gospel out into the 
whole world.  He told them, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 28:19 ESV).  Since then the fire of faith has spread to the earth’s dis-
tant corners as we see many people around the world sharing the flame of the 
Gospels with others.
The apostle Paul knew too that reaching others with the light of salvation means 
sharing the Good News of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  “So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ” (Romans 10:17 ESV).  As 
God’s people in this great marathon of faith, preaching is our duty and a blessed 
opportunity to participate in the growth of God’s kingdom on earth.  It is our 
obligation and responsibility to bring the torch of faith to all we meet along our 
road of life.
How wonderful it is when God uses us to share the Gospel with others.  Further-
more, how we rejoice when we see people throughout the world who are moved 
by the Holy Spirit to receive in faith Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  These peo-
ple can then say, along with the apostle Paul, “Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:1 ESV).
How blessed also when these same people - newly redeemed by God’s grace - 
take up the Gospel torch and join in sharing His story of salvation with others!
~ Daily Devotion written by Igor Savich, director of LHM-Russia, July 29, 2021.
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September Birthdays

1 Camden Justice
2 Victoria Green
3  Carter Merritt
4 Alan Webster
5 Ben Ward
6 Renee Carroll
7  Scott Arnold
7 Jacob Chappell
8 Michael Green
9 Joleen Propst
9 Ann Redick
10  Doris Kelly
11 Radikha Gangadeen
11 Alta Lindsay
12 Claudia Matamoros
18  Judy Camin
18 Christy Wilson
25 Corky Camin
22 Bev Ward
29 Jonah Krey

September Anniversaries

4 Larry & Denise santeramo
29 Bryan & Cristen Chappell
29 Jennifer & Nahum Matamoros
29 Jim & Carol Schraffenberger

                 

August Birthdays

4 Evelyn Martin
5 Al Bradshaw
6 Maria McDonald
6 Henry Krebs
9 Dave Thomas
14 David Seibert
16 Susan Feltey
17 Linda Puente
19 Eileen Morgan
22 Nahum Matamoros
23 Joyce Visconti
27 John Moen
28 Julia Chappell
31 Judy Meade

August Anniversaries

11 Neil Frank & Marlene Schmidt
12 Ken & Kathy Hopson
13 Deb & JD Godbolt
16 Judy & Corky Camin

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Elizabeth Webster   919-619-4544                
 Vice President                  Faye Fredrick       919-908-7766   
 Treasurer                  Denise Santeramo   919-218-7477             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         
 Cong. Life Ministry Team Marlene Schmidt     513-235-0020 
                  Judy Camin                             919-341-5692
              Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   Barbara Sappenfield    919-627-3952
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477

 Congregational Council
Elizabeth Webster(President) ............919-619-4544 
Faye Fredrick (V President)............... 919-908-7766
Denise Santeramo (Treasurer)......     919-218-7477
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Neil Frank..................................           513-476-0079
Dave Thomas...............................         216-210-4555
Corky Camin......................                  919-341-8048
Matthew Hall.............................           919-624-8896
John Moen...............................             919-949-6910
Evelyn Martin ............................       919-645-7188
Bookkeeper:
Deb Schleusener........................        919-372-8454       
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
Triangle Babywearers   Sarah Rodriguez
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