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Jesus taught “no one pours new wine 
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the 
wine will burst the skins, and both 
the wine and the wineskins will be 
ruined. No, they pour new wine into 
new wineskins.” (Mark 2:22) The 
old wine was the teachings of Moses 
that the Pharisees taught in the Syna-
gogue.  The Pharisees often 
mistaught the law of Moses as they 
put “keeping the Sabbath holy” 
above “love your neighbor.”  They 

put the law above love.  Jesus is the new wine.  No longer do you work your way 
into heaven by following the Law of Moses.  Now, everyone is saved by what 
Jesus did on the cross.

When you try to put grace into the Pharisee’s teaching, it’s like putting new wine 
into old wineskins.  The old wineskins would burst (perhaps from growing fer-
mentation), and you lose both the wineskins and the new wine.

What happens when God gives a congregation a new mission, and the congrega-
tion tries to fit that new mission into their old ways or even their old building?  
Maybe it won’t “burst,” but it would at least be like trying to fit a round peg into 
a square hole.  It just won’t work.  God has given us a new mission to fearlessly 
trust God, accept all others, ourselves, and our calling to give comfort. It’s 
time for new wineskins.

Accept All Others: We can accept all others better with more accessible entrances, 
better lighting in the Sanctuary, and improved acoustics.  I have hope we can find 
artwork that will make our building more welcoming to other cultures, and help 
us learn more about other cultures so we can love more fully.  

Accept Ourselves: We can accept ourselves better by acknowledging that kneel-
ing for communion is getting harder on many of our knees.  It would be more 
welcoming to ourselves to have a physical space designed for some people to 
stand while other kneels.  

Give Comfort: Imagine a funeral at the church.  Imagine an elderly widow with 
a stroller or wheelchair coming into the main entrance with her family.  She is 
welcomed by a greeter and a working elevator the family can use together.  That’s 
giving comfort beyond what our building currently provides.

Fearlessly Trust God:  What is God calling us to do?  It’s time to get new wine-
skins.

~Pastor Ben

Wineskins
(Pastor’s Message)
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Renovation News
Building Out God’s Mission Together

Reformation Sunday, All Saints Sunday,  
new members recognized, completely rei-
maging the Living Nativity to create the 
Durham 2020 Christmas Story, helping 
neighbors in need.  Ministry continues at 
CVLC!

Now, there is a vision for ministry to 
thrive at CVLC!  On All Saints Sunday 

Nov 1st, you saw the drawings from the architect on how we can build out God’s Mis-
sion together.  (The drawings are posted in this email too.)  Many people found wor-
ship to be very good in Fellowship Hall, but soon Fellowship Hall can be Fellowship 
Hall again.  And I think you will find worship to be even better in the updated Sanctu-
ary for both the Band Led and Choir Led worship services.

I cannot wait for CVLC to live out God’s Mission in a building that is more accept-
ing of all others.  During the week and on Sundays, people will not just walk into the 
church office, but a welcoming reception area.  If someone needs mobility help, they 
will not be limited to entering through the church office.  Many of us, including yours 
truly, are so used to using the church office entrance that we think of it as the entrance.  
But, imagine an entrance designed to welcome people into God’s House instead of 
someone’s office.

God has given us a vision through the architect’s work that we can build in bite sized 
pieces.  When the sanctuary is improved and the building is more accessible, the vi-
sion is just beginning.  There will still be a big classroom to be built and, one day, an 
outdoor pavilion.  Just imagine the different types of community ministry that we can 
provide from that space!  Maybe we are hungry enough to take 2 or 3 bites at once!

If the Lord gives the growth, we have a plan to build an educational wing & lobby in 
the future to accommodate 300 people in the 
Sanctuary at one time.  That means we could 
have 600 people/Sunday or 900 people/weekend 
with 3 services.  Today, God is calling us to take 
the first step together.
~Pastor Ben
(See all drawings in PDF attanched in this 
email.)

http://cvlcrenovation.org/



4

So what’s YOUR story?
 – DEADLINE 18 NOVEMBER
Help us get to know you better!  

We are collecting CVLC’s story of generosity, and it begins 
with you!  Tell us what generosity means to you.  To help cre-
ate your story, please find examples below from others who 
have written their story.  Some questions to help you form 
thoughts would be: 
• How did you learn generosity?
• How have you experienced generosity?
• Share a story about how you witnessed generosity.
• How do you continue to grow in generosity?
 
Everyone is welcome to contribute!
 

What do your kids think? Please ask them about generosity and write down their thoughts or ask 
them to draw a picture.
 
We’d love a picture of you!  We want everyone to know whose words they are reading, so in ad-
dition to your story, please send a digital picture of yourself that we can include with your entry. 
It can be a formal picture, a picture from your favorite vacation, or a picture of you participating 
in your favorite hobby -- something that reflects you.
 
QUESTIONS? Contact Barb Trapp-Moen, barbtm@fastmail.com, (919) 949-9970
 
DETAILS:
~ We encourage submission as soon as possible (deadline = 18 November).
~Text can be in any electronic form (preferably directly in an email, a MS Word document,   
or a Google Doc, or plain txt file) and of any length, up to 1 page.
~Pictures should be JPG or PNG file format (standard digital picture files).  
~If you have a “hard copy” contribution (i.e. crayon drawing from kids), we can work   
from a snapshot of the artwork from your phone. If that isn’t possible, please let Deb know and 
we can make alternative arrangements.
~Send us your favorite picture of you!  If you don’t have one – we can use your CVLC directory 
photo.

• Email submission to Deb Schleusener at ncdeb100@gmail.com.
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JULIE ENSLIN 

Sharing with Others a Childhood Lesson 

A lasting lesson of generosity 
was taught to me by my 
friend’s family when we were 
children.  I remember being 
welcomed into their home to 
stay for dinner on weeknights, 

to join them on a trip out of 
town, to wear tennis shoes or 

clothes that no longer fit their children.  I realize 
now that the feeling of generosity did not come 
from them giving me things (though they clearly 
did); it was recognizing and sharing abundance.  
The act of sharing things with me really made an 
impact and I often remember their family when I 
consider how I interact with my children’s friends 
and our neighbors.  The act of sharing makes me 
look at my things differently, too.  I see that we 
have plenty of food, our experiences are enriched 
by these awesome kids, and that the things we 
can’t use still are valuable.  

Generosity to me has meant sharing my resources 
with others – such as my time, money, food and 
patience – in as limited or unlimited a capacity as 
circumstances allow.  I have been the recipient of 
generosity in moments of need at different times - 
a friend lending an ear to listen to me gripe about a 
stressful circumstance, a sister letting me live with 
her family for a while and scholarship money 
accepted for tuition or camp fees. 
    I am grateful for how Good Shepherd shares its 
resources with the Madison and Verona 
communities, how we share with one another, and 
I am excited to see how we will continue to 
“church” in ways we cannot even imagine yet. 

Julie has been a member since getting married at the newly-built 
Verona campus in October 2003. She is married to Josh with 3 
sons (Henry, Charlie, George) and works as an occupational 
therapist.

 

STEVE FREI 

Generosity: Generation to Generation 
While having a generous spirit can be created in 
many different manners, I believe that creating a 
generous spirit in our children is a responsibility 
we all have as Christian parents. Looking back 
at my own parents, I saw in them 
examples of: 

1. Writing a check each Sunday, putting 
that check into the church envelope 
and placing that envelope in the 
collection plate as it passed our family 
in church. 
 

2. Freely giving of time and serving on 
church committees and boards. 
 

3. Encouraging us while children to give 
financially and of our time to the church and 
other needs in the community. 
 

These examples of generosity were ingrained in my 
spirit with a recognition that we were only giving 
back to God or to others what He had first given to 
us. During our years of involvement with our Good 
Shepherd family, Jan and I have tried to 
consistently model that same generosity of time 
and finances for our three sons. Now as grown, 

married men and members of their own churches, 
we see them continuing to live the lessons I was 
taught 50 years ago by a prior generation. 

The gifts of time and money that we have had the 
privilege to share with our community at 

Good Shepherd have consistently come 
back to us in blessings far greater than 

our original gift. Those gifts have 
included a sense of 
fellowship/community, place of 
feeling at home and abundant 
support in time of need. Sharing and 
modeling the spirit of generosity is 

both a privilege and responsibility we 
are given to model for our children and 

the greater community.  Let us give 
generously to fulfill that responsibility from 

generation to generation.  
“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes 
from you, and we have given you only what comes 
from your hand.”    1 CHRONICLES 29:14 
 

Steve and Jan Frei have been members of Good Shepherd for 25 
years. They have three children: Seth, Ross and Ian. Steve is an 
engineer.



 

B E Y O N D   |  STORIES OF GENEROSITY                                                      11 

 

DAN VIEGUT 

Those Who Share Time and Love Provide Lessons in Generosity 
Two men from my childhood 

taught me about the 
concepts of generosity, 
though I didn’t realize it for 
years.  The first was an 
uncle.  After my father died 
when I was just eleven, one 

of my uncles, Uncle Dave, 
stepped up to take on certain 

roles of fatherhood in the lives of my brothers and 
me.  He took the time to teach us to love the 
outdoors the way our father did. He taught us to 
hunt and fish and to simply enjoy the outdoors. He 
also taught us about hard work and the sense of 
accomplishment that comes from a job well done.  
He did the same for other families in similar 
circumstances, giving his time and love to a dozen 
boys and girls.   

The second man who taught me about generosity 
was my small group leader when I went through 
confirmation myself.  We remain friends to this 

day.  Earl, and his wife Jan, had children my age 
and were involved in many capacities in our church 
including confirmation, “Luther League,” finance, 
governance, etc.  As busy as he was, Earl always had 
time for others.   

I learned first-hand from Uncle Dave and Earl the 
tremendous impact that generosity with one’s time 
can have on others.  Earl’s example influenced my 
own decision to become a small group leader and 
continues to be an inspiration.  Uncle Dave taught 
me that a little love and sharing time with others 
has a lasting, often lifelong, effect.  

I am grateful that Good Shepherd provides me with 
the opportunity to share my time and experiences 
with others. 

Dan has been a member since moving to Madison in 2001. He is 
married to Maria with two daughters (Madeline and Amelia). 
Dan works for a biotechnology company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaking Bread by Pastor Ben Krey 
I grew up with immense privilege and blessings. My maternal grandfather, 
Papa, lived the American Dream. He started as a bank teller out of high school 
and retired as the president of the bank. As a banker, he taught us “The banks 
have enough money. Never take out a loan.” Obviously, there are exceptions to 
that overstatement. And, obviously, his paycheck and my family’s wealth, came 
in large part because of those bank loans. So, my parents saved and saved and 
saved for me to go to college.  Without any financial aid or five-figure scholar-
ships, I graduated Northeastern University still with money in the bank. And then 
I did something financially stupid – I went to seminary. 
My senior year of seminary, the money ran out. Had I taken out a student loan, 
that year would have been easier. But, Papa said “never take out a loan.” So, it 
never crossed my mind. That same year, I turned 26-and-a-half and was removed 
from my parents’ health care plan. The seminary dining hall was closed on 
weekends. I remember having less money in my bank account than the price of 
a gallon of milk. One day, I went through the seat cushions in my car and found 
thirteen cents ($0.13). When I deposited those two nickels and three pennies at 
Bank of America, the look the teller gave me said it all.  (I wonder what kind of 
look Papa would have given me.) 
I remember when someone would buy me a fast food hamburger. I would eat it 
knowing I could not afford it. 
Today, I love meeting people over lunch. (During this pandemic, I miss how I 
cannot break bread together with old friends or soon-to-be friends.) And I always 
offer to pay. It is my way of responding to the grace I am living in today. Thanks 
be to God that I am in a position where I can buy someone else lunch!
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Greetings from the Parktown Food Hub!
It is a core principle of the Parktown Food Hub 
that we will never require people to “demon-
strate need.” Although we do have to collect 
a small amount of information for the federal 
program that has been providing some of the 
food during the coronavirus pandemic, we do 
not believe that it is our place to judge whether a 
family “is really in need.”

This is not to say that some families have greater need than others, but we feel 
totally inadequate to judge what that need is. If a family comes to the Parktown 
Food Hub then we assume they have some need that they believe food will 
help meet.
It’s hard sometimes because some people are very frustrating. For example, 
one family came on a Thursday but all of the non-perishables from Monday 
were still in their trunk. Another group brings a Suburban that is so full of tires 
and junk that it’s hard to find space for the three portions of food that they re-
ceive. In spite of situations like that, we have decided to just assume that every 
carrot, every onion, every package of chicken is somehow meeting a need. 
That Jesus is somehow saying “YOU are the one who can meet that need.”
And there are all kinds of needs: a young woman whose father died of COVID 
and was crying as she waited in line. Another woman brings me small amounts 
of donations – often strange things! – and then stays to talk for half an hour. 
We have children (including some children of CVLC) who quiver with excite-
ment to be helping and adults who spend hours talking and sharing with one 
another as they pack boxes and wait for people to show up for their Monday 
appointments. Especially now during COVID-time, we seem to be meeting all 
sorts of needs.
One thing I was struggling to figure out was how to bring the cohort of volun-
teers together with the cohort of people who come to get food. A member of 
Peace Covenant Church of the Brethren had talked to me before the Hub even 
existed about some materials for Story Circles, a way of bringing people with 
differences together for conversations that deepen relationships and help us 
learn about how other people see the world. 
In our first Story Circle session, the facilitator said “we must have at least 10 
people” so I invited 12, hand-picked from all of the hub constituencies. On the 
day of the event, 10 people had arrived and I was SO RELIEVED. And then 
one more came. It was as if God was saying “you need 10? I’ll send you 11. 
Because that’s how I roll. When you are walking with me you will be show-
ered with abundance.”
The Story Circles were a huge hit, another part of the unfolding of the vision 
that was planting in Aja Purnell-Mitchell and I in October 2018. This is a story 
of how God kept planting seed, watering the seed (sometimes with a thunder-
storm!) and leading the people who need to be together to the place where their 
needs and gifts would intersect.
God is planting seeds for you, too. You are producing fruit – literally in your 
garden and spiritually in your hearts as you step up to love the people of com-
munity. Thank you for sharing your love and care with us at the Parktown 
Food Hub.

In peace and great joy,
Pastor Sharon Schulze
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Our Offerings
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:21    NSRV

Our offerings are an act of worship.  They give us an opportunity to respond in gratitude to the grace, love, and 
mercy of God.  It is a way to put our faith and trust in the Lord into action.  The Lord speaks to us in His Word.  
We hear and receive His forgiveness and then graciously we offer our prayers of thanks.   In addition and in 
recognition for all that He has done for us, we can give back a portion of what the Lord has given us.  If you read 
Matthew 6:19-34, we hear Jesus’ admonition to trust Him to take care of us.  Verse 25 tells us not to worry 
or be anxious over our daily needs.  He tells us just as He takes care of the daily needs of the birds and lilies of 
the field, He will take care of us.  

What are your life priorities?  What do you consider your treasure?   As you read above,  He says in verse 21 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.   In verse 33, He says “But strive first for the king-
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well”.

Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
aside and save whatever extra you earn.....”  Paul wanted to remind them that they should weekly set aside their 
offerings.  It was part of their worship and a gift back to the Lord.  Think about your life priorities and talk to 
God about what they are.  He listens to what we say and helps us live the life He wants for us.

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, You have richly blessed us through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Accept our offerings and use them 
to Your glory.  Amen.

~ THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Generosity is an important part of Thrivent Financial and the company provides Thrivent Choice Dollars based 
on your ownership of their products.  You, as a member, can make a financial impact on charities and/or 
non-profit organizations that are important to you.  More than 40,000 churches and non-profits are cur-
rently enrolled in the program and Christus Victor Lutheran Church-Durham is one of them.  Thrivent wants 
these charitable outreach funds to be spent by their members so if you have a Thrivent Financial product, please 
go into your personal account and select how you want your Thrivent Choice Dollars spent.  If you prefer to 
contact the company by phone, please call 800-847-4836 and someone will get you to the correct depart-
ment.  Spending these funds is like giving away someone else’s money and helps a charity/church/non-profit 
during these unpredictable economic times.

YtD % of Budget
Budget 181,827.00$      
Giving 165,616.51$      91.08%
Expense 129,692.22$      71.33%
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 35,924.29$        

General Fund Update
through September 31, 2020



Council Corner
Notes from Previos Council Meetings

Summary of council minutes for October:
Matthew Hall explained that increased expenditures in Sept. were largely due to 
making up payments missed earlier in the summer.  The treasurer’s report was ac-
cepted.

Pastor reported that he is planning to take the first two weeks in Advent for vaca-
tion.  The Pastor’s report was accepted.

Congregational life reported that Agape groups have been updated.  We are also 
looking forward to receiving “Advent in a box” kits assembled by Camp Agape.  
These kits are meant to help families celebrate advent while the pandemic keeps 
us from meeting to celebrate together.

Outreach reported that more than 50 hats were knitted and will be blessed on Oct. 
18 before being given to Urban Ministries.  The quilters were also able to make a 
baby quilt for Ava Noelle Krebs.

The Property Ministry Team met at council’s request to discuss upgrading light-
ing around the church, especially in the parking lot area.  At that meeting, Eric 
Pearson suggested Duke Energy do a photometric study.  Beth Miller indicated 
that lighting of this type is typically rented from Duke Power rather than be-
ing treated as a one-time capital outlay. The discussion segued into discussion of 
upgrading the playground and the possibility of applying for a grant through the 
Peeler-Casey Fund with North Carolina ELCA since the playground is used by the 
community at large, not just our congregation.  Jodie Elliott is investigating the 
possibility of a grant from ELCA (national) for help in accommodating those with 
disabilities. 

The Renovation team has been calling members to measure excitement about the 
project.  So far there is strong support though some have voiced specific concerns.  
Pastor spoke of the possibility of working with small breakout groups to discuss 
renovation both on Nov. 1, after the architect has shared the concept drawings, and 
on Nov. 8 in a question and answer session with the architect.

From the Planting Hope team Cristen, Barbara and Pastor Ben will attend the 
ELCA on-line training session. Participation was limited to the pastor and two 
members from each church registering. Pastor is hoping the session will address 
means to define core values of a congregation as that is one of his goals for the 
coming year.

Continued onto the next page:
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Old Business

For Vision 2020 – Generous Plan:  In early October, three Simme Seats were in-
stalled along Hwy 54 in the vicinity of the church providing comfort for those 
waiting for the bus. The plaques identifying CVLC have not yet been attached but 
we are expecting that to happen soon.

Council is still not ready to regather in the building.  The possibility of small ser-
vices in the parking lot was discussed but tabled for now.

We are still seeking leaders for the Congregational Life Team and the Outreach 
Team as well as a bookkeeper.

New Business

In response to the announcement last Sunday that Council would put off elections 
until next June and the Resource team would put off presenting a new budget until 
that time as well, there was no negative feedback except in relation to lack of a 
raise for the paid staff.  A proposal to give end of year bonuses to the staff in rec-
ognition of the extraordinary work they have had to do during the pandemic was 
tabled until the November meeting after the personnel evaluations were completed.

A motion was made “that $200.00 be taken from the contingency fund to add to the 
individual gifts collected as a thank you to Pastor Lori”.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.

~Submitted by Linda Puente, CVLC Council Secretary 
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DURHAM 2020 CHRISTMAS STORY
2020 has been different, and so will the Living Nativity 
this year.  We will go 100% VIRTUAL this year.  Joan 
Wilson and her team plan to collect as many photos 
and videos as possible of members and friends acting 
out scenes of the Christmas Story.  Then, we will dis-
play them on Facebook and the CVLC Website.  If we 
get every picture in time, we can post one picture from 
Dec. 1st until Epiphany (Jan. 6th).
We hope to engage as many people as possible in this 
Durham 2020 Christmas Story.  We expect children will 
especially have fun learning the Christmas Story with 
their families by acting it out and then seeing it on-line 

with their other church friends.  We hope members of the community - especially those 
who normally attend the Living Nativity every year - will be blessed by this as well!
In 2020 we do not travel on donkeys so your SUV is now a donkey.  Mary and Joseph 
could fly Donkey Airlines from Nazareth to RDU and then drive SUV-Donkey to Beth-
lehem, NC.  They will need to quarantine (because of Covid 19) but there is no room at 
the inn (that’s the Comfort inn, Holiday Inn, Red roof Inn) so they have to stay in an air 
B&B (which was converted from a Barn into a house).  The census is done online now 
in Bethlehem. The Shepherd family is playing at a baseball field when the Angel ap-
pears, tell in them to follow the star, and as they are running to the car to drive to Beth-
lehem they pass signs that say (run, Shepherds, run, run), as they arrive at Mary and 
Joseph they bring a casserole. (3 pictures here)A talented writer can write a news article 
about Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  Elizabeth can have a gender reveal party or a picture with 
the ultrasound proving the pregnancy. This is not going to be so hard to do.  Start think-
ing of what you can do.Cristen has already signed up for Mary’s Song that we plan to 
post on Facebook on December 10. I’ll be in touch with you if I do not hear from you 
first.

What you need to know:
A. Joan Wilson will be collecting all the submissions.  Her email address is CCed 
above.
B. Pick one or more scenes from below, read the Scripture, imagine how you could act 
it out.  Take a picture and email it to Joan Wilson.  You can send a video too (but don’t 
forget to send a picture).  We might be able to use the videos creatively on our website, 
but we need the pictures for Facebook.
C. Joan might ask you to do another one if someone else is already doing the one you 
picked.  Email her today if you want to claim something!   
D. dress up if you like, but since 2020 is different, it’s fine to dress like it’s 2020 AD 
instead of 2 AD.
EEEEEEEE-this will be fun-EEEEEEEE. be creative! (But keep the birth scenes PG.)
F. Selfies are acceptable in this Durham 2020 Christmas Story.
G. Once we have the link, it will be so easy for you to share the Christmas Story with 
your friends and family!
H. the deadline to submit a photo and video is Nov. 15th!
I.  Any questions?  Ask Joan Wilson.

10
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Dec 1 – Angel talks to Zechariah in the temple – Luke 1:5-18
Dec 2 – Zechariah can’t talk – Luke 1:19-22
Dec 3 – Elizabeth becomes pregnant with John – Luke 1:23-25
Dec 4 – Angel talks to Mary – Luke 1:26-38
Dec 5 – Joseph is confused/beside himself/angry, decides to dismiss Mary quietly – 
Matthew 1:18-19 
Dec 6 – Angel talks to Joseph- Matthew 1:20-23
Dec 7 – Joseph decides to stick it out – Matthew 1:24
Dec 8 – Mary visits Elizabeth – Luke 1:39-40
Dec 9 – John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb – Luke 1:41-44
Dec 10 – Mary’s song – Luke 1:46-55
Dec 11 – John the Baptist is born, Zechariah can speak again – Luke 1:57-80
Dec 12 – Joseph & pregnant Mary leaving Nazareth – Luke 2:4a
Dec 13 – Joseph & pregnant Mary traveling to Bethlehem – Luke 2:4b
Dec 14 – Joseph & pregnant Mary arriving at Bethlehem – Luke 2:4c
Dec 15 – Joseph & pregnant Mary rejected at the Inn – Luke 2:7
Dec 16 – Joseph & pregnant Mary move into the stable – Luke 2:6-7
Dec 17 – Joseph & pregnant Mary at the census – Luke 2:1-5
Dec 18 – Shepherds in the fields – Luke 2:5
Dec 19 – Angels talk to the Shepherds – Luke 2:9-14
Dec 20 – Shepherds run off to town – Luke 2:15-16a
Dec 21 – Shepherds arriving at the stable – Luke 2:16a
Dec 22 – Joseph & pregnant Mary waiting … - Luke 2:5b
Dec 23 – Joseph & pregnant Mary waiting … - Luke 2:5b
Dec 24 – Joseph & Mary in the stable with an empty manger – Luke 2:6
Dec 25 – Joseph & Mary with baby Jesus in the manger – Luke 2:7b
12 days of Christmas – 12 pictures of the “holy family” – Luke 2:7b
Jan 6 – the Wise Men appear on Epiphany – Matthew 2:[1-8] 9 - 11

~Joan and The Durham 2020 Christmas Story Team
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

This was the August 31, 2020, devotional from the daily WELCA website written 
by Angela T. Khabeb:

The word “love” is probably one of the most overused words in the English 
language.  We love everything!  We love chocolate cake; we love football; we 
love our car or truck; we love the latest book we are reading; we love our par-
ents and our children; and, of course, we love God.  Love is the central theme of 
countless movies, novels, and songs.  When we were children, we never fully un-
derstood the importance or need for God’s love.  Now that we are older, we know 
life in unpredictable and can change quickly from a life flowing along with joys 
and happiness into a life of suffering, hardship, or heartache.  What we also know 
and can confidently say is that God’s love abounds for you and for me.

None of us know what is in store for us tomorrow or next week or next year but 
we do know that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Je-
sus!   Nothing — not life or death, not financial turmoil, not physical distancing, 
not COVID-19, not suffering or sickness, not successes or failures.  

NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM GOD’S 
LOVE!  Thanks be to God for always being there for 
each of us.
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At the end of this month we will 
celebrate Thanksgiving but this year 
it will be and feel different.  Each 
fall we look forward to and enjoy 
the opportunity to celebrate with 
family and friends.  This fall will 

be different.  We have had almost a full year of uncertainty.  We are physically 
distancing, some of us are wearing masks, many students attending schools are 
using distance learning, a large number of the workforce are still working from 
home, many of us attend meetings via digital programs, and many times we can 
only wave at family and friends instead of sitting next to them and not giving 
and receiving hugs.  All these changes are overwhelming.  The question now 
is: with all the disruptions in our lives, how can we be truly thankful?  How can 
we keep our focus on being grateful for all God has given us, instead of focus-
ing on all the uncertainty in our world.

One of the ways is by intentionally thinking about the things for which we are 
grateful.  Some of us are grateful for our families and the ways we are able to 
spend time with each other in person or via ZOOM or via FaceTime and look 
for creative ways to connect.  Some of us have realized that money is a tool to 
live out our faith and values and generously share with our church and favor-
ite charities.  Some of us are spending more time in prayer, Bible reading, and 
participating in devotions.

My prayer is that you will see something new to be grateful for each day.  That 
you will feel the care of those who love you even though you are not together 
in person.  And that you will continue to make the most of all that God has 
abundantly provided for you.

Our God has not left us to face these changes in our daily routine and will nev-
er leave us alone.  He is always as close as a whispered prayer.  He is always 
there when we sigh in frustration.  He is always there to hold our hand, lead us 
when we are lost, and provide what we need.

~ submitted by Barbara Sappenfield

In 2020, Barbara Sappenfield discovered how fulfilling it is for her to write 
down her thoughts when she does her daily devotions.  She submits her written 
thoughts, like this one, when they are most relevant to CVLC.
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GIVE COMFORT FUND UPDATE

Last week a couple came to the church. They needed to get several prescriptions 
paid for after he was discharged from the hospital. The emergency give comfort 
fund was used to pay for the prescriptions and they were very grateful.

Pictured left is Ralph 
Carney, who donated 
this van to CVLC. 
Proceeds of the sale 
will go to the Capital 
Campaign to support 
God’s mission through 
the building 
renovation!
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November Birthdays

2 Cristen Chappell
3 John Redick
4 Jordan Dye
6 Brooklyn Justice
8 Victoria Hernandez
9 Ocriea Berry
22 Beth Miller
23 Ashley Parks
23 Aarya Chikmath
26 Leigh Gilbert

November Anniversaries

18 Al & Suse Bradshaw

                 

December Birthdays

4 Joan Wilson
8 Trey Gebhardt
21 Anthony Trantas
27 Henry Miller
31 Diana Hicks

December Anniversaries

5 George & Irene Delic --50 years!!!!
8 Jack & Debbie Weidman
27 Tom & Lauren Baker

Don’t see your date? Contact Sarah in the church 
office.



            MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Pastor                      Rev. Ben Krey   215-738-5739
     Director of Music              Simon Zaleski    919-717-8900
     Office Administrator               Sarah Rodríguez                 919-544-7195 
     President                            Cristen Chappell   919-419-0707                
 Vice President                  Barbara Sappenfield      918-381-2722     
 Treasurer                  Matthew Hall    919-624-8896             
 Asst. Treasurer   Dave Thomas   216-210-4555
 Secretary   Linda Puente   919-450-0386
Ministers in God’s House Assign. Joan Wilson    919-942-7208
     Quilters                 Joleen Propst    919-596-7534
    Community Garden            Barb Trapp-Moen  919-949-9970
    Property Ministry Team  Jim Goodwin   978-664-5866
    Worship Ministry Team      Larry Santeramo  919-418-7477
        Outreach Ministry Team      
         Cong. Life Ministry Team          
    Women’s Group              Faye Fredrick   919-908-7766
    Men’s Group              Jeff Scott                  984-219-7039
    Youth Group                        Mike Green     919-740-6872
   Resource Ministry Team   David Ernsthausen    919-614-3724
   Christ. Ed Ministry Team    Carla Stolzenthaler     919-694-5533     
 Planting Hope   Cristen Chappell                919-419-0707
     Larry Santeramo                919-418-7477
 Website    John Moen     919-544-5429

 Congregational Council
Cristen Chappell (President) ...........  919-419-0707 
Barbara Sappenfield (V President)    918-381-2722
Matthew Hall (Treasurer).............      919-624-8896 
Linda Puente (Council Secretary)..   919-450-0386
Polly Quinn (Financial Secretary)..   919-363-3855
Beth Miller...................................         919-544-7061
Dave Thomas...............................        216-210-4555
Elizabeth Webster.......................         919-619-4544
Julia Chappell.............................          919-632-3561
John Moen...................................         919-544-5429
Bookkeeper:
Denise Santeramo........................        919-218-7477       

Community Group            CVLC Contacts
Troop & Pack 486     John Moen
7th Day Adventist                  Jim Goodwin
BabyWearing Group    Sarah Rodríguez
Ministerio Alcance y Reconciliacion  Luis & Nora Olivieri
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