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This hymn which is in the LBW and ELW was written by Martin Rinkart.  Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, “Martin Rinkart was a Lutheran minister who came to 
Eilenburg, Saxony at the beginning of the Thirty Years' War. The walled city of 
Eilenburg became the refuge for political and military fugitives, but the result 
was overcrowding, and deadly pestilence and famine. Armies overran it three 
times. The Rinkart home was a refuge for the victims, even though he was often 
hard-pressed to provide for his own family. During the height of a severe plague 
in 1637, Rinkart was the only surviving pastor in Eilenburg, conducting as many 
as 50 funerals in a day. He performed more than 4000 funerals in that year, in-
cluding that of his wife.”

Look at the words of the hymn again.  Look at the title.  Look at the life of Martin 
Rinkart and ask yourself, “how did he write ‘Now Thank We All Our God’”?

There’s a difference between joy and happiness.  You can be happy for a moment, 
but happiness doesn’t last when life is hard.  Joy, however, is different.  Joy will 
last through the ups and downs.  Joy is connected to that “peace that passes all 
understanding.”  That peace that is way down deep in your soul, that peace that 
the strongest storm cannot shake it loose.  Martin Rinkart had that joy.  And from 
that place he wrote this hymn even as he was doing 50 funerals a day.
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This is Holy Week.  As Dr. Tony Campolo said, “it’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming.”  
(Check out the sermon here: https://vimeo.com/13304347, it is well worth your 
time.)  When you know Easter is coming, you can have joy on Good Friday.  You 
are not happy that Jesus died on the cross, but you can have joy knowing that you 
are redeemed and that Jesus ultimately defeated death and the devil and, more than 
that, is coming back for the final victory.

This is our second Easter outside of the Sanctuary.  The pandemic has lasted over 
a year.  It has claimed over half a million lives in the US and nearly 2.8 million 
worldwide.  As things are looking brighter in the US with more and more people 
getting vaccinated, Brazil just set a record high for coronavirus deaths in a day 
earlier this Holy week.

Paul asks the question - "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trou-
ble or hardship or persecution or famine [or disease or cornonavirus or COVID-19] 
or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written, 'For Your sake we face death 
all day long: we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.' No, in all these things, 
we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."  [Romans 
8:35-39]

We have nothing to fear!  COVID reminds us that Christ Offers Victory Instead of 
Defeat!  There might not be much to be happy about but as Resurrection People we 
have a joy that cannot be moved this Holy Week.

~Pastor Ben
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OVERTHINKING, We all do it! 

Overthinking takes over when what we think gets in the way of what we 
want or should do.  Overthinking is not a personality trait.  It is the sneaki-
est, greediest form of fear.  It is sneaky because overthinking masquerades as 
the need to be better prepared or to do at another time or do when we have 
more courage to go forward.  It is greedy because it gobbled up our time, our 
creativity, and our energy.  It steals a creation of a new business that your 
friends/neighbors/colleagues could or do need.  It steals the idea for a book 
that would bring knowledge and enjoyment to the rest of the world.  It steals 
the hope of using your God-given talents for the betterment of your neighbors 
or the world.

Have you ever judged an idea as “too dumb” to even write down or learn 
more about to see if it feasible?  That is overthinking.  Do you cross examine 
every new idea or adventure until you are afraid to take the next step?  That is 
overthinking.  When you overthink you are using Novocain on your ideas and 
dreams.

How do we break this overthinking habit?  First we can identify when it hap-
pens.  Next we can talk to God about it.  He is the Great Listener.  He will help 
you over the stumbling blocks and keep you focused.

God wants you, His child, to be faithful, confident, and loving to those around 
you.  He wants you to reflect His love and caring with your neighbors and the 
world by both your words and actions.  Remember that many times your ac-
tions speak much louder than your words.  

Thanks be to God for making each of us unique so our talents and ideas can 
work together with others for a better community where everyone is valued.

~ The Stewardship Team



RENOVATION UPDATE

The Renovation Team submitted three possible budgets to 
council in March.  One has no additional loan, one requires a 
small loan/mortgage, and one requires a large loan/mortgage.  
Council will now decide the next steps.  There will likely be at 
least one all-member discussion meeting before the congrega-
tional meeting where the congregation votes on the plan.  After 
the congregation votes on the plan, Council will sign contracts 
with the architect, contractor, AV consultant, etc.  When the ar-
chitect finishes the detailed schematic drawings, he will work 
with the City of Durham to get the building permit and make the 
changes they require before we can break ground.

In other renovation news, Jim Goodwin and Bob Feltey are 
looking into options and costs for the church sewage system 
(there was $50,000 budgeted for Sewer in case we need to or 
choose to install a drain pipe into the sewage line under Kristen 
Marie).  After Easter, the architect is sending his engineering 
team to CVLC to get us a better estimate on the HVAC options 
and costs (there was $175,000 budgeted for HVAC).

A special prayer for the Renovation

Dear Good and Gracious Lord, you have shown us boundless 
mercy and love throughout our lives and continue to shower us 
more each day.  Although our daily lives have changed because 
of this pandemic, your CVLC children have enthusiastically em-
braced the Together Campaign.  Your Vision, Your Plans, and 
Your Timing will bring changes to our building so we can bet-
ter support our current missions and the new ones that you will 
be bringing forward.  We joyously praise Your name and send 
shouts of our thanks for Your generosity.  Amen.
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A Survey for all Lutherans~~~~~~~From ECLA’s Presiding 
Bishop, Elizabeth A. Eaton
 “In 2019, the Lutheran World Federation “LWF” launched 
a study process to explore the ways our global Lutheran 
identities are lived out through biblical interpretation, wor-
ship and the work of justice, peace and reconciliation. As a 
member of the LWF, the ELCA is taking part in this unique 
study process in a number of ways as we examine our Lu-
theran identity in our own context here in North America. 
We hope this process will allow us to experience the diverse 
ways our Lutheran tradition is being lived out. This is an 
opportunity to discern the ways in which we, in our own con-
texts, express law and gospel, faith and works, nature and 
grace, justification and sanctification, freedom and vocation 
– all parts of our common theological identity. This Lent, I 
invite you to reflect on your Christian and Lutheran identi-
ties by participating in the Global Survey On Being 
Lutheran.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MCXJG5H

The survey will be open through March 31, and responses 
gathered will help to shape the 13th LWF Assembly in 2023.”
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Crop Walk 2021!
The 2021 Durham CROP Hunger 
Walk will be between April 10-18. To 
join or donate to our team, use the 
link below or search for “Christus 
Victor” on the CROP walk website. 
(This event will be virtual again.)

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/
christus-victor?participant=david-seibert

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Generosity is an important part of Thrivent Financial and the company provides 
Thrivent Choice Dollars based on your ownership of their products.  You, as a 
member, can make a financial impact on charities and/or non-profit organiza-
tions that are important to you.  More than 40,000 churches and non-profits are 
currently enrolled in the program and Christus Victor Lutheran Church-Durham 
is one of them.  Thrivent wants these charitable outreach funds to be spent by 
their members so if you have a Thrivent Financial product, please go into your 
personal account and select how you want your Thrivent Choice Dollars spent.  
If you prefer to contact the company by phone, please call 800-847-4836 and 
someone will get you to the correct department.  Spending these funds is like 
giving away someone else’s money and helps a charity/church/non-profit during 
these unpredictable economic times.

Our Goal is to raise $7,000 
this year! 

Last year we got the Silver 
Sneaker Award!

Raised so far: $2,215 

(Pictured left is Pastor Ben with 
Spencer Bradford;picture taken 
March 19, 2021)



Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

Summary of Minutes of CVLC Council Meeting – 03-9-2021

All council members were present for the March 9th meeting.  Minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted. The treasurer reported that we currently have a 
credit with the electric company because we’ve been paying with an automated 
payment system based on average use but use this year has been way below aver-
age.

Pastor noted that it has been a full year since we last had a service in the building 
but that we have still been actively involved in our mission in many ways.  Pastor 
will be taking vacation the week after Easter.  The synod will provide video for 
the service the Sunday after Easter.  Pastor’s report was accepted.

The Renovation Team met on March 1 and drew up a list of questions for the 
architect.  The architect was not present for the meeting scheduled on March 4, so 
that meeting will have to be rescheduled.

Elizabeth Webster announced that Congregation Life will hold a Zoom meeting 
on Saturday, March 20, at 10 a.m. in order to generate ideas for upcoming events.  
Everyone in the congregation is encouraged to participate.
Under Old Business, The Together Campaign has received to date 66 commitment 
cards and $583,138 in commitments, including the sale of Ralph Carney’s van.  
Matthew Hall has investigated several bookkeeping firms and explained why he 
would like to recommend one of them to the Resource Team.  Council agreed to 
that action.

Under New Business, Linda Puente described The Health and Wellness Initia-
tive of the N.C. Council of Churches and made a motion that we should join that 
group.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Cristen Chappell reported that 
Dave and Cathy Thomas had agreed to represent the congregation at the annual 
Synod Assembly.  A notice will be posted in the Blast to see if anyone else would 
like to attend as well.

A short discussion about beginning to reopen the church led to the decision to pass 
several ideas to the Regathering Team and act by means of Slack on whatever 
recommendation they put forward.  The council will make the final decision about 
regather.
Council agreed to meet again to discuss leadership structure on March 20 from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

~Submitted by Linda Puente, CVLC Council Secretary 
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YtD % of Budget
Budget 40,406.00$  
Giving 40,275.59$  99.68%
Expense 35,826.14$  88.67%
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 4,449.45$    

General Fund Update
through February 28, 2021



10

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

The Women of the Church met on Wednesday, March 10th, for an hour of con-
versation regarding service projects for this year.  Several of the ladies are patching 
quilt tops, following the Lutheran World Relief guidelines, in preparation for the 
opening of the church building so these quilts can be assembled and tied.  Lutheran 
World Relief will be keeping our church’s Quilters informed of the status of the 
LWR programs as it all depends on the international pandemic situation.

Our next online gathering will be Wednesday, April 14th, at 10AM.  The online link 
is on the church’s website.  We invite anyone to join us for fellowship and discussion 
of future service projects.

ON GOD’S SCHEDULE

As the calendar months flow from one month to another, God’s creation seems to 
sense that changes are coming and there are rituals that must be performed in prepa-
ration.  Seeing the way these activities happen on His schedule year after year brings 
renewal to me also.  I try to make myself more aware of these changes so I don’t miss 
any of the beauty God created with the seasons.  Each change reminds me again that 
God is faithful, God is good, and God loves me and all humankind.

God has set the timing of changes to occur for all things created, and I rejoice to see 
this played out in nature.  New birth comes in spring, steady growth comes in summer, 
a slow closing down happens in fall, and dormancy and rest in winter completes the 
cycle.  I rejoice and thank God each day as I enjoy and see the visual reminders of all 
these benefits because the world is on God’s schedule.

Women of the ELCA devotion for March’s 17, 2021.
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May Birthdays

2  Carrie Butler
5 Jennifer Thomasen
9  Corina Martha Matamoros
13 Harry Propst
24 Jim Goodwin
27 Betty Lyles
28 Rev. Ben Krey

March Anniversaries

18 Ben & Bev Ward
19  David Ernsthausen & Kim Stallings

                 

April Birthdays

16 Kathy Hopson
21 Scott Justice
21 Cathy Thomas
26 David Krebs
29 Olivia Trantas

April Anniversaries

18 Gerry & Carrie Butler
28 Jim & Elaine Goodwin

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office. If your child has moved or if you know of any 
names that should be removed from our list, please 
let the church office know



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707                
 Vice President                  Barbara Sappenfield      918-381-2722     
 Treasurer                  Matthew Hall    919-624-8896             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Joan Wilson    919-942-7208
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         Cong. Life Ministry Team          
    Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   David Ernsthausen    919-614-3724
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-949-6910

 Congregational Council
Cristen Chappell (President) ...........  919-419-0707 
Barbara Sappenfield (V President)    918-381-2722
Matthew Hall (Treasurer).............      919-624-8896 
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Beth Miller...................................         919-544-7061
Dave Thomas...............................        216-210-4555
Elizabeth Webster.......................         919-619-4544
Julia Chappell.............................          919-632-3561
John Moen...............................             919-949-6910
Bookkeeper:
Deb Schleusener........................        919-372-8454       
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
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